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growing economic, trade, security 
and cultural ties, as well as robust 
people-to-people exchanges. They 
examined ways to further enhance 
ties, underscoring the mutual 
convergence of interests and outlook 
between these two democracies of 
Asia. 

The two leaders also held wide-
ranging discussions on regional, 
international and multilateral issues. 
It was noted that India – Republic of 
Korea relations were of mutual 
advantage and were conducive to 
peace, progress and stability in our 
respective regions, in the whole of 
Asia and even beyond. 

Strengthening Political and 
Security Cooperation 

Prime Minister Singh and President 
Lee, appreciating the role of the 
India-ROK Joint Commission (JCM) 
co-chaired by the Foreign Minister 
and External Affairs Minister of the 
two countries, reaffirmed that the 
Commission meet every year, 
alternately in Seoul and New Delhi. It 
was also decided that the seventh 
meeting of the Joint Commission will 
be held in New Delhi at the earliest 
date this year. 

The two leaders shared the view that the Foreign 
Policy & Security Dialogue (FPSD) at the level of Vice 
Foreign Minister, MOFAT and Secretary (East), MEA 
was a useful instrument to exchange views and 
harmonize positions on a vast variety of bilateral, 
regional and international issues. It was agreed to hold 
the next meeting of the FPSD soon within this year in 
New Delhi. 

The two leaders expressed satisfaction at the 
strengthening bilateral cooperation in the areas of 
defense and security. Prime Minister Singh conveyed 
India’s decision to set up a defense wing at the 
Embassy of India, Seoul within this year, which was 
welcomed by President Lee. 

The two sides exchanged views on the prevailing 
complex security situation and underlined the need to 
actively pursue consultations and cooperation in the 
field of maritime safety and security both bilaterally 
and in association with other countries of the region. 

The ROK side recalled the timely and useful visit of 
Defense Minister A K Antony in September 2010, 
which provided an excellent opportunity for both sides 
to exchange views on the entire range of defense and 

Visit of Prime Minister to South Korea

VISITS

The Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh paid 
an official visit to the Republic of Korea (ROK), at the 
invitation of President Lee Myung-bak, on 25 March 
2012. The Prime Minister of India, his spouse Shrimati 
Gursharan Kaur and the accompanying delegation 
were received with great warmth and accorded a 
ceremonial welcome at the Blue House. Prime 
Minister Singh held a restricted summit meeting with 
President Lee, followed by delegation level talks. 
Thereafter, a luncheon banquet was hosted by 
President Lee in honour of the visiting dignitary and his 
delegation.

During the summit meeting, Prime Minister Singh and 
President Lee conducted a thorough review of and 
hailed the multifaceted bilateral relationship, which 
has rapidly acquired greater depth and vitality since its 
elevation to a Strategic Partnership during the 
landmark State visit to India of President Lee in 
January 2010. They agreed that the State visit of 
President Shrimati Pratibha Devisingh Patil to the 
Republic of Korea in July 2011, had imparted further 
momentum to the engagement and dialogue process 
between the two countries. The two leaders expressed 
satisfaction at regular high-level exchanges, steadily 
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with South Korean President Lee Myung-bak during
a meeting at the Presidential House in Seoul
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for joint investment in third countries. The two leaders 
also reaffirmed the importance of implementing the 
POSCO project in the State of Odisha. 

The two leaders welcomed the steady growth in travel 
between the two countries, reflective of enhanced 
business and people to people exchanges. They 
agreed to increase mutual efforts to further improve air 
connectivity between the two countries. It was also 
agreed to hold the next round of civil aviation talks at an 
early date, to examine various proposals on the table, 
including the increase of the capacity entitlements for 
the air carriers of the two countries, in a constructive 
and forward-looking spirit. 

Enhancing Science and Technology 
Cooperation

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee welcomed the 
upgrading of the Joint Committee on Science and 
Technology to the ministerial level as a foundation for 
common growth. They noted that the $ 10 million joint 
R&D fund is being actively utilized for joint research 
projects, human resources exchanges, workshops, 
and other science and technology cooperation 
programs. 

Both leaders pledged to enhance cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of outer space as envisaged in the MOU 
on cooperation between the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) and the Korea Aerospace 
Research Institute (KARI). The leaders noted that the 
technical experts from both sides met in Bangalore, 
India, in March 2011 and identified priority areas of 
cooperation. The Korean side welcomed India’s 
participation in the RoK’s international open bidding 
for launching Korean satellites. The two leaders 
proposed that the concerned agencies of both 
countries study the possible cooperation in future 
space activities including launching a nano-satellite 
developed by Korean students on an Indian launch 
vehicle. 

Both leaders expressed satisfaction at the conclusion 
of a bilateral civil nuclear cooperation agreement 
during the State visit of the President of India to ROK in 
July 2011. Recognizing the criticality of non-polluting 
nuclear energy in the economic development of 
countries, they agreed to discuss specific items of 
cooperation with the ongoing review of the safety and 
security aspects of operating nuclear plants. President 
Lee requested that the Indian Government allocate a 
site for Korean nuclear reactors. 

Promoting Culture, Education and People-to-
People Exchanges

The two leaders expressed satisfaction at the 
successful organization of reciprocal year long cultural 
festivals in both countries during 2011. Prime Minister 
Singh and President Lee, decided that the 40th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between ROK and India in 2013, be 
celebrated in a befitting manner. Both sides will 

security issues. It was agreed that the Defense 
Minister of ROK would pay a return visit to India later 
this year. 

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee also agreed to 
continue high-level exchanges between the defense 
establishments of both sides, undertake activities as 
mutually agreed for deepening bilateral defense 
relations and to explore the possibilities of joint 
ventures in research & development and manufacture 
of military equipment, including through the transfer of 
technology and co-production. President Lee 
underscored that the ROK side wanted to increase 
cooperation with India in military and defense industry 
including, inter alia, naval ships, aircrafts, and ship-
building. 

Expanding Economic and Trade Cooperation

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee noted with 
satisfaction that bilateral trade had increased by 
around 70 percent in two years since the entry into 
force of the India - ROK Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) on 1 January, 2010, 
crossing the $ 20 billion mark in 2011. A Joint 
Committee has already been instituted at the level of 
Trade/Commerce Ministers to regularly review the 
working of CEPA and upgrade it as and when required. 
The first meeting of the Joint Committee had taken 
place in New Delhi on 20th January 2011. It was 
agreed to have the second Ministerial Committee 
meeting in Seoul this year. 

The two leaders agreed to set a new bilateral trade 
target of US$ 40 billion by 2015. Prime Minister Singh 
underlined the desirability of balanced trade relations, 
which would facilitate a robust growth rate in the long 
term. It was agreed that both sides would explore 
constructive and forward looking ways to facilitate 
greater market access to each other’s products and 
services. Prime Minister Singh reiterated that the 
Indian side was hopeful of providing ROK with 
pharmaceutical and agricultural products, as well as, 
IT enabled services. 

Prime Minister Singh apprised his host of India’s 
efforts to strengthen the national infrastructure and 
plans to invest $ 1 trillion in infrastructure development 
between 2012-17. Noting the enviable track record of 
Korean companies in successfully executing 
infrastructure projects all over the globe, Prime 
Minister Singh invited them to actively participate in 
the construction projects for highways, ports, airports, 
metros and power plants being regularly launched in 
India. Prime Minister Singh pointed out that India 
followed a transparent and competitive bidding 
process, which was open to qualified companies from 
all countries. 

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee welcomed the 
growing presence and investments of Korean 
companies in India and those of Indian companies in 
ROK, which had been stimulated by the bilateral 
CEPA. They also agreed to explore new possibilities 
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The two leaders shared their views on the importance 
of maintaining peace and stability on the Korean 
Peninsula including its denuclearization. Noting North 
Korea’s announcement made on March 16, 2012 that 
it plans to launch the so-called “application satellite”, 
they urged that nothing should be done which 
increases tensions in the region and violates the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions. 

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee and 
expressed grave concern about the continued threat 
of terrorism and piracy, emanating from various 
quarters. The two leaders expressed the hope that the 
Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism, which was under consideration at the UN, 
would be adopted soon. The two leaders pledged to 
enhance mutual cooperation including through 
information sharing. 

The two leaders reiterated their common commitment 
to nuclear disarmament and the non-proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction and their means of 
delivery. They attached importance to the Seoul 
Nuclear Security Summit in strengthening 
international efforts to address the challenge of 
nuclear terrorism. The Republic of Korea welcomed 
India’s intention for future membership and active 
participation in the multilateral export control regimes 
with the objective of strengthening the international 
non-proliferation regime. 

The two leaders agreed to expand cooperation and 
coordination between their countries within the East 
Asia Summit (EAS), which they acknowledged should 
continue to remain an ASEAN-led, open, transparent 
and inclusive structure. They welcomed the inclusion 
of the United States and the Russian Federation in the 
EAS. 

The two leaders welcomed the commencement of a 
Trilateral India-ROK-Japan dialogue amongst think-
tanks of the three countries, the first of which will be 
held in Delhi in 2012. 

Prime Minister Singh informed President Lee of the 
rapid progress in the establishment of the new 
Nalanda University as a symbol of excellence in 
learning in a resurgent Asia. President Lee stated that 
ROK welcomed the progress in re-establishing this 
premier educational institution and would examine 
possible ways to contribute.

The two leaders welcomed the signing of the following 
agreement and MOU : 

(i) Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures

(ii) MOU on Cooperation between KNDA (Korea 
National Diplomatic Academy) and FSI (Foreign 
Service Institute) 

The two leaders welcomed regular bilateral high level 
visits, which have become a hallmark of the 
relationship and observed that the Official visit of the 
Prime Minister of India to the Republic of Korea would 

consult each other in developing a suitable calendar of 
events. President Lee welcomed the opening of an 
Indian Cultural Centre in Seoul in July 2011 and 
conveyed that the Korean Cultural Centre would be 
operational in New Delhi in the course of the year. 
Prime Minister Singh noted that the initiative would 
help the Indian people become more interested in the 
rich Korean culture and tradition. 

The two leaders welcomed the growing educational 
and academic exchanges between the two countries. 
They agreed to promote tie-ups and exchanges 
between educational institutions of the two countries, 
with a view to increasing student exchanges in various 
areas including language, information technology, and 
science. 

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee expressed a 
strong desire to see greater parliamentary exchanges 
between the two countries, which are amongst the two 
most vibrant democracies in the world. 

Recognizing the critical role of the media in informing 
and shaping public opinion in democratic nations, 
Prime Minister Singh and President Lee also 
welcomed the MOU on media exchanges, concluded 
in July 2011 in Seoul. It was noted that the two 
countries would exchange media delegation in the 
second half of this year. They also agreed to facilitate 
institutional tie ups between media organizations of 
both countries to promote further exchange of content 
and journalists. 

Furthering Cooperation in the International 
Arena

Prime Minister Singh and President Lee exchanged 
views on the global economic and financial situation, 
which continues to be very difficult. They reiterated the 
pressing need for all countries and international 
financial institutions to work in tandem in order to 
overcome the crisis affecting each and every nation. 
They agreed to step up consultations including those 
in the G20 process to enhance transparency and 
cooperation in both regional and global economic 
structures. 

The two leaders also recognized the need for 
comprehensive UN reforms including Security 
Council expansion to make the body even more 
representative and effective. Prime Minister Singh 
emphasized India’s aspirations for a greater role in the 
reformed UN Security Council. Both sides 
commended each other’s roles and constructive 
contributions in promoting global peace, security and 
prosperity. 

