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The principal responsibility of this office is to function as 
the guardian of our Constitution. I will strive, as I said on 
oath, to preserve, protect and defend our Constitution 
not just in word but also in spirit. We are all, across the 
divide of party and region, partners at the altar of our 
motherland. Our federal Constitution embodies the 
idea of modern India: it defines not only India but also 
modernity. A modern nation is built on some basic 
fundamentals: democracy, or equal rights for every 
citizen; secularism, or equal freedom to every faith; 
equality of every region and language; gender equality 
and, perhaps most important of all, economic equity. 
For our development to be real the poorest of our land 

must feel that they are part of the 
narrative of rising India.

I  h a v e  s e e n  v a s t ,  p e r h a p s 
unbelievable, changes during the 
journey that has brought me from the 
flicker of a lamp in a small Bengal 
village to the chandeliers of Delhi. I 
was a boy when Bengal  was 
savaged by a famine that killed 
millions; the misery and sorrow is 
st i l l  not lost on me. We have 
achieved much in the field of 
agriculture, industry and social 
infrastructure; but that is nothing 
compared to what India, led by the 
coming generations, will create in 
the decades ahead.

thShri Pranab Mukherjee sworn in as the 13  President of India

Shri Pranab Mukherjee was sworn in as the 13th 
President of India on July 25, 2012. He was 
administered the oath of office by the Chief Justice of 
India SH Kapadia in the Central Hall of Parliament.

Text of the speech by Shri Pranab Muerjee after being 
sworn in as the President of India:

I am deeply moved by the high honour you have 
accorded to me. Such honour exalts the occupant of this 
office, even as it demands that he rises above personal 
or partisan interests in the service of the national good.
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Our national mission must continue to be what it was 
when the generation of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Ambedkar and 
Maulana Azad offered us a tryst with destiny: to 
eliminate the curse of poverty, and create such 
opportunities for the young that they can take our India 
forward by quantum leaps. There is no humiliation more 
abusive than hunger. Trickle-down theories do not 
address the legitimate aspirations of the poor. We must 
lift those at the bottom so that poverty is erased from the 
dictionary of modern India.

What has brought us thus far, will take us further ahead. 
India's true story is the partnership of the people. Our 
wealth has been created by farmers and workers, 
industrialists and service-providers, soldiers and 
civilians. Our social harmony is the sublime co-
existence of temple, mosque, church, gurudwara and 
synagogue; they are symbols of our unity in diversity.

Peace is the first ingredient of prosperity. History has 
often been written in the red of blood; but development 
and progress are the luminous rewards of a peace 
dividend, not a war trophy. The two halves of the 20th 
Century tell their own story. Europe, and indeed the 
world, reinvented itself after the end of the Second 
World War and the collapse of colonization, leading to 
the rise of great institutions like the United Nations. 
Leaders who ordered great armies into the field, and 
then understood that war was more barbarism than 
glory, transformed the world by changing its mindset. 
Gandhiji taught by example, and gave us the supreme 
strength of non-violence. India's philosophy is not an 
abstract in textbooks. It flourishes in the day-to-day life 
of our people, who value the humane above all else. 
Violence is external to our nature; when, as human 
beings, we do err, we exorcise our sins with penitence 
and accountability.

But the visible rewards of peace have also obscured the 
fact that the age of war is not over. We are in the midst of 
a fourth world war; the third was the Cold War, but it was 
very warm in Asia, Africa and Latin America till it ended 
in the early 1990s. The war against terrorism is the 
fourth; and it is a world war because it can raise its evil 
head anywhere in the world. India has been on the 

frontlines of this war long before many 
other recognized its vicious depth or 
poisonous consequences. I am proud 
of the valour and conviction and 
steely determination of our Armed 
Forces as they have fought this 
menace on our borders; of our brave 
police forces as they have met the 
enemy within; and of our people, who 
have defeated the terrorist trap by 
remaining calm in the face of 
extraordinary provocation. The 
people of India have been a beacon of 
maturity through the trauma of 
wh ip lash  wounds. Those who 
instigate violence and perpetuate 
hatred need to understand one truth. 
Few minutes of peace will achieve far 
more than many years of war. India is 

content with itself, and driven by the will to sit on the high 
table of prosperity. It will not be deflected in its mission 
by noxious practitioners of terror.

As Indians, we must of course learn from the past; but 
we must remain focused on the future. In my view, 
education is the alchemy that can bring India its next 
golden age. Our oldest scriptures laid the framework of 
society around the pillars of knowledge; our challenge is 
to convert knowledge into a democratic force by taking it 
into every corner of our country. Our motto is 
unambiguous: All for knowledge, and knowledge for all.

The weight of office sometimes becomes a burden on 
dreams. The news is not always cheerful. Corruption is 
an evil that can depress the nation's mood and sap its 
progress. We cannot allow our progress to be hijacked 
by the greed of a few.

I envisage an India where unity of purpose propels the 
common good; where Centre and State are driven by 
the single vision of good governance; where every 
revolution is green; where democracy is not merely the 
right to vote once in five years but to speak always in the 
citizen's interest; where knowledge becomes wisdom; 
where the young pour their phenomenal energy and 
talent into the collective cause. As tyranny dwindles 
across the world; as democracy gets fresh life in regions 
once considered inhospitable; India becomes the 
model of modernity.

As Swami Vivekananda in his soaring metaphor said, 
India will be raised, not with the power of flesh but with 
the power of the spirit, not with the flag of destruction, 
but with the flag of peace and love. Bring all the forces of 
good together. Do not care what be your colour-green, 
blue or red, but mix all the colours up and produce that 
intense glow of white, the colour of love. Ours is to work, 
the results will take care of themselves.

There is no greater reward for a public servant than to be 
elected the first citizen of our Republic.

Jai Hind
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Non-alignment has been the bedrock of India’s foreign 
policy since it was enunciated by the first Prime 
Minister of India Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. In the post-
Cold War era, when the world is no longer divided into 
two military blocs, the Non-Aligned Movement has a 
renewed role to play in the emerging world order. 
Today NAM seeks to articulate the concerns of the 
developing countries regarding the contemporary 
global challenges facing the international community 
such as food security, protection of the environment 
and the reform of the institutions of global governance.

As a founding-member of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
India has consistently striven to ensure that the 
Movement moves forward on the basis of cooperation 
and  cons t ruc t ive  engagement  ra ther  than 
confrontation, and that it straddles the differences of 
the traditional North-South divide. India’s commitment 
to NAM is firm and abiding and this will be the guiding 
principle for our participation at the Tehran Summit. 

Prior to this multilateral event, Prime Minister had 
bilateral engagements with the Supreme Leader and 
President of Iran on 29th August. This was the first 
bilateral visit at this level after 2001. India shares 
historical and cultural links with Iran and in recent 
times the relationship has expanded to include 
cooperation in diverse fields like hydrocarbons, trade 
and economic matters, consultations on important 
international and regional issues, cultural and people-
to-people contacts. 

Finally, Prime Minister met with some of the leaders 
from other NAM countries participating in the Summit. 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited Iran to 
participate in the Sixteenth Summit Meeting of the 
Heads of State and Government of the Non-Aligned 
Movement which was held at Tehran on 30th and 31st 
August, 2012. 

This was the third NAM Summit in which Prime 
Minister Dr. Singh participated. He had earlier 
participated in the NAM Summit held at Sharm el-
Sheikh in Egypt in July 2009, and earlier at the Summit 
in Havana in Cuba in September 2006. PM addressed 
the Summit during the General Debate on 30th 
August. 

The theme of the Tehran NAM Summit was “Lasting 
Peace through Joint Global Governance”. An 
interactive debate on this subject was held at the 
Ministerial Segment of the Summit on 28th and 29th 
August. 

As is customary in NAM Summits, the Tehran Summit 
had comprehensive discussion on major global 
regional and sub-regional issues as well as issues 
relating to social and economic matters. The Summit 
meeting adopted a Final Document, listing the 
Movement’s position on all important international 
issues. 

The Summit level meeting was preceded by a 
customary Ministerial meeting, which was held on 
28th and 29th August, and a Senior Officials Meeting 
on 26th and 27th August. The External Affairs Minister 
Shri S. M. Krishna  represented India at the Ministerial 
Meeting. The External  Affairs Minister also 
represented India at the NAM Ministerial Committee 
on Palestine which was held separately in the evening 
of 28th August. 

Prime Minister’s visit to Iran to attend XVI NAM Summit

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  2012

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh addressing the XVI Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit, in Tehran, Iran on August 30, 2012. 
The Iranian President Mr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is on the right of the Prime Minister
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Prime Minister with Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Tehran 

Prime Minister accompanied by his wife 
Smt. Gursharan Kaur on his arrival in Tehran

View of the XVI NAM Summit opening session in Tehran 

Prime Minister with leaders of participating nations at the XVI NAM Summit 
in Tehran 

Prime Minister with the President of Islamic Republic of 
Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the delegation level 
talks in Tehran

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad welcomes 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh  at the 
Presidential Palace in Tehran, Iran, 29 August 2012.

Prime Minister meeting with President
 of Afghanistan Hamid Karzai on the 
sidelines of XVI NAM Summit in Tehran

Prime Minister meeting with the Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina in Tehran

Prime Minister with members of the
 Indian Community in Tehran
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Leader of opposition Smt. Sushma Swaraj and the 
External Affairs Minister Shri S.M. Krishna  also called 
on the President of Tajikistan. On the same day, 
President Emomali Rahmon  addressed a business 
meeting jointly organized by ASSOCHAM, CII and 
FICCI. The President also visited Bangluru on 4 
September. 

The President of the Republic of Tajikistan, His 
Excellency Mr. Emomali Rahmon, paid a State Visit to 
India from 1 to 4 September 2012 at the invitation of the 
President of India. On 3 September, the Tajikistan 
President met the President and the Vice President of 
India, and hold discussions on bilateral cooperation 
with the Prime Minister of India. During the visit, the 

State Visit of President of Tajikistan to India 
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Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh 
meeting with the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, Mr. Emomali 
Rahmon at Rashtrapati Bhavan - 
Sept 3, 2012. 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Mr. Emomali Rahmon at the media interaction in 
New Delhi - Sept 3, 2012

President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Mr. Emomali Rahmon inspecting the 
Guard of Honour at a Ceremonial 
Reception in New Delhi - Sept 3, 2012

Arab Peace Plan, which calls 
for withdrawal of Israel to pre-
1967 borders, along with 
recognition of Israel and the 
establishment of the State of 
P a l e s t i n e  w i t h  E a s t 
Jerusalem as its capital. India 
has called for an end to illegal 
Israeli settlements in the 
o c c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n i a n 
territories and had welcomed 
the ‘direct talks’ between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. 

