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A long 28-year wait came to an end as 

India displayed iron will and enormous 

guts to hold the coveted World Cup 

trophy aloft for the second time in 28 

years with a six-wicket win over Sri Lanka 

in a riveting final in Mumbai on April 2. 

President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil 

congratulated the Indian cricket team, 

saying it was a testament to the team’s 

“dedication to the cause”. In her message 

to skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni, she 

said: “The road to success has been long 

and hard. You and your team were tested 

at every stage.” “Dedication to the cause, 

the strength of  character to stay the course and astute 

leadership, however, have finally converted the 

potential of  a talented group of  youngsters, the 

experience of  veterans and the hard work of  the coach 

and his staff, into the reality of  becoming World 

Champions,” the President said. “All of  you truly 

deserve the thanks of  a billion plus Indians today,” she 

added. She also met the World Cup winning Indian 

cricket team the next day at the Raj Bhavan in Mumbai 

and congratulated them on their 

victory.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 

also congratulated Team India for 

their emphatic win over Sri Lanka.  In 

his message, Prime Minister said, “I 

join the nation in congratulating the 

Indian cricket team on their victory.”   

He praised “the hard work and effort 

of  ” Dhoni and his team saying it has 

been “rewarded” and “They have 

shown the world that India is at the 

top of  the game of  cricket. The 

players demonstrated great team spirit, all the 

concentration and skill needed to win this well 

deserved World Cup. The Indian team makes India 

proud.” 

After the victory the entire Indian team ran into the 

ground and the celebratory scenes were reminiscent 

of  the Indian summer at Lord’s on June 25, 983 when 

Kapil Dev and his boys clinched the Cup with a 43-run 

victory over the West Indies.

ICC CRICKET WORLD CUP CHAMPIONS - 2011
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WE ARE THE WORLD....

Team India pose with the trophy after their victory in the Cricket world cup 2011 final over Sri Lanka at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on April 2
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh attended the 3rd BRICS 
Summit held in Sanya, Hainan, China on 14th April 2011. The 

3rd BRICS Summit

Forum, which initially began as BRIC (without 
South Africa), has held two Summits earlier 
and South Africa was formally admitted to the 
Forum this year. The  BRICS, commands 25 
per cent of  the world's geographical area, 44 
per cent of   the population and 25 per cent of  
the global GDP, and all the five BRICS nations 
are members of  the UN Security Council and 
G-20. Experts have said that by 2013, BRICS 
countries will surpass the developed 
economies in terms of  GDP share in the 
world. The Summit was also attended by 
Presidents of  China Hun Jintao, Russia 
Dmitry Medvedev, Brazil Dilma Rousseff  and 
South Africa Jacob Zuma. India will host the 
next BRICS Leaders Meeting in 2012

3rd BRICS Summit

I would like to thank His Excellency President Hu Jintao for 
hosting the BRICS Summit in this beautiful city of  Sanya. I 
thank the Government and the people of  China for their 
warm hospitality and for the excellent arrangements that 
have been made. 

I would also like to warmly welcome South Africa as a 
member of  BRICS. We have greatly benefited from 
President Jacob Zuma’s wise counsel in our deliberations. 

We have had very fruitful discussions at the Summit. We 
have reviewed the international situation, discussed 
international economic, financial and trade issues, the 
challenges of  sustainable development, food security, 
energy security and climate change.  

We have adopted the Sanya Declaration and agreed upon an 
Action Plan to deepen and broaden cooperation among our 
countries. This is an extremely rich and ambitious agenda. It 
covers the areas of  security, finance, business links, 
agriculture, health, culture, sports and the green economy. 

Our designated banks have signed a framework agreement 
on financial cooperation which envisages grant of  credit in 
local currencies and cooperation in capital markets and 
other financial services. 

In a short span of  two years since our first Summit in 2009, 
BRICS has thus travelled a long distance. 

The quality and durability of  the global economic recovery 

Prime Minister’s Statement at Joint Press Conference 
at the BRICS Summit.

process depends to a great measure on how the BRICS 
economies perform. We have reason to be satisfied with 
the management of  our economies, but there is no room 
for complacency. The developments in West Asia and 
North Africa and the aftermath of  the huge tragedy that 
befell Japan have introduced fresh uncertainties in the 
global recovery process. At the same time, the world 
continues to grapple with threats to security from 
terrorism and piracy. 

As members of  the G-20, the BRICS countries closely 
cooperate with the rest of  the world. We will continue to 
do so as we prepare for the next G-20 Summit in France. 

It is a unique coincidence that this year all the BRICS 
countries are also members of  the United Nations 
Security Council. We have therefore agreed to intensify 
our consultations to address the major economic and 
political challenges that face us. An important objective 
must remain the reform of  institutions of  global 
governance to make them truly representative of  
contemporary realities. 

I am deeply encouraged by the consensus among us of  the 
need for an international order that is rule based and 
respects the unity, territorial integrity, sovereignty and 
independence of  individual States. 