The two leaders exchanged views on the situation in 
their respective regions, as well as the Gulf, West Asia 
and North Africa, expressing concern at a number of 
flashpoints that could endanger peace and security in 
Asia and beyond. They underlined their strong 
commitment to the peaceful settlement of issues, 
without resorting to force or the threat of use of force. 
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friendly people of the Republic of Korea for the warm 
and gracious hospitality accorded to him and his 
delegation. Prime Minister Singh extended a cordial 
invitation to the President of ROK to visit India at a 
mutually convenient time. The invitation was accepted 
with appreciation. 

contribute immeasurably to deepening and expanding 
the Strategic Partnership between the two countries. 

On behalf of the Government and the people of India, 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh expressed 
gratitude to President Mr. Lee Myung-bak and the 

Visit of President of Pakistan to India
Statement of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari in New Delhi

Zardari is on a private visit and I have taken advantage 
of this visit to discuss with him all bilateral issues and I 
am very satisfied with the outcome of this visit. 
President Zardari has also invited me to visit Pakistan. I 
would be very happy to visit Pakistan on a mutually 
convenient date. The relation between India and 
Pakistan should become normal. That’s our common 
desire. We have number of issues and we are willing to 
find practical and pragmatic solutions to all those 
issues and that’s the message President Zardari and I 
wish to convey.

President Asif Ali Zardari: I would like to wish the 
people of India Assalam Allaikum from the people of 
Pakistan and I am grateful to Manmohan Singh, The 
Prime Minister of India, for inviting me for a lunch 
although I am on a private visit here. We have had 
some very fruitful bilateral talks together. India and 
Pakistan are neighbours. We would like to have better 
relations with India. We spoke on all topics that we 
could have spoken about and hope to meet on 
Pakistan soil very soon. Thank you very much. 

New Delhi - April 8, 2012

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh shakes hands with 
Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari during a meeting in New Delhi 
on April 8, 2012. 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh: President 
Zardari and I had a very constructive and friendly 
exchange of views on all bilateral issues which affect 
the relation between India and Pakistan. President 

State visit of Emir of Qatar to India

His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Emir 
of Qatar was on a State Visit to India from April 8-10, 
2012 at the invitation of Hon’ble President Smt. 
Pratibha Devi Singh Patil. The Emir of Qatar was 
accompanied by his wife Her Highness Sheikha 
Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned, a high level Ministerial 
delegation, senior officials and businessmen. This is 
the third visit of the Emir to India, the last two being in 
1999 and 2005.

During his stay in India, the Emir met the Hon'ble 
President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil who hosted a 
banquet in his honour. Hon'ble Vice President and 
External Affairs Minister called on the Emir. 
Chairperson of UPA and the leader of opposition also 
called on the Emir. His Highness the Emir held bilateral 
talks with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. 

 The Prime Minister visited Qatar in November 2008. 
India's relations with Qatar have been historically 
close and friendly. Qatar is the largest supplier of LNG 
to India. Qatar also hosts an Indian community of 
around 500,000 persons. Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani,

shakes hands with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
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Health Ministers, High Representatives on Security 

and other sectoral meetings have helped further 

deepening of cooperation amongst BRICS countries.

The Delhi Declaration, capturing the essence of 

discussion as well as putting forth common position of 

BRICS countries on various economic and political 

issues of global and regional importance was issued 

at the end of the Summit. The Declaration included 

Delhi Action Plan which highlights the activities to be 

undertaken under India’s chairmanship of BRICS to 

further cooperation. Two agreements namely- “Master 

Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in Local 

Currencies” and “BRICS Multilateral Letter of Credit 

Confirmation Facility Agreement”- were signed by the 

Development Banks from BRICS countries. The 

Leaders also released “The BRICS Report” focusing 

on synergies and complementarities between the 

BRICS economies and highlighting their role as 

growth drivers of the world economy. An updated 

edition of BRICS Statistical Publication was also 

issued at the occasion.

4th BRICS Summit - New Delhi

The Fourth BRICS Summit was hosted in New Delhi 

on 29 March 2012 under the overarching theme of 

“BRICS Partnership for Global Stability, Security and 

Prosperity.” The Summit has imparted further 

momentum to the BRICS process.

BRICS, is a unique Grouping with shared 

opportunities and common challenges. Formalized 

with the first meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Brazil, 

Russia, India and China in New York on the margins of 

the United Nations General Assembly in September 

2006, in a short span of time, the Grouping has come a 

long way and has evolved a number of mechanisms for 

consultation and cooperation in a number of sectors. 

South Africa joined the Grouping at the third Summit in 

Sanya, China in April 2011.

The agenda of BRICS meetings has considerably 

widened over the years to encompass topical global 

challenges such as international terrorism, WMDs, 

climate change, food and energy security, MDGs, 

international economic and financial situation, etc. 

Four BRICS Summits and meetings of Foreign 

Ministers, Finance Ministers, Agriculture Ministers, 

BRICS SUMMITBRICS SUMMIT
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The Master Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in 

Local Currency is intended to reduce the demand for 

fully convertible currencies for transactions among 

BRICS nations, and thereby help reduce the 

transaction costs of intra-BRICS trade.

The Multilateral Letter of Credit Confirmation Facility 

Agreement envisages confirmation of L/Cs, upon 

receipt of a request from the Exporter or the Exporter's 

Bank or the Indemnifying Party or the Importer's Bank. 

This arrangement would help reduce trade transaction 

costs, besides promoting intra-BRICS trade.

These two Agreements are expected to enhance 

cooperation among the BRICS development banks 

and to significantly promote intra-BRICS trade.

Agreements between BRICS Develoment Banks

Development banks of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa) on 29 March 2012,  signed 

two Agreements - 

I) Master Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in 

Local Currency; and 

ii) BRICS Multilateral Letter of Credit Confirmation 

Facility Agreement 

- in the presence of Heads of States/Governments of 

the BRICS countries. The five participating banks are 

Banco Nacional de Desenvolvimento Economico e 

Social - BNDES, Brazil; State Corporation Bank for 

Development and Foreign Economic Affairs - 

Vnesheconombank of Russia; Export-Import Bank of 

India; China Development Bank Corporation, and 

Development Bank of Southern Africa.

APRIL / MAY  2012
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Fourth BRICS Summit - Delhi Declaration

and supervision cooperation, and promoting the sound 
development of global financial markets and banking 
systems.

 In this context, we believe that the primary role of the G20 as 
premier forum for international economic cooperation at this 
juncture is to facilitate enhanced macroeconomic policy 
coordination, to enable global economic recovery and 
secure financial stability, including through an improved 
international monetary and financial architecture. We 
approach the next G20 Summit in Mexico with a commitment 
to work with the Presidency, all members and the 
international community to achieve positive results, 
consistent with national policy frameworks, to ensure strong, 
sustainable and balanced growth.

We recognize the importance of the global financial 
architecture in maintaining the stability and integrity of the 
global monetary and financial system. We therefore call for a 
more representative international financial architecture, with 
an increase in the voice and representation of developing 
countries and the establishment and improvement of a just 
international monetary system that can serve the interests of 
all countries and support the development of emerging and 
developing economies. Moreover, these economies having 
experienced broad-based growth are now significant 
contributors to global recovery.

We are however concerned at the slow pace of quota and 
governance reforms in the IMF. We see an urgent need to 
implement, as agreed, the 2010 Governance and Quota 
Reform before the 2012 IMF/World Bank Annual Meeting, as 
well as the comprehensive review of the quota formula to 
better reflect economic weights and enhance the voice and 
representation of emerging market and developing countries 
by January 2013, followed by the completion of the next 
general quota review by January 2014. This dynamic process 
of reform is necessary to ensure the legitimacy and 
effectiveness of the Fund. We stress that the ongoing effort to 
increase the lending capacity of the IMF will only be 
successful if there is confidence that the entire membership 
of the institution is truly committed to implement the 2010 
Reform faithfully. We will work with the international 
community to ensure that sufficient resources can be 
mobilized to the IMF in a timely manner as the Fund continues 
its transition to improve governance and legitimacy. We 
reiterate our support for measures to protect the voice and 
representation of the IMF's poorest members.

We call upon the IMF to make its surveillance framework 
more integrated and even-handed, noting that IMF proposals 
for a new integrated decision on surveillance would be 
considered before the IMF Spring Meeting.

In the current global economic environment, we recognise 
that there is a pressing need for enhancing the flow of 
development finance to emerging and developing countries. 
We therefore call upon the World Bank to give greater priority 
to mobilising resources and meeting the needs of 
development finance while reducing lending costs and 
adopting innovative lending tools.

We welcome the candidatures from developing world for the 
position of the President of the World Bank. We reiterate that 
the Heads of IMF and World Bank be selected through an 
open and merit-based process. Furthermore, the new World 
Bank leadership must commit to transform the Bank into a 
multilateral institution that truly reflects the vision of all its 
members, including the governance structure that reflects 
current economic and political reality. Moreover, the nature of 
the Bank must shift from an institution that essentially 
mediates North-South cooperation to an institution that 

We, the leaders of the Federative Republic of Brazil, the 
Russian Federation, the Republic of India, the People's 
Republic of China and the Republic of South Africa, met in 
New Delhi, India, on 29 March 2012 at the Fourth BRICS 
Summit. Our discussions, under the overarching theme, 
“BRICS Partnership for Global Stability, Security and 
Prosperity”, were conducted in an atmosphere of cordiality 
and warmth and inspired by a shared desire to further 
strengthen our partnership for common development and 
take our cooperation forward on the basis of openness, 
solidarity, mutual understanding and trust.

We met against the backdrop of developments and changes 
of contemporary global and regional importance - a faltering 
global recovery made more complex by the situation in the 
euro zone; concerns of sustainable development and climate 
change which take on greater relevance as we approach the 
UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) and 
the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity being hosted in Brazil and India respectively later 
this year; the upcoming G20 Summit in Mexico and the recent 
8th WTO Ministerial Conference in Geneva; and the 
developing political scenario in the Middle East and North 
Africa that we view with increasing concern. Our 
deliberations today reflected our consensus to remain 
engaged with the world community as we address these 
challenges to global well-being and stability in a responsible 
and constructive manner.

BRICS is a platform for dialogue and cooperation amongst 
countries that represent 43% of the world’s population, for the 
promotion of peace, security and development in a multi-
polar, inter-dependent and increasingly complex, globalizing 
world. Coming, as we do, from Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin 
America, the transcontinental dimension of our interaction 
adds to its value and significance.

We envision a future marked by global peace, economic and 
social progress and enlightened scientific temper. We stand 
ready to work with others, developed and developing 
countries together, on the basis of universally recognized 
norms of international law and multilateral decision making, 
to deal with the challenges and the opportunities before the 
world today. Strengthened representation of emerging and 
developing countries in the institutions of global governance 
will enhance their effectiveness in achieving this objective.

We are concerned over the current global economic 
situation. While the BRICS recovered relatively quickly from 
the global crisis, growth prospects worldwide have again got 
dampened by market instability especially in the euro zone. 
The build-up of sovereign debt and concerns over medium to 
long-term fiscal adjustment in advanced countries are 
creating an uncertain environment for global growth. Further, 
excessive liquidity from the aggressive policy actions taken 
by central banks to stabilize their domestic economies have 
been spilling over into emerging market economies, fostering 
excessive volatility in capital flows and commodity prices. The 
immediate priority at hand is to restore market confidence 
and get global growth back on track. We will work with the 
international community to ensure international policy 
coordination to maintain macroeconomic stability conducive 
to the healthy recovery of the global economy.

