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Visit of Prime Minister to Germany 

VISITS

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh paid a bilateral visit 
to Germany on 10-12 April 2013.  He was accompanied 
by a high-level delegation including Ministers and senior 
officials. Ministers of New & Renewable Energy, Science & 
Technology and Earth Sciences, Commerce, Industry and 
Textiles, External Affairs and Human Resource 
Development also were part of the delegation.

The Prime Minister  arrived in Berlin on the evening of 10 
April 2013 and was hosted for dinner by the German 
Chancellor, Dr. Angela Merkel. He was accorded a 
Ceremonial Welcome at the German State Chancellery in 
the morning of 11 April 2013, after which he  jointly 
chaired the Inter Governmental Consultations with the 
German Chancellor. In the evening the Prime Minister 
brought the "Days of India in Germany” to an end at a 
cultural event organised to mark this occasion. India and 
Germany have been celebrating the 60th anniversary of 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. Various events under the Days of India in 

Germany were held from May 2012 to March 2013, 
under the four themes: Connecting Minds, Connecting 
Capabilities, Connecting Ideas and Connecting Cultures.

On 12 April, the Prime Minister called on the President of 
Germany.

Relations between India and Germany have traditionally 
been cordial and close. With the establishment of the 
strategic partnership in 2000, there has been significant 
progress in all areas of bilateral cooperation through 
regular high-level exchanges at the Head of Government 
level, cooperation in strategic areas, growing economic 
and commercial ties and increased interaction in the 
fields of education, science and technology, culture and 
people-to-people relations. Germany continues to be 
India's largest trading partner in the Europe. India and 
Germany also work closely together in the international 
arena.
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Visit of Prime Minister to Japan and Thailand 

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, paid an official visits to Japan on May 27-29, 2013 and to the Kingdom of Thailand 
on May 30-31, 2013.

The visit to Japan was at the invitation of Prime Minister of Japan, H.E. Mr. Shinzo Abe. The Annual Summit between the 
Prime Ministers of India and Japan enhanced and strengthened the Strategic and Global Partnership between the two 
countries. The Prime Ministers discussed bilateral, regional and global issues of common interest. Prime Minister and 
Smt. Kaur  received an  audience by Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan.

The visit to the Kingdom of Thailand was at the invitation of Prime Minister, H.E. Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra. During his visit, 
Prime Minister discussed bilateral, regional and global issues of interest to both sides. India-Thailand relations are 
characterized by shared bonds of civilizational contacts. The partnership has been strengthened by close cooperation 
in political, security, economic and cultural contacts as well as coordination on regional issues.
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Project Steering Committee reviews the Housing Project

The Project Steering Committee (PSC) for the Indian 
Housing Project, co-chaired by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Economic Development and H.E. Ashok K 
Kantha, High Commissioner, met on 4 April 2013 and 
reviewed the progress of implementation of the Indian 
Housing Project. The meeting was attended by the 
officials of the Ministry of Economic Development, 
Presidential Task Force (PTF) and the High Commission of 
India.

The PSC placed on record its appreciation for the 
progress made in terms of selection of beneficiaries and 
release of funds during Year-I of Phase 2 of the Housing 
Project. The Co-Chairs noted that, as on 31 March 2013, 
first installment payments had been transferred to 
11,379 beneficiaries, second installment payments to 
3,448 beneficiaries, third installment to 741 beneficiaries 
and fourth installment to 18 beneficiaries. These work 
out to a total of 15,643 transactions, involving transfer of 
LKR2.28 billion, since the launch of the Project on 2 
October 2012, coinciding with the birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

The Co-Chairs noted with satisfaction that the target 
fixed for 31 March 2013, namely the release of first 
installment payments to 10,000 beneficiaries, had been 
exceeded. All efforts would be made to encourage at 
least 10,000 beneficiaries to complete their houses in 
Year-I. Based on the momentum achieved in moving 

forward the project, it was agreed to fix a target of 
selection and release of funds to 15,000 new 
beneficiaries during Year II of the Project.

It was agreed that Implementing Agencies (IAs) would 
work with the concerned Government functionaries of 
all the five districts of the Northern Province to address 
the issue of any scarcity of material or labour, which 
could affect the implementation of the Project, as it 
gathered greater pace.

The PSC decided to launch the Project in the Eastern 
Province in May 2013. It was agreed that priority would 
be accorded to the highly-affected areas in the Province, 
on the basis of a needs assessment indicating the 
number of resettled families.

The PSC noted that WAPCOS Ltd., a Public Sector 
Undertaking of Government of India has been selected 
as the Project Management Consultant (PMC) for Phase-
3 of the Indian Housing Project, involving construction of 
4,000 houses in the Central/Uva Provinces, under the 
agency-driven model.

The PSC commended the officials of the Government of 
Sri Lanka, the High Commission and the Implementing 
Agencies, for their commitment and efforts in showing 
significant progress and achieving the targets set for the 
implementation of the Project since its launch on 2 
October 2012.

Visit of a Monitoring Committee to Evaluate the Progress of ongoing Indian 
Development Projects In Sri Lanka

A high-level Monitoring Committee from the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, led by Mr. P.S. 
Raghavan,  Spec ia l  Secretary  (Deve lopment 
Partnership Administration) and Mr. Bimal Julka, 
Special Secretary and Financial Adviser, visited Sri 
Lanka from 9-12 April 2013 to monitor and evaluate 
the progress of ongoing development projects 
implemented by Government of India in Sri Lanka. 

The delegation visited the North Sea Fishnet factory at 
Gurunagar, Jaffna, which is being upgraded with latest 
equipment under a Project funded by Government of 
India at a cost of LKR 166 million, and is  fully 

BI-LATERAL BEAT
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operational with the latest equipment since May 2013. 
Under this Project, four fishnet making machines and 
two fishnet stretching machines for manufacturing 
different types of fishnets have been supplied, besides 
setting up of a water purification system, dye plant etc.  
24,000 kg of fishnet making twines were also supplied 
under the Project.  It is expected that this equipment will 
help increase the fishnet production at the factory from 
the present level of 60 MT per year to 300 MT per year.

 During the visit, the delegation, accompanied by the 
Consul General of India, Jaffna, Mr V. Mahalingam, also 
launched a Government of India funded Project to assist 
in the repair/renovation of 1,230 small business 

premises  a t  K i l inochch i  and 
Mullaiteevu, which were damaged 
during the last phase of the armed 
conflict.  A function was organized 
to launch the Project  at  the 
Cooperative Conference Hall in 
Kilinochchi, which was attended by 
Hon’ble M. ChandraKumar, Member 
o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  M r s .  R . 
Ketheeswaran, Government Agent 
of Kilinochchi, and Mr. Nalin Atygalle, 
Secretary General of Federation of 
Chambers of  Commerce and 
Industry of Sri Lanka, among others.  
Certificates were distributed at the 
event to 174 beneficiaries to mark 
the launch of the Project. The 
Project is being implemented at a 
cost of LKR 65.35 million, assisting 
1,230 beneficiaries to help rebuild 

their damaged business premises.  Depending on the 
scale of their business, beneficiaries are being provided 
LKR 25,000 (micro-category), LKR 50,000 (small-
category), LKR 1 lakh (medium-category) or LKR 2 lakh 
(large-category).  571 beneficiaries have been selected 
under the micro-category, 477 beneficiaries under the 
small category, 101 beneficiaries under the medium 
category and 81 beneficiaries under the large category.  
The funds for each beneficiary are transferred 
electronically directly into their bank accounts by the 
High Commission of India. The Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka is facilitating the 
implementation of the Project, by helping identify 
deserving beneficiaries and undertaking the necessary 
paperwork.

Visit of three ships of the Indian Navy's First Training Squadron to Sri Lanka

In continuation of the training interaction 
between the Sri Lankan Navy and Indian Navy, 
three ships of the Indian Navy’s ‘First Training 
Squadron’, commanded by Senior Officer 
Capt. Vinay Kumar Sawhney and comprising 
INS ‘Sujata’, INS ‘Tarangini’ and ICGS ‘Varuna’, 
had visited Colombo from 17-21 April 2013.  

INS ‘Sujata’ is an Offshore Patrol Vessel 
commanded by Commander Dalip Singh; INS 
‘Tarangini’ is a sail training ship commanded by 
Commander T Sugreev and ICGS ‘Varuna’ is an 
Offshore Patrol Vessel commanded by 
Commander KM Arun Kumar. 

The last visit to Sri Lanka by the First Training 
Squadron was in October 2010. Indian Navy’s 
Training Squadron Ships visit Sri Lanka 
regularly for the cadet exchange programme. 
During the visit, the Senior Officer Capt. Vinay 
Kumar Sawhney and the three Commanding 
officers paid courtesy calls on Rear Admiral 
SAMJ Perera, Director General Operations, 
Rear Admiral MUKV  Bandara, Director 
General Training and Rear Admiral SS 
Ranasinghe, COMWEST. The Indian cadets 
disembarked at Colombo, on a two-day tour to 
the Sri Lanka Naval and Maritime Academy at 
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Laying of Foundation Stone of the Mahatma Gandhi International 
Centre at Matale

H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India 
laid the Foundation Stone for construction of the 
Mahatma Gandhi International Centre at Matale, Central 
Province on April 22, 2013.    The ceremony was held in 
the presence of Hon. Arumugan Thondaman, Minister of 
Livestock and Rural Community Development; Hon. 

Muthu Sivalingam, Deputy Minister 
of Economic Development; Hon. 
A.H.MAzwar and Hon. P. Rajadurai, 
Members of Parliament, Hon. 
Anushia Sivarajah, Minister of Tamil 
Education, Sports and Youth Affairs 
of the Central Provincial Council,  Mr. 
Hilmy Mohammed, Mayor of Matale, 
Mr. A. Natarajan, Assistant High 
Commiss ioner  in  Kandy  and 
members of the Mahatma Gandhi 
Sabha, Matale.

In his remarks, High Commissioner 
Kantha  h igh l i ghted  that  the 
construction of the Mahatma 
Gandhi International Centre was 
fully funded by the Government of 
India at a cost of LKR 88.60 million 
and that the Centre, with  an 

auditorium, library, and a conference hall  would cater to 
the wider needs of the society. He appreciated the 
Matale Municipal Council for providing 80 perches of 
land to the Mahatma Gandhi Sabha for construction of 
the Centre and announced that the project would be 
completed within a period of one year.  He emphasized 

During the community welfare service, the ships team 
painted buildings, carried out electrical works and gifted 
rations to the Child Orphanage. On 19 April, the ships 
hosted a reception onboard INS Sujata and ICGS Varuna, 
which was attended by Vice Admiral JSK Colombage, 
Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, senior officers of the 
Sri Lanka Army, Navy and Air Force, High Commissioners/ 
Ambassadors and members of the Indian community. 
During the reception, the Commander of the Sri Lanka 
Navy thanked the Indian Navy for providing valuable 
training to Sri Lanka Navy. The Commander fondly 

Trincomalee and other places of interest. Naval 
personnel from the Ships rendered community welfare 
service at ArunShanthiNivas Child Orphanage at Wattala. 

remembered the various training 
courses he had undergone in India 
during his naval career. H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, the High Commissioner of 
India thanked the Commander of the 
N a v y  f o r  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g 
arrangements made by the Sri Lankan 
Navy for the visit of the ships, and 
expressed the hope that cooperation 

between the two sides would continue to expand for 
mutual benefit.

During this ship visit, training programmes for Sri Lankan 
Navy cadets were organised onboard INS ‘Sujata’ , INS 
‘Tarangini’ and ICGS ‘Varuna’. 250 cadets/under trainee 
officers from the Sri Lankan Navy embarked onboard the 
Indian ships for sea experience on 20 April 2013. Such 
visits underline the commitment of the Government of 
India to continuing the close cooperation with Sri Lanka 
in the field of defence and security.  
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that the spirituality flowing from all 
religions and communities would 
flourish at the Centre, which was 
one of the missions of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

The High Commissioner recalled 
that Mahatma Gandhi, during his 
three-week long visit to Sri Lanka in 
1927, made a whirlwind visit to 
various cities including Colombo, 
Kandy,  Matale,  Nuwara El iya, 
Badulla, Bandarawela, Hatton, 
Colombo, Galle, Jaffna, Point Pedro 
etc., to collect donations for his 
Khadi project.   He added that 
Mahatma Gandhi made at least 35 
speeches to Sri Lankan audiences 
and also visited many schools, 
namely, Trinity and Dharmaraja 
Colleges in Kandy, Zahira and 
Ananda Colleges in Colombo and 
laid the foundation stone for a 
female education centre in Matale, 
now known as the Pakk iyam 
National College.   