I have invited the BRICS leaders to India for the next 
BRICS Summit in 2012, and I am happy that they have 
accepted my invitation. 
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Sanya Declaration

1. We, the Heads of  State and Government of  the 
Federative Republic of  Brazil, the Russian Federation, 
the Republic of  India, the People’s Republic of  China 
and the Republic of  South Africa, met in Sanya, 
Hainan, China for the BRICS Leaders Meeting on 14 
April 2011. 

2. The Heads of  State and Government of  Brazil, Russia, 
India and China welcome South Africa joining the 
BRICS and look forward to strengthening dialogue 
and cooperation with South Africa within the forum. 

3. It is the overarching objective and strong shared desire 
for peace, security, development and cooperation that 
brought together BRICS countries with a total 
population of  nearly 3 billion from different 
continents. BRICS aims at contributing significantly 
to the development of  humanity and establishing a 
more equitable and fair world.

4. The 21st century should be marked by peace, harmony, 
cooperation and scientific development. Under the 
theme “Broad Vision, Shared Prosperity”, we 
conducted candid and in-depth discussions and 
reached broad consensus on strengthening BRICS 
cooperation as well as on promoting coordination on 
international and regional issues of  common interest.

5. We affirm that the BRICS and other emerging 
countries have played an important role in 
contributing to world peace, security and stability, 
boosting global economic growth, enhancing 
multilateralism and promoting greater democracy in 
international relations. 

6. In the economic, financial and development fields, 
BRICS serves as a major platform for dialogue and 
cooperation. We are determined to continue 
strengthening the BRICS partnership for common 
development and advance BRICS cooperation in a 
gradual and pragmatic manner, reflecting the 
principles of  openness, solidarity and mutual 
assistance. We reiterate that such cooperation is 
inclusive and non-confrontational. We are open to 
increasing engagement and cooperation with non-
BRICS countries, in particular emerging and 
developing countries, and relevant international and 
regional organizations. 

7. We share the view that the world is undergoing far-
reaching, complex and profound changes, marked by 
the strengthening of  multipolarity, economic 
globalization and increasing interdependence. While 

facing the evolving global environment and a 
multitude of  global threats and challenges, the 
international community should join hands to 
strengthen cooperation for common development. 
Based on universally recognized norms of  
international law and in a spirit of  mutual respect and 
collective decision making, global economic 
governance should be strengthened, democracy in 
international relations should be promoted, and the 
voice of  emerging and developing countries in 
international affairs should be enhanced. 

8. We express our strong commitment to multilateral 
diplomacy with the United Nations playing the 
central role in dealing with global challenges and 
threats. In this respect, we reaffirm the need for a 
comprehensive reform of  the UN, including its 
Security Council, with a view to making it more 
effective, efficient and representative, so that it can 
deal with today’s global challenges more successfully. 
China and Russia reiterate the importance they attach 
to the status of  India, Brazil and South Africa in 
international affairs, and understand and support 
their aspiration to play a greater role in the UN. 

9. We underscore that the concurrent presence of  all five 
BRICS countries in the Security Council during the 
year of  2011 is a valuable opportunity to work closely 
together on issues of  peace and security, to 
strengthen multilateral approaches and to facilitate 
future coordination on issues under UN Security 
Council consideration. We are deeply concerned with 
the turbulence in the Middle East , the North African 
and West African regions and sincerely wish that the 
countries affected achieve peace, stability, prosperity 
and progress and enjoy their due standing and dignity 
in the world according to legitimate aspirations of  
their peoples. We share the principle that the use of  
force should be avoided. We maintain that the 
independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity of  each nation should be respected. 

10. We wish to continue our cooperation in the UN 
Security Council on Libya. We are of  the view that all 
the parties should resolve their differences through 
peaceful means and dialogue in which the UN and 
regional organizations should as appropriate play 
their role. We also express support for the African 
Union High-Level Panel Initiative on Libya. 

(Full text of  the Sanya Declaration could be seen at
 http://meaindia.nic.in/mystart.php?id=501017542&flg=1)
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Prime Minister’s Visit to Kazakhstan

VISITS

• The “Joint Action Plan” on furthering the 

strategic partnership (“Road Map”) for the 

period of  2011-2014;

• The Agreement on Cooperation in Peaceful 

Uses of  Nuclear Energy. The sides noted the 

need for expansion of  mutually beneficial 

cooperation in this area while adhering to their 

existing obligations under multilateral nuclear 

regimes; 

• Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil 

Matters; 

• The Agreement on cooperation in agriculture 

and allied sectors; 

• The Memorandum in the area of  information 

security as also the Indian initiative to set up a 

Indian-Kazakhstan Center of  Excellence in the 

Eurasian University in Astana;  

• Package of  documents between Indian company 

“ONGC Videsh  L imi ted”  and “NC 

“KazMunaiGaz” JSC on joint exploration of  the 

“Satpayev” oil block;

Both the sides also noted the need to enhance 

interaction in implementation of  prospective 

projects in the area of  exploration of  new oil and gas 

deposits, oil refining and petrochemicals, as well as 

transportation of  hydrocarbons, and establishment 

of  science-based industries in Kazakhstan with the 

application of  Indian know-how and new 

technologies. The sides noted their interest in 

continued interaction in healthcare and medicine, 

science and technology, including nano, bio and 

innovative technologies and Kazakhstan recognizing 

India’s achievements in the pharmaceuticals sector, 

welcomed joint ventures in Kazakhstan for 

production of  high quality pharmaceutical drugs. 