India has always extended its 
suppor t  to  Palest ine in 

multilateral fora. India strongly supported the 
Palestinian application for membership of UN in 2011. 
India also supported Palestine in gaining membership 
in UNESCO in October 2011. 

Apart from strong political support to the Palestinian 
cause at international, regional and bilateral levels, 
India has also been contributing, since long time, 
material and technical assistance to the Palestinian 
people. During the visit, both sides signed MOUs for 
cooperat ion in ICT, vocational  t raining and 
constructing schools in Palestine. 

 The visit provided an opportunity for reviewing the 
entire gamut of bilateral relations, the Middle East 
Peace Process, regional and international issues of 
common concern and in particular the political turmoil 
in West Asia. 

President of Palestine, H.E. 
Mr. Mahmoud Abbas was 
on a State Visit to India on 
11th September 2012.   This  
was  his fourth visit to India 
and his second State Visit. 
He was accompanied by a 
delegation comprising of 
senior Ministers including 
Dr. Saeb M.S. Erakat, PLO 
E xe c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e 
Member, and Mr. Nabil G.O. 
Aburudainah, President’s 
Advisor. The visit included, 
inter alia, meeting with the 
President, delegation level 
talks with PM, calls by Vice President, and External 
Affairs Minister.

India's solidarity with the Palestinian people and its 
support for the Palestinian cause goes back in time. 
India's empathy with the Palestinian cause and its 
friendship with the people of Palestine has become an 
integral part our foreign policy. India has extended its 
consistent and unwavering support to the Palestinian 
issue. In line with our support for UN Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338, India supports a negotiated 
solution resulting in a sovereign, independent, viable 
and united State of Palestine living within secure and 
recognized borders, side by side at peace with Israel 
as endorsed in the Quartet Roadmap and UNSC 
Resolutions 1397 & 1515. India has supported the 

State Visit of President of Palestine to India

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh with the President of Palestine 

Mr. Mahmoud Abbas at a Ceremonial Reception 
in New Delhi.  
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Visit of H. E. President of Sri Lanka to India

President Mahinda Rajapaksa paid a visit to India from 
19-22 September 2012, following his State Visit to India 
in June 2010.

During the visit, President Rajapaksa called on the 
President of India, Pranab Mukherjee at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, held official talks with Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh, attended a dinner hosted in 
his honour by the Prime Minister and visited Sanchi in 
Madhya Pradesh on 21 September.

The two leaders reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral 
relations including economic and trade relations and 
discussed measures to expand relations for mutual 
benefit and reviewed progress of projects implemented 
with  and assistance of India.

President Rajapaksa expressed appreciation for the 
steps taken by the Government of India to celebrate 
jointly with the Government of Sri Lanka, the 2600th 
Anniversary of the Enlightenment of Gautama Buddha. 

In this context, he thanked the Prime Minister of India 
for making arrangements for the exposition of the 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka, especially, the 
extension of the period of the exposition.

President Rajapaksa briefed Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh on progress being made with regard 
to rehabilitation and reconstruction in the North and the 
East and resettlement of internally displaced persons. 
Reconciliation efforts and progress in implementing 
the recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and 
Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) featured as well, in 
the discussions between the two leaders.

President Rajapaksa’s delegation to bilateral meetings 
included Minister of External Affairs Prof. G.L. Peiris, 
Monitoring Member of Parliament Sajin de Vass 
Gunawardena, Secretary to the President Lalith 
Weeratunga, High Commissioner for Sri Lanka to India 
Prasad Kariyawasam and Secretary of the Ministry of 
External Affairs K. Amunugama.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa called on President Pranb Mukherjee at Rashtrapati Bhavan in new Delhi on 20 September

President Mahinda Rajapaksa Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in New Delhi on 20 September

BILATERAL VISITS

8



At the invitation of the Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, Shivraj Chouhan, President Rajapaksa 
visited sacred Sanchi on 21 September. 

On arrival, President Rajapaksa was received by the 
Governor of Madhya Pradesh Ramnaresh Yadav, Chief 
Minister Shivraj Chouhan, and other dignitaries of the 
Madhya Pradesh Government. The President visited 
the Sanchi Stupa Complex built by Emperor Asoka, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and paid homage to the 
Relics of the two main disciples of Gautama Buddha, 
Arhat Sariputta and Maha Moggallana, at the 
Chetiyagiri Vihara in Sanchi.

Thereafter, the President laid the foundation stone for 
the Sanchi University of Buddhist and Indic Studies 
together with the Prime Minister of Bhutan Jigme Yoser 
Thinley, the Governor and Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, Minister of Culture of Madhya Pradesh 
Laxmikant Sharma, and former Member of Parliament 
Prakash Ambedkar.

To mark this important occasion, President Rajapaksa 
planted in Sanchi, a sapling of the Sri Maha Bodhi in 
Anuradhapura.

Addressing a Public Meeting in Sanchi attended by 
approximately five-thousand people, to mark the 
occasion, President Rajapaksa remarked that his 
journey to Sanchi was undertaken as a pilgrim, in 
veneration of sacred Sanchi, and saluting and 
celebrating the glorious past of that great region.

Welcoming the President, Chief Minister Shivraj 
Chouhan said “Shri Mahinda Rajapaksaji’s name 
reminds me of another Mahendra. He was born 
centuries ago in the area that I represented in 
Parliament for many years. He was the son of Emperor 
Asoka the Great. Mahendra, accompanied by his sister 
Sanghamitra had gone to Sri Lanka from Vidisha, a 
town from here. Thus, Mahindaji, your arrival from that 
Land is like completion of a circle of history. One 
Mahendra had gone from here in the 3rd BC and the 
other Mahinda has come to us from Sri Lanka today.”

Visit of Hon'ble Jairam Ramesh, Minister of Rural Development and Drinking 
Water & Sanitation, Government of India, to Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka and the Chairman, Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Relations and Strategic Studies (LKIIRSS).  

During the visit, Hon’ble Minister Jairam 
Ramesh called on H.E. the President of Sri 
Lanka and had meetings with Hon'ble Prof. 
G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs and 
Hon'ble Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development.

Hon'ble Jairam Ramesh delivered the 
keynote address at a Joint Seminar on 
Poverty Alleviation organized by the 
Lakshman Kadi rgamar  Ins t i tu te  for 
International Relations and Strategic Studies 
(LKIIRSS), Colombo, and Research and 
In format ion  System for  Develop ing 
Countries (RIS), New Delhi, on 12 July 2012.

In his welcome address, Prof G.L.Peiris, 
Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs of Sri 

During the visit Hon’ble Minister called on H.E. the President of Sri Lanka

Hon’ble Jairam Ramesh, Minister of Rural Development and 
Drinking Water & Sanitation, Government of India, paid an official 
visit to Sri Lanka from 11-13 July 2012 on an invitation extended by 
Hon'ble Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, Government of 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  2012
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development and highlighted the important role being 
played by the Right to Information Act in ensuring 
transparency and good governance.

Hon'ble Minister Jairam Ramesh and Hon'ble Minister 
Prof. G.L. Peiris also witnessed the signing of an 
agreement between the Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, 
and the Lakshman Kadirgamar Inst i tute for 
International Relations and Strategic Studies 
(LKIIRSS) to promote academic cooperation in the 
areas of bilateral and regional economic cooperation 
and international economic and development issues.

 RIS, an autonomous think-tank under the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, specialises in 
policy research on international economic issues and 
development cooperation. LKIIRSS under the Ministry 
of External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka, is a multi-
disciplinary research forum dedicated to analysing Sri 
Lanka's strategic interests in the realm of international 
relations, within the contemporary domestic and 
global contexts. The MoU signed envisages 
strengthening of academic cooperation between the 
two institutes through collaborative research projects, 
c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m m e s ,  j o i n t 
conferences/seminars, exchange of research faculty, 

Lanka underlined the need for action towards poverty 
alleviation and drew an analogy between “Divi 
Neguma”  programme of Sri Lanka and the  Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MNREGA) of India which provides mandatory 100 
days of rural employment. He highlighted that the 
Seminar would assist in comparative assessment of 
strategies adopted by the two countries for poverty 
alleviation.

In his keynote address, Hon'ble Jairam Ramesh 
highlighted the lessons drawn from India’s efforts in 
pover ty  a l lev ia t ion  through major  f lagsh ip 
programmes and underlined the importance of 
sustained economic growth; criticality of participation 
of elected local institutions & women’s self help 
groups; infrastructure development namely rural roads 
and drinking water and sanitation and social security 
nets such as MNREGA as essential elements for the 
success of poverty alleviation programmes/policies. 
He also highlighted that MNREGA was the largest of 
its kind anywhere in the world with wage payments 
amounting to approximately 60 billion USD paid to the 
beneficiaries directly. He mentioned that 20 billion 
USD was being allocated in the current fiscal year for 
rural development in India. He also underlined the 
importance of a legal rights based approach to 

 During the visit Hon’ble Minister had meetings with Mr Basil Rajapaksa, Hon'ble Minister of  Economic Development and Prof. G.L. Peiris, 
Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs  
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Shri Jairam Ramesh delivering the keynote address at a Joint 
Seminar on Poverty Alleviation organized by the Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International Relations and Strategic 
Studies (LKIIRSS), Colombo, and Research and Information System 
for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, on 12 July 2012.

Shri Jairam Ramesh delivered an address titled “Changing Role of 
India in South Asia” at the Bandaranaike Institute for International 
Studies (BCIS) in a session chaired by Hon. Dr. Sarath Amunugama, 
Senior Minister for International Monetary Cooperation.



concessions to make relationships stronger and not 
insist on reciprocity. He advocated India’s desire that 
the whole region should grow with India and 
highlighted the need for a larger role for cross-
investments in the region. He also called for 
identification of niche areas where countries could 
have sub-regional or regional cooperation in sectors 
such as energy and water resource management. He 
cautioned that the successful management of 
economic relationships would require sensitivity to 
legitimate security interests of the parties involved.

He also visited Kelaniya Temple before flying back to 
India on 13th July 2012.

The visit was part of the regular high-level exchange of 
visits between India and Sri Lanka, and was held in a 
warm, cordial and friendly atmosphere, contributing to 
further widening and deepening the dynamic and 
multi-faceted relationship between India and Sri 
Lanka.

knowledge dissemination through joint publications 
and exchange of research publications.