In their remarks, Hon. Muthu 
Sivalingam, the Deputy Minister for 
Economic Development, Hon. 
Azwar, the Member of Parliament as 

Fact-sheet on  Mahatma Gandhi International Centre, Matale

• Foundation stone laid by High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha on 22 April, 2013.

• Grant assistance by India for the project: LKR 88.60 million.

• The project is special as Gandhiji had visited Matale in 1927 during his visit   to Sri Lanka and laid the foundation stone for 

the Packiam National School and Mahatma Gandhi Sabha was formed in 1948 immediately after Gandhiji’s death to 

spread his ideals and message of universal peace and brotherhood.

• The Mahatma Gandhi Centre was constructed when the Matale Municipal Council leased about 80 perches of land to the 

Sabha in 1963.  During the 1983 riots, the Centre was completely damaged.

•  The Mahatma Gandhi Sabha, Matale had submitted a Proposal in April 2011 for construction of a Mahatma Gandhi 

International Centre in the land allotted by the Municipal Council.

•  The project was approved by the External Resources Department of the Ministry of Finance and Planning to be taken up 

as a Small development Project to be implemented with the assistance of India and the Urban Development Authority 

prepared the architectural and engineering design for the Project.

• Tenders were invited subsequently and the work is being awarded to M/s Wahid Construction to execute the Project.

Indian Developmental Assistance Projects/Schemes 
benefiting upcountry areas 

 Second phase of the Indian Housing Project for construction of 43,000 houses under the owner driven model was 

launched on 2nd October 2012, coinciding with the Birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

 In the third phase of Indian Housing Project, 4,000 houses will be constructed for the Central and Uva Provinces focusing 

on the estate people. This will be under agency driven model and Project Management Consultant has been appointed.   

It is planned to set up 40 townships in the estate areas each having 100 houses.

 The 150 Bed Base Hospital at Dickoya, Hatton being constructed under Indian grant assistance of SLR 1.20 billion is 

nearing completion.  The civil structural work is already completed and ancillary works like installation of lift system, 

sewerage plant etc are being executed.  Required equipment for the Hospital is being procured in consultation with the 

Ministry of Health, GoSL and is expected to be installed by August 2013. 

 India is offering about 350 CEWET scholarships to assist students from plantation areas besides another 440 scholarships 

that benefits students to pursue their higher education in Sri Lanka and India.  India would be spending SLR 2.50 billion 

towards these scholarships in the next three years.

 India has assisted in the setting up of three Vocational Training Centres at Hatton, Nuwara Eliya and Helboda at a cost of 

SLR 242 million.

well as  the Mayor of Matale, thanked 
the Government  of  Ind ia  for 
supporting this project and for 
India’s assistance for a number of 
other developmental projects 
including the flagship Indian Housing 
Project, Northern and Southern 
Railway Rehabilitation project, 150 
Bed Base Hospital at Dickoya, 
H a t t o n ,  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t h re e 
Vocational Training Centres at 
Hatton, Nuwara Eliya and Helboda, 
gifting of buses and 350 CEWET 
scholarships to assist students from 
the plantation areas, besides 440 
other scholarships that enabled 
students to pursue their higher 
education in Sri Lanka and in  India. 
They also spoke about Mahatma 
Gandhi’steachings related to truth 
and non-violence and his visit to Sri 
Lanka in 1927, which fostered the 
friendship between India and Sri 
Lanka.

The High Commissioner and Mrs. 
Sharmila Kantha also visited the 
Pakkiyam National College and paid 
homage to Gandhiji by garlanding his 
statue at the College.
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In a ceremony on 6 May 2013, High Commissioner of 
India H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, Hon'ble Douglas Devananda, 
Minister for Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise 
Development and Hon'ble G.A. Chandrasiri, Governor of 
Northern Province jointly unveiled a commemorative 
plaque to mark the commissioning of plant and 
machinery donated by the Government of India to the 
Fishnet Factory Northsea Limited at Gurunagar, Jaffna. 
Consul General of India Mr. V. Mahalingam, Secretary of 
Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise 
Development Mr. Sivagnanasothy, Chairman of 
Northsea Limited Mr. Arumugam Paranthaman and 
other senior officers of Northsea Limited were also 
present at the event.

Speaking on the occasion, High Commissioner Kantha 
reiterated the high importance placed by India to 
support initiatives for early resettlement of displaced 
persons in Northern Province and providing 
opportunities to enhance their livelihoods. He also 
expressed satisfaction that projects of Indian assistance 
in Northern Province were progressing well and 
appreciated the support provided by the local 
authorities in this regard. He noted that through the 
support of the government and the local community, the 
second phase of the Indian Housing Project which was 
launched on 2 October 2012 for construction of 43,000 
houses under the owner-driven model, was making 
good progress. More than 12,000 houses were already 
under construction and 10,000 houses were expected to 
be completed in the first year of the project. He also 
announced that the Northern Railway Project, which 
would re-establ ish connectiv ity to Jaffna and 
Talaimannar's, expected to be fully operational by March 
2014. High Commissioner expressed the hope that Sri 
Lanka would continue to move rapidly towards peace, 
development and reconciliation which was for the 
betterment of all communities.

In their remarks, Hon'ble Douglas Devananda and 
Hon'ble G.A. Chandrasiri recalled various assistance 
programmes extended by the Government of India to 
the people of Northern Province during the tenure of 

High Commissioner Kantha and noted that such 
assistance has been timely, followed a phased approach 
and was entirely based on priorities set by the 
Government and people of Sri Lanka. They expressed 
their sincere appreciation on behalf of the Provincial 
Government and the people of the Northern Province 
for this assistance which had gone a long way in 
supporting return of normalcy in the Province.

The Northsea Fishnet Factory has been upgraded with 
the supply of plant and machinery under this project 
which is entirely funded through grant assistance by the 
Government of India to the tune of LKR 166 million (USD 
1.32 million). The project involves supply of four fishnet 
making machines and fishnet stretching machines 
besides setting up of a water purifier system, dye plant, 
etc. The Factory is expected to be fully functional by end 
of May 2013. Following the upgradation, production is 
expected to increase from the present level of 60 metric 
tonnes per year to 300 metric tonnes per year.

India has also been supporting other projects for 
rehabilitation, resettlement and well-being of displaced 
persons in the Northern Province in the areas of shelter 
(through donation of roofing sheets & cement bags and 
construction & repair of houses under the Indian 
Housing Project for 50,000 houses), health-care 
(providing emergency medical relief, organising artificial 
limbs re-fitment camps and equipping hospitals), 
livelihood generation (provision of fishing equipment, 
tractors, bicycles, trishaws, agricultural equipment and 
seeds), education (repairs of 79 schools, distribution of 
computers & printers to schools, establishing 
nenashalas, supply of buses to educational institutions 
and setting up of vocational training centres), improving 
industrial/ research infrastructure and trading 
opportunities (rehabilitation of Atchuvely Industrial 
Estate, Palmyrah Research Institute and financial 
assistance for renovation of damaged business 
buildings) and infrastructure development (restoration 
of Northern Railway lines and rehabilitation of Palaly 
Airport).

Commissioning of Plant and Machinery supplied under Indian Assistance at 
the Fishnet Factory - Northsea Limited, Gurunagar, Jaffna
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High Commissioner of India H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, 
participated in a brief ceremony on 6 May 2013 at 
Kankesanthurai  (KKS)  Harbour to mark the completion 
of the dredging operation.The “Joint Post Dredging 
Survey” chart was formally handed over by the High 
Commissioner to Capt. NihalKeppetipola, Managing 
Director of Sri Lanka Port Authority (SLPA).The dredging 
work at the KKS Harbour has been undertaken by the 
Dredging Corporation of India (DCI), a public sector 
undertaking of the Government of India. Consul General 
of India Mr. V. Mahalingam, Mr. Nielkhawsiem, 
Manager(Operations) of DCI and senior officials of the 
Navy were also present at the event.  

Speaking on the occasion, High Commissioner stated 
that with the completion of dredging operation, four 
phases of the Project supported through grant 
assistance from the Government of India of USD 25 
million had been completed satisfactorily. This had 
paved the way for commencement of rest of the work by 
SLPA, under a concessional line of credit from the 
Government of India. He hoped that this work would be 
undertaken expeditiously. High Commissioner 
underlined that the rehabilitation of the Harbour would 
go a long way in development of economic infrastructure 
in the Northern Province, support domestic as well as 
regional commerce and connectivity as well as pave the 
way for exploitation of KKS Harbour as a commercial 
port. In his remarks, Capt. Keppetipola thanked the 
Government of India for its assistance in the 
rehabilitation of the Harbour and assured that the SLPA 
would make all efforts to undertake and complete the 

work promptly.

The dredging operation, which is the fourth 
phase of work, has been undertaken under a 
fully funded grant from the Government of India 
to the tune of INR 11.32 crores (US $ 2.055 
million).  A “Trailer Suction Hopper Dredger” 
from DCI arrived at KKS Harbour on 19 April 
2013 and commenced dredging operations the 
same day.  The whole process of dredging of the 
harbour was successfully completed in fifteen 
days and on 3 May 2013, the Dredger sailed 
back to India.  

The KKS Harbour rehabilitation project is a 
complex and wide-ranging project, with 
mult ip le phases involv ing prel iminary 

hydrographic survey (Phase I ) ,  geo-technical 
investigations and preparation of Detailed Project 
Report (Phase II), wreck removal and disposal (Phase III), 
dredging (Phase IV), rehabilitation of breakwater/pier 
and construction of new pier with attendant Port 
facilities (Phase V) and final hydrographic survey and 
preparation of Harbour chart (Phase VI). Phase V and the 
final Phase VI would be executed through a concessional 
line of credit provided by the Government of India to the 
Government of Sri Lanka.

Phase I was completed by an Indian Navy ship in June-July 
2010 as part of the preparation for this project. The 
second phase involving geo-technical investigations and 
preparation of DPR by M/s RITES Ltd was completed in 
July 2011 and the DPR was accepted by SLPA in July 2012. 
The cost involved was about INR 2.8 crores (USD 0.5 
million approx.). Following the signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding and an agreement between India and 
Sri Lanka on 21 July 2011, work on the third phase of the 
project involving wreck-removal and salvage was 
inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister of Economic 
Development  Bas i l  Ra japaksa and H.E .  H igh 
Commissioner of India Ashok K. Kantha at a ceremony on 
26 July 2011.  The wreck-removal work was completed on 
6 January 2012 at a cost of about USD19.5 million, which 
was fully funded by a grant from the Government of 
India.  The wreck free Harbour was officially handed over 
by the then Minister of External Affairs of India Hon’ble 
S.M. Krishna to the Sri Lanka authorities on 18 January 
2012.

Completion of Dredging Operation at KKS Harbour

A ceremony was held  at Madhu Road on 14 May 2013 to 
mark the inauguration of the reconstructed railway track 
between Medawachchiya and Madhu Road. The 
ceremony was attended by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Economic Development, H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Hon. Kumara 
Welgama, Minister of Transport ,  Hon. Rishad 
Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & Commerce, Hon. 
Douglas Devananda, Minister of Traditional Industries & 

Small Enterprise Development, Hon. G. A. Chandrasiri, 
Governor of the Northern Province, Hon. Rohana 
Dissanayake, Deputy Minister of Transport, Hon. 
Duminda Dissanayake, Deputy Minister of Youth Affairs 
& Skills Development, senior officials from the Ministry of 
Transport, Presidential Task Force, Sri Lanka Railways, 
the Northern Province and officials from IRCON 
International Ltd.  As part of the ceremony, the 
d ign i ta r ies  under took  a  t ra in  journey  f rom 
Anuradhapura to Madhu Road. 

Inauguration of Medawachchiya - Madhu Road reconstructed railway track 
built by IRCON International Ltd. under concessional Indian Line of Credit

10

    APRIL  -   JUNE  2013



The 43-km long reconstructed railway track between 
Medawachchiya and Madhu Road represents the first 
phase of the project to reconstruct the Northern Railway 
Line, covering a total length of 252 km. The 43-km 
segment has been completed on schedule at a cost of 
about US $ 81 million.  As part of India’s effort to provide 
for the reconstruction of Northern Sri Lanka, the 
Government of India had pledged a line of credit of USD 
800 million at significantly concessional rates for various 
aspects of the Northern Railway project, including 
reconstruction of railway lines, installation of signalling 
and telecom systems and the procurement of rolling 
stock.  The work on the various segments is progressing 
as per schedule, and includes tracking laying work in  
Medawachchiya – Madhu Road, Madhu Road - 
Talaimannar and Omanthai – Pallai and Pallai – KKS and 
installation of signaling and telecommunication systems 
on all these sectors.