Both the sides also welcomed development of  

cultural and people-to-people contacts and reiterated 

their intention to strengthen cooperation in 

educational, scientific, technical, cultural, tourism 

and other spheres. 

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, paid an Official 

Visit to Kazakhstan on 15-16 April, 2011. During the 

visit Prime Minister had meeting with the President 

followed by the meeting with the Prime Minister and 

other Ministers.  Prime Minister discussed wide 

ranging political, economic, regional and international 

issues and there was almost complete unanimity on the 

desire to work together and give added meaning and 

thrust to strategic partnership between India and 

Kazakastan.  This was the first visit by Prime Minister 

Dr. Manmohan Singh to Kazakhstan, and was in 

response to the 2009 initiative when India had invited 

President Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of  the 

Republic of  Kazakastan as Chief  Guest at India’s 

Republic Day celebrations. India and Kazakastan had 

on that occasion agreed to upgrade their strategic 

partnership and Prime Minister’s visit was in 

pursuance of  that objective of  giving added weight 

and depth to our strategic partnership.

During the visit, the following Agreements/ 

Documents were signed:

Prime Minsiter, Dr. Manmohan Singh, with the President of  Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbaev at Astana on 16 April 2011
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Visit of External Affairs Minister to Nepal 

At the invitation of  the Government of  Nepal, Shri 
S.M. Krishna, Minister of  External Affairs of  India, 
paid an official visit to Nepal from April 20-22, 2011. 
This was his second visit to Nepal after assuming the 
charge as EAM and was in keeping with the tradition 
of  regular high-level interaction between the two 
countries. During the visit, EAM called on the 
President Rt. Hon’ble Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, the 
Prime Minister of  Nepal Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Jhalanath 
Khanal and also met other political leaders of  Nepal. 
During the meetings, the Nepalese leadership briefed 
about the internal developments in Nepal and about 
the efforts being made towards completing the peace 

EAM with President of  Nepal Rt Hon'ble President of  Nepal Dr. Ram Baran 
Yadav at Kathmandu (20 April 2011)

process and drafting of  the new Constitution in Nepal. 
India has an abiding interest in the success of  Nepal’s 
transition to inclusive, multi-party democracy and the 
completion of  the peace process. A peaceful, 
democratic and prosperous Nepal is in the interest of  
the Nepali people, of  India and of  our region. India is 
committed to assist the Government and people of  
Nepal in these processes of  historic change in Nepal.  
EAM emphasized the need to complete the peace 
process at an early date and that it was essential to 
move ahead with resolution of  other political issues. 
Both the President and Prime Minister of  Nepal 
expressed deep appreciation for India’s support to 
Nepal’s peace process and emphasized that India must 
continue to play a supportive role for consolidation of  
democracy in Nepal

During the visit, EAM inaugurated the new Chancery 
building at the Indian Embassy; laid the foundation 
stone for the Integrated Check Post (ICP) being built 
with GOI assistance of  NRs 137 Crores in Birgunj; 
laid foundation stone for the 53 Kilometere Birgunj-
Thori road, which is one of  the 19 roads totaling 605 
kms being built under Phase I of  the Terai Roads 
project with GOI assistance of  NRs 1100 Crores.. 
These projects are a part of  the India-Nepal 
Cooperation Programme which has an imprint in all 
districts of  Nepal with over 400 projects with a total 
outlay of  NRs 5800 Crores in the sectors of  education, 
health, agriculture, roads and bridges and others such 
infrastructure.

Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh’s visit to attend Fourth South Asia 
Conference on Sanitation (SACOSAN)

Distinguished Visitors

Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh, Hon’ble Minister for Rural 
Development and Panchyati Raj, Government of  India 
visited Sri Lanka to represent India in the fourth South 
Asia Conference on Sanitation (SACOSAN) on the 
theme “Sanitation Enhances Quality of  Life” held 
from 4-7 April, 2011 in Colombo, Sri Lanka.  