We believe that it is critical for advanced economies to adopt 
responsible macroeconomic and financial policies, avoid 
creating excessive global liquidity and undertake structural 
reforms to lift growth that create jobs. We draw attention to the 
risks of large and volatile cross-border capital flows being 
faced by the emerging economies. We call for further 
international financial regulatory oversight and reform, 
strengthening policy coordination and financial regulation 
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serve as an incentive to settle them, in particular the Arab-
Israeli conflict. Resolution of this and other long-standing 
regional issues would generally improve the situation in the 
Middle East and North Africa. Thus we confirm our 
commitment to achieving comprehensive, just and lasting 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis of the 
universally recognized international legal framework 
including the relevant UN resolutions, the Madrid principles 
and the Arab Peace Initiative. We encourage the Quartet to 
intensify its efforts and call for greater involvement of the UN 
Security Council in search for a resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. We also underscore the importance of 
direct negotiations between the parties to reach final 
settlement. We call upon Palestinians and Israelis to take 
constructive measures, rebuild mutual trust and create the 
right conditions for restarting negotiations, while avoiding 
unilateral steps, in particular settlement activity in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories.

We express our deep concern at the current situation in Syria 
and call for an immediate end to all violence and violations of 
human rights in that country. Global interests would best be 
served by dealing with the crisis through peaceful means that 
encourage broad national dialogues that reflect the 
legitimate aspirations of all sections of Syrian society and 
respect Syrian independence, territorial integrity and 
sovereignty. Our objective is to facilitate a Syrian-led inclusive 
political process, and we welcome the joint efforts of the 
United Nations and the Arab League to this end. We 
encourage the Syrian government and all sections of Syrian 
society to demonstrate the political will to initiate such a 
process, which alone can create a new environment for 
peace. We welcome the appointment of Mr. Kofi Annan as the 
Joint Special Envoy on the Syrian crisis and the progress 
made so far, and support him in continuing to play a 
constructive role in bringing about the political resolution of 
the crisis.

The situation concerning Iran cannot be allowed to escalate 
into conflict, the disastrous consequences of which will be in 
no one’s interest. Iran has a crucial role to play for the peaceful 
development and prosperity of a region of high political and 
economic relevance, and we look to it to play its part as a 
responsible member of the global community. We are 
concerned about the situation that is emerging around Iran’s 
nuclear issue. We recognize Iran’s right to peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy consistent with its international obligations, 
and support resolution of the issues involved through political 
and diplomatic means and dialogue between the parties 
concerned, including between the IAEA and Iran and in 
accordance with the provisions of the relevant UN Security 
Council Resolutions.

Afghanistan needs time, development assistance and 
cooperation, preferential access to world markets, foreign 
investment and a clear end-state strategy to attain lasting 
peace and stability. We support the global community’s 
commitment to Afghanistan, enunciated at the Bonn 
International Conference in December 2011, to remain 
engaged over the transformation decade from 2015-2024. 
We affirm our commitment to support Afghanistan’s 
emergence as a peaceful, stable and democratic state, free 
of terrorism and extremism, and underscore the need for 
more effective regional and international cooperation for the 
stabilisation of Afghanistan, including by combating 
terrorism.

We extend support to the efforts aimed at combating illicit 
traffic in opiates originating in Afghanistan within the 
framework of the Paris Pact.

We reiterate that there can be no justification, whatsoever, for 
any act of terrorism in any form or manifestation. We reaffirm 
our determination to strengthen cooperation in countering 
this menace and believe that the United Nations has a central 
role in coordinating international action against terrorism, 
within the framework of the UN Charter and in accordance 

promotes equal partnership with all countries as a way to deal 
with development issues and to overcome an outdated 
donor- recipient dichotomy.

We have considered the possibility of setting up a new 
Development Bank for mobilizing resources for infrastructure 
and sustainable development projects in BRICS and other 
emerging economies and developing countries, to 
supplement the existing efforts of multilateral and regional 
financial institutions for global growth and development. We 
direct our Finance Ministers to examine the feasibility and 
viability of such an initiative, set up a joint working group for 
further study, and report back to us by the next Summit.

Brazil, India, China and South Africa look forward to the 
Russian Presidency of G20 in 2013 and extend their 
cooperation.

Brazil, India, China and South Africa congratulate the 
Russian Federation on its accession to the WTO. This makes 
the WTO more representative and strengthens the rule-
based multilateral trading system. We commit to working 
together to safeguard this system and urge other countries to 
resist all forms of trade protectionism and disguised 
restrictions on trade.

We will continue our efforts for the successful conclusion of 
the Doha Round, based on the progress made and in keeping 
with its mandate. Towards this end, we will explore outcomes 
in specific areas where progress is possible while preserving 
the centrality of development and within the overall 
framework of the single undertaking. We do not support 
plurilateral initiatives that go against the fundamental 
principles of transparency, inclusiveness and multilateralism. 
We believe that such initiatives not only distract members 
from striving for a collective outcome but also fail to address 
the development deficit inherited from previous negotiating 
rounds. Once the ratification process is completed, Russia 
intends to participate in an active and constructive manner for 
a balanced outcome of the Doha Round that will help 
strengthen and develop the multilateral trade system.

Considering UNCTAD to be the focal point in the UN system 
for the treatment of trade and development issues, we intend 
to invest in improving its traditional activities of consensus-
building, technical cooperation and research on issues of 
economic development and trade. We reiterate our 
willingness to actively contribute to the achievement of a 
successful UNCTAD XIII, in April 2012.

We agree to build upon our synergies and to work together to 
intensify trade and investment flows among our countries to 
advance our respective industrial development and 
employment objectives.We welcome the outcomes of the 
second Meeting of BRICS Trade Ministers held in New Delhi 
on 28 March 2012. We support the regular consultations 
amongst our Trade Ministers and consider taking suitable 
measures to facilitate further consolidation of our trade and 
economic ties. We welcome the conclusion of the Master 
Agreement on Extending Credit Facility in Local Currency 
under BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism and the 
Multilateral Letter of Credit Confirmation Facility Agreement 
between our EXIM/Development Banks. We believe that 
these Agreements will serve as useful enabling instruments 
for enhancing intra-BRICS trade in coming years.

We recognize the vital importance that stability, peace and 
security of the Middle East and North Africa holds for all of us, 
for the international community, and above all for the 
countries and their citizens themselves whose lives have 
been affected by the turbulence that has erupted in the 
region. We wish to see these countries living in peace and 
regain stability and prosperity as respected members of the 
global community.

We agree that the period of transformation taking place in the 
Middle East and North Africa should not be used as a pretext 
to delay resolution of lasting conflicts but rather it should 
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with Brazil as the host of this important Conference in June, 
for a successful and practical outcome. Brazil, Russia, China 
and South Africa also pledge their support to working with 
India as it hosts the 11th meeting of the Conference of Parties 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity in October 2012 and 
look forward to a positive outcome. We will continue our 
efforts for the implementation of the Convention and its 
Protocols, with special attention to the Nagoya Protocol on 
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization, Biodiversity 
Strategic Plan 2011-2020 and the Resource Mobilization 
Strategy.

We affirm that the concept of a ‘green economy’, still to be 
defined at Rio+20, must be understood in the larger 
framework of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication and is a means to achieve these fundamental and 
overriding priorities, not an end in itself. National authorities 
must be given the flexibility and policy space to make their 
own choices out of a broad menu of options and define their 
paths towards sustainable development based on the 
country's stage of development, national strategies, 
circumstances and priorities. We resist the introduction of 
trade and investment barriers in any form on the grounds of 
developing green economy.

The Millennium Development Goals remain a fundamental 
milestone in the development agenda. To enable developing 
countries to obtain maximal results in attaining their 
Millennium Development Goals by the agreed time-line of 
2015, we must ensure that growth in these countries is not 
affected. Any slowdown would have serious consequences 
for the world economy. Attainment of the MDGs is 
fundamental to ensuring inclusive, equitable and sustainable 
global growth and would require continued focus on these 
goals even beyond 2015, entailing enhanced financing 
support.

We attach the highest importance to economic growth that 
supports development and stability in Africa, as many of 
these countries have not yet realised their full economic 
potential. We will take our cooperation forward to support 
their efforts to accelerate the diversification and 
modernisation of their economies. This will be through 
infrastructure development, knowledge exchange and 
support for increased access to technology, enhanced 
capacity building, and investment in human capital, including 
within the framework of the New Partnership for Africa's 
Development (NEPAD).

We express our commitment to the alleviation of the 
humanitarian crisis that still affects millions of people in the 
Horn of Africa and support international efforts to this end.

Excessive volatility in commodity prices, particularly those for 
food and energy, poses additional risks for the recovery of the 
world economy. Improved regulation of the derivatives 
market for commodities is essential to avoid destabilizing 
impacts on food and energy supplies. We believe that 
increased energy production capacities and strengthened 
producer-consumer dialogue are important initiatives that 
would help in arresting such price volatility.

Energy based on fossil fuels will continue to dominate the 
energy mix for the foreseeable future. We will expand 
sourcing of clean and renewable energy, and use of energy 
efficient and alternative technologies, to meet the increasing 
demand of our economies and our people, and respond to 
climate concerns as well. In this context, we emphasise that 
international cooperation in the development of safe nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes should proceed under 
conditions of strict observance of relevant safety standards 
and requirements concerning design, construction and 
operation of nuclear power plants. We stress IAEA's essential 
role in the joint efforts of the international community towards 
enhancing nuclear safety standards with a view to increasing 

with principles and norms of international law. We emphasize 
the need for an early finalization of the draft of the 
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism in the 
UN General Assembly and its adoption by all Member States 
to provide a comprehensive legal framework to address this 
global scourge.

We express our strong commitment to multilateral diplomacy 
with the United Nations playing a central role in dealing with 
global challenges and threats. In this regard, we reaffirm the 
need for a comprehensive reform of the UN, including its 
Security Council, with a view to making it more effective, 
efficient and representative so that it can deal with today’s 
global challenges more successfully. China and Russia 
reiterate the importance they attach to the status of Brazil, 
India and South Africa in international affairs and support 
their aspiration to play a greater role in the UN.

We recall our close coordination in the Security Council 
during the year 2011, and underscore our commitment to 
work together in the UN to continue our cooperation and 
strengthen multilateral approaches on issues pertaining to 
global peace and security in the years to come.

Accelerating growth and sustainable development, along 
with food, and energy security, are amongst the most 
important challenges facing the world today, and central to 
addressing economic development, eradicating poverty, 
combating hunger and malnutrition in many developing 
countries. Creating jobs needed to improve people’s living 
standards worldwide is critical. Sustainable development is 
also a key element of our agenda for global recovery and 
investment for future growth. We owe this responsibility to our 
future generations.

We congratulate South Africa on the successful hosting of 
the 17th Conference of Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 7th 
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (COP17/CMP7) in December 
2011. We welcome the significant outcomes of the 
Conference and are ready to work with the international 
community to implement its decisions in accordance with the 
principles of equity and common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities.

We are fully committed to playing our part in the global fight 
against climate change and will contribute to the global effort 
in dealing with climate change issues through sustainable 
and inclusive growth and not by capping development. We 
emphasize that developed country Parties to the UNFCCC 
shall provide enhanced financial, technology and capacity 
building support for the preparation and implementation of 
nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing 
countries.

We believe that the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) is a unique opportunity for the 
international community to renew its high-level political 
commitment to supporting the overarching sustainable 
development framework encompassing inclusive economic 
growth and development, social progress and environment 
protection in accordance with the principles and provisions of 
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 
including the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities, Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation.

We consider that sustainable development should be the 
main paradigm in environmental issues, as well as for 
economic and social strategies. We acknowledge the 
relevance and focus of the main themes for the Conference 
namely, Green Economy in the context of Sustainable 
Development and Poverty Eradication (GESDPE) as well as 
Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development (IFSD).