Speaking on the occasion, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa and the 
other Ministers who participated in the event, praised 
the assistance provided by the Government of India 
towards reconstruction in the Northern Province. All the 
dignitaries commended the timely completion of the 
project funded by the Government of India.  Hon. Basil 
Rajapaksa noted that “India has been with Sri Lanka at 

every step in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of 
Northern Sri Lanka.”

High Commissioner Kantha, in his remarks, said India is 
committed to working with the Government of Sri Lanka 
towards the consolidation of peace, prosperity and 
development in the country. He termed the occasion as 
“historic” and noted that regular train service between 
Medawachchiya and Madhu Road has been restored 
after a gap of about 25 years. He added that the 
reconstruction of transport-related infrastructure would 
restore normal life, generate and support livelihood-
related activities and also assist in restoring connectivity, 
not only within the Northern Province, but also with the 
rest of the country, thus promoting development and 
reconciliation. The High Commissioner also mentioned 
that train services to Talaimannar as also to Jaffna and 
Kankesanthurai were expected to start by end-March 
2014, well ahead of schedule, after the completion of 
track laying work, signaling and other necessary 
infrastructure, and trial runs. He said that a new pier at 
Talaimannar would also be built, which would pave the 
way for resumption of ferry service between Talaimannar 
and Rameswaram, reinforcing old ties and bonds that 
have existed historically between the two countries.
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A Handbook on the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement 
was released on 15 May 2013 by Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, 
Minister for Industry and Commerce, Government of Sri 
Lanka and H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of 
India.  The handbook was brought out by the High 
Commission of India in collaboration with the Institute of 
Policy Studies, Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Anura Sirwardena, Secretary, Ministry of Industry & 
Commerce,  Mr. Saman Kelegama, Executive Director, 
Institute of Policy Studies, Mr. Vish Govindaswamy, 
President, India-Sri Lanka Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ISLCCI), Dr. Indrajith Coomaraswamy, Director, 
Pathfinder Foundation, Mr. Sunil G. Wijesinha, President, 
National Chamber of Commerce, Mr. P. Kumaran, Deputy 
High Commissioner,  Mr.  Manish,  Economic & 
Commercial Counsellor, members of Indo-Sri Lanka 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, representatives of 
various business houses, India CEOs, officials from 
government departments and media representatives 
participated in the event.

In his remarks at the event, Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen 
noted that India and Sri Lanka were inseparable friends 
with a vibrant and growing economic and commercial 
partnership which had witnessed both trade and 
investment expanding greatly in recent years.  Over the 
past decade or so, the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement (ISFTA) had made a substantial contribution in 
bringing 70% of Sri Lankan exports to India under the FTA, 
while only about 30% of the Indian exports to Sri Lanka 
were being made under the FTA.  At a time when Sri 
Lanka’s traditional markets in the West were showing slow 
recovery from the global economic crisis, the growing 
markets in Asia, including that of India, provided a great 
opportunity for enhancing Sri Lankan exports via the 
ISFTA.   As a result, in 2012, imports from India stood at 
19% of the overall imports of Sri Lanka (largest source of 
imports to Sri Lanka), while Sri Lanka’s exports to India 
stood at 5.8% of overall exports of Sri Lanka (3rd largest 
destination for Sri Lankan exports), with total trade 
between the two countries amounting to USD 4.2 billion.

Dr. Saman Kelegama, Dr. Indrajith Coomaraswamy and 
Mr. Vish Govindaswamy, during their remarks, sought to 
dispel the misconceptions surrounding some of the 
criticisms of the ISFTA.  Although there was a commonly-
held misconception that a FTA between a large and a 
small country would appear to bring all benefits for the 
larger country, if the asymmetry between the two 
countries was duly accommodated by recognizing the 
principle of Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) for 
the small country, a “win-win” situation could be worked 
out.  This asymmetry was accommodated in the ISFTA 
right from the outset, by offering a longer tariff 
liberalization period for Sri Lanka, a larger negative list, 
favourable rules of origin, etc. This had enabled more 
than 70% of Sri Lankan goods to be exported to India via 
the FTA (83% in 2011) compared to less than 30% for 
India (13% in 2011). The Import-Export ratio between Sri 
Lanka and India had declined from 10.3 to 1 in 2000, to 
6.4 to 1 in 2012. Had the FTA not happened, Sri Lankan 
exports to India would have been considerably less than 
what has been achieved and the trade deficit would have 
been much larger, given the large volume of Indian 
exports being made outside the FTA. It had to be noted 
that the trade deficit with India got somewhat 
compensated by the large capital flows from India to Sri 
Lanka in terms of FDI, aid, etc.  Thus, there was little logic 
to use the trade imbalance alone as a guide to assess the 
progress of an FTA.

 In his address, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner 
of India, recalled the urgent need to promote further 
Indo-Sri Lankan trade by various stakeholders including 
the Governments of Sri Lanka and India, Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of both the countries and above 
all the businessmen and entrepreneurs, and to take them 
to the next level.  The High Commissioner highlighted 
that in 2011-12, India’s imports from Sri Lanka went up by 
almost 45% to cross USD720 million, making Sri Lanka 
the largest source of merchandise from the South Asian 
region for India.  This was a big jump from the USD45 
million imports in 2000-01, when Sri Lanka occupied 4th 
rank as an import source for India in the region.  Sri 

Release of a handbook on the "India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement”
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Lanka’s exports to India had multiplied by over 16 times in 
this period, while India’s exports to Sri Lanka had gone up 
by less than 7 times. There was thus no doubt that the FTA 
had brought significant benefits to both sides, but more 
to Sri Lanka. A number of top Indian companies had 
displayed high interest in Sri Lanka, investing in the 
country across sectors such as infrastructure, 
manufacturing, services, and construction. The 
cumulative FDI approvals for Indian investments stood at 
about USD 1 billion since 2003, with investment inflows of 
USD160 million in 2012. Nearly USD 2 billion worth of FDI 
had been committed by Indian companies for the next 
five years or so.  However, the investment flow was by no 
means one-sided as Sri Lankan companies too were 
finding substantial opportunities in the large Indian 
market, leveraging FTA provisions. The bilateral economic 
cooperation today extended across multiple areas of 
engagement, including trade in goods and services, 
tourism, infrastructure, education, science and 
technology, and agriculture. Air connectivity had gone up 
manifold and there were about 120 flights a week 
between Colombo and eight destinations in India; almost 
one-fifth of tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka was from India.  
The beneficial synergy in bilateral economic relations was 
best illustrated by the container traffic of Colombo Port, 
which handled nearly thirty percent of the container 
transshipment business of India; India-linked cargo, in 
turn, accounted for over three-fourths of the Port’s total 
container transshipment volume.

  The High Commissioner made a special emphasis on the 
impetus generated during the landmark visit of Hon. 
Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry and 
Textiles, Government of India, to Sri Lanka from 3-5 
August 2012 coinciding with the inauguration of the “The 
India Show – Land of Limitless Opportunities”. During the 
visit, the two governments had set an ambitious target of 
doubling bilateral trade to reach USD 10 billion by the 
year 2015.  It was also decided to take several key steps to 
further deepen trade and investment relations, including 
by focusing on increasing Sri Lanka’s export capacity with 
promotion of manufacturing of products like automobile 
parts, engineering products and pharmaceuticals, with 
Indian investments and forging linkages across the 
production and supply chains of the two countries.  To 
take these proposals forward, the two governments had 

constituted a high-level Joint Task Force.  Highlighting the 
non-reciprocal concessions granted by the Government 
of India in recent months, the High Commissioner said 
India had taken several key initiatives, including allowing 
export of 8 million pieces of garments to India by Sri 
Lankan exporters (condition of importing fabric from 
India for exporting 5 million pieces of garment removed); 
issue of import permits for processed meat for one year 
(earlier it was six months); allowing import of two 
additional fruits, namely Rambutan and Mangosteen 
from Sri Lanka; proposing to enter into a Customs 
Cooperation Agreement and signing a Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement.

Both  Hon.  R i shad  Bath iudeen and the  H igh 
Commissioner conveyed their sincere appreciation to the 
Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka for partnering with 
the High Commission in bringing out the handbook. The 
High Commissioner also acknowledged the support 
received from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India, and the various government 
departments and the chambers of commerce and 
industry in Sri Lanka.

The ‘Handbook on the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement’ aims at facilitating a better understanding of 
the close economic and commercial partnership that has 
resulted between the two countries following the entry 
into force of the FTA. Although there is a lot of information 
and literature on the ISFTA, they remain scattered. The 
handbook attempts to bring this scattered information 
together to assist the business community and other 
stakeholders to obtain a better understanding of the 
ISFTA. In addition to a brief analysis on what has 
happened so far under the ISFTA, the handbook 
reproduces the Free Trade Agreement and technical 
details relevant to the Agreement such as the Negatives 
Lists, Rules of Origin, etc., and agencies dealing with the 
ISFTA.

The hard copy of the Handbook can be obtained from the 
Economic & Commercial Wing of the High Commission of 
India by sending an e-mail to com.colombo@gmail.com. 
Soft copy of the Handbook can be downloaded from the 
website of the High Commission www.hcicolombo.org 
under the icon Publications and can also be seen on the 
facebook page www.facebook.com/hcicolombo
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The Indian Housing Project was launched on the ground 
in the Eastern Province on 22 May 2013 jointly by Hon. 
Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development and 
H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India. In 
events organized at three different locations in 
Batticaloa district, certificates were handed over to some 
of  the  se lected benefic iar ies .  Hon.  Basheer 
Segudawood, Minister of Productivity Promotion, Hon. 
M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development, Hon. V. Muralitharan, Deputy Minister of 
Resettlement, Hon. Rear Admiral (Retd.) Mohan 
Wijewickrama, Governor of Eastern Province, Hon. 
Najeeb Abdul Majeed, Chief Minister of Eastern Province 
and Hon. Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan, former Chief 
Minister of Eastern Province were also present. 

In his remarks on the occasion, Minister Basil Rajapaksa 
recal led the s ignificant  contr ibut ion of  High 
Commissioner Kantha in initiating and implementing 
wide ranging projects of Indian assistance in the 
Northern and Eastern Provinces after the end of the war 
and, in particular, his steadfast commitment to ensuring 
the launch of the Housing Project. He highlighted how 
the Housing Project was indicative of the phased, timely 
and sequenced manner of India's development 
assistance to Sri Lanka which has been based on 
requirements on the ground. Minister Rajapaksa also 
pointed out that among donor-funded humanitarian 
assistance projects in Sri Lanka, the Indian Housing 
Project was unmatched and unprecedented in its scale, 
reach and impact. He underlined the critical role of 
Indian assistance in supporting the return of normalcy in 
the Province. Other dignitaries also thanked the 
Government of India for the assistance extended in 
resettlement and rehabilitation of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka, especially through the Indian 
Housing Project. 

In his address, High Commissioner Kantha reiterated the 
importance attached by India to support initiatives for 
early resettlement of displaced persons in Northern and 
Eastern Provinces and providing opportunities to 
enhance their livelihoods. He expressed satisfaction that 
projects of Indian assistance in Northern Province were 
progressing well and appreciated the support provided 
by local authorities in this regard. He noted that through 
the support of the government and the local community, 
the second phase of the Indian Housing Project for 
construction of 43,000 houses under the owner-driven 
model, which was launched in the Northern Province on 
2 October 2012, was making good progress. More than 
12,000 houses were already under construction and 
10,000 houses were expected to be completed in the 
first year of the project. The High Commissioner assured 
that the target of completion of all the 50,000 houses to 
be constructed under the Project would be achieved 
within three years. 

A total of 4,000 housing units are expected to be 
constructed in Eastern Province under the Indian 
Housing Project. Since 2009, India has also implemented 
other development assistance projects to the tune of 
LKR 1.1 billion (approx) in the Eastern Province. These 
projects include supply of boats and fishing equipment 
to fishermen of Vaharai, provision of five units of Rail-Bus 
to connect Batticaloa and Trincomalee, setting up of a 

Siddha Faculty at Trincomalee functioning under the 
Eastern University, setting up of twenty Nenashalas (E-
learning centres) across the Eastern Province to promote 
IT literacy in rural areas, provision of 1,260 computers 
and 218 printers to 550 schools and colleges, setting up 
of Vocational Training Centres at Vantharamullai and 
Onthachimadam, training in self-employment for war-
affected women in Batticaloa, supply of trishaws to war 
widows of Batticaloa and Ampara and setting up of an 
English language lab at Trincomalee as part of the Project 
to set up labs in each of the nine provinces of Sri Lanka. 