 Hon'ble Minister Jairam Ramesh also delivered an 
address titled “Changing Role of India in South Asia” at 
the Bandaranaike Institute for International Studies 
(BCIS) in a session chaired by Hon. Dr. Sarath 
Amunugama, Senior Minister for International 
Monetary Cooperation. In this well received address, 
attended by intellectuals, politicians, students, 
defence personnel and members of the public, 
Hon'ble Jairam Ramesh highlighted the “look East 
policy” adopted by India in the late 90s and India’s 
increasing engagement with SAARC member states, 
ASEAN member states, Central Asian countries, East 
Asian countries & South-West Asian countries. 

Referring in particular to neighbouring countries, 
Hon’ble Minister highlighted that India being a large 
country in the region had decided to adopt unilateral 
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Visit of Hon’ble Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles of 
India to Sri Lanka from 2-5 August, 2012

Hon’ble Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Textiles of India visited Sri Lanka from 2-5 
August 2012 coinciding with the prestigious “India 
Show – Land of Limitless Opportunities”  organized by 
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in 
partnership with the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
from 3-5 August, 2012 at BMICH, Colombo. The ‘India 
Show’ was supported by the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, Government of India , High Commission 
of India and India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF). 
Hon. Minister was accompanied by a high-powered 
official and business delegation.

The ‘India Show’ was held in Colombo with the 
objective of promoting two-way flow of goods and 
services between Indian and Sri Lanka, providing a 
platform for Indian companies to showcase their 
strengths and capabilities, encouraging Indian 
investment in Sri Lanka as well as to provide 
opportunities to the Sri Lankan companies to build 
business partnerships with Indian companies.

The main features of the “India Show” were:

· A three day exhibition at BMICH, Colombo;

· Visit of Ministerial delegation;

· Visit of high level business delegation;

· Business Conference;

· One-to-one meetings;

· A Cultural Evening and a Gala Dinner.

Some of the key sectors represented at the exhibition 
were Infrastructure, Power, Mineral Fuels, Oil and 
Products, Electrical Machinery and Parts, Food 
products, Agro-processing, Mining Machinery, 

Railway Equipment, Rolling Stock , Paper, Paper 
Board and Paper Pulp, Handicrafts, Textiles and 
Garments, Information and Communications 
Technology and Financial Services.

Hon. Minister Anand Sharma  inaugurated “The India 
Show” on 3 August along with Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Economic Development, Hon. Rishad 
Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & Commerce and 
Hon. Sarath Amunugama, Senior Minister of 
International Monetary Cooperation. During the visit, 
Hon. Anand Sharma held bilateral meetings with a 
number of Sri Lankan dignitaries.

The “India Show” brought together over 105 
companies from India for the exhibition. Two high-level 
business delegations from the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) and the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) were part 
of the delegation led by the Hon’ble Minister of 
Commerce, Industry & Textiles.

The 12-member CEOs delegat ion from the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) was led by Mr. 
Rajive Kaul, Chairman, Nicco Corporation Ltd and 
included Mr. R. Seshasayee, Executive Vice 
Chairman, Ashok Leyland, Mr. Chandrajit Banerjee, 
Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry, Mr. 
T. T. Ashok, Managing Director, Taylor Rubber Private 
Ltd. , Mr. Suneel M Advani, Executive Vice Chairman, 
Blue Star Ltd., Mr. S Abhaya Kumar, Managing 
Director, Shasun Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Sir Ganesan 
Natarajan, Wholetime Director & President , Ennore 
Coke Ltd. and Mr. K Ramchand, Managing Director, 
IL&FS Transportation Networks Ltd.

The inaugural meeting of the ‘India-Sri Lanka CEOs 
Forum’ was also held in Colombo on 4 August, 2012. 
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reached approximately US$ 5 billion in FY 2011-12. Sri 
Lanka is India's largest trade partner in SAARC; India 
in turn is Sri Lanka's largest trade partner worldwide. 
Both countries have undertaken bilateral investments  
and Indian companies have established a strong 
investment footprint in Sri Lanka with cumulative FDI 
approvals of over $700 million since 2003. Services 
trade, educational exchanges, infrastructure projects, 
tourism, and other sectors of economic cooperation 
too have expanded significantly. A number of 
developmental partnership projects for rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and human development undertaken 
by the Government of India in Sri Lanka have the 
involvement of Indian companies.

The visit of Hon. Anand Sharma, Minister of 
Commerce, Industry & Textiles to Sri Lanka from 2-5 
August, 2012 in connection with the ‘India Show’, the 
launch of ‘India-Sri Lanka CEOs Forum’ significantly 
contributed to a closer economic relationship between 
India and Sri Lanka.

Mr. Sunil Bharti Mittal, Chairman & Managing Director, 
Bharti Airtel Ltd, will be leading the Indian delegation 
for the CEO’s Forum. The other members of the Indian 
delegation were Mr. Vinod Desari, Managing Director, 
Ashok Leyland; Mr. Arup Roy Choudhury Chairman, 
National Thermal Power Corporation Ltd.; Mr. Tulsi 
Tanti, Chairman & Managing Director, Suzlon Energy 
Ltd.; Mrs. Jyotsna Suri, Chairperson, The Lalit Suri 
Hospitality Group; Mr. Hari Bhartia, Co-Chairman & 
Managing Director, Jubilant Life Sciences; Mr. Atul 
Punj, Chairman, Punj Lloyd; Mr. Hemant G. Contractor, 
Managing Director (IB), State Bank of India; Mr. Venu 
Srinivasan, Chairman & Managing Director TVS Motor 
Company, Mr. Veervijay Singh, Chief Operating Officer 
and Mr. S. Dakwale, Managing Director, Lanka Indian 
Oil Corporation.

India and Sri Lanka enjoy a growing and vibrant trade 
and investment engagement in the overall context of 
warm and friendly relations between the two countries. 
Bilateral trade has expanded by a multiple of eight 
since the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was signed and 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  2012

12



Highlights of the Visit of Hon'ble Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Textiles of India to Sri Lanka from 2-5 August 2012

 “The India Show” was inaugurated by Hon'ble Anand Sharma and Sri Lankan Ministers  Hon'ble Basil Rajapaksa, 
Hon'ble Sarath Amunugama, Hon'ble Rishad Bathiudeen, Hon'ble AHM Fawzie, Hon'ble Douglas Devananda;

 “The India Show” with the participation of 108 Indian companies was the largest foreign trade fair organised in Sri Lanka 
in the recent years and was a huge success;

 Provided a platform for Indian companies to showcase their strengths and capabilities, encouraging Indian investment in 
Sri Lanka as well as to provide opportunities to the Sri Lankan companies to build business partnerships with Indian 
companies;

 India to assist Sri Lanka in setting up two Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for Engineering goods & Automobile 
components and Pharmaceuticals linking these to supply chains in India;

 India to assist in setting up of a skill training institute to train local Sri Lankan youth;

Joint Task Force with a mandate to provide a road map to enhance economic partnership & to finalise the modalities of 
setting of the two SEZs to submit its report within 90 days ;

Both governments and captains of industry endorsed the call to double India-Sri Lanka trade presently at USD $ 5 billion 
to  USD $ 10 billion by 2015;

India to also assist in the revival of loss-making textile companies in Sri Lanka;

Useful recommendations provided by the CEOs forum to further enhance economic engagement;

India to provide unilateral concessions to increase Sri Lankan exports to India and not insist on reciprocity

 Inauguration of 'The India Show' in Colombo

Hon’ble Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Textiles of India along with Hon’ble Basil 
Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development, 
Hon’ble Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & 
Commerce and Hon’ble Sarath Amunugama, Senior 
Minister for International Monetary Cooperation, 
Hon’ble A.H.M. Fawzie, Senior Minister for Urban 
Affairs and Hon’ble Mr. Douglas Devananda, Minister of 
Trad i t iona l  Indust r ies  and Smal l  Enterpr ise 
Development together inaugurated “The India Show - 
Land of Limitless Opportunities” at BMICH, Colombo on 
3 August 2012.

In his address, Hon’ble Minister Anand Sharma 
highlighted India’s abiding commitment to being a friend 
and a partner of Sri Lanka in meeting its aspirations of 
growth and development and announced the intention 
of both the governments to double bilateral trade by the 
year 2015. Hon’ble Minister, after his discussions with 
the Sri Lankan leadership, announced that India would 
be assisting Sri Lanka in the establishment of a Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ) for Engineering Goods and 
Automobile Components, which would be located near 
Trincomalee and would produce goods that would link 
up with production chains in India. The proposed 
Engineering and Automobile components hub would 
also have a Skill Training Institute, to train local youth 
and enhance their employability at the production units 
in this Special Economic Zone. In addition, Hon. Anand 
Sharma also announced that India and Sri Lanka will 
work together towards establishing a Pharmaceutical 

manufacturing hub in Sri Lanka, capitalizing on the vast 
strides made by the Indian Pharmaceutical industry in 
meeting the requirements of quality drugs worldwide at 
affordable prices. It was agreed to setup a Joint Task 
Force to make concrete recommendations in this 
regard. The Task Force will submit its report within 90 
days and would also work on the establishment of the 
two SEZs. The Indian members of the Joint Task Force 
have been shared with the Sri Lankan side.

Hon. Anand Sharma, highlighting the global trend of 
formation of regional trade blocks and bilateral 
Economic Agreements, unlined the need for economic 
integration within South Asia, which he said could be 
part of the larger Asian trade and economic 
architecture. He pointed out that India had recently 
overtaken Japan as the third largest economy in PPP 
terms. He called on Sri Lanka to utilize the expertise of 
Indian firms in area like infrastructure, pharmaceuticals, 
science and technology, information technology, 
vocational training, etc. and argued that institutional 
linkages would help tap the potential in these areas. He 
also assured that India did not seek reciprocity in the 
trade and economic relationship with Sri Lanka and 
would be happy to provide Sri Lanka preferential 
access to the large Indian market.

In his remarks, Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce of Sri Lanka, stated that the 
signing of India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement in 
1998 was a significant and historic milestone in the 
trade partnership with India. He underlined that synergy 
between Indian and Sri Lankan businesses was a 
competitive necessity. Citing facts and figures, he noted 
that India was one of the top 5 foreign investors in Sri 
Lanka. Indian investments in Sri Lanka, which were 
US$ 24 million in 2000, rose to US$ 600 million in 2011. 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  2012

13



Lanka’s strategic geographic location and the new 
infrastructural facilities coming up, would be attractive 
for Indian investors. He stressed that Sri Lanka was one 
of the possible high growth centers of the world. He 
argued that Sri Lanka, with its impressive record in 
health and hygiene, longevity, literacy in the region, 
would be ideal for entrepreneurs to invest. He called on 
Indian investors to take advantage of Sri Lanka’s 
‘Strategic Investments Law’ and suggested regular 
interactions with each other, to maximize the utilization 
of each other’s potentials and opportunities.