At the inauguration session of  the Conference, the 
Chairmanship of  the SACOSAN was handed over to 
Sri Lanka by India, which had successfully hosted the 
third SACOSAN in New Delhi in 2008. In his address 

at the inaugural session, Hon’ble Minister highlighted 
the various initiatives undertaken by the Government 
of  India according top priority to Sanitation in both 
urban and rural areas at the National, State and Local 
Government levels.  He highlighted the Total 
Sanitation Campaign (TSC), a demand driven 
integrated National Programme on Sanitation 
launched by Government of  India in 1999 along with 
other initiatives such as, Indira and Rajiv Awas Yojana 
to achieve internationally agreed sanitation targets and 
housing for all.  He also highlighted the National 
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Shri Vilasrao Deshmukh, Hon’ble Minister for Rural Development and 
Panchyati Raj with Prime Minister of  Sri Lanka, Hon’ble D.M. Jayaratne

Urban Sanitation Policy (NUSP) launched in October, 
2010 which envisions that all Indian cities and towns to 
become totally sanitized, healthy and liveable ensuring 
good public health and environmental outcomes for all 
their citizens with a special focus on hygienic and 
affordable sanitation facilities for the urban poor and 
women.

During the visit Hon’ble Minister called on Hon’ble 

D.M. Jayaratne, Prime Minister of  Democratic 
Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka and met Mr. Athauda 
Seneviratne, Senior Minister for Rural Affairs and Mr. 
Dinesh Goonewardena, Minister for Water Supply 
and Drainage. During the call on the Prime Minister, 
Hon’ble Minister complimented the Cricket team of  
Sri Lanka for their effort in the ICC Cricket World 
Cup Final. The various developmental initiatives by 
Government of  India for rehabilitation and 
resettlement of  IDPs in Northern and Eastern in Sri 
Lanka were also discussed and the Prime Minister was 
appreciative of  the various initiatives undertaken by 
India in this regard.

Hon’ble Minister also offered India’s assistance in the 
form of  training and capacity building in the field of  
Rural Development and agreed to facilitate visit of  
officials from Sri Lanka to meet manufacturers of  
solar micro chips and Water quality testing kits in 
India.

SACOSAN is held biennially and on a rotation basis 
provides a platform for the South Asian Countries to 
close the gap between international goals and 
outcomes and promote and accelerate sanitation 
coverage in the South Asian region.

Bilateral Beat

Joint Handicrafts Exhibition by award winning craftspersons 
from India and Sri Lanka

The High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha and Hon. Douglas Devananda, Minister of  
Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise 
Development, Government of  Sri Lanka, inaugurated 
the Joint Handicrafts Exhibition and Fair by award 
winning craftspersons from India and Sri Lanka at the 
National Art Gallery on Tuesday 05 April 2011. 
Governor of  the Western Province Hon’ble S. Alavi 
Moulana and Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake, Deputy 
Minister of  Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise 
Development, also graced the inauguration, which was 
attended by senior officials from the Government of  Sri 
Lanka, members of  the Diplomatic Community and  
eminent personalities from the fields of  handicrafts, art 
and culture and media. Five master craftspersons from 
India, who are recipients of  the National Award for 
Excellence in their respective crafts, displayed live 
demonstration of  crafts such as Papier Machie, Wood 

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha lighting the traditional lamp to inaugurate 
the joint Handicrafts exhibition and fair by award winning craftspersons from 
India and Sri Lanka at the National Art Gallery. Hon. Douglas Devananda, 
Minister of  Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development, 
Government of  Sri Lanka, Hon’ble S. Alavi Moulana Governor of  the Western 
Province and Mr. Buddhi Keertisena, Chairman, National Crafts Council are 
also seen in the picture.
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Carving and Inlay, Artistic Weaving of  Woollen Shawl, 
Wood Carving and Brass Inlay and Thewa Art at the 
Exhibition.
 
The Joint Handicrafts Exhibition and Fair of  award 
winning Master Craftspersons from India and Sri Lanka 
was organized by the Office of  Development 
Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of  Textiles, 
Government of  India and the National Crafts Council 
of  Sri Lanka in association with the High Commission 
of  India as part of  the Programme of  Cultural 
Cooperation between India and Sri Lanka for 2010-
2013 signed during the State visit of  H.E. the President 
of  Sri Lanka to India in June 2010.

Speaking at the inauguration, High Commissioner 
Ashok K. Kantha recalled the excellent cooperation 
between the Office of  Development Commissioner 

(Handicrafts), Ministry of  Textiles, Government of  
India and the National Crafts Council of  Sri Lanka 
which has resulted in participation of  craftspersons in 
a number of  handicrafts fairs organized in India and 
Sri Lanka  highlighted that a similar exhibition with the 
participation of  Sri Lankan craftspersons will be 
organized in India later this year.  High Commissioner 
also reiterated India’s readiness to assist in the 
establishment of   Handicrafts Production and 
Marketing Villages in Jaffna and Hambantota in 
response to a proposal for assistance received from 
National Crafts Council.