The second phase of the Indian Housing Project adopts 
an owner-driven methodology, under which owner-
beneficiaries are involved in the process of construction. 
A cash grant of LKR 550,000 (approx. INR 230,000) is 
being provided for construction of a new house in 
installments linked to progress in construction. A cash 
grant of up to LKR 250,000 (approx. INR 104,000) will be 
provided for repair of a housing unit based on actual 
assessment of damage. 

To facilitate the construction of houses under this phase, 
the Government of India had earlier, through a 
compet i t i ve  process ,  se lec ted  four  reputed 
Implementing Agencies, viz., UN-Habitat, International 
Federation of Red Cross in partnership with Sri Lanka 
Red Cross, National Housing Development Agency of Sri 
Lanka and Habitat for Humanity. Beneficiaries under the 
Project are being selected through a transparent and 
norm-based process on the basis of clearly-defined and 
objective criteria. These beneficiaries will undertake the 
construction/repair of their houses with necessary 
technical assistance and support provided by the 
Implementing Agencies. 

The Indian Housing Project, which aims to support 
resettlement and rehabilitation of IDPs in Northern and 
Eastern Provinces, is part of Government of India's 
overall commitment to build 50,000 houses announced 
by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh during the State 
visit of the President Mahinda Rajapaksa to India in June 
2010. The entire Project is fully funded by the 
Government of India with a total outlay of LKR 30.6 billion 
(INR 1,372 crore or approx. US $ 270 million) making it 
one of  the largest  grant assistance projects 
implemented by the Government outside India. 

In order to ensure early operationalisation of this 
commitment, a Pilot Project under the agency-driven 
model involving construction of 1,000 houses was 
launched in April 2011 and successfully completed in July 
2012. The third phase of the Housing project is expected 
to commence soon. In this phase, about 2,000 houses 
will be directly built by construction agencies for people 
from most vulnerable sections of IDPs in the Northern 
and Eastern provinces who are unable to build their own 
houses and 4,000 houses for workers in tea estates in 
the Central and Uva Provinces. 

The Indian Housing Project is being carried out in close 
consultation with and cooperation of the Government of 
Sri Lanka. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
on 17 January 2012 between the two governments 
covering various aspects of project implementation.

Launch of Indian Housing Project in the Eastern Province
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Launch of Indian Housing Project in the Eastern Province
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H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India, accompanied by Mrs. Sharmila Kantha paid a farewell call on H.E. 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka at Temple Trees on Friday, 3 May 2013. 
H.E. the President of Sri Lanka hosted a breakfast for H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner and Mrs. 
SharmilaKantha.

High Commissioner of India H.E. Ashok K. Kantha had a 
farewell meeting with Hon'ble Speaker Chamal 
Rajapaksa at Parliament on 8 May 2013. 

High Commissioner thanked Hon'ble Speaker for 
extending his unstinted support for furtherance of India-
Sri Lanka ties. He recalled various visits by Parliamentary 
delegations during his tenure and, in this context, 
conveyed that he looked forward to the visit of Hon'ble 

Speaker with a Parliamentary delegation to India during 
the Monsoon Session of the Indian Parliament. 

Hon'ble Speaker placed on record the role played by 
High Commissioner Kantha in promoting closer ties 
between the two countries, including through 
Parliamentary exchanges between the two countries. 
He underlined the need for continuance of such 
exchanges in order to develop a better understanding of 
situations and issues as well as for promoting exchanges 
between young Parliamentarians of the two countries in 
order to invest in the future of the relationship. He also 
stated that he looked forward to his visit to India.

Farewell call on H.E. the President by the High Commissioner of India

Farewell call by High Commissioner of India on Hon. Speaker of Parliament

FAREWELL TO HIGH COMMMISSIONER
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Farewell lunch hosted by India-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Association

High Commissioner of India H.E. Ashok K. Kantha was 
hosted for a farewell lunch by the India-Sri Lanka 
Parliamentary Friendship Association on 8th 
May 2013. Hon'ble Speaker of Parliament 
Chamal Rajapaksa, Leader of the House Hon'ble 
Nimal Siripala de Silva, Deputy Speaker Hon'ble 
Chandima Weerakkody, Chief Government Whip 
and Minister of Water Supply & Drainage 
Hon'ble Dinesh Gunawardena, Chief Opposition 
Whip Hon'ble John Amaratunga as well as 
members of various parties across the political 
spectrum were present on the occasion. 

Hon'ble Nimal Siripala de Silva recalled the key 
role played by the High Commissioner in 
maintaining a high frequency of Parliamentary 
exchanges between India and Sri Lanka during 
the last three years and his stellar contribution in 
promoting better understanding and friendship 
between the two countries. He called for continued 
dialogue between lawmakers of the two countries 
through further intensification of these Parliamentary 
exchanges. 

In his remarks, High Commissioner Kantha thanked the 
Parliamentary Association for its continued support in 
promoting better understanding between the two 
countries. He noted that the Association, which was 

revived within a few months of the formation of the new 
Parliament and has been fortunate to have Hon'ble 
Prime Minister, Hon'ble Speaker and Hon'ble Leader of 
Opposition as Patrons and the Hon'ble Leader of the 
House as the Chairman, comprises of more than seventy 
MPs, representing all political parties in the Sri Lankan 
Parliament as members, which reflected the strong 
across the board support for India-Sri Lanka relations. 
High Commissioner expressed confidence that the 
continued efforts of the Parliamentary Friendship 
Associations, both in Sri Lanka and India, would lead to 
newer and higher levels of friendship between the 
Parliaments and peoples of the two countries. 

There have been frequent exchanges of visits between 
Parliaments of the two countries in the last three years. 
Hon'ble Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa visited India in July-
August 2011; Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha Mrs. Meira 

Kumar visited Sri Lanka in February 2011 and again in 
September 2012 for the 58th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Conference; Hon'ble Leader 
of Opposition Mrs. Sushma Swaraj led a Parliamentary 
delegation to Sri Lanka in April 2012 and a five-member 
Parliamentary delegation visited Sri Lanka last month. 
These visits have provided a forum for regular and 
institutionalized discussions between the two 
Parliaments as well as for exchange of legislative 
experiences between lawmakers elected by the people.

Visit of High Commissioner to Central Province

H.E. Mr. Ashok K Kantha, the High Commissioner of India 
to Sri Lanka, during his visit to the Central Province on 
22nd and 23rd April 2013, paid farewell calls on Hon. Tikiri 
Kobbekaduwa, Governor of Central Province, and Hon. 
Sarath Ekanayake, Chief Minister of Central Province.

During the meetings, High Commissioner Kantha  noted 
the strong and close bilateral relationship between India 
and Sri Lanka and highlighted various developmental 
projects being implemented in Sri Lanka, with particular 
reference to the Central Province, with Indian grant 
assistance, supplementing the various initiatives of the 
Government of Sri Lanka, to uplift the standard of living of 
the estate workers. He underlined that construction work 
at the 150-bed base hospital at Dickoya, Hatton, was 
progressing smoothly and that the fully-equipped hospital 

would be handed over by August/September 2013.  Hon. 
Governor and Hon. Chief Minister appreciated the 
Government of India’s sustained efforts towards the 

17

    APRIL  -   JUNE   2013



upliftment of plantation workers in the Upcountry areas 
and thanked the Government of India for constructing the 
150-bed hospital at Dickoya, setting up three Vocational 
Training Centres, providing CEWET and Mahatma Gandhi 
scholarships for higher education and also making 
available buses for improved access and connectivity in 
the estate areas. They also commended the installation of 
the 16-foot high statue of Lord Buddha in Sarnath style, 
from the Gupta period, at the entrance of the 
International Buddhist Museum and the efforts underway 
to set up the Indian Gallery at the International Buddhist 
Museum at Sri Dalada Maligawa. The High Commissioner 

offered to gift books to the public library at Getambe in 
Peradeniya, set up by the Central Provincial Council and to 
have further discussions on collaborating with respect to 
setting up an Institute of Higher Studies in the Central 
Province.   

 Responding to concerns expressed by the two dignitaries 
regarding the two unfortunate incidents involving assaults 
on Sri Lankan Buddhist monks in Tamil Nadu state of India, 
High Commissioner Kantha underlined that these were 
isolated incidents and did not reflect the strong people-to-
people bonds that have been an integral part of the close 
historical, cultural and civilizational ties between the two 
countries. He also conveyed that the state government of 
Tamil Nadu had taken immediate action to identify and 
prosecute the miscreants responsible for these incidents 
and that the Government of India, in consultation with the 
concerned state governments, has taken and will 
continue to take all possible measures to ensure the 
safety, security and well-being of Sri Lankan visitors to 
India, including to Tamil Nadu.

 The meetings were held in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere and the High Commissioner extended an 
invitation to the Hon. Governor and the Hon. Chief 
Minister to visit India.

Farewell calls on Most Venerable MahanayakeTheros by the 
High Commissioner of India

H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, the High Commissioner of 
India to Sri Lanka, visited the Central Province on 22-
23 April 2013 and paid farewell calls on the Most 
Venerable Mahanayake Thero of Malwatte Chapter 
on 22 April and the Most Venerable Mayanayake 
Thero of Asgiriya Chapter and Mahanayaka Maha 
Thero of Ramagna Chapter on 23 April, 2013.   

During the calls, the Most Venerable Mahanayake 
Theros of Malwatte and Asgiriya Chapters and 
Mahanayaka Maha Thero of Ramagna Chapter 
highlighted the more than 2500 years old 
relationship between India and Sri Lanka, built upon 
a legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and 
linguistic ties and Buddhism, brought to Sri Lanka by 
Prince Arhat Mahinda in the 3rd century BC, being a 
treasured bond uniting our two countries.

Responding to their concerns about the two 
unfortunate incidents involving assaults on Sri 
Lankan Buddhist monks in Tamil Nadu state of 
India, High Commissioner Kantha underlined that 
these were isolated incidents and did not reflect the 
strong people-to-people bonds that have been an 
integral part of the close historical, cultural and 
civilizational ties between the two countries. He 
also informed that the state government of Tamil 
Nadu had taken immediate action to identify and 
prosecute the miscreants responsible for these 
incidents and that the Government of India, in 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  s t a t e 
governments, had taken and would continue to 
take all possible measures to ensure the safety, 
security and well-being of Sri Lankan visitors to 
India, including to Tamil Nadu.

 The High Commissioner agreed that the cultural 

High Commissioner, Ashok K. Kantha calling on Most Venerable Mahanayake Thero 

of Asgiriya Chapter — in Kandy, Sri Lanka.

High Commissioner, Ashok K. Kantha Calling on Most Venerable Mahanayake Thero of 

Malwatte Chapter — in Kandy, Sri Lanka.
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interaction between India and Sri Lanka had been intense, 
resulting in constant cross-fertilization in the spheres of 
art, literature, culture and philosophy. The journey of the 
Holy Tree from India to Sri Lanka and back, nurtured by the 
soil of both lands and sustained through the caring hands 
of Indians and Sri Lankans, symbolized this exchange of 
ethos. The High Commissioner underlined that in keeping 
with this spirit, it had been our joint endeavour to further 
enrich this heritage. He noted that the successful 
organization of an exposition of Sacred Kapilavastu Relics 
in Sri Lanka last year, after a gap of 34 years, the visit of H.E. 
the President of Sri Lanka to India in September 2012 to 

inaugurate the University of Buddhist and Indic 
Studies at Sanchi and to Bodh Gaya in February this 
year, the installation of a 16-foot high statue of Lord 
Buddha in the Sarnath style from Gupta period at 
the entrance of the International Buddhist 
Museum, the process underway for setting up an 
Indian Gallery at the International Buddhist 
Museum and a series of events organized by the 
two countries to jointly commemorate the 2600th 
anniversary of the Attainment of Enlightenment by 
Lord Buddha (Sambuddhatva Jayanthi), stand 
testimony to the fact that we cherished Buddhism 
as an important dimension of our common 
heritage.

The Most Venerable Mahanayake Theros of 
Malwatte and Asgiriya Chapters and Mahanayaka 

Maha Thero of  Ramagna Chapter appreciated the steps 
taken by the Government of India to address concerns in 
this regard and to make appropriate arrangements to 
provide security for Sri Lankan citizens visiting India.