China, Russia, India and South Africa look forward to working 
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public confidence in nuclear energy as a clean, affordable, 
safe and secure source of energy, vital to meeting global 
energy demands.

We have taken note of the substantive efforts made in taking 
intra-BRICS cooperation forward in a number of sectors so 
far. We are convinced that there is a storehouse of 
knowledge, know-how, capacities and best practices 
available in our countries that we can share and on which we 
can build meaningful cooperation for the benefit of our 
peoples. We have endorsed an Action Plan for the coming 
year with this objective.

We appreciate the outcomes of the Second Meeting of 
BRICS Ministers of Agriculture and Agrarian Development at 
Chengdu, China in October 2011. We direct our Ministers to 
take this process forward with particular focus on the 
potential of cooperation amongst the BRICS to contribute 
effectively to global food security and nutrition through 
improved agriculture production and productivity, 
transparency in markets and reducing excessive volatility in 
commodity prices, thereby making a difference in the quality 
of lives of the people particularly in the developing world.

Most of BRICS countries face a number of similar public 
health challenges, including universal access to health 
services, access to health technologies, including 
medicines, increasing costs and the growing burden of both 
communicable and non-communicable diseases. We direct 
that the BRICS Health Ministers meetings, of which the first 
was held in Beijing in July 2011, should henceforth be 
institutionalized in order to address these common 
challenges in the most cost-effective, equitable and 
sustainable manner.

We have taken note of the meeting of S&T Senior Officials in 
Dalian, China in September 2011, and, in particular, the 
growing capacities for research and development and 
innovation in our countries. We encourage this process both 
in priority areas of food, pharma, health and energy as well as 
basic research in the emerging inter-disciplinary fields of 
nanotechnology, biotechnology, advanced materials 
science, etc. We encourage flow of knowledge amongst our 
research institutions through joint projects, workshops and 
exchanges of young scientists.

The challenges of rapid urbanization, faced by all developing 
societies including our own, are multi-dimensional in nature 
covering a diversity of inter-linked issues. We direct our 
respective authorities to coordinate efforts and learn from 
best practices and technologies available that can make a 
meaningful difference to our societies. We note with 
appreciation the first meeting of BRICS Friendship Cities 
held in Sanya in December 2011 and will take this process 
forward with an Urbanization and Urban Infrastructure Forum 
along with the Second BRICS Friendship Cities and Local 
Governments Cooperation Forum.

Given our growing needs for renewable energy resources as 
well as on energy efficient and environmentally friendly 
technologies, and our complementary strengths in these 
areas, we agree to exchange knowledge, know-how, 
technology and best practices in these areas.

It gives us pleasure to release the first ever BRICS Report, 
coordinated by India, with its special focus on the synergies 
and complementarities in our economies. We welcome the 
outcomes of the cooperation among the National Statistical 
Institutions of BRICS and take note that the updated edition of 
the BRICS Statistical Publication, released today, serves as a 
useful reference on BRICS countries.

We express our satisfaction at the convening of the III BRICS 
Business Forum and the II Financial Forum and acknowledge 
their role in stimulating trade relations among our countries. In 
this context, we welcome the setting up of BRICS Exchange 
Alliance, a joint initiative by related BRICS securities 

Delhi Action Plan

1. Meeting of BRICS Foreign Ministers on sidelines of 
UNGA.

2. Meetings of Finance Ministers and Central Bank 
Governors on sidelines of G20 meetings/other 
multilateral (WB/IMF) meetings.

3. Meeting of financial and fiscal authorities on the 
sidelines of WB/IMF meetings as well as stand-
alone meetings, as required.

4. Meetings of BRICS Trade Ministers on the margins 
of multilateral events, or stand-alone meetings, as 
required.

5. The Third Meeting of BRICS Ministers of 
Agriculture, preceded by a preparatory meeting of 
experts on agro-products and food security issues 
and the second Meeting of Agriculture Expert 
Working Group.

6. Meeting of BRICS High Representatives 
responsible for national security.

7. The Second BRICS Senior Officials’ Meeting on 
S&T.

8. The First meeting of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum 
and the second BRICS Friendship Cities and Local 
Governments Cooperation Forum in 2012 in India.

9.  The Second Meeting of BRICS Health Ministers.

10. Mid-term meeting of Sous-Sherpas and Sherpas.

11. Mid-term meeting of CGETI (Contact Group on 
Economic and Trade Issues).

12. The Third Meeting of BRICS Competition 
Authorities in 2013.

13. Meeting of experts on a new Development Bank.

14. Meeting of financial authorities to follow up on the 
findings of the BRICS Report.

15. Consultations amongst BRICS Permanent Missions 
in New York, Vienna and Geneva, as required.

16. Consultative meeting of BRICS Senior Officials on 
the margins of relevant environment and climate 
related international fora, as necessary.

17. New Areas of Cooperation to explore:

(i) Multilateral energy cooperation within BRICS   
framework.

(ii) A general academic evaluation and future long-
term strategy for BRICS.

(iii) BRICS Youth Policy Dialogue.

(iv) Cooperation in Population related issues.

exchanges.

We encourage expanding the channels of communication, 
exchanges and people-to-people contact amongst the 
BRICS, including in the areas of youth, education, culture, 
tourism and sports.

Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa extend their warm 
appreciation and sincere gratitude to the Government and 
the people of India for hosting the Fourth BRICS Summit in 
New Delhi.

Brazil, Russia, India and China thank South Africa for its offer 
to host the Fifth BRICS Summit in 2013 and pledge their full 
support.
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Statement by Hon'ble Sushma Swaraj, Leader of Opposition, Lok Sabha, India and Leader of All-Party 
Parliamentary Delegation to Sri Lanka at a media interaction on 21 April 2012

We have noted the improved situation regarding the 
resettlement of IDPs. However, a significant number of 
them continue to be in transit situations or with host 
families.  Our task will not be complete until they return 
to their original homes.  Similarly, while there has been 
substantial progress in the area of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction, a lot remains to be done.  We are 
prepared to assist in whatever way possible, in a spirit 
of partnership and cooperation.

The end of the armed conflict has provided a historic 
opportunity for moving towards national reconciliation 
and political settlement. The report of the Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) has 
underlined this and has made a number of 
constructive recommendations for addressing issues 
related to healing the wounds of the conflict and 
fostering a process of lasting peace and reconciliation 
in Sri Lanka. It is important that these are pursued with 
a sense of urgency.  This is the message we have 
conveyed to our Sri Lankan friends during the course 
of this visit. 

Our discussions over the last four days have brought 
out clearly the need for expeditious implementation of 
the measures proposed by the LLRC with regard to 
information on missing persons and detainees, 
investigation of cases of disappearances and 
abductions, promotion of a trilingual policy, reduction 
of high security zones, return of private lands by the 
military and demilitarization, including phasing out of 
the involvement of the security forces in civilian 
activities and restoration of civilian administration in 
the Northern Province. We have noted the assurance 
given by the Government of Sri Lanka in Parliament 
that it will ensure the withdrawal of security forces from 
community life and confine their role to security 
matters.

I am happy to lead the All-Party delegation of 
Parliamentarians from India on this important visit to 
Sri Lanka. We are happy to meet you and share our 
impressions from this visit.  I would like to start by 
introducing my colleagues from the delegation.  
(Please see page 14  for list of delegation)

The purpose of our visit was to see for ourselves the 
progress made in Sri Lanka since the end of the armed 
conflict in May 2009. We wanted to interact with a wide 
cross-section of political parties, members of civil 
society and the public at large, and get a sense of the 
situation, especially with regard to rehabilitation, 
resettlement and the way forward to achieving a 
lasting and broad-based peace in Sri Lanka.

 As you are aware, India has been unstinting in its 
assistance in supporting efforts to resettle and 
rehabilitate internally displaced persons in Sri Lanka 
and to reconstruct the infrastructure and facilities of 
northern Sri Lanka.  In this context, we also wanted to 
get a first-hand glimpse of the status of the 
development projects being implemented with India's 
assistance in different parts of Sri Lanka, and the 
impact they were having on the ground. 

 My delegation and I had the opportunity to call on His 
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa this 
morning. We had extensive discussions with several 
Ministers, the Leader of the Opposition, key leaders of 
major political parties, Members of Parliament and 
representatives of civil society. We travelled to different 
parts of Sri Lanka, a fact that testifies to the pan-Island 
footprint of our engagement with this country. Our 
immediate focus, however, was on the North and the 
East, as they recover from the trauma of nearly three 
decades of armed conflict.

VISIT OF THE INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TO SRI LANKA 
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 We are happy to note that our relations are moving 
ahead in a comprehensive manner. It is a relationship 
based on deep civilizational and cultural bonds and 
shared interests. As a close and friendly neighbour, we 
have strong stakes in the unity and territorial integrity of 
Sri Lanka and in the preservation of peace, harmony 
and prosperity of this country. We are committed to 
taking the relationship forward.

As India and Sri Lanka are immediate neighbours with 
an extensive interface, there are naturally some 
bilateral issues that need to be addressed, for 
example, the issue of fishermen. I would like to 
emphasize that this is an emotive issue which must be 
handled with care on both sides. As we explore 
possible solutions, both sides must ensure that there 
is no use of force against the fishermen and that they 
are treated in a humane manner. We were happy to 
learn that the Joint Working Group on Fisheries which 
met in January this year was able to look at various 
options to address this issue in a larger framework. We 
hope the fishermen on both sides can meet again and 
talk directly to each other.

India and Sri Lanka are bound by ties of history, 
geography and culture. Our partnership must 
therefore progress in the spirit of being the closest of 
neighbours and friends whose destinies are 
intertwined. As democracies, we understand that we 
may occasionally have differences but these will be 
dealt with through dialogue and on the basis of mutual 
respect. I am confident that our shared heritage and 
common interests will take us forward together.

Thank you

Above all, it is our sincere hope that the Government of 
Sri Lanka will seize this window of opportunity and 
follow an enlightened approach to reach a genuine 
political reconciliation, based on a meaningful 
devolution of powers, which takes into account the 
legitimate needs of the Tamil people for equality, 
dignity, justice and self-respect. We have been assured 
in the past that this will be done within the framework of 
“Thirteenth Amendment – Plus”. We would urge the 
Government of Sri Lanka and other stakeholders, 
including the Tamil National Alliance, to resume 
dialogue and move towards an early political 
settlement. We would earnestly suggest urgent 
consultations to create conditions for launching of the 
Parliamentary Select Committee.

During our stay in Sri Lanka, we were able to visit 
several of sites of Indian-aided projects, including 
railway projects in the North and the South, the housing 
project, Kankesanthurai Harbour, and some of the 
schools, hospitals and vocational training centres 
being revived with our assistance.  We were happy to 
witness the handover of some of the completed 
projects. Several others are on track to be completed in 
the coming months.  These projects gave us some 
satisfaction that India's assistance, especially in the 
areas of humanitarian assistance, temporary shelter, 
housing, de-mining, education and vocational training, 
public health, connectivity, and revival of agriculture 
and other livelihood activities, has been able to make a 
difference to the lives of the people.

These projects serve to underline India's commitment, 
as a stakeholder in peace, stability and harmony in Sri 
Lanka, to addressing the pressing needs of the war-
affected people and the restoration of normalcy to their 
lives.