In his remarks, Hon’ble Minister Devananda also 
welcomed the organization of  the Joint Handicrafts 
Exhibition and Fair and looked forward to 
organization of  a similar exhibition in India later this 
year.

courtesy: Daily Mirror

“Handicrafts Exhibition and Fair” jointly sponsored by 

the National Crafts Council and the Indian High 

Commission kicked off at the National Art Gallery on 

5th April, 2011.  The exhibition featured a number of 

works both by Sri Lankan and Indian craftsmen.
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“Puducherry Blue”, an exhibition of  paintings done at a 
South Asian artists' camp held at Puducherry, India, 
under the auspices of  ICCR in 2010, was inaugurated at 
the J. D. A. Perera Gallery in Colombo on 5th April by 
Hon. Mr. S. Alavi Mowlana (Jamal Allai), Governor, 
Western Province, Sri Lanka, in the presence of  Mr. 
Ashok K Kantha, High Commissioner of  India. 

The exhibition consisted of  32 paintings by artists from 
9 South Asian countries - Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka- and was on display till 12th April. The 
Puducherry camp, which brought 32 of  the most 
promising artists from the South Asian region together 
under one roof, was born of  the belief  that art knows 
no boundaries and hence no prejudices. Puducherry 
Blue was thus a step beyond diplomacy, to achieve 
solidarity and to share a bonhomie and friendship 
through the universal medium of  art. The camp 
highlighted the close bonds and the common cultural 
heritage that all South Asian countries share. It also 
helped deepen understanding within the South Asian 
region by providing the artists a platform to interact and 
mingle socially with each other through the medium of  
art. The thirty two artists who converged in Puducherry 
set the stage for a unique interaction among charged 
minds from varied backgrounds, style and schools of  
thought. The paintings exhibited in this exhibition were 
the actual paintings done in the camp. 

Display of  Puducherry Blue Exhibition was also 
organized at Kandy, Matara and Jaffna by the Consulate 
Generals of  India.

Puducherry Blue Exhibition

Hon. Kumari Balasuriya, Governor – Southern Province lighting the 
traditional lamp to inaugurate the exhibition of  paintings by South Asian 
Artists held at Consulate General of  India, Hambantota on 28.04.2011

Hon. Mr. Alavi Mowlana (Lamal Allai), Governor with Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of  India at “Panducherry Blue”exhibition.

Cooperation between India and Sri Lanka in the Health Sector

Hon. Minister of  Health of  the Government of  Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Maithripala Sirisena seen greeting the High Commissioner of  India, Mr. 
Ashok K. Kantha, at the Health Ministry on 11 April, 2011

The High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha, met the Hon. Minister of  Health of  the 
Government of  Sri Lanka, Mr. Maithripala Sirisena, on 
11 April, 2011 to review cooperation between the two 
countries in the health sector. Several important issues 
of  mutual interest were discussed at the meeting. The 
work on the construction of  a 150-bed base hospital at 
Dickoya, Hatton under Government of  India grant 
assistance of  SLRs. 1180 million had commenced in 
March 2011 and the Minister assured Government of  
Sri Lanka’s full support to the completion of  the project 
on schedule. Minister expressed his appreciation for the 
assistance being provided by India to Sri Lanka in the 
health sector. Project of  the Government of  India to 
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supply medical equipment for Jaffna Teaching Hospital 
was completed in January 2011 and Government of  
India was additionally implementing a grant assistance 
project for the supply of  medical equipment to the two 
General Hospitals in Killinochchi and Mullaitivu for 
which tenders for equipment procurement had already 
been floated. 

The Government of  India had announced the gift of  a 
Bhabhatron Radiotherapy Machine to the Government 
of  Sri Lanka at the IAEA General Conference held in 
September 2010 and early completion of  an 
appropriate facility for housing the Bhabhatron 
Radiotherapy Machine at Hambantota General 
Hospital for the treatment of  cancer was urged since 
the machine was ready to be provided to Sri Lanka. On 
the issue of  certain media reports on the possible 
suspension of  some pharmaceutical companies from 
India for allegedly violating tender norms, the long-
standing cooperation in the pharmaceutical sector 
between India and Sri Lanka was recalled and India’s 

well-established and vibrant pharmaceuticals industry, 
which was committed to supplying quality drugs at 
affordable prices, was appreciated. India had emerged 
as a leading global exporter of  generic drugs and other 
pharmaceutical products. Indian companies had 
exported over $10 billion of  drugs, pharmaceuticals 
and fine chemicals last year, with a large proportion of  
exports going to markets in advanced economies. The 
suggestion to organize the visit of  a delegation from the 
Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of  India 
(PHARMEXCIL) to Sri Lanka to meet the local health 
authorities regarding the procedure adopted by 
Gover nment  of  S r i  Lanka  for  sourc ing  
pharmaceuticals from India and to assist in careful 
delineation of  technical standards in the tendering 
process was agreed. Invitation extended to the Hon’ble 
Minister to visit India for further stepping up 
cooperation between the two countries in the health 
sector was positively responded.

The High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 
and Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, Minister of  Youth 
Affairs and Skills Development on April 21, 2011 signed 
a Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) for setting up 
facilities at two Vocational Training Centres in Batticaloa 
District. 