 High Commissioner Kantha also extended an invitation to 
Most Venerable Mahanayake Theros of Malwatte and 
Asgiriya Chapters and Mahanayaka Maha Thero of 
Ramagna Chapter to visit India, who blessed him for the 
role played by him in further strengthening the friendly 
relationship between India and Sri Lanka and the steps 
initiated by him to enhance people-to-people interaction 
between the two countries.

High Commissioner, Ashok K. Kantha calling on Mahanayaka Maha Thero of 

Ramagna Chapter  — in Kandy, Sri Lanka.

As part of his farewell meetings, High 
Commissioner of India H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha was hosted for high tea by the 
Governor of the Northern Province, 
Hon'ble G.A. Chandrasiri, at Jaffna on 6 
May 2013. The Mayor of Jaffna, the Vice 
Chancellor of Jaffna University, the 
Government Agent of Jaffna, senior 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l 
Administration, including the Chief 
Secretary, Secretary to Governor and 
Secretaries of other departments were 
also present. 

Speaking on the occasion, Hon'ble 
Governor recalled the stellar contribution 
of High Commissioner Kantha in initiating 
and implementing wide ranging projects 
of Indian assistance in the Northern Province after the 
end of the war. He highlighted the critical role of Indian 
assistance in supporting return of normalcy in the 
Province. 

In his remarks, the High Commissioner thanked the 
Hon'ble Governor and officials of the Provincial 
Administration for the support provided in the 
implementation of various Indian assistance projects in 
Northern Province. He also assured Government of 
India's continued commitment to assist in the 
resettlement and rehabil itation efforts of the 
Government of Sri Lanka and contribute to the 
enhancement of livelihood opportunities of the people 
of Northern Province. 

High Commissioner had a separate 
interaction with members of the 
political parties and civil society 
groups in Jaffna the same day. 
Members of civil society thanked the 
High Commissioner for the support 
and assistance provided by the 
Government of India to the people of 
Northern Province and conveyed 
their expectation of continued 
assistance from the Government 
and people of India. In this context, 
t h e y  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  H i g h 
Commissioner's unrelenting efforts 
t o w a r d s  e n s u r i n g  e a r l y 
implementation of Indian assistance 
projects during his tenure. 

High Commissioner Kantha assured his interlocutors of 
the Government of India's continued support for 
resettlement and rehabilitation as well as for initiatives to 
take forward the process of reconciliation. He welcomed 
the announcement regarding the conduct of elections to 
the Northern Provincial Council in September 2013 and 
expressed the hope that Sri Lanka would continue to 
make rapid progress towards peace, development and 
reconciliation, which would be for the betterment of all 
communities.

High Commissioner's meeting with Hon. Governor of Northern Province
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Bi latera l  re lat ions  have 
e x p a n d e d  m a n i f o l d  - 
O u t g o i n g  I n d i a n  H i g h 
Commissioner ByManjula 
Fernando 

Excerpts of an Interview with 
o u t g o i n g  I n d i a n  H i g h 
Commiss ioner  Ashok K. 
Kantha.

Q: Time has come to bid farewell to Sri Lanka. What 
will you be taking back? Any regrets or work that you 
wished you had more time to complete?

A: I am leaving Sri Lanka after a tenure of three and a half 
years. I arrived here in November 2009, which was six 
months after end of the armed conflict. It was a historic 
juncture - for Sri Lanka as well as for India-Sri Lanka 
relations.

During this period I have seen impressive changes taking 
place in Sri Lanka. I have also seen relations between India 
and Sri Lanka developing in a comprehensive manner. I will 
be taking back with me very pleasant memories of my stay 
here. I am preparing to complete my assignment here with 
a sense of fulfillment that India - Sri Lanka relations, which 
have always been close and friendly, are today perhaps 
stronger than they were when I arrived.

I believe there is a very strong commitment from both sides 
to take this relationship forward. You talked about regrets. I 
will not say regrets but you know it's a process. When it 
comes to a job like mine, you work on the edifice which has 
been created by your predecessors, and you leave behind 
some tasks for your successor.

India and Sri Lanka are linked by our geography, our history, 
shared civilizational heritage, by common interests, by a 
shared commitment to advancing this relationship. There 
are a lot of positives that one inherited and my objective all 
along has been to build on those positives and not to let 
occasional differences come in the way of development of 
this relationship.

Q: What would you describe as your most satisfying 
job that was accomplished during your tenure?

A: It will be difficult for me to single out any one job that was 
satisfactorily completed. It has been a very eventful period 
in our bilateral relations. It was a period of extraordinary 
opportunities since the central preoccupation of Sri Lanka 
which had pulled it down for a long period, combating of 
terrorism which had gone on this country for nearly three 
decades, was coming to an end.

There were some problems relating to the aftermath of the 
war but there were so many opportunities available to 
develop our relationship, and we have sought to tap those 
opportunities. If I may cite some examples, we maintained a 
very close political dialogue. We were fortunate to have four 
visits of His Excellency the President to India. I 
accompanied him on all those visits.

We had several high level visits from India to Sri Lanka. 

These visits helped develop the agenda of partnership of 
our two countries. Our job was to implement that agenda 
which we have tried to do in a proactive manner.

The second area where I can derive a lot of satisfaction is 
how our trade and investment links have developed. Sri 
Lanka is India's largest trading partner in SAARC and India is 
Sri Lanka's largest trading partner globally. Last year, we 
crossed the milestone of bilateral trade turnover of USD 5 
billion. In last three years, we have seen Indian companies 
expanding their business presence in Sri Lanka, and we 
have encouraged them to get more engaged in Sri Lanka's 
growth story. In 2011 and 2012, Indian companies brought 
in investment worth USD 300 million. If you look at the 
projects in the pipeline, the investment we hope to 
materialize during the next five years will be at least US $ 1.5 
– 2 billion. This is really changing the whole landscape of 
economic engagement between the two countries. That is 
something which gives us a lot of satisfaction.

The third example relates to people to people links. We 
have multi-layered relations. While relations between two 
governments are important, in many ways people to 
people links are more important because they operate in 
so many different dimensions. We decided to jointly 
celebrate the 2600th Anniversary of the Enlightenment of 
Lord Buddha. As part of that, we did so many activities 
jointly but one event which really stood out was the 
exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics. That was in 
August- September last year.

These Relics came to Sri Lanka after a gap of 34 years, and 
we were overwhelmed by the popular response; at least 3 
million devotees turned up to worship the Sacred Relics. 
There was such a powerful outpouring of affection and 
goodwill which really gave us a lot of confidence in the 
strength of our relations.

If I can give you another example, we tried to expand our 
developmental partnership.  As I mentioned, I came here 
immediately after the armed conflict, the Government was 
dealing with a lot of challenges pertaining to resettlement, 
reconstruction  and such activities; we have sought to 
assist in this process.

As a result, in the last three and half years, our 
developmental partnership in Sri Lanka has expanded 
manifold. We have completed at least three dozen projects 
ranging from large projects like the Southern railway 
rehabilitation, which was handed over last year in April, six 
months ahead of schedule, to projects like renovation of 79 
schools in the Northern Province, reequipping hospitals, 
provision of bicycles, tractors, agricultural implements, 
family pack and shelter material, holding of limb refitment 
camps, demining, and so on. The housing project involving 
construction of 50,000 houses is making good progress. 
The pilot project was completed last year, and we expect 
that owner-beneficiaries will complete 10,000 houses 
under Phase-II with our assistance by October this year. 
The Northern Railway project will also be completed ahead 
of schedule by early next year. The Yala Devi Express will 
again start plying to Jaffna and Kankesanthurai, and rail 
connectivity to Talaimannar will also be restored, giving a 
big boost to economic development of the country.

High Commissioner, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha's Interview in 
the Sunday Observer of 12 May 2013
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We are happy that we have not only responded as per the 
preferences and priorities projected by the government 
and the people of Sri Lanka, but also that these projects 
have been delivered on time. My colleagues have worked 
overtime to ensure that we manage to complete the 
projects in a timely and satisfactory manner.

Education is another area that is very important. Both Sri 
Lanka and India are blessed with very rich human 
resources. More than anything else, the quality of our 
human resources will determine our future. One initiative 
taken in January last year was trebling of scholarships 
awarded to Sri Lankan students, for studying in India and in 
Sri Lanka. It is one of the largest initiatives of its kind taken 
by us outside India.

The expansion of the network of our Consulates here was 
another important development which made it possible to 
reach out to the people of Sri Lanka. We opened two new 
consulates in Jaffna  and  Hambantota in November 2010.

Q: Now that Sri Lanka is moving ahead as a middle 
income country from a conflict affected third world 
state, do you perceive any changes to Sri Lanka – 
India relations?

A: If you look at Sri Lanka's growth trajectory, it has been 
very impressive. In the post conflict period, the country has 
recorded a high growth rate. I strongly believe that Sri 
Lanka's manifest destiny is to re-emerge as a hub economy, 
given its strategic location, close to the fastest growing 
economies in the world and astride an important maritime 
route.

You have a number of inherent advantages. What we need 
to do is to fully tap synergies between our economies. We 
have already taken advantage of some ofthese, as we have 
contributed significantly to Sri Lanka's development as a 
hub economy. 

Colombo Port is one of the most successful ports in our 
part of the world. It accounts for nearly one fourth of total 
container transshipments of India. In turn, cargo coming 
from or going to India accounts for 70% of the total 
business for Colombo Port.  Civil Aviation is another area. 
We have 120 flights between Colombo and eight 
destinations in India. This has helped develop Sri Lanka as 
an aviation hub.

To cement Sri Lanka’s position as aviation, maritime and 
manufacturing hub, we need to be more ambitious. We 
should not let apprehensions that are often imaginary and 
based on inadequate information come in the way of our 
pursuing a far more pro-active agenda. If we don't build on 
the synergies and connectivities that exist between us, 
there will be a price to pay in terms of missed opportunities. 
This is one area that I believe that we can do more.

In terms of tourism, Indians are traveling overseas in ever 
larger numbers. While nearly one- fifth of foreign tourist 
arrivals in Sri Lanka is from India, the number of tourists 
coming from India is a small fraction of the actual potential. 
If more than one million Indians can go to Singapore and 
Thailand every year, I don't see why the number of Indian 
tourists coming here should be less than 200,000, because 
Sri Lanka has so much to offer as a tourist destination. You 
are just next door. Greater two-way flow of tourists also 
reinforces friendly bonds.

Q: Will there be direct flights to new destinations in 
India?

A: Last year we liberalized our bilateral civil aviation regime 
and increased frequencies and offered new destinations. 
At present, our policy is that we should facilitate greater 
connectivity, more flights between Colombo and various 
destinations in India. The civil aviation business is market 
driven. We have opened the doors for our airlines to take 
advantage of the opportunities that are available; it is for 
them to do that.

In the last India – Sri Lanka Joint Commission meeting, we 
agreed to explore the feasibility of over-land connectivity 
between India and Sri Lanka. The gap between Talaimannar 
and Rameswaram is just over 16 nautical miles. The 
University of Moratuwa has done good work looking into 
the feasibility of this.

Q: Will visa free travel between India and Sri Lanka be 
a reality ever?

A: Our policy has been to make it easier for Sri Lankan 
nationals to travel to India. We have put in place a very 
liberal visa regime, for all types of travelers. In fact almost in 
all cases, we issue visas on the next working day. Visas can 
be applied for online and we issue gratis visa to groups of 
pilgrims recommended by the Secretary, Ministry of 
Buddhasasana Affairs, or Secretary, Tourism.

Q: Will these arrangements continue after your 
departure?

A: These are institutional arrangements and are going to 
continue even after my departure. I don't expect any 
change there. Moving towards a visa free regime is also 
something that we can discuss. In fact we are progressively 
moving towards arranging visa on arrival with some 
countries. Recently, we have agreed to have a bilateral 
consular dialogue with Sri Lanka where we can discuss this 
idea. It is definitely within the realm of possibility.

How long it will take, that is for the two governments to 
discuss and work out suitable modalities. But that's an 
objective we need to move towards. Especially between 
two friendly countries like India and Sri Lanka, we should 
have very smooth movement of people, goods, ideas and 
investment. This is something we need to encourage.

Q: In a recent speech, you mentioned India was Sri 
Lanka's closest friend. But at the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva in March this year when South 
Asian nations stood by Sri Lanka, India took a 
different stand. Your comments?

A: What you need to look at is the totality of relations India 
and Sri Lanka shares. At a function last evening, the External 
Affairs Minister, Prof. G.L.Peiris, said the friendship 
between India and Sri Lanka was indestructible. Dr.Sarath 
Amunugama described the two countries as inseparable 
friends.