Smt. Sushma Swaraj (Leader of the delegation) - Member of Parliament - BJP /Lok Sabha

Mr. M. Krishnaswamy - Member of Parliament - INC/ Lok Sabha

Mr. N.S.V. Chitthan - Member of Parliament - INC/ Lok Sabha

Mr. Manicka Tagore - Member of Parliament - INC/ Lok Sabha

Dr E.M. Sudarsana Natchiappan - Member of Parliament - INC/ Rajya Sabha

Mr. J.D. Seelam - Member of Parliament - INC/ Rajya Sabha

Mr. T. K. Rangarajan - Member of Parliament - CPI (M)/ Rajya Sabha

Dr. Balbir Punj - Member of Parliament - BJP/ Rajya Sabha

Mr. Pralhad Venkatesh Joshi - Member of Parliament - BJP/ Lok Sabha

Mr. Shailendra Kumar - Member of Parliament - SP/ Lok Sabha

Mr. Vishwa Mohan Kumar - Member of Parliament - JD (U)/ Lok Sabha

Mr. Sidhant Mohapatra - Member of Parliament - BJD/ Lok Sabha

Hon’ble Members of the Indian Parliamentary delegation 
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High Commissioner of India Mr Ashok 
K Kantha (left) received the Indian 
Parliamentary delegation at the 
Bandaranaike International Airport - 
Katunayake

Deputy Minister of External Affairs, Government of Sri 
Lanka, Hon'ble GJL Neomal Perera (left) and senior 
officials of the Sri Lankan Ministry of External Affairs 
welcoming the delegation. Also in the pic is Dr Balbir 
Punj, MP (right)

Smt Sushma Swaraj being 
welcomed by Ven Banagala 
Upatissa Nayaka Thero at the 
Airport — at Bandaranaike 
International Airport 

Smt Sushma Swaraj being introduced to 
Hon'ble A.H.M. Fowzie, Senior Minster in 
the Government of Sri Lanka by Hon'ble 
Nimal Sripal de Silva. W — at The 
Parliament of Sri Lanka.

At The Parliament of Sri Lanka

Smt Swaraj greeting Hon'ble Members of 
Parliament of Sri Lanka — at The Parliament of 
Sri Lanka

Smt Swaraj being greeted by Mr 
R. Sampanthan, Hon'ble MP, 
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) — 
at The Parliament of Sri Lanka.

Call on Mr Basil Rajapksa, Hon'ble Minister of 
Economic Development by the Indian Parliamentary 
delegation
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Leaders and members of different Sri Lankan political parties called on the Indian Parliamentary delegation

The Indian Parliamentary delegation led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha on its visit to Sri Lanka 
paid homage to the martyred Indian soldiers of the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) at the IPKF Memorial in Colombo

High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka, HE Mr Ashok K Kantha hosted a dinner in honour of the Indian Parliamentary delegation to 
Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, MP and Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition, Lok Sabha. The dinner was attended by dignitaries 
including Ministers and Members of Parliament of Sri Lanka
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The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha had a 
meeting with Prof G.L.Peiris, Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka

The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha visited
 the District General Hospital Mullaitivu where medical equipment donated by India was handed over.

The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha visited 
the Indian Housing Project site at Vannanvayal & Tanneerootru Tamil Mixed School, Mullaitivu where symbolic handing over of houses
 and documents to 10 beneficiaries, handing over of bicycles to IDPs... The delegation also interacted with the local community leaders.

The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha visited 
Sri Lankan IDP camps in Vavuniya District on 18 Apr 2012
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The Indian Parliamentary delegation visited Kankesanthurai Harbour where wreck removal was completed 
by India at a cost of USD 19 million

After visiting IDP camp and Indian Housing Project, the delegation visited Jaffna where they met leaders of Sri Lankan political parties

The Southern Coastal Railway line Project in Sri Lanka is 
part of the Railway Projects undertaken by India in Sri Lanka 
worth USD 800 million through concessional lines of credit. 
The Southern Railway coastal project between Galle to 
Kalutara has been implemented by IRCON is worth USD 
167.4 million. The leader of the Indian Parliamentary 
delegation to Sri Lanka, Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble leader 
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha inaugurated the Galle-
Kalutara segment of this Project on 19 Apr 2012. The 
delegation travelled from Kalutara to Aluthgama on a special 
train to mark the opening. The line has been completed well 
ahead of schedule.
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Mr Ranil Wickramasinghe, Hon'ble MP and Leader of Opposition in the Sri Lankan Parliament hosted a dinner in honour of the Indian 
Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha in Colombo.

The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha visited 
the Mahabodhi Society in Colombo

Leader of the Indian Parliamentary 
delegation to Sri Lanka, Smt Sushma 
Swaraj called on HE the President of 
Sri Lanka, Mr Mahinda Rajapaksa, at 
Temple Trees, the official residence of 
the President of Sri Lanka
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The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha visited 
the Central and Eastern Provinces on 20.4.2012

The Indian Parliamentary delegation to Sri Lanka 
led by Smt Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble MP and 
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha called 
on HE the President of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda 
Rajapaksa on 21 Apr 2012 in Colombo
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report will foster genuine reconciliation. 

India has been involved in a substantial way in the 
rehabilitation and resettlement efforts, and the 
reconstruction process in Northern Sri Lanka. We are 
happy that our engagement in Sri Lanka in the areas of 
housing, de-mining, education, public health and 
connectivity have helped restore a degree of normalcy 
in the area. 

In this context, we urge the Sri Lankan Government to 
take forward the process of broader dialogue and 
show concrete movement towards a meaningful 
devolution of powers, including the implementation of 
the 13th Amendment and beyond. We would also urge 
that Sri Lanka takes forward the measures for 
accountability and to promote human rights that it has 
committed to. It is these steps, more than anything we 
declare in this Council, which would bring about 
genuine reconciliation between all the communities of 
Sri Lanka, including the minority Tamil community. 

While we subscribe to the broader message of this 
resolution and the objectives it promotes, we also 
underline that any assistance from the Office of the 
High Commissioner on Human Rights or visits of UN 
Special Procedures should be in consultation with and 
with the concurrence of the Sri Lankan Government. 
These are norms which all of us in the Council 
subscribe to. A democratic country like Sri Lanka has 
to be provided time and space to achieve the 
objectives of reconciliation and peace. In this Council 
we have the responsibility to ensure that our 
conclusions do contribute to this objective rather than 
hinder it. 

In conclusion, as a neighbour with thousands of years 
of cordial relations with Lanka, with deep rooted 
spiritual and cultural ties, we cannot remain untouched 
by developments in that country. We have been bound 
also by a shared quest for freedom and dignity. We will 
continue to remain engaged with the Government of 
Sri Lanka to take forward the process of reconciliation 
to secure for all its citizens a future marked by equality, 
dignity, justice and self-respect. 

Explanation of India’s vote at the UNHRC on Promotion,Reconciliation and 
Accountability in Sri Lanka

India believes that the primary responsibility for the 
promotion and protection of human rights lies with the 
States. Consequently resolutions of this nature should 
fully respect the sovereign rights of states and 
contribute to Sri Lanka’s own efforts in this regard.

India had welcomed the recommendations of Sri 
Lanka’s LLRC report. We believe that there is indeed a 
window of opportunity to forge a consensual way 
forward towards reconciliation through a political 
settlement respecting all the ethnic and religious 
groups inhabiting the nation. This is, in effect, what the 
Sri Lankan Government had committed to in this 
Council in 2009. We have noted the commencement of 
such a dialogue with several parties, including the 
Tamil National Alliance. 

The LLRC report recognizes that a political solution is 
imperative and that the Government of Sri Lanka 
should provide the leadership to this political process. 
I t  f u r t h e r  s e t s  o u t  s eve ra l  c o n s t r u c t i ve  
recommendations including those pertaining to 
missing persons, detainees, disappearances and 
abductions, promotion of trilingual policy, reduction of 
high security zones, curbing activities of illegal armed 
groups, return of private lands and demilitarization and 
restoration of civilian administration. This Council has 
also been briefed by the Government of Sri Lanka in 
this session on the series of steps taken to implement 
the report and other measures. We welcome these 
steps. We are confident that implementation of the 

Indian Business supports Sri Lanka Expo 2012

A large group of Indian businessmen visited for Sri 
Lanka Expo 2012. According to Export Development 
Board officials, Indian participation was one of the 
largest in EXPO 2012, with participation of over 200 
business visitors. The participation of Indian business 
delegation in EXPO 2012 is being supported by the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Southern 
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Indian 
Importers Association, All India Rubber Industries 

Association, Andhra Chamber of Commerce and 
India-ASEAN-Sri Lanka Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry.

Apart from visiting the EXPO 2012, the Indian 
delegation had a wide range of B-to-B meetings at the 
EXPO and with members of the Ceylon Chamber of 
Commerce, Federation of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry of Sri Lanka and other Chambers.

BILATERAL BEAT
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South Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Sri 
Lanka (FCCISL) for cooperation between the two 
Chambers. Mr. Rohit Mehta, President of the South 
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Mr. 
Kumar Mallimaratchi, President of FCCISL signed the 
agreement. The MoU provides for exchange of 
information; sharing of newsletters to update each 
other on various developments taking place in their 
countries; providing website linkages; encouraging 
strategic alliances and exploring possibilities to 
develop business linkages; development and 
improvement in quality and competitive standards with 
respect to various products; and exchange of business 
delegations.

South Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
operates from Surat (Gujarat), which is the 
international hub for cutting and polishing of 
diamonds, gems & jewellery. The members envisaged 
keen interest in working closely with Sri Lanka in 
sectors of interest, including diamond, gems & 
jewellery, agro processing, manufacturing & 
engineering. Gujarat is one of the fastest-growing 
States in India and linkages of Sri Lankan companies 
with their partners in Gujarat will help in diversifying Sri 
Lankan export outreach to Western part of India.

The High Commission of India in cooperation with 
Indo-Lanka Chamber of Commerce & Industry and 
Indian CEOs Forum in Sri Lanka organized an Indo- 
Lanka Business Forum at Taj Samudra on 29 March, 
2012 for the benefit of the visiting Indian business 
delegation. The forum was attended by members of 
Indo-Lanka Chamber of Commerce & Industry and 
officials from Department of Commerce and the 
Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. During the forum, 
opportunities available for Indian business in Sri Lanka 
were highlighted, with special emphasis on tourism & 
hospitality sector.

The members of the business delegation from CII met 
Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry and 
Commerce on 29 March, 2012. CII delegation 
reiterated the commitment of Indian Industry towards 
Sri Lanka as a priority destination for Indian investment 
and that they would strive to take forward the trade and 
economic relations between the two countries to a 
new level. In his remarks, Mr. P. Kumaran, Deputy High 
Commissioner said that the economic and 
commercial relations between the two countries have 
reached a new peak in 2011, with bilateral trade 
between two countries almost touching the US$ 5 
billion mark. He noted that India was a leading Foreign 
Direct Investment source for Sri Lanka for the past two 
years; with about 150 million USD in 2011. As a follow 
up of the meetings with Minister Bathiudeen in 
December 2011 at Colombo & again in Hyderabad 
(India) in January 2012, CII once again reiterated their 
offer to assist the Government of Sri Lanka in 
identifying and developing investment proposals 
trough a consultancy firm; providing support by 
mobilizing experts for capacity building of Self Help 
Groups (SHGs) and facilitating enterprise creation for 
micro entrepreneurs; offer of training 200 Sri Lankan 
students in a 10-week programme on Software Testing 
for IT Diploma Holders from Sri Lanka at the Infosys 
Campus in Mysore. CII offered their assistance in 
disseminating information regarding the opportunities 
avai lable for investment in manufactur ing 
pharmaceutical products in Sri Lanka.

Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen also met the members of All 
India Rubber Industries Association on 29 March, 
2012. During the discussions the President of the 
Association informed that they were ready to import 
raw rubber from Sri Lanka and also offered to set up an 
export-oriented synthetic rubber manufacturing plant 
in Sri Lanka.