The project for setting up of  the facilities will be 
undertaken at District Vocational Training Centre, 
Vantharamoolai and Rural Vocational Training Centre, 
Onthachchimadam in Batticaloa District. The project 
will be implemented by Government of  India through 

Signing of MoU for setting up of facilities at Vocational Training 
Centres in Batticaloa District

HMT (I) Ltd. The project includes supply of  
equipment, upgradation of  four existing vocational 
training programmew, introducing three new 
vocational training programmew at Vantharamoolai 
and supply of  equipment and introduction of  three 
vocational courses at Onthachchimadam. As part of  
the project, the Sri Lanka Vocational Training 
Authority personnel will be trained in India and 
instructors from India would provide on-job training to 
master instructors at the Centre. The project will be 
implemented under a grant from Government of  India 
at a total cost of  SLR 327 million.

Speaking on the occasion, the High Commissioner said 
that India and Sri Lanka share a special and close 
partnership. He noted that education was a key 
dimension of  our partnership with great prospects for 
future development. He recalled the Indian assistance 
for setting up of  additional facilities at Vocational 
Training Centre in Nagawillua in Puttlam District 
which was completed last year at a total cost of  SLR 
64.19 million. He said that Government of  India is 
committed to assist Government of  Sri Lanka in the 
field of  vocational training and some more such 
projects would be taken up in consultation with 
Government of  Sri Lanka.

High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha and Hon. Dullas 
Alahapperuma, Minister of  Yourh Affairs and Skills Development 
exchanging the MOU
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Inauguration of second international gateway by
TATA Communications Lanka

TATA Communications Lanka Ltd. inaugurated its 
second International Gateway in Sri Lanka at the 
emerging IT Park, Orion City on April 27, 2011.  
Strengthening its seven-year presence in the country, the 
new facility will further the reliability and stability of  its 
services to both operators and enterprise customers. The 
second International Gateway is a part of  a strategy to 
offer cutting-edge IP-leveraged solutions enabled by the 
company’s superior global infrastructure and leadership 
in emerging markets. 

The new gateway was inaugurated by the High 
Commissioner of  India to Sri Lanka, Ashok K. Kantha, 
in the presence of  distinguished guests and delegates. 
Anusha Palpita, Director General, TRCSL, made the first 
IDD call through the new International Gateway to 
Vinod Kumar, Group CEO and Managing Director of  
TATA Communications Ltd.  TATA Communications 
Lanka Ltd. is a subsidiary of  TATA Communications 
Limited, a TATA Group company and one of  the largest 
telecommunications service providers in the world. 

Providing services to customers in Sri Lanka, TATA 
Communications Lanka has unrestricted access to the 
global network and infrastructure of  TATA 
Communications Limited.

BOI Deputy Director General A M C Kulasekara and TATA Communications 
Lanka Chairman S K Gupta exchange agreements at the Inauguration of  the second 
International Gateway of  TATA Communications Lanka. High Commissioner 
Ashok K Kantha  inaugurated the new gateway.

Distribution of tractors and agricultural implements to farmer 
organizations in Northern Province

In order to support the rehabilitation of  Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the Northern Province, 
particularly in the area of  agriculture which is their 
primary means of  livelihood and to jumpstart revival of  
the local economy, the Government of  India embarked 
on urgent implementation of  a programme of  
agricultural renewal which included supply of  500 
tractors along with four other agricultural implements 
each as well as supply of  seeds to farmers for the Maha 
and Yala seasons in 2010-11.

The supply of  tractors under the programme 
commenced on November 1, 2010 with the ceremonial 
handing-over of  52 tractors with a complete set of  farm 
implements, namely, 9 Tine Tiller, Rotovator, two 
furrow Disc Plough and cage wheel, by High 
Commissioner of  India, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha to 
Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of  Economic 
Development. Subsequently, at the request of  the 
Government of  Sri Lanka, the remaining tractors and 
implements were delivered in lots to various locations in 

EAM and Foreign Minister of  Sri Lanka Prof. G.L. Peiris at the Handing 
over ceremony of  tractors at Jaffna

High Commissioner of  India, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of  Economic Development and Hon. Douglas Devananda, Minister of  
Traditional Industries & Small Enterprises Development enjoying a tractor ride 
at a tractor handing over ceremony organized at Galle Face in November 2011
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Northern Province in Nov-Dec 2010. The total cost of  
the project is estimated to be SLR 600 million (INR 250 
million).

The Government of  Sri Lanka has confirmed that all 
500 tractors together with the four implements have 
been successfully distributed to Agrarian Service 
Centres (ASC) in the Northern Province as per the 
following details:

ECONOMIC STRIDES

Export for 2010-11 Registered Growth of 37.5%, 

India’s exports for the year ending March 2011 touched 
US$ 245.9 billion registering a growth of  37.5%. It was 
for the first time that the figures reached the US$ 200 
billion mark which was a target set for last financial year. 
Imports for the same period stood at US$ 350.3 billion 
and the trade deficit figure came down to US$ 10.4.4 
billion.  The exports sectors which did particularly well in 
the last FY were:

(a) Engineering goods by far constituted the largest 
component of  India’s exports entailing considerable 
domestic value addition and engineering exports 
crossed US$ 60 billion registering a growth of  
84.76%.