In his address to the CEO’s Forum on 4 August 2012, 
Hon. Anand Sharma said another task force would be 
set up on textiles to help revive loss-making textile 
companies in Sri Lanka. An Indian textile delegation will 
arrive in September 2012 to discuss various issues in 
this regard. A delegation of Pharma companies would 
be visiting Sri Lanka in August to discuss possibilities in 
the pharma sector. He also offered to sign a Customs 
Cooperation Agreement that would help work towards 
harmonizing customs procedures on both sides, to 
facilitate exports from Sri Lanka to India.

He invited Indian corporates to be part of the Sri Lankan 
growth story and to sustain the remarkable growth 
momentum of the last three years, in the future. He 
assured Indian investors that Sri Lanka would offer a 
safe and friendly environment for their investments.

Addressing the inaugural session, Dr. Sarath 
Amunugama, Senior Minister of International Monetary 
Cooperation, quoted H.E. the President of Sri Lanka as 
having characterized the unique relationship with India 
when he had stated: “We are friends of all countries of 
the world, but India is our relative”. He said ‘India Show’ 
was a special occasion because of the special 
relationship between the two countries. He pointed out 
that the end of armed conflict had served to unleash Sri 
Lanka’s growth potential. Today Sri Lanka had created a 
platform for peaceful and rapid growth which investors 
should capitalize upon. Sri Lanka was investing heavily 
in infrastructure, particularly in the North and East, 
which could not be brought into the growth process 
during the war. He called on Indian companies, which 
he said were some of the best in the world, should take 
up infrastructure works in Sri Lanka. He argued that Sri 

Hon. Minister Anand Sharma inaugurating the India Show along 
with Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development, 
Senior Minister Sarath Amunugama, Minister Rishad Bathiudeen, 
Senior Minister A H M Fawzie, Minister Douglas Devananda and 
High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha - at BMICH

Hon'ble Minister Anand Sharma inaugurating the India Show with 
Minister Rishad Bathiudeen and Minister Douglas Devananda - at 
BMICH

Hon. Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Textiles, 
India and Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development, 
Sri Lanka lighting the traditional lamp Breakfast interaction with Indian CEOs – at BMICH

Hon'ble Minister of Commerce and Industry and Textiles Shri Anand 
Sharma delivering the inaugural address at the inauguration of India 
Show exhibition at the BMICH

Cultural performance at the inauguration of India Shoiw 
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The High Commission of India and the Indian 
expatriate community in Sri Lanka celebrated the 66th 
Independence Day of India on Wednesday, 15th 
Au g u s t  a t  I n d i a  H o u s e  i n  C o l o m b o. H i g h 
Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha unfurled the National 
Flag, which was followed by rendering of the National 
Anthem by ladies from the High Commission and the 
Indian community.

66th Independence Day of India Celebrations in Sri Lanka

High Commissioner
H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 
unfurling the Tricolour
at India House, Colombo.

 The High Commissioner inspected the Guard of 
Honour presented by the BSF contingent and read out 
excerpts from the Address to the Nation on the eve of 
Independence Day by the President of India, Mr. 
Pranab Mukherjee.

The High Commissioner also conveyed his greetings 
on the occasion to the citizens of Sri Lanka and noted 
that India-Sri Lanka relations were growing rapidly and 
that the partnership must progress in the spirit of being 
the closest of neighbours and friends whose destinies 
are interlinked. In his address, he mentioned the key 
highlights of the bilateral relationship over the past 
one-year period. He referred to the exchange of high-
level visits in recent months, mentioning inter alia, the 
visits by the Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs 
Hon’ble SM Krishna in January this year, the All-Party 
Parliamentary delegation in April, the National 
Security Adviser in June and the Hon’ble Minister of 
Commerce, Industry and Textiles Hon’ble Anand 
Sharma earlier this month, during which the biggest 
exclusive Indian trade exhibition in recent years in Sri 
Lanka, ‘The India Show’, was inaugurated. He also 
noted that a number of important decisions were taken 
during the latter visit, especially on India’s involvement 
in the establishment of two special economic zones, 
one for  engineering goods and automobi le 
components and the other for pharmaceuticals. The 
intention of both the governments to double bilateral 
trade to USD 10 billion by 2015 was also announced, 
launching the report of the India-Sri Lanka CEOs’ 
Forum containing useful suggestions to take forward 
the economic partnership.

The High Commissioner highlighted that India’s 
developmental assistance projects, which are based 
on the priorities set by the Government and the people 
of Sri Lanka, have made impressive progress. Under 
the Small Development Project scheme, a number of 
projects have been successfully completed and many 
more included to our growing project portfolio in all 
parts of Sri Lanka. These projects straddle diverse 
sectors such as health, education, agriculture, fishing, 
small and medium enterprises development, 
community empowerment, art, craft and culture.

The High Commissioner noted that the pilot phase of 
the project for construction of 1000 houses has been 
completed. The next Phase of the Indian Housing 
Project for 43,000 housing units under the owner-
driven mode in the Northern and Eastern Provinces 
has been launched with the signing of Agreements on 
13 July 2012 awarding work to four Implementing 
Agencies. Given its scale and reach, the Housing 
Project is the flagship project of India’s development 
assistance to Sri Lanka and one of the largest grant 
assistance projects undertaken by the Government of 
India in any part of the world.
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over 20% of incoming tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka. The 
H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
announcement made by Hon’ble Minister of External 
Affairs of India in Galle in January 2012 of a nearly 
three-fold increase in scholarship support to 
deserving Sri Lankan students, through a grant 
assistance of Rs. 2.5 billion over the next three years, 
has already been operationalized.

The High Commissioner highlighted that India and Sri 
Lanka had partnered to commemorate the 2600th 
Anniversary of Enlightenment of Lord Buddha 
“Sambuddhatva Jayanthi”. A statue of Lord Buddha in 
the Sarnath style was installed at the International 
Buddhist Museum at Sri Dalada Maligawa, an 
International Buddhist Conference was organized at 
Kandy and a special Buddhist circuit train by Indian 
Railways called ‘Damba Diwa Vandana’ was launched 
from Chennai catering to Sri Lankan pilgrims. The High 
Commissioner also noted that an Exposition of the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics was being organized in Sri 
Lanka from 19 August to 4 September 2012, after a 
gap of 34 years and Hon’ble Kumari Selja, Minister of 
Culture, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, 
Government of India, would be bringing the Sacred 
Relics to Sri Lanka.

A brief cultural programme followed, which included 
patriotic songs and colourful and patriotic dance 
performances by the students of the Indian Cultural 
Centre. Its highlight was a small demo of Mohiniyattam 
by a troupe that was visiting Sri Lanka under the aegis 
of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The 
troupe, led by the renowned Mohiniyattam dancer, Dr. 
Kanak Rele, also performed in Colombo, Kandy and 
Hambantota. Subsequently, the High Commissioner 
and other officials of the High Commission paid their 
respects to the memory of fallen soldiers of the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in a solemn ceremony at 
the IPKF Memorial in Colombo.

High Commissioner Ashok Kantha 
laying a wreath at the IPKF Memorial

High Commissioner Ashok Kantha inspecting 
the BSF Guard of Honour — at India House

High Commissioner H.E. Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha at the saluting dais — at India House

A view of the gathering  —  at India HouseLadies from the High Commission  
rendering the National Anthem — at India House

The High Commissioner also expressed happiness 
that the railway reconstruction project in the South was 
completed ahead of schedule and was handed over to 
Sr i  Lanka Rai lways dur ing the v is i t  o f  our 
Parliamentary delegation in April 2012. The Railway 
reconstruction project in North, under Indian lines of 
credit, is also progressing smoothly and is expected to 
be completed by December 2013, well ahead of 
schedule. Wreck removal work was completed at the 
Kankesanthurai Harbour in a timely manner in January 
and an understanding has been reached for the 
dredging operations, which are expected to be 
completed by the end of the year. The Joint Venture 
Agreement for the 500 MW Sampur coal power plant 
has been signed and the remaining agreements are 
being concluded soon, so that work can start on the 
pro ject  and i ts  f i rs t  power-generat ion uni t 
commissioned by end-2016.

The High Commissioner emphasized that India’s 
economic growth represented an opportunity for Sri 
Lanka, which could take full advantage of its strategic 
location next to a market of a billion consumers and 
astride the major East-West maritime route to realize 
its ambition of developing a hub economy. Last year, 
India was Sri Lanka’s largest trading partner and is 
also one of the top foreign investors in Sri Lanka. India 
is also the source of the largest number of tourist 
arrivals into Sri Lanka. In 2011, bilateral trade surged 
by over 70% and touched US$ 5 billion. Investments 
from both sides too are reaching new highs. Indian 
companies brought in nearly $150 million in FDI in 
2011 and are poised for a quantum jump in 
investments in the next few years.

The High Commissioner underlined the importance of 
people-to-people, terming them the “bedrock of our 
relationship”. During 2011, about a quarter million Sri 
Lankans visited India for tourism, business and 
pilgrimage purposes. Likewise, Indians comprised 
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On the occasion of the 66th Independence Day of 
India, I extend my greetings and good wishes to my 
fellow citizens of India and to the people and the 
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka.

Earlier this year, we celebrated the 60th Anniversary of 
the first session of the Indian Parliament, which is a true 
embodiment of the Indian people, representing the 
diversity of the nation through its members. Over these 
years, the Parliament has adhered to its fundamental 
ethos of strengthening democracy and building India 
as a land of equal opportunity. Today, we celebrate the 
messages of democracy, pluralism, tolerance, open 
society and balance between individual rights and 
collective responsibilities that India offers to the world.

The India-Sri Lanka relationship is based on historical 
linkages, deep social, cultural and economic bonds 
and shared interests.  India has an abiding 
commitment to being a friend and a partner of Sri 
Lanka in meeting its aspirations of growth and 
development as its closest neighbour.

During the past year, the dynamic momentum of 
bilateral relations has progressed rapidly across the 
multiple dimensions of our engagement.  

High level visits

We had a number of high-level exchanges in recent 
months, including at the level of Cabinet Ministers and 
Parliamentarians.  