These are descriptions we fully subscribe to. We have 
extremely close relations. There is no doubt that this 
relationship is growing in all areas – political dialogue, trade 
and investment, defence and security cooperation, 
educational exchanges and people to people contacts.

We see all-round progress and that gives us confidence. 
The big picture of our relationship is very positive. There are 
occasional differences. We may have different perspectives 
on some issues. At times these differences get manifested 
in different positions taken by usin international fora but 
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what you have to remember is that   on most occasions, 
India has stood by Sri Lanka, not only in our bilateral 
engagement but also in international fora.

We have provided consistent support to Sri Lanka. We have 
tried to assist Sri Lanka in fulfilling its aspirations of 
development and economic growth, we have been 
partners. When the country was dealing with terrorism, 
India was with Sri Lanka.

Let's not look at one or two votes in isolation but as part of 
the larger pattern of relationship that we have sought to 
nurture, together.

Q: Is this going to be India's consistent stand when it 
comes to issues that pin on last stages of the conflict, 
will India continue to isolate Sri Lanka in situations 
like last March-Geneva?

A: When it comes to post war development in Sri Lanka we 
have always given credit for positive developments within 
this country, be it resettlement of IDPs, rehabilitation of ex-
combatants, or demining or reconstruction. A lot of good 
things have happened and we have been supportive, 
though a lot more remains to be done. We have tried to 
extend our assistance to the fullest extent possible.

There are some areas where we expect there will be faster 
progress. For instance, towards reconciliation. Here again 
what we are suggesting is the implementation of the LLRC 
recommendations with a sense of urgency. It will advance 
the process of reconciliation. We are suggesting progress 
towards a political settlement in a manner where all 
communities feel they are equal stake holders in the 
society.

Both India and Sri Lanka are multicultural, multi-lingual, 
diverse societies. It is important for us to develop in such a 
manner that the growth is inclusive. That's what we have 
been discussing with our Sri Lankan friends. 

The vote in Geneva that you referred to earlier, it was not a 
vote against Sri Lanka. Our positions might have been in 
divergence on one particular issue, but India will never do 
anything which will hurt Sri Lanka's interests because we 

strongly believe that the fundamental interests of Sri Lanka 
and India are interlinked. There is no contradiction in these 
interests.

Q: There is a feeling or accusations by certain 
domestic elements that India is trying to dictate 
terms to Sri Lanka on a political settlement. Your 
comments?

A: I don’t agree with that. There is a natural interest in India 
about of what happens in Sri Lanka -- for instance, in the 
progress towards a political settlement. These are issues 
that we discuss with our Sri Lankan friends. The 
Government of Sri Lanka has talked about in the past about 
meaningful devolution, a political settlement or a political 
package based on a ‘13th amendment plus’ approach. 
These are assurances given by the Government of Sri Lanka 
and we are not asking for anything more than that. We 
always recognize that there are domestic processes where 
the people of Sri Lanka through an internal dialogue can 
arrive at a settlement which is acceptable to them.

India has never tried to dictate terms to Sri Lanka. That is 
not our approach.

Q: You have always said pilgrim travel between the 
two countries were precious and must be preserved. 
There were target attacks on Sri Lankan pilgrims in 
the recent past. What is the situation now?

A: There have been some isolated incidents where some 
Sri Lankans pilgrims were subjected to harassment and 
assault. We took immediate action in all cases, the 
perpetrators were detained and prosecuted. The 
Government of India and the State Government of Tamil 
Nadu immediately stepped up security. You would have 
noticed that there has been no recurrence.

Pilgrimage between our two countries has gone on for 
centuries, if not for millenia.  It’s a very important part of our 
relations. India is a large country and it is impossible to 
avoid isolated incidents. But we are committed to ensuring 
that Sri Lankan pilgrims and other visitors coming to India 
are assured of safety and security, and are able to enjoy the 
treasures of our shared heritage to the fullest extent.

22

Q 1: What is the current situation 
of the Indian housing project in 
North? 

A: The Housing Project, which we 
have launched in the Northern 

Province of Sri Lanka, and will soon be 
launching in the Eastern Province and 
subsequently in the Central and Uva 
Provinces, is the flagship project of 
our development cooperat ion 
partnership with Sri Lanka. It has an 

outlay of 270 million US Dollars and is 
therefore a large project.  We 
completed the pilot phase of the 
project in July last year, when we 
completed  construction of 1,000 
houses and then on 2nd October 
2012, which is Mahatma Gandhi’s 
birth centenary, we launched the 2nd 
phase of the Project. We started this 
phase initially in the Northern 
Province and we are launching it in 
the Eastern Province on 22 May.  

The progress in the Northern 
Province under the second phase, 
which is owner-beneficiary driven, 
has been very good.  Under this 
project, we provide SLR 550,000 in 
four installments, to each beneficiary 
for construction. Implementing 

High Commissioner, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha's Interview in Veerakesari
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Agencies, selected by us, assist them 
in all possible ways to construct their 
houses. So far, we have already 
selected nearly 12,500 beneficiaries.  
Progress has been very rapid.  In fact, 
nearly half of those beneficiaries have 
also been given second installments 
and we are fairly confident that, in the 
first year of the second phase, that is 
by October 2013, 10,000 houses will 
be completed and that the entire 
project, involving construction of 
50,000 houses, will be completed by 
the end of 2015. 

There have unfortunately been some 
misperceptions, especially about the 
selection of beneficiaries.   I want to 
explain to you that it is a very 
transparent and norm-based process 
we have adopted.  We have agreed on 
a set of criteria, which are in the public 
domain. Scoring is then done by our 
I m p l e m e n t i n g  A g e n c i e s  i n 
partnership with local officials and the 
list of potential beneficiaries is made 
public.  There is a 15-day public 
grievance redressal mechanism.  This 
allows people to point out any errors 
in scoring. Only after the grievance 
process is completed is the final 
selection made.  The Implementing 
Agencies are very credible agencies, 
with lot of experience in undertaking 
similar projects in Sri Lanka.  For the 
Northern Prov ince ,  the  three 
Implementing Agencies we have 
s e l e c t e d  a r e  U N - H a b i t a t , 
International Federation of Red Cross 
(in partnership with Sri Lanka Red 
Cross), and the National Housing 
Development Authority.  In the 
Eastern Province, we hope to start 
work shortly. Habitat for Humanity is 
our Implementing Agency for this 
segment.  

We have also set up Community 
Advisory Groups so that they can 
provide their feedback on various 
aspects of the project. The feedback 
we are receiving is very encouraging.  
Officials of the High Commission and 
our Consulate in Jaffna, have travelled 
extensively to interact with various 
stakeholders.  I have also travelled 
quite a bit to meet stakeholders and 
whatever inputs we get from them, 
we try to take them into account to 
make the implementation of our 
project better. 

So, I am quite optimistic about the 
future direction of the project and am 

satisfied with the progress that has 
been made so far. 

  

Q2. India is undertaking the 
Northern Railway project. When 
we can travel to the North by 
train? 

A:   This is another important project 
undertaken by us in the Northern 
Province of Sri Lanka.  As you know, 
we have been engaged in providing 
assistance initially with regard to 
emergency assistance for IDPs who 
were coming out of the war zone.  
Then, our focus shifted to assistance 
in resettlement of IDPs, in demining 
and then we started helping with 
reconstruction of socio-economic, 
cultural and physical infrastructure 
and providing assistance with 
livelihood regeneration.  So, it is a 
fairly extensive engagement we have 
in terms of the assistance  we are 
re n d e r i n g  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f 
rehabilitation, resettlement of IDPs 
and reconstruction in the Northern 
Province. 

W e  g o t  a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e 
Government of Sri Lanka that the 
Northern Railway Lines which had 
been completed damaged during the 
long years of conflict, needs to be 
restored.  So we agreed to provide a 
Line of Credit of US$ 800 million at 
very concessional interest rates.  The 
grant element in that Line of Credit 
works out to more than 50%. The 
project involves reconstruction of two 
railway lines - on one side from 
Medawachchiya to Madhu Road, then 
from Madhu Road to Talaimannar and 
on the other side from Omanthai to 
P a l l a i ,  a n d  f r o m  P a l l a i  t o 
Kankensanthurai via Jaffna.  We are 
also reconstructing the signaling and 
telecommunication network for the 
entire Northern Railway line and we 
have agreed to provide rolling stock.  
So, it ’s a package that we have 
provided and the progress made so 
far has been very satisfactory. 

I would like to inform you that the 
project is running ahead of schedule.  
The first segment of project, as you 
mentioned, was handed over on 14th 
May.  This was the railway link from 
Medawachchiya to Madhu Road. I 
had the pleasure of travelling on this 
segment and I can tell you it was very 
smooth.  So, IRCON International 
have not only been able to deliver the 

project on time, but have also been 
able to do it in a very satisfactory 
manner.  This point was reiterated by 
all the Sri Lankan leaders who took 
part in the function at Madhu Road, 
including the Minister of Economic 
Development Basil Rajapaksa and the 
Minister  of  Transport  Kumara 
Welgama.

I R C O N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s  a l s o 
simultaneously moving ahead with 
the other segments.  We are quite 
confident that by the end of this year, 
rail connectivity to Talaimannar will be 
fully operationalized after laying of 
the railway track, completion of 
signaling and telecommunication 
work and trial runs.  So, on the entire 
segment from Anuradhapura to 
Talaimannar, rail connectivity will 
once again be established.  On the 
northern side, we are again making 
good progress and expect that the 
laying of tracks will be completed by 
early next year. By end-March 2014, 
the work relating to track-laying up to 
Kankensanthurai via Jaffna, and the 
signaling and telecommunication 
work will be completed; trial runs 
would also be carried out. So, you will 
be able to have the Yaal Devi Express 
running to Jaffna and KKS by about 
March 2014.  

I  be l ieve  these wi l l  be  s igna l 
mi les tones  in  the  process  o f 
re s t o ra t i o n  o f  n o r m a l c y  a n d 
reconstruction of infrastructure in the 
Northern Province.  As you know, in 
o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t ra i n 
connectivity plays a very important 
role not only in economic domain but 
also in socio-cultural domain.  Before 
going to the Madhu Road event, I had 
met His Eminence the Cardinal. He 
was expressing satisfaction that, with 
this restoration of rail link, it will 
become much easier for pilgrims to 
go to the church in Madhu Road for 
various festivals there.  So, we are 
happy that through timely and 
s m o o t h  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h i s  v e r y 
important railway project, we will be 
able to contribute in a meaningful 
manner  to  the restorat ion of 
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
rehabil itation of socio-cultural 
activities in the Northern Province.

There is another aspect I would like to 
highlight. With the restoration of the 
Talaimannar rail link, we hope to 
resume the ferry service between 
Talaimannar and Rameswaram. As 
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you are aware, we earlier used to have 
an arrangement whereby one could 
buy a ticket in Colombo, travel up to 
Talaimannar, take a ferry from there 
to go to Rameswaram and then go 
beyond, to other parts of India.  We 
w a n t  t o  re s t o re  t h a t  k i n d  o f 
arrangement, which will mean a lot in 
terms of connectivity between our 
two countries at the popular level.  
Ordinary people of our two countries 
will be able to visit each other across 
the Palk Straits. It  will mean a lot in 
terms of strengthening the bonds of 
friendship between Sri Lanka and 
India. 

Q3. India supported the US 
sponsored resolution against Sri 
Lanka in Geneva.   Has the 
relationship between the two 
countries been damaged because 
of this issue?

 

A:  We need to look at our vote in 
Geneva, both in March 2012 and in 
March 2013, as part of the totality of 
relations.  We have extremely close 
relations between Sri Lanka and India 
and these relations are growing in all 
areas – be it political dialogue, trade 
a n d  i n v e s t m e n t ,  s e c u r i t y 
cooperation, educational exchanges 
or people-to-people contacts.  I 
bel ieve there is  also a strong 
commitment on both sides, be it at 
the level of the governments or the 
people of the two countries, to take 
this relationship forward. The big 
picture of the relationship is positive.  

We may have occasional differences.  
We may have different perspectives 
on some issues.  At times these 
differences may get manifested in 
different positions taken by us in 
international fora.  But what we need 
t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d  i s  t h a t  t h e 
fundamental interests of our two 
countries, and our two peoples, 
coincide. Therefore, it is in our mutual 
advantage to pursue an ever closer 
partnership between our  two 
countries.   Moreover,  even in 
international fora, India has mostly 
supported Sri Lanka.  We have been 
with you on most issues. Even on the 
issue of Geneva, what we have to bear 
in mind, is that we are essentially 
encouraging Sri Lanka to implement 
the constructive recommendations 
contained in the LLRC report.  We are 
encouraging Sri Lanka to move 
towards political settlement and 

reconciliation.  These objectives, we 
believe, are in Sri Lanka’s larger 
interest.   So we are not doing 
anything which is against Sri Lanka. I 
would say that, while we may have 
taken certain positions including 
these votes, we did not vote against 
Sri Lanka. 