(b) Petroleum Products export were in the range of  US$ 
42.45 billion registering a growth of  50.58%

(c) Gems & Jewellery sector which is a considerable 
employer of  people saw an export of  US$ 33.54 
billion showing a growth of  15.34%

(d) Drugs & pharmaceuticals sectors for which India has 

gained a considerable global reputation saw a total 
exports of  US$ 10.32 billion showing a growth of  
15.08%.

(e) Readymade garments exports crossed US$ 11.1 
billion showing a growth of  4.23%. Cotton yarn 34 
fabrics saw an export of  US$ 5.66 billion registering 
a growth of  42.87%.

(f) Exports of  carpet, jute and leather which are the 
labour intensive sectors assured considerable 
dynamism in growth.

(g) Agricultural exports and allied sectors including tea, 
coffee, tobacco, spices, cashew, oil meals, fruits and 
vegetables and marine products crossed US$ 12.92 
billion.

Mr. Anand Sharma, Union Minister for Commerce and 
Industry briefing about the trade performance on 19th 
April expressed the hope that target of  exports of  US$ 
450 billion which has been set in the draft strategy paper 
released by the Department of  Commerce will be met  
this year. 

12th Plan to target 9-9.5% growth

The full Planning Commission meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh agreed on 21 April to work 
towards a growth target of  9.0-9.5 per cent for the 12th 
Plan (2012-17). It endorsed the objectives and challenges 
outlined by the Commission for the five-year period 
involving special focus on policy and governance reforms 
and redesigning of  government programmes. The 
Planning Commission gave a presentation on the ongoing 
11th Plan and objectives of  the 12th Plan which include 
100 per cent literacy, inclusive growth and development 
of  physical and social infrastructure within the overall 
target of  fiscal consolidation.

In his concluding remarks at the meeting, Prime Minister 
Dr. Singh pointed to the “general agreement” arrived at 
for focus on policy and governance reforms while 
working towards the targeted growth rate. Prime Minister 
emphasized that monitorable targets related to different 
dimensions of  inclusiveness should be set, and then work 
to achieve these targets by appropriate design of  policy 

and funding of  Plan schemes. Prime Minister also 
pointed to the Commission's emphasised on the 
importance of  working within the overall fiscal 
consolidation target. In particular, the Prime Minister 
noted “the suggestions of  the Finance Minister to 
improve the functioning of  the legal system and methods 
of  dispute resolution, and on improving the functioning 
of  key infrastructure sectors.” 

Dr. Singh asked the Commission to prepare a draft 
approach to the 12th Plan for discussions with the States, 
taking into account the deliberations and keeping in mind 
sustainability and low carbon issues.  Prime Minister 
highlighted that the 12th Plan objective must be faster, 
more inclusive and also sustainable growth..and 
emphasized the need to identify the critical areas where 
existing policies and programmes were not delivering 
results and should, therefore, be strengthened or even 
restructured.” India, he said, needed to tackle new 
challenges and this called for new initiatives. According 
to the Commission's presentation, for aiming at 100 per 
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India's food production crossed 235 million tonnes 
during 2010-11 as per the latest estimates and this is the 
highest since Independence. The previous highest 
production, at nearly 233 million tonnes, was achieved in 
2008-09, while the output declined to around 218 million 
tonnes during 2009-10. In 2010-11, the country produced 
30.2 million tonnes of  oilseeds, and 17.2 million tonnes 
of  pulses — which had never crossed the 15 million 
tonne-mark in the past — apart from 94.5 million tonnes 
of  rice and 84 million tonnes of  wheat. Maize production 
was 30 million tonnes, sugarcane 340 million tonnes and 
cotton 39 million bales. Agriculture also recorded a 5.4 
per cent growth — a first again — compared to the four 
per cent growth achieved all these years. The record food 
production was possible, thanks to a good monsoon, 
spread uniformly across the country barring few parts of  

Record food production in 2010-11 

Central Western India. More important, it was backed up 
by vigorous 3monitoring of  crops with timely 
technological interventions, and integrated pest 
management modules were implemented. Timely supply 
of  inputs and a strong disease surveillance mechanism 
helped to augment production.

The rise in production is partly attributed to the 
introduction of  a nutrient-based subsidy, which 
encourages farmers to use micronutrients depending on 
deficiency, unlike the earlier rampant use of  nitrogen 
fertilizers. According to Mr. S. Ayyapan, Director-
General of  the Indian Council of  Agricultural Research 
food production could be doubled if  a good variety of  
seeds were made available to farmers, if  weeds and pests 
were controlled and if  post-harvest losses were reduced. 