The members of the Southern Gujarat Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry also called on Minister 
Bathiudeen, on 29 March, 2012. In his presence, the 

A 12-member volleyball team from the Indian Army, 

comprising one officer and eleven from other ranks, 

visited Sri Lanka from 25-29 April 2012, in connection 

with two friendly volleyball matches organized 

between the teams of the Indian Army and the Sri 

Lankan Army. The first match was held at the 

Sugathadasa Indoor Stadium on 26 April 2012 and the 

second one at Pelmadulla on 28 April 2012.

 This was the first time that volleyball matches were 

organized between the teams of the Indian and the Sri 

Lankan Army, as part of the efforts on both sides to 

promote friendly exchanges, including in the field of 

sports. The team  also  toured Kandy and Sigiriya for 

familiarization and sight-seeing, during their visit.  

Both teams won a match each drawing the series 1-1.

Visit of an Indian Army Volleyball team to Sri Lanka
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Fifty Indian companies participate in India Investrade 2012 on 
‘Realty Construction & Construction Materials’

Alagiyawanna, Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Construction Engineering Services, Housing & 
Common Amenities and Hon. Nandimithra 
Ekanayake, Deputy Minister of Higher Education. The 
event was also attended by Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, 
President, Federation of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of Sri Lanka, Mr. Sunil Wijesinha, Deputy 
President, The National Chamber of Commerce of Sri 
Lanka, Mr. Rajiv Mundra, Senior Vice President, 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Dr. Rajeev Singh, 
Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chief Guest for the event, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa in 
his address said that the Sri Lankan economy has 
been growing over 8% percent in past two years, 
which has resulted in high growth in the construction 
sector. He said that India has achieved a lot in the 
construction sector and the Indian companies can 
play a role in the Sri Lankan market by partnering with 
Sri Lankan companies. Commenting on the India-Sri 
Lanka Free Trade Agreement, Minister Rajapaksa 
said that FTA has been helpful in rapid growth of 
bilateral trade and invited the Indian companies to 
invest in Sri Lanka in sectors like construction, tourism, 
education and skill development. 

The High Commissioner of India, H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha in his address highlighted the robust trade and 
investment links between India and Sri Lanka. He said 
that bilateral trade has increased by over 65% last year 
to reach close to US$ 5 billion. Indian companies have 
invested close to US 150 million in Sri Lanka last year. 
He said that both countries are witnessing a boom in 
real estate segment and construction industry, which 
provides opportunities for enhanced cooperation. He 
noted that in both countries construction sector is 
likely to grow faster than broader economy over the 
next five years. High Commissioner Kantha outlined 
the opportunities for Indian companies in Sri Lanka 
and likewise for Sri Lankan companies in India. He 
appreciated the cooperation extended by various 
agencies of the Government of Sri Lanka and the two 
Chambers for organizing the event. 

In their remarks, the representatives of the two Sri 
Lankan Chambers complimented the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce for taking initiative to organize a 
specialty construction exhibition in Sri Lanka, which 
they felt was long overdue. They expressed hope that 
both sides would develop synergies for mutual benefit. 
They welcomed the Indian companies and extended 
their Chambers’ support and cooperation in their 
ventures in Sri Lanka and hoped that collaborative 
partnership between Indian and Sri Lankan 
companies will bring down the cost of construction 
and construction materials in Sri Lanka.

Indian Chamber of Commerce, Kolkatta organized 
“India Investrade 2012: An exposition and Buyer Seller 
Meet on Realty Construction & Construction 
Materials” from 26-28 April, 2012 at BMICH, Colombo. 
The event was organized with the support of Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry, Government of India and in 
association with Ministry of Construction, Engineering 
Services,  Housing & Common Amenit ies,  
Government of Sri Lanka, Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka and The National 
Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka. Fifty Indian 
companies participated in the exposition showcasing 
their profile in building materials, construction 
equipment & technologies, electrical & sanitary 
fittings, flooring & roofing material landscaping, 
consultancy, property development, financial service 
for construction. The Ministry of Construction, 
Engineering Services, Housing & Common 
Amenities, Government of Sri Lanka, Board of 
Investment, Federation of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry of Sri Lanka and The National Chamber 
of Commerce of Sri Lanka also put up their stalls at the 
exhibition. 

The three day event comprised of Exhibition, 
Conference and Buyer-Seller Meet. The purpose of 
the event was to promote and facilitate trade and 
business engagement in construction and 
construction material sector, provide a platform to 
introduce the Indian entrepreneurs with their Sri 
Lankan counterparts and promote the process of 
business engagement, exchange of ideas and 
facilitate G2G, G2B and B2B interaction on various 
issues pertaining to the construction industry of both 
the countries. 

The inaugural programme of the exhibition on 26 April, 
2012 at BMICH was graced by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Economic Development, H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Hon. Lasantha 

High Commissioner of India, Ashok K. Kantha, addressing at the 
opening ceremony of the Exhibition
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 Hon. Basil Rajapaksa and other dignitaries visited all 
the stalls of the Indian exhibitors. The inaugural 
session was attended by over 250 delegates and 
invitees.

On 27-28 April, technical sessions were organized for 
the benefit of delegates from both sides with the 
participation of representatives from National Institute 
of Construction Management and Research, India; 
Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India; 
Central Public Works Department of India; Central 
Engineering Construction Bureau, Sri Lanka; 
Chamber of Construction Industry, Sri Lanka, Institute 
of Construction Training and Development, Sri Lanka; 
Board of Investment of Sri Lanka; Indian Chamber of 
Commerce; National Chamber of Commerce of Sri 
Lanka; National Construction Association of Sri Lanka; 

State Engineering Corporation of Sri Lanka; IL & FS, 
India and delegates from both sides. 

The members of the Indian delegation called on Hon. 
Lasantha Alagiyawanna, Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Construction Engineering Services, Housing & 
Common Amenities and had discussion with various 
departments and institutions under his Ministry. Hon. 
Deputy Minister had one to one meeting with several 
representatives Indian companies on 27 April, 2012 at 
BMICH. A special presentation was organized by 
Ministry of Construction Engineering Services, 
Housing & Common Amenities on 28 April, 2012 for 
the Indian delegates. The Indian delegates also met 
the officials of Urban Development Authority and Road 
Development Authority. Several B2B were held during 
the exposition over the three days.

Coast Guards of India, Sri Lanka and Maldives successfully conduct 
Joint Exercise DOSTI XI

Ruwan Dias, Director General of the Sri Lanka Coast 

Guard visited Maldives to witness the exercise.

The exercise was held off Male and was focused on 

Maritime Search and Rescue, Marine Pollution 

control, Medical evacuation, anti-piracy and Boarding 

operations. The exercise at sea was witnessed by 

Maldives Minister of Defence and National Security Mr 

Mohamed Nazim, Maldives Chief of Defence Force 

Maj Gen Ahmed Shiyam and representatives of 

various Ministries of Maldives as well as Directors 

General of the Coast Guards of India, Sri Lanka and 

Maldives.

The successful completion of the exercise marked a 

new stage in cooperation between the three countries. 

With the menace of piracy shifting eastwards, it is 

important for the Coast Guards of the three friendly 

countries to work together to ensure the safety of 

shipping in this region. The exercise further 

strengthened the bonds of friendship and enhanced 

inter-operability between the Coast Guards of the 

three countries.

The Coast Guards of India, Sri Lanka and Maldives 

participated in a joint exercise named “Dosti XI” in 

Maldives from 23 to 27 April 2012. The exercise was 

successfully conducted off Male with the three Coast 

Guards working together to hone their skills. Exercise 

“Dosti” (Friendship) till now was a bi-annual exercise 

started in 1991 with the objective of strengthening co-

operation between the Coast Guards of India and 

Maldives. The exercise in its 20th year achieved a new 

milestone with the inclusion of the Sri Lankan Coast 

Guard. 

A total of six ships and one aircraft participated in 

“Dosti-XI”. The Indian Coast Guard was represented 

by Indian Coast Guard Ships Sankalp and Subhadra 

Kumar Chauhan and a Dornier Aircraft. The Maldivian 

Coast Guard was represented by the Maldives 

National Defence Force (MNDF) Coast Guard Ships 

Huravee, Ghazee and Shaheed Ali. The Sri Lankan 

side was represented by Sri Lankan Naval Ship 

Sagara with 35 Sri Lankan Coast Guard personnel 

embarked. Vice Admiral MP Muralidharan, Director 

General of the Indian Coast Guard and Rear Admiral 
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Endorsing her observation, the High Commissioner 

Mr. Ashok Kantha said India´s assistance for the 

people of Sri Lanka was not out of abundance, but out 

of desire to share whatever little India has in the spirit of 

kinship. Mr. Kantha said both ITEC programme and 

scholarship schemes are a key element of an 

important component of the ‘Knowledge Initiative 

launched during the visit of H.E. the President of Sri 

Lanka to India in June, 2010. He said the ITEC, 

initiated in 1964 as India’s bilateral programme of 

assistance, is constantly re-designed and focused 

sharply on the needs of our partners including Sri 

Lanka. Noting that Sri Lanka was the top most partner 

country of ITEC with over 140 senior Sri Lankan state 

sector officials going to India annually for training in 

over 100 Courses, he said feedback received from the 

alumni indicated the popularity of the programme.

For more details on the scholarship programmes and 

other educational assistance, please visit the High 

C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n d i a ’ s  w e b s i t e  

http://www.hcicolombo.org and for more information 

on ITEC please visit http://itec.nic.in

Joint Celebration of International Students Day & ITEC Day

The annual get together of ITEC participants and Sri 

Lankan students studied in India was celebrated on 

March 22, 2012 with the enthusiastic participation of 

nearly 400 alumni from across the country. To felicitate 

the alumni a reception was organized by the High 

Commission of India at Hotel Taj Samudra under the 

patronage of High Commissioner of India H.E. Ashok 

K. Kantha with Minister of Health Hon. Mathripala 

Sirisena gracing the occasion as the Chief Guest.

The International Students’ Day is observed every 

year to commemorate the birth anniversary of 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister 

of independent India. Speaking on the occasion, Chief 

Guest Hon. Sirisena lauded Maulana Azad’s lead role 

in laying the foundation of India´s school and higher 

education system. Lauding Maulana’s contribution to 

the system of free and subsidized education, the 

Minister said such a system helps in bringing about 

equality in the society, assists the marginalized section 

in their upliftment and promotes social harmony.

While making a special mention of the centuries old 

cultural and educational linkages between both the 

countries, Minister Sirisena appreciated India´s 

scholarship assistance for Sri Lanka. This includes 

over 270 scholarships and highly subsidized self-

financed slots, for which India would be spending Sri 

Lankan Rupees 2.5 billion dollars over a three year 

period.

Sharing her experience of studying in India, one of the 

alumni said she received not just her degree in India 

but a learning of lifetime by living amongst people with 

mixed culture, numerous languages and varied races. 

Comparing India to a caring mother who normally eats 

last in the family, she said India willingly chooses to 

share her riches with neighboring countries even as it 

tries to uplift a vast section of her own people out of 

poverty.

Chief Guest Hon'ble Minister of Health Mr. Maithripala Sirisena 
addressing the gathering

EDUCATION

Scholarships for Sri Lankan Students

The Government of India offers a number of 
scholarships every year to Sri Lankan students who 
wish to pursue their studies in India. Offer of 
scholarships are sent to the Ministry of Higher 
Education through High Commission of India (HCI), 
Colombo. Nominations are received from the Ministry 
in the HCI. The information on such scholarships and 
schemes is widely publicized as and when they are 
available.