Minister for External Affairs Hon’ble SM Krishna had a 
successful visit to Sri Lanka in January this year. His 
dialogue with the Sri Lankan leadership added further 
content to bilateral relations. He traveled to Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi and Galle and handed over important 
projects completed with Indian assistance. He 
witnessed signing of several agreements, covering 
construction of 49,000 houses under an Indian grant, 
provision of additional concessional credit lines by the 
EXIM Bank of India and cooperation in agriculture and 
telecommunications. 

Our Minister of Commerce, Industry and Textiles 
Hon’ble Anand Sharma has just concluded a 
productive visit to Sri Lanka. During the visit, Hon’ble 
Minister,  along with Sri  Lankan dignitar ies, 
inaugurated our biggest trade exhibition in recent 
years in Sri Lanka, ‘The India Show’. A number of 
important decisions were taken, including on India’s 
involvement in the establishment of two special 
economic zones, one for engineering goods and 
au tomobi le  components  and  the  o ther  fo r 
pharmaceuticals.  The intention of both the 
governments to double bilateral trade to USD 10 billion 
by 2015 was announced.  The inaugural session of the 
India-Sri Lanka CEOs’ Forum on 4 August presented a 
report containing useful suggestions to take forward 
the economic par tnership.  The Commerce 
Secretaries of the two countries will soon resume 
discussions to address implementation issues 
pertaining to the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement and on a comprehensive framework for 
enhanced economic cooperation.

The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha of India, 
Hon’ble Sushma Swaraj led an all-party delegation of 
Parliamentarians to Sri Lanka in April. The visiting 
delegation had friendly and productive discussions 
with His Excellency the President and other leaders of 
S r i  L a n k a ,  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  S r i  L a n k a n 
Parliamentarians, visited different parts of the country 
and handed over key projects completed with Indian 
assistance. 

Our defence and security cooperation has continued 
to develop, with the Annual Defence Dialogue 
launched in January this year during the visit of the 
Defence Secretary of Sri Lanka to India. The National 
Security Adviser of India visited Sri Lanka in June.

These and other high-level visits in both directions 
have imparted fresh dynamism to bilateral relations. 

Message from High Commmissioner H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, 
thon the occasion of India’s 66  Independence Day
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Development projects

India’s developmental assistance projects, which are 
based on the priorities set by the Government and the 
people of Sri Lanka, have made impressive progress. 

The pilot phase of the project for construction of 1000 
houses has been completed.  The next Phase of the 
Indian Housing Project for 43,000 housing units under 
the owner-driven mode in the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces has been launched with the signing of 
Agreements on 13 July 2012 awarding work to four 
Implementing Agencies. Given its scale and reach, the 
Housing Project is the flagship project of India’s 
development assistance to Sri Lanka and one of the 
largest grant assistance projects undertaken by the 
Government of India in any part of the world.

We are happy that the railway reconstruction project in 
the South was completed ahead of schedule and was 
handed over to Sri Lanka Railways during the visit of 
our Parliamentary delegation in April 2012. The 
Railway reconstruction project in North, under Indian 
lines of credit, is also progressing smoothly and is 
expected to be completed by December 2013, well 
ahead of schedule.  

Wreck removal  work was completed at  the 
Kankesanthurai Harbour in a timely manner in January 
and an understanding has been reached for the 
dredging operations, which we hope to complete by 
the end of the year.   

The Joint Venture Agreement for the 500 MW Sampur 
coal power plant has been signed and it is hoped that 
the remaining agreements will be concluded soon so 
that the work can start on the project and its first unit 
commissioned by end-2016. 

Under our Small Development Project scheme, we 
have successfully completed a number of projects and 
included many more to our growing project portfolio in 
all parts of Sri Lanka. These projects straddle diverse 
sectors such as health, education, agriculture, fishing, 
small and medium enterprises development, 
community empowerment, art, craft and culture. 

Economic engagement

Against the backdrop of a deepening economic crisis 
in the developed world, India continues to be one of 
the engines of global growth.  India’s economic 
performance of 6.5 per cent growth last year - though 
slower than what we had hoped - must be regarded as 
commendable under the circumstances.  

India’s economic growth represents an opportunity for 
Sri Lanka, which can take full advantage of its strategic 
location next to a market of a billion consumers and 
astride the major East-West maritime route to realize 
its ambition of developing the country as a hub 
economy.   

Last year, India was Sri Lanka’s largest trading partner 
and is also one of the top foreign investors in Sri Lanka.   

India is also the source of the largest number of tourist 
arrivals into Sri Lanka.  In 2011, bilateral trade surged 
by over 70% and touched US$ 5 billion. Investments 
from both sides too are reaching new highs. Indian 
companies brought in nearly $150 million in FDI in 
2011 and are poised for a quantum jump in 
investments in the next few years.  

Cultural exchanges

People-to-people links are the bedrock of our 
relationship. During 2011, about a quarter million Sri 
Lankans visited India for tourism, business and 
pilgrimage purposes. Likewise, Indians comprised 
over 20% of incoming tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka. 

India and Sri Lanka partnered to commemorate the 
2600th Anniversary of Enlightenment of Lord Buddha 
“Sambuddhatva Jayanthi”. We established a statue of 
Lord Buddha in the Sarnath style at the International 
Buddhist Museum at Sri Dalada Maligawa, co-hosted 
an international Buddhist conference at Kandy and 
launched a special Buddhist circuit train by Indian 
Railways called ‘Damba Diwa Vandana’ from Chennai 
catering to Sri Lankan pilgrims.  

An Exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics is 
being organized in Sri Lanka from 19 August to 5 
September 2012, after a gap of 34 years.  Hon’ble 
Kumari Selja, Minister of Culture, Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation of the Government of India, is 
bringing the Sacred Relics to Sri Lanka.

The announcement made by our External Affairs 
Minister in Galle in January 2012 of a nearly three-fold 
increase in scholarship support to deserving Sri 
Lankan students, through a grant assistance of Rs. 2.5 
billion over the next three years, has already been 
operationalized. 

India believes that the end of the armed conflict 
presents an unparalleled opportunity to build a better 
future for all the people of Sri Lanka by channelizing 
their creative energies. There has been impressive 
progress towards the resettlement of the IDPs and 
reconstruction in war-ravaged areas; India has 
assisted in these endeavours. We have noted the 
many constructive recommendations contained in the 
report of the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission and look forward to the conclusion of the 
ongoing efforts to implement them. Expeditious 
implementation of these recommendations will mark a 
major step forward in the process of national 
reconciliation. India will continue to support moves 
towards an early political settlement of the ethnic issue 
and other initiatives to build a caring society which 
ensures a life of equality, justice, self-respect and 
dignity to all its citizens. 

I am happy to note that India-Sri Lanka relations are 
growing rapidly in a comprehensive manner.  Our 
partnership must progress in the spirit of being the 
closest of neighbours and friends whose destinies are 
interlinked.  We look forward to working towards this 
shared objective in the coming years.
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Independence Day celebrations at India House

Independence Day celebrations at  Consulates General of India

Dance performance by the students of the Indian Cultural Centre — at India House

High Commissioner Ashok Kantha addressing the 
gathering after the flag hoisting ceremony — at India 
House

A view of the gathering at India House lawns. A 
large number of people attended the morning 
function despite it being a working day. — at 
India House

Children who attended the 
function were thrilled to be 
there — at India House

Consul General Mr V Mahalingam 
unfurling the National Flag — in 
Jaffna

Consul General Mr V Mahalingam addressed the 
gathering and read out excerpts from the President of 
India's address to the nation on the eve of India's 66� 
Independence Day — in Jaffna

 Consul General Mr V Mahalingam unfurling the 
National Flag at Jaffna

Consul General Shri R.Ragunathan 
addressing the gathering. — in 
Hambantota

 Consul General Shri R. Ragunathan 
unfurling the National Flag — in 
Hambantota
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Dr. Kanak Rele, accompanied by the Nalanda troupe 
performed at the Lionel Wendt Auditorium, Colombo 
as part of the 66th Independence day celebrations of 
India. Hon. D.E.W Gunasekera, Minister for Human 
Recourses was the Chief Guest and H.E Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India presided over the 
function.

The Mohiniyattam performance started with an 
invocation to the elephant-headed deity revered by the 
Hindus, who banishes impediments and grants 
success to any undertaking.  It was followed by an 
enchanting rendering of portrayal of the four seasons 
summer, monsoon, autumn, and spring. The 
choreography of the item was done according to the  
traditionalmanner of the participation of birds and 
beasts who played a very significant part in human life.

The legendry Mohiniyattam dancer Dr. Kanak Rele, at 
her age of seventy five, performed a brilliant episode  
from the life of Lord Krishna based on a poem written 
by Mr. Sitakant Mahapatra. The composition was the 
dancer’s response to the sufferings of women and her    
hope for women’s freedom from exploitation. The 
N a l a n d a  t r o u p e  p e r f o r m e d  a n o t h e r  w e l l 
choreographed piece based on Geeta Govinda of Jaya 
Deva depicting the joy of being in love, before the 
interlude. 

The musical interlude, led by Mr. M.S. Geerisan, a 
gifted vocalist, could enthrall the audience with songs 

based on Carnatic ragas in the style of the traditional 
Kerala singing Sopana. Mr. Narayanan Namboodri 
accompanied Geerisan on Mridangam, Mr. P. 
Nandakumar on Edakka and Mr. S. Balasubramaniam 
on Violin.

Hambantota

The dance troupe led Dr. Kanak Rele performed at 
Hambantota  in  connect ion  wi th  the  Ind ian 
Independence day celebrations on 17 August, 2012. 
Mr. R.C.D Soysa, District Secretary of Hambantota 
was the Chief Guest. The event was held at the 
Singapore Hall, Hambantota and 320 people 
witnessed the performance. The Consulate General of 
India, Hambantota and Indian Cultural, Centre, 
Colombo made necessary arrangements for the 
troupe and for the performers.

Kandy

In Kandy the performance of Dr. Kanak Rele 
accompanied by the Nalanda troupe was held at Hindu 
Cultural Hall, Kandy on 19.8.2012. The two hours of 
performance was highly appreciated by the audience. 
There were around 250 people from Kandy and nearby 
towns who came to attend the programme. The 
performance was organized by AHCI, Kandy in 
association with GOPIO and the Indian Cultural 
Centre, Colombo.