Exceeding 235 million tonnes, it has been the highest since Independence

cent adult literacy, the 12th Plan (2012-17) would have to 
increase expenditure on health from 1.3 per cent to at least 
2.0-2.5 per cent of  GDP (gross domestic product).

According to Planning Commission, India was estimated 
to have recorded an annual growth rate of  8.2 per cent 
during 11th Plan as against the target of  nine per cent. In 

particular, the economic performance was impacted by 
the global financial crisis and drought. In the years ahead, 
some of  the challenges that the economy faced were 
accelerated inflation, global pressure on food and oil 
prices, quality of  governance and weak manufacturing 
performance, which could be given a boost by liberalising 
the policy on the foreign direct investment (FDI).

SPACE

Successful launch of PSLV-C16

In a precision launch, India's Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle- C16 placed on a 822-km sunsynchronous orbit 
three satellites – ResourceSat – 2, an Indo-Russian 
YouthSat and Singapore's first satellite X Sat, on 
Wednesady, 20th April 2011. The launch went off  as per 
schedule and the satellites were placed in orbit 18 minutes 
after blast off  from the launch pad at the Sriharikota 
spaceport. Wednesday's successful launch, which was the 
17th consecutive one for India's space warhorse PSLV, 
has pushed up India'a remote sensing capabilities. Indian 
Space Research Organisation chairman K Radhakrishnan 
said the launch was a grand success. 

The launch was keenly watched across the world as data 
from ResourceSat – 2 will be used by 15 countries. The 
satellite, which weighs 1206 kg will collect data including 
those on ground water and mineral resources on land and 
fish density in the sea. The satellite is equipped with three 
cameras that can cover 740 km wide, 141 km wide and 17 
km wide at resolutions ranging from 22 metres to 5 
metres. The satellite will replace ResourceSat I which is in 
orbit since 2003. ResourceSat- 2 is a global mission and 
has many improvements. It has three cameras that can 
monitor natural resources at different resolutions. It can 
be used to monitor snow cover, glacier changes, urban 
landscape and others. 

All the stages of  the rocket performed well and 
Accord ing  to  PSLV-C16 miss ion d i rec tor  
Kunhikrishnan "The solid stage propulsion and liquid 
stage propulsion worked well and we were able to achieve 
the orbit in 18 minutes after the launch. 

The other payloads are 92-kg YouthSat, an Indo-Russian 
stellar and atmospheric satellite built with the 
participation of  students from Universities. It is the 
second in a mini satellite series. The YouthSat mission 
intends to investigate the relationship between solar 
variability and upper layers of  atmosphere. The third 
one, X Sat, is Singapore's first satellite and weighs 106 kg. 
The mini satellite has a multispectral camera IRIS as its 
main load. The satellite intends to demonstrate 
technologies related to satellite-based remote sensing 
and onboard image processing. 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh congratulated 
the scientists and engineers of  ISRO for the successful 
launch of  three satellites by the PSLV - C16. The Prime 
Minister in his congratulatory message said that the 
flawless launch has yet again demonstrated ISRO's 
advanced capabilities in satellite development and launch 
vehicle technologies. 
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On 7th May, 2011
 

Indian 
Cultural Centre 

The Cultural Calendar  
for the month of May  2011

May 10

May 12

May 14

Talk on Wildlife
Sri Lanka: The Last and Best Hope of the Leopard 
in Asia  by  Mr. Rukshan Jayawardane

Children and Youth Art Exhibition 
to Commemorate 150th Birth Anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore
organised by Tagore Society of Sri Lanka

Lecture - Cinema: Medium and Message
by Mr. Somanath Gupta, Eminent Indian Film 
Director,  organized in collaboration with the SAARC 
Cultural Centre, Sri Lanka.

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC
Inauguration: 12th April 2011 at 6.00 p.m
Exhibition: 13th to 15th May 2011 
from 10.00 a.m to 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC 6.30 p.m.

May 16

May 23

May 25

May 27

Fiddle and Dance:
 A Journey Through Norwegian Traditions  -  
organised in association with Royal Norwegian 
Embassy, Colombo and Sewalanka Foundation

Film: Do Bigha Zamin (Hindi)
Director: Bimal Roy

Film: "Mahabharat” India’s Greatest Epic 
(Volume IX)

An Evening of Indian Classical Dance
by Aru Sri Arts Theatre

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  
Duration:3 hrs

Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  
Duration:3 hrs

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

To commemorate 
Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore 

on the occasion of 
his 150th Birth Anniversary

Hon. Jeewan Kumaranathunga, Minister of Postal 
Services, Sri Lanka will release 
a Commemorative Postal Stamp 

and First Day Cover

 Hon. T.B. Ekanayake, Minister for Cultural Affairs 
and Arts, Sri Lanka will release  

a volume of writings, 
“Commemorating Rebindranath Tagore”

at a function presided by
H.E.  Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India

at 
British School Auditorium

Colombo 8

(Admission to all programmes is free  and on first come first served basis)
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