Scholarships and fellowships are offered to Sri Lankan 
students to pursue under-graduate and post-graduate 

courses in various disciplines in Indian institutions. 
Scholarships are also available for research work and 
non-formal courses (e.g. training courses in classical 
music and dance). Some of the Scholarships are:

Scholarships under the Cultural Exchange 
Programme: Sri Lankan students are also offered 
some scholarship under the India Sri Lanka cultural 
Exchange Programme.

Scheme of Scholarships for Sri Lankan Nationals: 
Nearly 60 scholarships awarded annually under this 
scheme cover courses leading to under-graduate and 
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For the first time, on the request of students, Central Institute of Hindi, Agra agreed to conduct the exams in Kurunegala. 

Lanka Knowledge Initiative”. Under this Initiative, there 
is a proposal of the University of Colombo to establish 
a Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies with the 
support of India. The initiative will also promote 
linkages between Indian and Sri Lankan universities 
and institutions of higher learning. India will also 
consider extending technical assistance to the Ten 
Year Presidential Initiative to steer Sri Lanka towards a 
Trilingual Society by 2020. There is also a proposal to 
collaborate in the establishment of a research institute 
on agriculture in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka.

Training Opportunities

India offers training opportunities under the Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) scheme 
to government officials and executives working in the 
private sector. Over 100 training slots are reserved per 
year for Sri Lanka.

English Language Training 

The Sri Lanka-India Centre for English Language 
Training (SLICELT) has been functioning in Kandy as 
part of the President's Initiative on English and 
Information Technology. A distance learning network 
linking the English and Foreign Language University, 
Hyderabad and SLICELT can also be established in 
future to enable training of master trainers and 
teachers in Sri Lanka and upgrading their skills.

Education Fair

To highlight and promote the education opportunities 
available in India, Education Fair are planned to be 
held annually in Sri Lanka. The fair would provide the 
Sri Lankan students the scope of opportunities 
available in India while also getting a chance to interact 
with the representatives of Universities and colleges 
from India.

post-graduate degrees in all subjects, excluding 
Medicine. The scholarships also cover research work.

SAARC Scholarship Scheme of the ICCR: Under 
the ICCR's SAARC scholarship scheme, one 
fellowship two scholarships are offered at the post-
graduate level each year to Sri Lankan nationals. 
Areas in which these fellowships and scholarships are 
tenable include economics, education, environment, 
agriculture, mass communication, language, 
literature, sociology, transport engineering, applied 
economics, business administration, bio-chemistry, 
social work, food technology and home science. No 
scholarships are offered under this scheme for 
medicine.

ICCR Commonwealth Scholarship/Fellowship 
Plan: A limited number of awards are made each year. 
The study or research areas eligible are as for the 
ICCR's SAARC Scholarship Scheme.

Technical Cooperation Scheme (TCS) of the 
Colombo Plan: Upto 50 training opportunities are 
available from the Government of India's Colombo 
Plan Technical cooperation Scheme for Sri Lankan 
nationals in diverse fields. This programme is 
administered by the High Commission through the 
Department of External Resources, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of Sri Lanka. According to the 
scheme, scholarships are offered for under-graduate, 
post-graduate and research towards a Ph.D. degree. 
At the under-graduate level a few scholarships are 
also available for engineering degrees or diploma 
courses. 

Knowledge Initiative

In the June 9, 2010 declaration (during H.E. President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s state visit to India), both the 
countries announced the launching of an “India-Sri 

Hindi Courses at the Indian Cultural Centre

from India conducts the courses of the Kendriya Hindi 
Sansthan, Agra offered at the ICC.  The courses 
consist of beginner, intermediate and advanced level 
and include imparting of conversational skills.  Every 

The Hindi courses offered at the Indian Cultural Centre 
Colombo are very popular and the maximum number 
of students are enrolled at the Centre to learn Hindi.  In 
addition to five Sri Lankan Hindi teachers, an expert 
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year in the month of March, examinations are 
conducted by the KHS and the eligible candidates are 
awarded certificates by the KHS.  It was for the first 
time that written examination was also held outside 
Colombo in Kurunegala considering the large number 

of students appearing in the examination from 
Kurunegala area.  The next session of Hindi courses is 
starting from May 2012 and the Indian Cultural Centre 
could be contacted for further details.

Prof M. Gnanam from Central Institute of Hindi, Mysore Centre 
 supervising the exams at the Colombo centre.  

A viva voce examination being conducted by Prof Bharat Singh

Prof Gnanam conducting a viva voce examinationstudents at the exams — at University of Colombo.

hopes to maintain a database of Sri Lankan scholars 

who are working on contemporary India in order to 

build up an academic network for scholars in this field. 

University lecturers, professionals and other scholars 

who have any research interests about contemporary 

India can become Associate Members of the Centre. 

The Centre would like to coordinate and support 

research on contemporary India and also to promote 

interaction among scholars.

Those who wish to become Associate Members of the 

CCIS please fill the application downloaded from; 

h t t p : / / c c i s . c m b . a c . l k  a n d  e m a i l  t o  

directorccis@gmail.com or fax to 0112591610. If you 

need further details please contact Dr. Sandagomi 

Coperahewa, Director/CCIS or Ms. Saummya 

Amarasinghe, Secretary/CCIS. Tel. 0112591610.

The Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS), University of Colombo

The Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) is 

a multidisciplinary research centre to promote 

activities connected with developing knowledge in Sri 

Lanka on contemporary studies in India and 

strengthening Indo-Lanka relationship through an 

institutionalized network between the two countries.   It 

is the only research institution in Sri Lanka dedicated 

to the study of contemporary India. The CCIS is 

established under a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) between the High Commission of India in Sri 

Lanka and the University of Colombo.

Associate Members of the CCIS

One of the main objectives of the Centre for 

Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) is to provide an 

intellectual forum for academic staff and students 

working in the field of contemporary Indian studies. It 
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Ships located in midrange and at the target point 
tracked the Vehicle and witnessed the final event. 
Radars and electro-optical systems along the path 
monitored in real time all the parameters of the Missile. 

A number of new technologies developed 
indigenously were successfully tested in this A-5 
Mission. The redundant Navigation systems, very high 
accuracy Ring Laser Gyro based Inertial Navigation 
System (RINS) and the most modern and accurate 
Micro Navigation System (MINS) ensured the Missile 
reach the target point within few meters of accuracy. 
The high speed onboard computer and fault tolerant 
software along with robust and reliable bus guided the 
Missile flawlessly. 

The Vice-President Shri M. Hamid Ansari, Prime 
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, Defence Minister Shri 
AK Antony and National Security Advisor (NSA) Shri 
Shiv Shankar Menon have hailed the launch of the 
Agni-V. Dr Singh and Shri Antony spoke to DRDO chief 
Dr VK Saraswat and Programme Director Shri Avinash 
Chander and greeted the DRDO Scientists on the A-5 
success. Air Marshal K.J. Mathews, Commander-in-
Chief, Strategic Forces Command (C-in-C, SFC), who 
witnessed the launch, said that the success of Agni-V 
is a historic event for India. Dr V.G. Sekaran, Director, 
Advanced Systems Laboratory (ASL), Dr S.K. 
Chaudhari, Director, Research Centre IMARAT (RCI), 
Shri A.K. Chakrabarti, Director, Defence Research 
and Development Laboratory (DRDL), Shri S.P. Dash, 
Director, Interim Test Range (ITR), Shri Guruprasad, 
Director, Research & Development Engineers (R&DE 
Engineers, Pune) were present during the launch 
operations. Shri R.K. Gupta, Project Director guided 
the team of Scientists and employees of DRDO during 
the launch activities. 

India launches New Generation Strategic Missile AGNI-V

Setting a new milestone in the country’s Integrated 
Missile Development Programme, India’s maiden 
Long Range Ballistic Missile (LRBM) AGNI-V (A-5) 
was successfully flight tested on 19 April 2012. 

The flawless auto-launch of the missile started at 
08:04 hours. Piercing the thin cloud cover, the missile 
took off from the launch pad at Wheeler’s Island in 
Odisha at 08:07 hours and started rising exactly the 
way it was designed for. The missile, with a range of 
more than 5000 kms, followed the entire trajectory in 
copybook style perfection as the three stages of 
Propulsion dropped and fell at appropriate intervals 
into the Bay of Bengal. The three propulsion stages, 
developed completely indigenously by DRDO, 
performed exactly the way they were intended to. The 
indigenously developed Composite Rocket Motors 
performed well, signifying the country’s stride and 
complete self-reliance in this complex propulsion 
technology. 

Raghu Dixit Project Performed at Galle Music Festival 2012

Raghu Dixit Project  performed at Galle Music Festival 

2012  on Tuesday 6 March 2012.

 Raghu Dixit, a band from Karnataka, has increasingly 

become a shining beacon in the Indian independent 

music scene, and in 2011 their debut self titled album 

became India’s highest selling non-film music release. 

With such an amazingly towering voice, the lead 

singer belting out traditional Indian folk music infused 

with the right amount of elements of Western rock, 

Arabic, Latino and Reggae textures and rhythms 

makes one’s heart flutter like a butterfly.
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students of Kalasuri Arunthathy Sri Renganathan and 
those who studied under Dr. Premadasa 
Mudunkotuwa sang music in Hindustani style.

A number of students  trained by Dr. Nirmala Kumari 
Rodrigo  performed on Sitar while the students of 
Visharad Somasiri Illesinghe presented their musical 
ability through Violin in Hindustani style. The 
presentation of percussion in Tabla  presented by the 
students who learnt Tabla under S.W Randoowa.

The performances in Nav Pratibha were orchestrated 
as a variety program in which every student of the 
Indian Cultural Centre could express his or her 
inherent talent in a creative manner.

Nav Pratibha 2012, held on March 14, at 6 p.m. at 
Bishop’s College Auditorium, Perahera Mawatha, 
Colombo 3.

The performances were by the students of Indian 
Cultural Centre, Colombo trained by eminent teachers 
and artistes of Sri Lanka.

The students who tra ined under Moksha 
Samarasooriya presented Kathak dance and the 
students who learnt Bharata Natyam under Kalasuri 
Vasugy  Jegatheeswaran  and  Subhash in i  
Pathmanathan showcased their talents in Bharata 
Natyam.

The vocal music in Carnatic style  rendered by the 

CULTURE

Holi Blast 2012

Agnihotri and Movie Director Joe Ranjan. These 
Bollywood personalities are the main cast of new 
Bollywood movie ‘LUV YOU SONIYO’.

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha graced the Holi 
2012 blast. 

The Group of Colombo Indians (COLIND) organized 
HOLI BLAST 2012,  Holi celebrations in association 
with the Taj Samudra Colombo on 11 March 2012.

This year, to celebrate Holi, COLIND brought down a 
team of Bollywood celebrities including, Miss India 
2010 Neha Hinge, Actress Rati Agnihotri, Actor Tanuj 

Nav Pratibha 2012
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vocalist from India. She performed along with three 
accompanying artistes: Harshad Kanetkar on Tabla, 
Milind Kulkarni on Harmonium and Farooque Lateef 
Khan on Sarangi. Dr. Diwan, who has a gifted voice 
quality that lends itself to all forms of classical music, is 
a serious exponent of 'Poorab-Ang Thumri,' and is 
currently under the mentorship of Padmabhushan Pt. 
Channulal Mishra of Banaras, who is the finest 
exponent of Banaras Thumri. She was trained by 
Anima Das Gupta and also had the opportunity to 
learn from Shanthi Hiranand, a disciple of Begum 
Akhtar. She has trained in the Banaras Gharana 
Thumri Gayaki with Pt. Bhola Nath Mishra and excels 
in Thumri, Dadra, Chaiti, Kajri etc.