 
Mohiniyattam performance by Dr Kanak Rele accompanied by Nalanda Troupe
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EXPOSITION OF THE SACRED 

KAPILAVASTU RELICS 
IN SRI LANKA

Enl igh tenment  by  Lord  Buddha  – 
Sambuddhatva Jayanti - with Sri Lanka, 
which, inter alia, include:

Organisation of an International Buddhist 

Conference in Kandy ;

Installation of a 16-foot high statue of Lord Buddha in 

the Sarnath style from Gupta period at the entrance of 

International Buddhist Museum in Sri Dalada 

Maligawa complex in Kandy;

Launch of a new Buddhist pilgrimage circuit train 

“Damba Diva Vandana” originating from Chennai and 

touching key Buddhist sites in the Northern India;

Organisation of dance-dramas, photographic 

exhibitions and screening of documentaries on 

Buddhism.

A Publication containing the proceedings of the 
International Buddhist Conference “Cultural Interface 
between India and Sri Lanka- Based on Buddhist 
History, Art, Literature and Philosophy”, which was 
inaugurated by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka on 20 
March 2011 in Kandy, was also released during the 
exposition of the Sacred Kapilvastu Relics. 

On the occasion of the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka, the Centre for 
Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS), Pali and 
Buddhist Studies Unit, University of Colombo in 
association with the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute 
for International Relations and Strategic Studies 
(LKIIRSS) organised a half- day Symposium on “Relic 
Worship: History, Archaeology and Religion” at 
LKIIRSS Auditorium on 20 August 2012.

The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more 
than 2500 years old and is built upon a legacy of 
intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic ties. Since 
Prince Arhat Mahinda's arrival in Anuradhapura in the 
3rd century BC which heralded the arrival of Buddhism 
in Sri Lanka, Buddhism continues to be one of the 
common threads that bind India and Sri Lanka 
together. The Exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu 
Relics in Sri Lanka reinforced the common cultural 
heritage shared between India and Sri Lanka and  
further strengthened the multi-faceted relationship 
that both countries share.

Photographs of the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics can be downloaded from the High 
Commission of India’s Facebook page :

www.facebook.com/hcicolombo

 

Hon’ble Minister of Culture, Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation, 
Government of India, brought the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics on 19 
August 2012 in a special Indian Air 
Force aircraft. The exposition of the 
Kapilavastu Relics took place in Sri 
Lanka from 19 August 2012 to 4 
September 2012.

President of Sri Lanka H.E. President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa received the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at the 
tarmac in a colourful ceremony at the 
Bandaranaike airport in Katunayake. 
A large number of Buddhist monks in 
a religious ceremony chanted the 
Pirith. The Sacred Relics were then taken in a 
procession to the first venue of exposition at the 
Manelwatta Maha Viharaya, Kelaniya. Earlier in the 
morning, a special religious ceremony was organized 
at the Delhi airport before the Sacred Relics left for Sri 
Lanka. It was attended by the Buddhist Monks, Senior 
officials from the Ministry of External Affairs and the 
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in India.

Hon’ble Minister Kumari Selja, accompanied by the 
High Commissioner of India and senior officials of the 
delegation, called on H.E. the President of Sri Lanka 
following the arrival of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics. 
H.E. the President of Sri Lanka thanked the Hon’ble 
Minister of Culture for bringing the Sacred Kapilavastu 
Relics to Sri Lanka.

It is for the second time since their discovery, that the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics have travelled to Sri Lanka 
from India’s National Museum situated in New Delhi.  
The first Exposition of the Sacred Relics in Sri Lanka 
was in 1978.  The exposition of the Sacred Relics in Sri 
Lanka has been organized at the request made by H.E. 
the President of Sri Lanka to H.E. the Prime Minister of 
India as this would provide an opportunity to the 
followers of Buddhism in Sri Lanka to pay homage to 
the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics.

The exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics is a 
grand finale to the joint activities undertaken by India 
and Sri  Lanka to commemorate the 2600th 
anniversary of the Enlightenment of Lord Buddha - 
Sambuddhatava Jayanthi.

India has taken a number of other initiatives to jointly 
celebrate the 2600th anniversary of the Attainment of 

Arrival of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka
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Arrival of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka

Hon'ble Minister of Culture Kumari Selja stepping out of the aircraft 
with the Sacred Relics at the airport in Katunayake

HE the President of Sri Lanka, receiving the Sacred Relics from 
Hon'ble Minister of Culture Kumari Selja at the airport in Katunayake

HE the President of Sri Lanka, Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture, 
High Commissioner Ashok Kantha and other Sri Lankan dignitaries 
paying respect to the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at the airport in 
Katunayake. 

HE the President of Sri Lanka, having received the Sacred Relics, in 
a procession at the airport in Katunayake

Members of the Maha Sangha chanting pirith at the airport on arrival 
of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari Selja and High 
Commissioner of India Ashok Kantha calling on H.E. the President of 
Sri Lanka at the airport in Katunayake on the occasion of the arrival 
of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka
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Inauguration of the exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at 
Manelwatta Viharaya, Kelaniya

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari Selja, Hon'ble Speaker of the Sri Lankan 
Parliament Chamal Rajapaksa, Hon'ble Sri Lankan Minister of Economic Development Basil 
Rajapaksa, Hon'ble Sri Lankan Minister of Foreign Affairs Prof G.L. Peiris, High 
Commissioner Ashok Kantha and other dignitaries awaiting the arrival of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics at  Manelwatta Mahaviiharaya, Kelaniya.

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari 
Selja paying respect to the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics 

Sri Lankan Secretary of Defence Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa paying respect to the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics

Dancers preceding the arrival of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics at the venue of the 
exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics

Dignitaries at the inauguration of the  Exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics
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Sacred Relics at Pelmadulla

The second venue of the expostion of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics was the Rajamaha Viharaya, 
Pelmadulla in the Ratnapura District of Sabargamuwa 
Province. The exposition at this venue took place on 

22&23 August 2012 which gave an opportunity to a 
large number of devotees (estimated at over 220,000) 
in and around Pelmadulla to venerate the Sacred 
Relics.

Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Anuradhapura

The Sacred Kapilavastu Relics were brought to the 
Jayanthi Viharaya, Anuradhapura, the third venue of 
the ongoing exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu 
Relics in Sri Lanka, on 24 August 2012 from the 
previous venue (Pelmadulla) by helicopter. The 
Sacred Relics were on display round the clock at the 
Jayanthi Viharaya, Anuradhapura from 24 to 26 August 
2012. 

Wel l  befo re  the  s ta r t  o f  the  expos i t ion  a t 
Anuradhapura, a large number of people gathered to 
pay respect to the Sacred Relics and it was estimated 
that around 75,000 were waiting at the start of the 
exposition. Due to inclement weather at the previous 
venue, the transportation of the relics was delayed by 
about 5 hours which delayed the start of the exposition 
at Anuradhapura. This did not deter the devotees who 
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waited patiently in the extremely hot and humid 
weather that prevailed at Anuradhapura. Some 
devotees had come to the venue the day before and 
had spent the night outside the venue exposed to the 
elements.

On arrival at Anuradhapura, the relics were brought 
from the helipad to the venue of the exposition in a 

colourful procession. The procession was led by flag 
bearers, drummers and dancers. All along the way, 
lotus petals were strewn to welcome the Sacred 
Relics. The venue of the exposition – Jayanthi Viharaya 
– was decorated with flags and hoardings. The city of 
Anuradhapura wore a festive look with hoardings and 
buntings all around the streets.

Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Kantale Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Gampola

The Sacred Kapilavastu Relics on display at Agrabodhi Viharaya, 
Kantalai, the fourth venue of the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics at Sri Lanka. 

The Sacred Kapilavastu Relics on display at Naranvita Temple, 
Gampola , the fifth venue of the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics at Sri Lanka. 
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devotees were able to pay their respects. At some 
times, the queues extended upto 10 kms...

The exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics was 
held at the sixth venue at Wariyapola on 31 August and 
1 September 2012. It was estimated that over 400,000 

A large number of devotees paid homage to the Sacred Relics at Matara Kotikagoda Rajamaha Vihiraya, seventh 
venue of the exposition
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Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Wariyapola

Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Matara
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Commisisoner of India paid homage to the Sacred 
Relics at the Gangaramaya Temple. Number of 
Ministers, Members of Parliament, senior officials 
were also present at the ocassion.

Exposition of the Sacred Kapillavastu Relics was 
inaugurated this morning at the Gangaramaya Temple, 
Colombo. Mahasangha, H.E. President of Sri Lanka, 
Hon'ble Leader of Opposition and H.E. High 
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Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Tissamaharama Viharaya

Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Gangaramaya Temple

Sacred Kapilavastu Relics at Kelaniya Raja Mahaviharaya
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Sacred Kapilavastu Relics return to India
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Hon’ble Governor of the concerned Province, the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Hon’ble Members of 
Parliament from that region and Senior Government 
Officials were present to receive the Sacred Relics. 

People had assembled at all venues in an orderly 
manner a full day before the inauguration of the 
exposition and spent the night outside the venue 
braving the elements. Sri Lankan authorities had made 
extensive arrangements at all the venues including the 
provision of water, food and first aid. At some places 
like Wariyapola, the queue of devotees extended upto 
15 kilometres. 

The Exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri 
Lanka reinforced the common cultural heritage shared 
between India and Sri Lanka and further strengthened 
the multi-faceted relationship that the two countries 
share.

T h e  S a c r e d 
Kapi lavastu  Rel ics 
brought to Sri Lanka by 
Hon’ble Kumari Selja, 
Minister of Culture, on 
19 August 2012 were 
taken back to India on 
1 2  S e p t e m b e r 
afternoon after the 
successful conclusion 
of the exposition at ten 
venues in Sri Lanka. 
The Kapilavastu Relics 
had arrived in a special 
a i r c r a f t  o f  t h e 
Government of India 

and left for India in a special aircraft organized by the 
Government of Sri Lanka. 

Mahanayakas, members of the Mahasangha, Hon’ble 
Minister of Culture and Arts of Sri Lanka and a number 
of Senior Officials accompanied the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics on their return journey to India on a 
special Sri Lankan Airlines flight.

In a ceremony at the Colombo International Airport, 
hundreds of Buddhist monks chanted pirith before the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics left Sri Lanka for India. 

The exposition of Sacred Relics, sent to Sri Lanka after 
a gap of 34 years, was originally planned at seven 
venues and scheduled to conclude on 5 September, 
2012. However, this was extended by one week at the 
special request of the Government of Sri Lanka and 
three additional venues were added. 