 

Q4. What is India’s stand on a 
political solution for Tamils in Sri 
Lanka?

 

A: We have always believed that in Sri 
Lanka, all citizens should be able to 
live in equality, justice, dignity and 
self-respect. The Government of Sri 
Lanka has, in the past, talked about 
meaningful devolution through a 
political package based on a 13th 
amendment-plus approach. These 
a re  a s s u ra n c e s  g i v e n  by  t h e 
Government of Sri Lanka to the 
international community, including 
India. We are not asking for anything 
more than that. We also recognize 
that this would need to be brought 
about by domestic processes where 
the people of Sri Lanka, through an 
internal dialogue, can arrive at a 
settlement which is acceptable to 
them. Essentially, what we are 
encouraging is Sri Lanka moving with 
a sense of urgency towards political 
reconciliation, where all communities 
of Sri Lanka feel that they are equal 
stakeholders. At the same time, we 
firmly support a strong, united and 
prosperous Sri Lanka.  So, our 
a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n  q u i t e 
unambiguous on these issues.  

Q5. Some political parties in Sri 
Lanka have urged that the 13th 
amendment  s h o u l d  b e 
abolished. What is your view on 
this, as India played a  m a j o r 

role  to  introduce the 13th 
a m e n d m e n t  i n  S r i  L a n k a ’s 
Constitution? 

A:  The 13th Amendment is a part of 
Sri Lanka’s Constitution.  We believe 
that a measure of devolution of 
powers to Provincial Councils, as 
e n v i s a g e d  u n d e r  t h e  1 3 t h 
Amendment, has served Sri Lanka 
well.  And as I mentioned earlier, the 
Sri Lankan leadership has, in the past, 
repeatedly assured the international 
community that it will implement 13th 
Amendment and also build on it.  
There may be divergence of views 
among and within political parties in a 
democracy.  These are internal 
processes of Sri Lanka. We do not 
wish to comment on these.  But, we 
are, as I mentioned earlier, only 
suggesting that there should be 
p ro g re s s  t ow a rd s  a  p o l i t i c a l 
settlement and reconciliation along 
the lines the Sri Lankan leadership 
had indicated in the past, and along 
the lines of assurances given by Sri 
Lankan leadership to us and to the 
other partners in the international 
community.  

Q6.  How India manage the 
protests and demonstrations in 
Tamil Nadu regarding the Sri 
Lankan Tamil issue?

 

A:   As a neighbour with extensive 
socio-cultural and civilizational ties, 
India naturally has taken interest in 
developments in Sri Lanka. The 
people of India cannot remain 
untouched by developments here.  
Tamil Nadu, being closest to Sri Lanka 
and with extensive linkages, the level 
of interest there is higher.  There were 
some protests in Tamil Nadu and 
concerns were expressed regarding 
the welfare of Sri Lankan Tamils.  As 
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you would have noticed, such 
concerns have also been articulated 
in recent debates in the Indian 
Parliament. So, it is by no means 
confined to political parties from 
Tamil Nadu alone; the expression of 
concern has been across the board in 
the Indian Parliament.  

I believe that best response is to see 
that certain underlying issues are 
addressed expeditiously, That will 
essentially involve, as I mentioned 
earlier, progress towards political 
reconciliation and settlement, as also 
implementation of the constructive 
recommendations of the LLRC.  At the 
same time, we are very clear that Sri 
Lanka and India are two very friendly 
countries and that even if we have 
differences occasionally on some 
issues, these differences must never 
be allowed to come in the way of all-
round development of relations 
between our two countries.

We must always bear in mind the big 
picture of the relationship, which is 
very positive, and the fact that the 
friendship between our two countries 
is in the fundamental interest of our 
two peoples. 

Q7. According to the Government, 
the North Provincial Council 
elections are to be held in 
September this year.  What is 
your view on this?

 A:  We welcome the announcement 
regarding the conduct of elections to 
the Northern Provincial Council in 
September 2013.  We see it as an 
important step in Sri Lanka’s progress 
towards peace, development and 
reconciliation, which would be for the 
betterment of all communities. In Sri 
Lanka, as you know, you have the 
Provincial Council set up. While eight 
Provinces of Sri Lanka have been able 
to elect their Provincial Councils, so 
far the people of the Northern 
Province have not been able to do 
that.  So, we are happy that they will 
get a chance to elect their Provincial 
Council. We have been in favour of 
early elections in the North for quite 
some time, and we look forward to 
f ree  and fa i r  e lec t ions  be ing 
conducted there with the ful l 
participation of all political parties, as 
should be in a democratic country like 
Sri Lanka.  

 

Q8. What is the permanent 
solution for the Indian-Sri Lankan 
fishermen issue? 

A:   As you yourself pointed out, the 
fishermen issue is a humanitarian 
issue.  It is a question of livelihood of 
the fishermen who operate in coastal 
a r e a s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s .   B o t h 
governments agree that while dealing 
with this issue, we must adopt a 
humane approach; that there should 
be no resort to violence; and that we 
should move towards a pattern of 
fishing which is safe and sustainable.  

There is a continuous dialogue 
between the two sides.  We have a 
Joint Working Group set up to discuss 
the issue.  We also encourage 
dia logue between fishermen’s 
associations of two countries.  We 
believe that through such dialogue 
mechanisms, we can manage this 
problem while looking for a longer-
term solution, which will include at 
least partly our fishermen moving 
towards deep-sea fishing.  The 
fishermen of our two countries have 
largely limited their fishing operations 
within the narrow stretch of water in 
the Park Straits, and in the Gulf of 
Manner where aquatic resources are 
limited. But through capacity building, 
if we could encourage deep-sea 
fishing, I think it would be in the long-
term interests of the fishermen from 
both sides.  

We need to adopt a cooperative 
attitude in dealing with this issue. As I 
mentioned earlier, it is a question of 
livelihood of the fishermen of the two 
countries.  These are, for the most 
part ,  re lat ive ly -d isadvantaged 
communities. We should bear this in 
mind while dealing with this problem. 

Q9. What do you feel about Sri 
Lanka? You have been here 
almost three years. 

I  h a v e  b e e n  I n d i a ’ s  H i g h 
Commissioner to Sri Lanka for three 
and a half years now.   I was fortunate 
to come to Sri Lanka six months after 
the end of armed conflict.  It was a 
period of extraordinary opportunities 
and challenges both for Sri Lanka as 
well as Sri Lanka-India relations.  
India, as your closest neighbor, had 
sought to assist in the massive 

process of resettlement of IDPs, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction in 
the post-war period. 

We have sought to develop our 
relations with Sri Lanka in all areas. As 
I prepare to leave, I do so with a sense 
of fulfillment, as I believe that India - 
Sri Lanka relations, which have always 
been close and friendly, are today 
perhaps stronger than they were 
when I arrived. 

We have made progress in all areas, 
including political dialogue. We have 
had four visits of His Excellency the 
President of Sri Lanka, as well as 
several visits from our side.  Trade 
and investments links have increased, 
people-to-people contacts have 
expanded.  The footprint of our 
development partnership with Sri 
L a n k a  h a s  b e e n  e n h a n c e d 
considerably and we are happy that 
during the last three years, we have 
been able to complete more than 
three dozen projects. These projects 
have all been completed in a timely 
manner, as per the requirements of 
the people of Sri Lanka.  So, overall, I 
have reason to be reasonably 
satisfied with my tenure here in Sri 
Lanka.  

I also leave with lots of happy 
memories of my stay here.  I recall my 
twenty visits to Northern Sri Lanka.  
Within a few days of presenting my 
credentials in November 2009, I 
visited Jaffna.  Since then, I have 
returned to the Northern Province 
and have also visited the Eastern 
Province, as well as other parts of Sri 
L a n k a ,  o n  s o  m a n y  d i ff e re n t 
occasions.  I have myself witnessed 
the changes that have taken place, 
and the good progress made, though 
more needs to be done. We are aware 
of that and we wish the people of Sri 
Lanka well.  

I am optimistic that you would 
continue to make progress towards 
an era of peace, development and 
re c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  w h e re  a l l  t h e 
communities of Sri Lanka will feel they 
are equal stakeholders.  Both Sri 
Lanka and India are multi-cultural 
m u l t i - e t h n i c ,  m u l t i - l i n g u i s t i c 
countries, and it is very important for 
u s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  i n c l u s i v e 
development where all communities 
feel that they are partners.   
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H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India and Mrs. Sharmila Kantha hosted a farewell reception at the Taj 
Samudra Ballroom on 17 May 2013  to thank friends from diverse fields of Sri Lankan society for the warmth exhibited 
towards them during their fruitful stay of three and half years in Sri Lanka. A number of Ministers, Parliamentarians, 
members of diplomatic corps, Senior Officials, eminent businessmen and cultural personalities,friends from media and 
Indian community joined the evening to wish Mr. and Mrs. Kantha all the best in their next assignment.

High Commissioner's farewell reception
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High Commissioner's farewell interaction with friends from media
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Courtesy: Ceylon Today
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Courtesy: Daily FT
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H.E. Ashok K. Kantha 
says goodbye
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Visit of Zahira College delegation to India

Principal, Zahira College Colombo accompanied by 7 
students visited India from 15-22 April 2013 under the 
Student Exchange Programme of India-Sri Lanka 
Foundation. Bal Bharati Public School, New Delhi hosted 
the Zahira College delegation and students from Bal 
Bharati Public School will pay a reciprocal visit to Zahira 
College later this year.

The visit was organized by the India Sri Lanka Foundation 
pursuant to an announcement made by H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India during his visit to 
Zahira College as the Chief Guest at the Annual Inter- 
House Sports Meet in February 2012. The students were 
selected for the visit on the basis of various competitions 
organized by the school such as inter-house debate and 
essay competitions on themes related to India-Sri Lanka 
relations.

Zahira College has a long and historic association with 
India and the distinguished visitors from India to Zahira 
College including eminent Indian leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi, C. Rajagopalachari, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. A photographic exhibition "Islamic 
Monuments of India" displaying vast 
a n d  r i c h  h e r i t a g e  o f  I s l a m i c 
archi tecture in  India  was a lso 
displayed at Zahira College during the 
High Commissioner's visit.

To promote youth exchanges between 
the two countries, India-Sri Lanka 
Foundat ion under  i ts  S tudent 
Exchange Programme has supported 
exchange of visits between students of 
the Ladies College, Colombo and Delhi 
Public School in 2009; Holy Family 
Convent, Jaffna and St. Francis School, 
New Delhi in 2010; St. Francis De Sales 
School, New Delhi and St. Patrick's 
College Jaffna in 2012.

ISLF continues to support youth centric programs and in 
last three years had supported a number of educational 
visits benefiting approximately 100 students. Some of 
these include participation of 20 students from Northern 
province in an educational visit to New Delhi; 
organization of a cricket match between Jaffna district 
under 19 cricket team and DPS, R.K. Puram in New Delhi, 
participation of 8 students and 2 teachers from 
Richmond College Galle in the Gateway Computer 
Tournament organized by Montfort Sr. Secondary 
School, New Delhi; participation of 12 students and 3 
lecturers from the University of Colombo in the South 
Asian Economics Students Meet (SAESM); participation 
of a 6 members each from the South Eastern University 
of Sri Lanka and the Sabaragamuwa University in 
BLISSPOINT 2011 organized by Economics Association 
of Sri Venkateswara College, Delhi University and 
organization of a field visit to Sri Lanka for 15 students of 
Center for Historical studies, JNU following start of an 
academic course on early history of Sri Lanka.

The India–Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
government of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 
foster  India-Sr i  Lanka re lat ions through the 
enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 
cultural  cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two countries.

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, Minister of Water Supply 
and Drainage and Chief overnment Whip, in the 
presence of H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of 
India, launched the Sinhala translations of the books 
titled ‘Fables and Other Stories by Paramahansa 
Ramakrishna’, ‘Education’, by Swami Vivekananda and 
‘The Biography of Shri Ramakrishna’ in an event 
organized by the Indian Cultural Centre in association 
with the Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo, at BMICH on 30 
April 2013, to celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda, the great Indian philosopher and 
philanthropist. The first copies of the books were 

received from the Hon. Minister by A.A. Kingsley, the 
Principal of Waisakha Vidyalaya, the oldest school in 
south Colombo.