The Sarangi player Farooque Lateef Khan represents 
the fifth generation of the musical heritage of 
distinguished Sarangi players from Gohad near 
Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh. Milind Kulkarni is a 
graduate in music specialized in Harmonium from the 
Centre for Performing Arts, Pune, and is a regular 
performer of All India Radio and Doordharshan. 
Harshad Kanetkar, the percussionist, is a disciple of 
Shri Mukhade, Shri Palsule and Pt. Suresh Talwalkar.

Ghazal performances by Dr. Kumud Diwan and her troupe

A series of Ghazal concerts took place in the Month of 
March 2012 in Sri Lanka.  Ghazals are melodious 
compositions which became popular in India from the 
Mughal period, and are understood as a poetic 
expression of pain, love and separation.

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo, in association 
with the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Arts, Western 
Province, as well as the Governor’s Secretariat, 
Municipal Council and the Department of Culture, 
Eastern Province, Sri Lanka, organized the Ghazal 
concerts at Galle(14 Mar), Kalmunai(16 Mar),  
Kandy(17 Mar) and Colombo (19 Mar).

In the concert held in Colombo on 19 March 2012 at 
Ananda College, Dr Kumud Diwan performed to a 
packed and appreciative audience. The Chief Guest 
on this occasion was Mr Alhaj S Alavi Mowlana, 
Hon'ble Governor, Western Province and the 
renowned maestro Pt. Amaradeva was the Guest of 
Honour. The function was presided over by High 
Commissioner of India HE Mr Ashok Kantha.

Dr. Kumud Diwan is a well-knowned semi-classical 
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Madhur Sandhya - song & dance by the Tagore Society of Sri Lanka

To commemorate 150th Birth Anniversary of Nobel 
Laureate Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, the Tagore 
Society of Sri Lanka organized an evening of dance 
and music “Madhur Sandhya” on 15 March, 2012 at 
the John de Silva Theatre.  The programme consisted 
of Rabindra Sangeet by Thilini Rodrigo and her 
students (she has studied Hindustani classical music 
at the institute of Indra Gandhi Kala Vishvavidyalaya, 
Khairagar); Rabindra dance choreographed by 
Jayawanthie Panibharatha students of University of 
Visual Performing Arts (she studied at Shanthi 
Niketan under Guru Y. Hemantha Kumar for three 
years); Esraj recital by Sujeewa Ranasingha (was 

students as well as by the Security Forces and several 
State and private sector institutions. 

This was also the first time that all diplomatic 
missionsincluding the High Commission of India  
participated in the school exhibition. High 

Participation of High Commission of India in Ananda Abhimaan 2012

High Commission of India participated in "Anana 
Abhimaan 2012", an exhibition held at Ananda 
College, Colombo,  to mark its 125th anniversary from 
March 26 to 30 at the College premises.

Ananda Abhiman featured exhibits by its 7,000 

student of Prof. Buddha Dev Ghosh of Shanthi 
Niketan); Rabindra dance choreographed by 
Senaratne Pathirana (learnt Kathakali and Manipuri 
dance at Shanthi Niketan); and Santoor recital by Dr. 
Karunaratne Kiriwattuduwa (the first solo Santoor 
Mastero of Sri Lanka who did training under eminent 
Santoor wizard Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma).  The 
excellent presentation of dance and music items by 
alumini of Shanthi Niketan and other institutes in India 
dedicated to Gurudev Tagore mesmerized the 
audience.  Tagore Society was supported by the High 
Commission of India in organizing Madhur Sandhya.
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Classical Kathak Evening by Moksha Samarasooriya

Nrithya Nipun, Sangeeth Visharad Moksha 

Samarasooriya and her students presented a 

classical Kathak evening on 27 March, 2012 at Lionel 

Wendt Art Centre.  Nrithya Nipun, Sangeeth Visharad 

Moksha Samarasooriya, the Kathak teacher at the 

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized the Kathak 

Evening with the support of the High Commission of 

India to further popularized Kathak in Sri Lanka.  

According to Moksha “Kathak is not just form of dance. 

Kathak is a way of living. A life style. A philosophy”. An 

alumnus of Bhathkande Music and Dance Institute, 

Lucknow India, Ms. Moksha Samarasooriya has been 

playing and active role in promoting and popularizing 

the classical dance form of Kathak in Sri Lanka and 

also has been organizing Annual Kathak Mahotsav. 

“Nritya Prasag” involving a large number of her 

students since the year 2000.  The evening consisted 

of graceful and eloquent movements and rhythmic 

steps on classical music as well as comprised of fusion 

dance items and was appreciated by the audience.

Commissioner was the guest of honor on the inaugural 
day of Ananda Abhiman.   

The photographic exhibition, “India through Sri Lankan 

Eyes” depicting photographs of various Buddhist 
pilgrimage sites in India by Mithra Weerakone, 
President of the Photographic Society of Sri  Lanka 
was displayed at the High commission’s stall.
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interpretations in traditional style.

Highlighting the exhibition as yet another event in the 
continuous important partnership between India and 
Sri Lanka, High Commissioner Kariyawasam referred 
to the earliest Buddhist images found in Sri Lanka 
dating back to the 1st century which are characteristic 
of the Indian Amaravati style. Some of the carvings in 
the ancient Anuradhapura Kingdom have been said to 
reflect the influence of the Gupta and Pallava schools of 
India of the 4th, 5th and 7th centuries. He said that the 
paintings at Sigiriya, of which some reproductions were 
on display at the exhibition, are from the same period as 
those of Ajanta in India. The suggestion often made, 
which seems reasonable, is that the Ajanta school 
representatives and artists from Sri Lanka may have 
travelled in both directions and exchanged the latest art 
technologies of the time.

Exhibition of ‘Traditional Temple Paintings of Sri Lanka’ inaugurated in India

Inaugurating an exhibition 
entitled ‘Traditional Temple 
Paintings of Sri Lanka’ by 
three Sri Lankan artistes at 
the prestigious Lalit Kala 
Akademi in New Delhi, High 

Commissioner Prasad Kariyawasam said that Sri 
Lanka is one of the few countries in the South and 
South-East Asian region that can claim an unbroken 
tradition of wall painting, which is older than two 
thousand years and continues to the present day. 

The exhibition was organised from 22nd March to 5th 
April 2012 under the India-Sri Lanka Cultural 
Exchange Programme as a joint effort by the National 
Crafts Council of Sri Lanka and the Lalit Kala Akademi 
of India, featured about 110 replicas of ancient temple 
paintings and rock and wall paintings as well as 

The fourth of many films featuring movies from the 
SAARC Region, Iqbal was screened on Wednesday, 
25 April 2012 at the National Film Corporation Cinema 
Hall. The fillm's screening was organized by the 
SAARC Cultural Centre, Colombo (SCC) in 
collaboration with The Indian Cultural Centre, 
Colombo

High Commissioner of India HE Mr Ashok Kantha was 
the Chief Guest on this occasion. 

Iqbal is a 2005 Hindi Bollywood film written by Vipul K 
Rawal and directed by Nagesh Kukunoor and was 
released under Subhash Ghai's new banner, "Mukta 
Searchlight Films".

Renowned Sri Lanka cricketer Sanath Jayasuriya and Hon'ble 
MP from Matara graced the event

SAARC Film Day - Featuring "Iqbal" - a Film From India

The Film is a story about determination, hardwork, and 
an unending passion to become a pace bowler in the 
National Cricket team. "When the heart begins to think 
like the head... that's when real success is achieved," 
says coach Naseeruddin Shah to his special student, a 
deaf-and-mute boy who strives to become a national 
cricket player. The world of Nagesh Kukunoor's latest 
film is a mellow one of basic and valuable emotions. 
This isn't the first film where the director has dealt with 
the ambiguous world of adolescent dreams. Unlike 
Kukunoor's "Rockford", "Iqbal" rocks to a rustic and 
heartfelt raga-rhythm.
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merchant with many tales in his belly; but refuses to tell 
them.  The storied push their way out through whatever 
outlet they can find.  The servant accompanying the 
merchant listens to them and help spread the stories 
among people, condition is you can’t keep the stories 
yourself.  Listen to their tales and spread them as far 
and wide as you can.  Dangalnama is a production that 
investigates this sufferance of common people in 
India.  It documents various events from different 
perspectives, looks at the complex secular structure 
India wishes to follow, the undercurrents within the 
religions, the cast system in India and creates an 
expression which would go beyond the boundaries of 
cast, religion, even the country and would try to look at 
the humanity as the point of focus.

 

Colombo International Theatre Festival 2012

India-Sri Lanka Foundation 
supported participation of 
ANANT Theatre Group from 
Delhi and FLAME School of 
Performing Arts from Pune in 
the Colombo International 

Theatre Festival 2012 organized by the Inter Act Art, 
Sri Lanka.  The ANANT Theatre Group presented 
Chhutti (story telling theatre) on 29 March, 2012 and 
FLAME School of Performing Arts presented 
“Dangalnama” on 1 April, 2012 at the British School 
Auditorium.  Chhutti was a delightful retelling of four 
stories in theatrical format.  The stories have come 
from tribal, folk, and literary sources.  A greedy 
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from Sri Lanka also visited the St. Francis de Sales 
Senior Secondary School and had the opportunity of 
interacting with students and teachers. 

A group of 7 students from Zahira College, Colombo 
are also scheduled to undertake a similar educational 
tour later this year. These events are supported by the 
ISLF under its youth programme and help in creating 
awareness and understanding and create bonds of 
friendship amongst the youth of the two countries. 

The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 
foster India - Sri Lanka relations through the 
enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 
cultural cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two 
countries.

20 students from the Northern Province visit New Delhi on an Educational Tour

A 20-member group from 
various Schools in the 
Northern Province of Sri 
Lanka accompanied by two 
officials from the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and 

Sports returned to Sri Lanka on 21 April 2012  after a 
successful educational tour to New Delhi, India. 
Students from 19 schools in the Northern Province 
who had scored highest grades in ‘A’ Level exams were 
selected by the Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sports, Northern Province for this educational tour.

During this tour, the students had the opportunity to 
visit many historical sights in New Delhi such as the 
Mahatma Gandhi Samadhi, Indira Gandhi memorial, 
Jawaharlal Nehru memorial, India Gate, Rashtrapathi 
Bhavan and Delhi Haat and Crafts Museum. The team 



Mrichchakateeham

India - Sri Lanka Foundation 
supported staging of a co-
production of the Sanskrit 
play "Mrichchakateeham" in 
Tamil language, by the 
Janakaraliya Theatre Arts 
Institute and the Swami 

Vipulananthan Institute of Aesthetic Studies  of the 
Eastern University of Batticaloa, at the Lionel Wendt 
Theatre,  Colombo on the 29th of April  2012.   Hon’ble 
Minister of Higher Education and H. E. High 
Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha graced the event as 
the Chief Guest.

This play was translated into Tamil by Rasaiah 
Loganandan who is a senior member of Janakaraliya. 
J a n a k a r a l i y a  h a s  p r o d u c e d  t h e  d r a m a  
‘Mrichchakateeka’ in Sinhala language as ‘Meti 
Karaththya’ (Clay Cart) in 2010 and its being 

performed since then. 

Both the Sinhala and Tamil versions were directed by 
Parakrama Niriella who is the founder of Janakaraliya. 
Professor Sinnaiah Maunaguru is participating with 
the Tamil version, "Mrichchakatiham" as it's Executive 
Director. 

Music for this play was created by Sumudu 
Mallawarachchi. It is choreographed by Ronika 
Chamalee and directing assistants are Selvaraj 
Leelawathi, Thiyagaraja Sivanesan and Rasaiah 
Lohanandan. All the characters were played by the 
students of the Swami Vipulananda Institute of 
Aesthetic Studies of the Eastern University. Theatre 
lighting was  designed by Ajanthan Shanthakumar. 
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