During the 25 days of exposition at ten venues, more 
than three million Sri Lankans (nearly 15 percent of the 
total population of Sri Lanka) paid homage to the 
Sacred Relics. The exposition was organized at: 
Kapilawasthu Hall, Manel Watta Maha Viharaya, 
Kelaniya (19-21 August 2012); Rajamaha Viharaya, 
Pelmadulla (22-23 August 2012); Jayanthi Viharaya, 
Anuradhapura (24-26 August 2012); Agrabodhi 
Viharaya, Kantale (27-28 August 2012); Naranvita 
Temple, Gampola (29-30 August 2012); Sri 
Sumangala Pirivena, Wariyapola (31 August & 1 
September 2012); Matara Bodhiya, Matara (2-4 
September 2012); Tissamaharama Viharaya, 
T i s s a m a h a r a m a  ( 5 - 7  S e p t e m b e r,  2 0 1 2 ) ; 
Gangaramaya Viharaya (8-10 September 2012); and 
Kelaniya Rajamaha Viharaya (11 September 2012). 

H.E. the President along with Hon. Leader of 
Opposition and H.E. High Commissioner of India had 
received the Relics at Gangaramaya Temple on their 
arrival from Tissamaharamaya. At each venue, the 
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(PSSL). With the support of High Commission of India, 
Mr. Weerakone undertook an eight-day journey in 
December 2011 on the Mahaparinirvana train – a 
special train run by the Indian Railways starting from 
New Delhi covering various Buddhist pilgrimage sites 
in India. The photographs display an excellent 
combination of natural beauty and human devotion 
and capture the emotions involved, through “Sri 
Lankan eyes”. The exhibition was a display of popular 
Buddhist sites revered and visited by a large number of 
Sri Lankan pilgrims to pay homage to Lord Buddha.

The exhibition was on display at the JDA Perera 
Gallery, 46 Horton Place, Colombo-07 from 11-12 
August  2012.

As a prelude to the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka, a photographic 
exhibition titled “India Through Sri Lankan Eyes- 
Buddhist Circuit” was organized by the High 
Commission of India in partnership with the 
Photographic Society of Sri Lanka (PSSL). The 
exhibition was inaugurated by Hon. Prof. Tissa 
Vitarana, Senior Minister of Scientific Affairs, 
Government of Sri Lanka in presence of H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India on 10th August, 
2012 at the J.D.A. Perera Gallery.

"India through Sri Lankan Eyes" exhibition has been 
curated by Mr. Mithra Weerakone, Immediate Past 
President of the Photographic Society of Sri Lanka 

Inauguration of a Photographic Exhibition titled "India Through Sri Lankan 
Eyes - The Buddhist Circuit”
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Selja, Hon'ble Sri Lankan Minister of External Affairs 
Prof G.L.Peiris and High Commissioner of India H.E. 
Mr. Ashok K. Kantha were the Guests of Honour. 

On this occasion, a publication titled "Journey of the 
Holy Tree" - a compilation of the papers presented at 
the International Buddhist Conference held in March 
2011 at Kandy which was inaugurated by H.E. the 
President of Sri Lanka, was released.

On the occasion of the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka, a Symposium on 
"Relic Worship: History, Archaeology and Religion" 
was organised by the Centre for Contemporary Indian 
Studies(CCIS), Pali & Buddhist Studies Unit, 
University of Colombo and the Lakshman Kadirgamar 
Institute for International Strategic Studies (LKIIRSS)  
on 20 August 2012. 

Visiting Indian Minister of Culture Hon'ble Kumari 

Symposium on Relic Workship

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari Selja, 
Hon'ble Sri Lankan Minister of External Affairs Prof 
G.L.Peiris and High Commissioner Ashok Kantha at 
the inauguration of the Symposium on Relic Worship

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari 
Selja speaking at the inauguration of the 
Symposium on Relic Worship

Audience and participants of the 
Symposium

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture 
Kumari Selja lighting the traditional 
lamp at the inauguration of the 
Symposium on Relic Worship

Hon'ble Indian Minister of Culture Kumari Selja and Hon'ble 
Sri Lankan Minister of External Affairs Prof G.L.Peiris 
releasing a publication titled "Journey of the Holy Tree" 
containing papers presented at the International Buddhist 
Conference held in March 2011 at Kandy which was 
inaugurated by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka. 

The publication was launched at the 
inauguration of the Symposium on 
Relic Worship: History, Archaeology 
and Religion held at the Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Strategic Studies (LKIIRSS), Colombo 
on 20 August 2012
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In his message, H.E. the Prime Minister of India Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, while expressing his happiness at 
the publication being brought out on the auspicious 
occasion of the second exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka said “Since Prince 
Arhat Mahinda’s travel from India to Anuradhapura in 
the 3rd Century BC, which heralded the arrival of 
Buddhism in Sri Lanka, Buddhism continues to be one 
of the common threads binding India and Sri Lanka 
together. The spread of Buddhism from the land of its 
birth to Sri Lanka and other parts of world was not on 
the strength of the sword but due to its compelling 
philosophy of universal love, compassion and non-
violence. That message of tolerance, brotherhood and 
mutual understanding remains as relevant today as it 
was in the past. The exposition will reinforce the 
common cultural heritage shared between India and 
Sri Lanka and will strengthen the multi-faceted 
relationship between our countries.

The organisation of the International Buddhist 
Conference on 20-21 March 2011 at Kandy was the 
first and foremost among a number of initiatives taken 
by the Government of India to jointly commemorate 
the 2600th Sambuddhatva Jayanti (Anniversary of the 
Enlightenment of Lord Buddha) with the Government 
of Sri Lanka. The International Buddhist Conference, 
organized by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, 
was inaugurated on 20 March 2011 at the Sri Lanka 
International Buddhist Academy (SIBA) by H.E. 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka. The 
Ministry of External Affairs and the Ministry of 
Buddhasasana and Religious Affairs of Sri Lanka, 
together with the Sri Lanka International Buddhist 
Academy and the University of Peradeniya, were the 
Partner Institutes for the Conference.

The inauguration of the Conference at Kandy was also 
graced by the presence of Hon’ble D.M. Jayaratne, 
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, Prof. G. L. Peiris, Hon’ble 
Minister of External Affairs, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, 
High Commissioner of India and Mr. Suresh K. Goel, 
Director General, Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR). The Governor of the Central Province, a 
number of senior Cabinet Ministers, the Attorney 
General of Sri Lanka, Deputy Ministers, Members of 
Parliament, Provincial Ministers, Members of the 
Central Provincial Council and senior officials of the 
Government of Sri Lanka also attended the 
inauguration ceremony.

The exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri 
Lanka was the grand finale of the series of joint 
activities undertaken by India and Sri Lanka to 
commemorate the 2600th anniversary of the 
Enlightenment of Lord Buddha - Sambuddhatva 
Jayanti.

On the occasion of arrival of Sacred Kapilavastu 
Relics in Sri Lanka for an exposition, a Publication 
entitled “The Journey of the Holy Tree” was released 
jointly by the Hon’ble Kumari Selja, Minister of Culture, 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation of India and 
Hon’ble Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs of 
Sri Lanka at a Symposium on “Relic Worship: History, 
Archaeology and Religion”. The event was held at the 
Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Relat ions and Strategic Studies (LKIIRSS) 
Auditorium, Colombo on 20th August 2012. The 
publication contains papers presented by scholars 
from Cambodia, Indonesia, India, Nepal, Myanmar, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam at the International 
Buddhist Conference “Cultural Interface between 
India and Sri Lanka based on Buddhist History, Art, 
Literature and Philosophy”, held at Kandy in March 
2011.

His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka and His 
Excellency the Prime Minister of India have sent 
congratulatory messages for this publication. In his 
message, H.E. the President of Sri Lanka, while 
thanking and expressing his immense gratitude to 
H.E. the Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and the 
Government of India for the ongoing exposition of the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics, said “from the time of the 
arrival here of Arahat Mahinda, son of the Emperor 
Ashoka, more than 2300 years ago with the great 
message of Buddhism, relations between our two 
countries have flourished, based on this common 
heritage, with its emphasis on tolerance, compassion 
and understanding. The Publication is another 
milestone in bringing together current thinking on the 
universal values and philosophy propounded by the 
Buddha. It further underscores the cultural interaction 
between India and Sri Lanka in a vast range of social, 
religious, intellectual and cultural activities. It is a rich 
thread of interaction woven in the mosaic of good 
relations between our two countries that have lasted 
the test of time”. H.E. the President of Sri Lanka also 
commended the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
and other partner institutes for organizing this timely 
conference.

 "Journey of the Holy Tree" - Cultural Interface Between India and Sri Lanka
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President of sri Lanka’s message for "Journey of the Holy Tree"
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Prime Minister of India’s message for "Journey of the Holy Tree"
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Hon’ble Minister also thanked the Government of Sri 
Lanka for its full support to the project and highlighted 
that the next phase of the Housing Project for 43,000 
housing units under the owner-driven model in the 
Northern and Eastern Provinces had been launched 
recently with the signing of Agreements awarding work 
to four implementing Agencies.

During Hon’ble Minister Kumari Selja’s meeting with 
Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic 
Development, Government of Sri Lanka on 21 August, 
2012, Hon’ble Minister Basil Rajapaksa thanked 
Hon’ble Minister Kumari Selja for leading the 
delegation that brought the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics 
of Lord Budda from India and said that the exposition of 
Sacred Relics in Sri Lanka signified the long standing 
and close relationship between the two countries.

Hon. Minister Basil Rajapaksa also termed India's 
contribution towards resettlement and reconstruction 
programmes in the conflict affected Northern and 
Eastern Provinces as a vital factor and appreciated 
Government of India for extending its fullest 
cooperation at each stage of the process of 
rehabilitation, resettlement and reconstruction work 
immediately after the end of the conflict. He singled out 
the Indian Housing project as a major initiative of 
Government of India in assisting the resettlement of the 
IDPs.

Hon’ble Minister Kumari Selja expressed satisfaction 
wi th  the  progress  in  the  rehabi l i ta t ion  and 
reconstruction projects being implemented with the 
Indian assistance and thanked Government of Sri 
Lanka for its full support to these projects. Hon’ble 
Minister emphasized that the completion of the first 
phase of the 1000 houses under the pilot phase of the 
Indian Housing project would go a long way in 
accelerating the process of resettlement and 
rehabilitation of IDPs in the Northern Province of Sri 
Lanka.

Hon’ble Kumari Selja, Minister of Culture, Housing and 
Poverty Alleviation, Government of India, who brought 
the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics on 19 August 2012 to Sri 
Lanka, paid a visit to Mannar on 20 August, 2012. 
Hon’ble Minister was accompanied by H.E. Ashok K 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Ravindra Singh, Additional Secretary, Ministry of 
Culture and Dr. Gautam Sengupta, Director General, 
Archaeological Survey of India.