In his address, Hon. Minister remarked that India and Sri 
Lanka were close to each other not only geographically 
but culturally as well for centuries, and perhaps this was 
the reason for Swami Vivekananda’s visit to Sri Lanka. He 
recalled the famous speech of Swami Vivekananda 
delivered at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago 
which made a tremendous impact individually and 
collectively. He said Sri Lanka was proud to have been 

Launch of Sinhala translations of books on the ideals of Swami Vivekananda
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part of his spiritual journey and ascendance to fame. He 
noted that Dhamma was eternal and urged for re-
introducing and re-integrating into the society the 
preaching of Swami Vivekananda, who through his 
valiant efforts had tried to purify the society through his 
wisdom based on theology. Referring to the teachings of 
many eminent religious scholars and philosophers from 
India, the Hon. Minister emphasized that religion was a 
means of racial amity, a unifying force among the people 
and not meant to antagonize each other in the society. 
He also referred to several seminal books written by 
Swami 10Vivekananda including a book written by him 
after his visit to Sri Lanka in 1897 titled “Colombo to 
Almora” and thanked the Ramakrishna Mission for 
publishing the books in Sinhala language, which he said 
would be a valuable treasure for the younger generation 
in Sri Lanka.

In his remarks, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner 
of India, highlighted the decision taken by the 
Governments of India and Sri Lanka at the 8th Joint 
Commission meeting to celebrate the 150th Birth 
Anniversaries of Swami Vivekananda and Anagarika 
Dharmapala in 2013 and 2014 respectively. High 
Commissioner Kantha recalled the great role played by 
the two contemporary visionaries, Swami Vivekananda 
and Anagarika Dharamapala, who had together 
participated in the World Parliament of Religions held in 
Chicago in 1893 representing South Asia, and helped 
rejuvenate interest in Vedanta philosophy and 
Buddhism. He recalled the special links of Swami 

Vivekananda with Sri Lanka, which he had visited thrice 
and travelled extensively across the island during his 
main visit in 1897. High Commissioner Kantha also 
highlighted the core ideals of Swami Vivekananda such 
as religious universalism and ideas of service to the 
people, rejection of ritualism, sectarianism, bigotry and 
fanaticism. He further stated that Vivekananda was one 
of India’s earliest cultural Ambassadors who propagated 
Indian philosophy, thought and culture to the outside 
world. On this special occasion, the High Commissioner 
announced that the Government of India, as part of the 
activities to celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda, would provide assistance to 
Ramakrishna Mission in setting up of a Swami 
Vivekananda Welfare Centre at Killinochchi.

In his introduction of the books, Swami Sarvarupananda 
from the Ramakrishna Mission said that great spiritual 
leaders had transformed the lives of many people and 
their teachings were a beacon of light benefitting others 
spiritually and morally. He said that Swami Vivekananda 
gave his message to all, in terms of the healing touch of 
love, compassion and service. He noted that the books 
published in Sinhala by the Mission had enough food for 
thought for the humblest beginner in religion all the way 
to the loftiest philosopher.

The programme commenced with lighting of the oil lamp, 
followed by Vedic chanting by the Ramakrishna Mission 
religious School children
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On occasion of Tagore Day on 8th May 2013, a 
publication "Tagore and Sri Lanka", was released by Hon. 
Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Senior Minister for International 
Monetary Cooperation & Deputy Minister of Finance and 
Hon. Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, 
Government of Sri Lanka in presence of H.E. 
Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India at 
an event organized by the Indian Cultural Centre, 
Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Relations and Strategic Studies (LKIIRSS) and 
Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies and 
CCIS, University of Colombo at the auditorium of 
LKIIRSS, Colombo.

The book "Tagore and Sri Lanka", published by 
the Indian Cultural Centre, is result of a joint 
India-Sri Lanka commemoration of the 150th 
birth anniversary of Gurudev Tagore and 
contains papers presented by experts from India 
and Sri Lanka at a seminar organized at LKIIRSS 
on 12 June 2012 touching diverse themes such 
as Tagore's interpretation of internationalism, 
Tagore's visits to Sri Lanka linking cultures and 
their impact on Sinhala Literature and Sri Lankan 
dance and drama, visual arts and poetic humanism of 
Tagore. The Publication also contains speeches made by 
Tagore during his visits to Sri Lanka.

In his remarks, Chief Guest Hon. Dr. Sarath 
Amunugama said that India and Sri Lanka are 
inseparable friends and that Tagore will always 
be remembered as a major figure in the history 
of Sri Lanka as he had been able to inspire and 
instigate several of major Sri Lankan cultural 
figures through his writings and  Santiniketan, his 
educational institution. He also highlighted 
special relationship between Anagarika 
Dharmapala and Tagore and Santiniketan and 
guidance extended by Tagore to Anagarika 
Dharmapala in running of the Maha Bodhi 
Society. He also urged rewriting the history of Sri 
Lanka in the lines of the humanistic approach of 
Rabindranath Tagore. He said that the impact of 
Tagore and other great leaders of India on the Sri 
Lankan psyche and history has to be properly 
evaluated and highlighted and that their 

contribution is much greater than what is realized and 
acknowledged.

In his address, Guest of Honour Hon. Prof. G. L Peiris, 
Minister for External Affairs, highlighted that Tagore's 

idea about an Asiatic cultural tradition and a holistic 
education made "AN INDESTRUCTIBLE PEOPLE TO 
PEOPLE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIAN AND SRI 
LANKA". He underlined major contributions of Tagore as 

his ideas, personality and institution. He recalled 
influence of Tagore on major Sri Lankan literary 
and cultural personalities such as Ediriweera 
Sarachchandra, Chitrasena and many others, 
who contributed profusely to develop and 
indigenous cultural tradition.

In his address, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, the High 
Commissioner of India, recalled the groundswell 
of genuine interest in Tagore in Sri Lanka as was 
evident during number of events organized to 
commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of 
Gurudev Tagore. He emphasized that Tagore 
elicited such an affectionate response 89 years 
after his last visit to Sri Lanka in 1934 and 72 years 
after his demise in 1941 was because of the 
tremendous respect for Tagore's multi-faceted 
genius and the fact that he embodied the ethos, 

Gurudev Tagore remembered- Launch of a Publication
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aspirations and challenges of his age. 'His call for Asiatic 
unity also resonates at a time when Asia is once again 
finding its identity and its enlarged role in the world. 
Tagore also encouraged the discovery of ancient cultural 
roots of Sri Lanka and this simple message struck a deep 
cord', the High Commissioner stated. He highlighted that 
the civilizational bond between the two countries meant 
that the bilateral relations were multi-layered and not 
only confined at government to government level, thus 
lending solidity and maturity to the relationship, which 
was indestructible.

The Tagore Day also was the culmination of a series of 
events organized in Sri Lanka over the past two year as 
part of the 150th Birth Anniversary celebrations of Nobel 
laureate poet Rabindranath Tagore. These included, 
inter-alia, the release of a special Postal stamp by the 
Ministry of Postal Services, Government of Sri Lanka and 
release of a commemorative volume "Remembering 
Rabindranath Tagore" with a message from the 
President of Sri Lanka on 7th May 2011; a Tagore Film 

Ind ian  Cu l ture  Centre , 
Colombo organized  an 
Odissi dance performance 
of Alpana Nayak from on 28 
May 

Well known Odissi danseuse 
Alpana Nayak along with 
A y u s h i  N a y a k  w i l l  b e 
presented Odissi dance in 
the traditional style that was 
embellished by her gurus 
such as late Guru Deva 
P ra s a d  D a s  a n d  G u r u 
Sudhakar Sahoo. She has 
enriched her Odissi style 
further under Guru Hare 
Krishna Bahera.  Widely 
travelled Alpana performed 
Odissi dance in many parts 

Festival organized in September 2011, 'Shaap Mochan', a 
dance drama in which Tagore had personally acted in 
Colombo and Jaffna in May 1934 and which was 
appreciated widely, including by S W R D Bandaranaike, 
former Prime Minister, re-staged in Colombo, Jaffna, 
Kandy and Hambantota in November 2011 by an ICCR 
sponsored troupe of Ashimbandhu Bhattacharjee & 
Bimbavati Devi in form of a fusion of Manipuri and Kathak 
dance performance "Prabhu Amar Priyo Amar"; an 
Exhibition of Digital re-prints of Paintings by Tagore and a 
photo exhibition on Tagore's Pilgrimages to the East in 
December 2011; 'An evening of Tagore Songs' by the 
famous Rabindra Sangeet singer from Bangladesh 
Rizwana Choudhary in March 2011; Lectures on Tagore 
by Dr. Reba Som, Director, Rabindranath Tagore Centre, 
Kolkata, at the Universities of Colombo, Kelaniya and Sri 
Jayawardenapura in January 2011. In addition, a number 
of events were organized at the Indian Cultural Centre in 
association with a number of Sri Lankan institutions.

Performance of Odissi Dance by Alpana Nayak
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of the world and participated 
in major cultural festivals. She 
h a s  t a u g h t  O d i s s i  a n d 
different Indian folks dances 
in several cities of India, 
England and Japan. Her Odissi 
dance disciples include both 
normal as specially gifted 
children. She takes special 
care to train Odissi dance to 
special ly  gi fted chi ldren 
(physical ly and mental ly 
challenged) in Indian classical 
and folk dance forms for their 
holistic development in the 
society.
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Applications will be entertained by the newly-established Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) 
University of Colombo for a Certificate Course on Contemporary India from local and foreign applicants. The 
course is designed to provide an introduction to the field of contemporary Indian Studies and 
interdisciplinary research addressed to India’s development, achievements and problems. The course is 
intended to attract young researchers, employees attached to the public and private sector, diplomatic 
missions, NGOs, and international organizations and others who are interested in exploring the field of 
contemporary India. The duration of the course is six months and lectures will be held on Saturdays from 
9.00 am – 1.30 pm at the University of Colombo. For further details please contact: Centre for Contemporary 
Indian Studies (CCIS) Tel. 0112591610 / 0718381142 or directorccis@gmail.com. http://ccis.cmb.ac.lk/

within the background of post- colonial India. The film tells 
the story of two lives of Paan Singh Tomar, in the army as a 
celebrated sportsperson and as an outlaw on the run in 
the Chambal valley. The Director of “Paan Singh Tomar” 
Tigmanshu Dhulia is the Best Director. KaushalOza from 
India received a Special Jury Award for his documentary 
“Afterglow”.

A panel of International Jury Members namely Philip Cheah 
(Singapore), Alexander Volkov (Russia) and Abbas Rafei 
(Iran) adjudicated at this festival. In addition to the Trophy 
for the Best Feature Film, Silver and Bronze medals were 
also awarded to the Feature Film category. While the Silver 
Medal went for “Seedlings” the feature film directed by 
MansoorMunjahid (Pakistan), the Bronze Medal was 
awarded to the “Mouse”, directed by WasanthaMoragoda 
(Sri Lanka). ThisalMoragoda (Sri Lanka) received the Best 
Actor award for his acting in the “Mouse” and Aamina 
Sheikh (Pakistan) received the Best Actress award for role 
in “Seelings”. For capturing the human drama of a difficult 
subject with emotional impact TsheringPenjor from 
Bhutan was awarded for his “Cost of Climate Change” as 
the Best Documentary.

Dilhan Perera, Hon. Minister of Foreign Employment, 
Promotion and Welfare gave away the Awards in a 
Ceremony held on 31 May 2013 at the National Film 
Corporation Cinema, Colombo. In the Third SAARC Film 
Festival that held between 26 and 31 May 2013 at NFC 
Cinema films from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka in both Feature and 
Documentary categories were screened.

The Film Festival, another SAARC Cultural Initiative, which 
aims to provide a platform for exchange of ideas and 
points of view from Film Directors of the Region focused on 
promoting some of the best films featured in 2010 – 2012 
from all its Member States. The SAARC Film Festival gave a 
call for 2 feature films and 2 short films from each SAARC 
member country and nominations were received from 7 
countries.

Indian films received Best Feature Film and Best Director awards at the third 
SAARC Film Festival held in Colombo

A New Certificate Course on Contemporary India at the Centre for 
Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) University of Colombo

Indian films  bagged three awards including the Best 
Feature Film, the Best Director and Special Jury Certificate 
of Recognition at the Third SAARC Film Festival organized 
by the SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo from 26 and 31 
May. The Indian film “Paan Singh Tomar” received the 
award for its fascinating plot and strong direction that 
imaginatively combines the sports and action genre 
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Farewell to outgoing High Commissioner 
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