During her visit to Mannar, Hon’ble Minister handed 
over 53 houses constructed under the pilot phase of the 
Indian Housing Project to the beneficiaries at 
Ganeshapuram near Velankulam, Manthai West. The 
handing over of houses to the beneficiaries marked the 
culmination of the process of gifting of the houses under 
the pilot phase of the project for construction of 1000 
houses which was completed in July 2012. Hon’ble 
Minister was accorded a traditional welcome and 
unveiled a plaque. In a brief ceremony, Hon’ble Minister 
symbolically handed over the certificate of ownership to 
the beneficiaries.

Speaking on the occasion, Hon’ble Minister highlighted 
that the pilot phase of the project was part of an overall 
commitment of 50,000 houses announced by H.E. the 
Prime Minister of India during the State Visit of H.E. the 
President of Sri Lanka in June 2010 and given the scale 
and reach, the Indian housing project is the flagship 
project of India’s development assistance to Sri Lanka 
and also one of the largest Grant assistance projects 
undertaken by the Government of India in any part of 
world. Hon’ble Minister also highlighted that the 
Housing Project also complemented the numerous 
initiatives India has already taken to support the 
immediate humanitarian needs and requirements of 
IDPs and is part of the long-term reconstruction and 
development programmes for IDPs in Sri Lanka.

Visit of Hon’ble Kumari Selja, Minister of Culture, Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation to an Indian Pilot Phase Housing Project site in the 
Northern Province

Hon'ble Minister Kumari Selja unveiled the 
plaque formally marking the completion of 
the pilot phase of the Indian Housing 
Project

Hon'ble Minister Kumari Selja, Hon. Minister Douglas 
Devananda, Hon. Minister Rishad Bathiudeen, H.E. High 
Commissioner of India, DG(ASI) and CG, Jaffna at the 
launch of the Thiruktheeswaram Temple Restoration 
Project.

Hon'ble Minister Kumari Selja 
handing over formal 
documents of a house to a 
beneficiary.
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and the temple was testimony to probably the most 
difficult period in the history of Sri Lanka as it was closed 
for 12 years during the armed conflict and re-opened in 
2002. She thanked the Government of Sri Lanka for its 
full support to restoration Project and emphasized that 
the restoration project will bring the temple back to its 
ancient glory, once again rendering it a mirror-image of 
the famous Shiva Temple in Thanjavur.

The Project was taken up in pursuance of the Joint 
Declaration issued during the State Visit of H.E. the 
President of Sri Lanka to India in June 2010. The Joint 
Declaration had welcomed the proposal for the 
restoration of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple with the 
assistance of the Archaeological Survey of India and 
the Col lege of  Arch i tecture  and Sculpture, 
Mamal lapuram in  Ind ia . A  Memorandum of 
Understanding was subsequently signed between the 
High Commission of India and the Thiruketheeswaram 
Temple Restoration Society (TTRS) laying down the 
modalities for the restoration work which is worth LKR 
326 million to be undertaken under the grant assistance 
programme of the Government of India.

Hon’ble Indian Minister for Culture, Housing and 
Poverty Alleviation, Kumari Selja, who had brought the 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics to Sri Lanka, visited Mannar 
on August 20, 2012 and launched the Project for 
Restoration of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple in the 
presence of Hon’ble Douglas Devananda, Minister of 
Tradi t ional  Industr ies  and Smal l  Enterpr ise 
Development, Hon’ble Rishad Bathiyutheen, Minister 
of Industry and Commerce and High Commissioner of 
India Ashok K. Kantha. Consul General of India at 
Jaffna Shri V Mahalingam, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple, members 
of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration Society 
(TTRS) were also present on the occasion.

In a ceremony to mark the launch of the Restoration 
Project of the Temple, Hon’ble Minister Kumari Selja 
unveiled a plaque at the sanctum sanctorum and 
planted a ‘Vilvam’ tree inside the temple premises.

Speaking at the launch of the Project, Hon’ble Minister 
Kumari Selja highlighted that India and Sri Lanka are 
the closest of neighbours, with the edifice of the 
relationship built upon a legacy of intellectual, cultural, 
religious and linguistic interactions over a period of 
2500 years. Hon’ble Minister underlined that the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s  m a t u r e d  a n d  d i ve r s i f i e d , 
encompassing all areas of contemporary relevance 
over time. 

Hon’ble Minister highlighted that her journey to Sri 
Lanka with the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics for an 
exposition in Sri Lanka was very special and India’s 
cultural and religious ties with Sri Lanka extended to all 
communities of Sri Lanka and referred to special bonds 
that exist between the people of the Northern Province 
and those of southern India. She emphasized that the 
legendary Thiruketheeswaram Temple, one of the five 
sacred Ishwarams dedicated to Lord Shiva, is 
venerated by Shaivites throughout the sub-continent 

Launch of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration Project

One of the most important Hindu festivals in Colombo is the Adi Vel Festival which 
has a unique history going back to 1874. 

The route of the Adi Vel (chariot or rath) procession of the deities from the 
Sammangodu Sri Kathirvelayutha Swamy Temple (dedicated to Lord Murugan) 
in Pettah to the Sri Manickavinayagar temple in Bambalapitiya passes in front of 
the High Commission of India on Galle Road, Colombo. 

Traditionally, the procession briefly stops in 
front of the High Commission, to enable 
members of the High Commission to pay 
their respects. 

This year's procession took place today (30 
July 2012) and as in the past, members of 
the High Commiss ion led by High 
Commissioner and Mrs Kantha paid their 
respects to the deities. 

Adi Vel procession of Sammangodu Sri Kathirvelayutha Swamy
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She stressed the need for greater parliamentary 
exchanges between the two countries. She also 
expressed happiness that the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka had attracted an 
overwhelming public response. H.E. President 
Rajapaksa thanked the Government of India for 
agreeing to extend the period of exposition of the 
Kapilavastu Relics by a week and conveyed that over 
3.5 million Sri Lankans had paid their respects to the 
Relics. 

The two leaders also discussed the political situation 
in Sri Lanka, the developmental activities being 
undertaken by the Government, and enhancing 
bilateral cooperation in the areas of trade, education 
and tourism, including establ ishing greater 
connectivity with the various States of India.

Mrs. Meira Kumar, the Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, 
the Lower House of the Parliament of India, called on 
H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka on 13 
September 2012  at Temple Trees. 

The Hon’ble Speaker was accompanied by Prof. P.J. 
Kurien, Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha, H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India, and Mr. T.K. 
Viswanathan, Secretary General, Lok Sabha. 

The Meeting was held in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere and the Hon’ble Speaker conveyed her 
appreciation for the arrangements made by Sri Lankan 
officials for hosting the 58th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference and thanked the President 
for the warm hospitality accorded to the delegations.

Bilateral meetings of the Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha in Colombo - September 13, 2012

Mrs. Meira Kumar, the Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, the Lower House of the 
Parliament of India, calling on H.E. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, President 
of Sri Lanka

from 54 countries. Speaker and current CPA Chairman 
Chamal Rajapaksa told the media this was the biggest 
event to be held in Sri Lanka since the end of terrorism 
and gave an opportunity for the country to showcase 
first hand, the progress made, to global policy makers. 

Meetings of the Coordinating Committee and small 
branches were held on 8 September 2012.

The 58th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference 
was officially inaugurated by 
P r e s i d e n t  M a h i n d a 
Rajapaksa on 9 September 
2 0 1 2 . T h e  C o n fe re n c e  
brought together over 850 
Parliamentarians and staff 

thInauguration of 58  Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference

Hon’ble Speaker meeting Prof. G.L.Peiris, the Hon’ble 
Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka
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In the sessions held at the Conference,  ‘The impact of 
the informal economy on economic diversification in 
small states’, ‘Strategies to increase women’s 
representation in Parliaments in small states’ and 
‘’Measuring progress and well-being beyond GDP in 
small states’ were discussed. 

A cultural show featuring Sri Lanka’s traditional dances 
and songs native to various parts of the island was held 
at the Nelum Pokuna Mahinda Rajapaksa Theatre  for 
the delegates. Artistes from various parts of Sri Lanka 
performed traditional dances and songs.

A dinner was hosted by Speaker Rajapaksa for over 
1,200 invitees, delegates, 225 members of the Sri 
Lankan Parliament and dignitaries representing the 
country in various spheres.

Hon’ble Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Mrs Meira Kumar 
participated in the workshop entitled “Engaging 
Political Parties to Improve Gender responsive 
Governance” on 12 September 2012

The various sessions of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference continued till September 
14, 2012.
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thArrival of Indian Delegation for 58  CPC (In Pics)

Reception at India House in honour of Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha (In Pics)
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FLIGHT TO GLORY
In April, India’s space and missile scientists 

made the nation proud with the twin launches 

of the all-weather Radar Imaging Satellite 

(Risat-1) and the 5,000-km range Agni-V 

ballistic missile. N.C. Bipindra chronicles the 

story behind these successes

April 2012 will go down in India’s history as a milestone 
month when the nation’s scientific community touched 
the skies with glory, literally. It was in this month that 
India’s space and missile scientists made the nation 
proud with the twin successful launches of its all-
weather Radar Imaging Satellite (Risat-1), that can be 
put to both civilian and military use, and the 5,000-km 
long-range Agni-V ballistic missile that can reach targets 
deep inside China’s northern parts and the whole of 
Pakistan. Come, be part of the Indian space Odyssey 
mission:

RISAT-1

The indigenously made Risat-1 was launched from the 
spaceport of Shriharikotain Andhra Pradesh, some 80 
km from Chennai, on April 26. This one act propelled 
India into a select group of nations like the U.S., Canada, 
and some European countries having such technology. 
The rocket that put the 1,858-kg Risat-1in orbit is the 
44.5-metre tall and 321-tonneheavy Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle C19(PSLV-C19) that had a one-way 
ticket to soar into the skies.Risat-1 is the heaviest 
luggage so far ferried by a PSLV since 1993, delivering it 
into a polar circular orbit at a 480-km altitude.“PSLV-C19 
mission is a grand success. This is the 20th successive 
successful flight of PSLV. India’s first radar imaging 
satellite was injected precisely into orbit,” Indian Space 
Research Organizat ion  ( ISRO) chai rman K. 
Radhakrishnan said after the launch. “It is a 30-year 
effort,” he added. Remote-sensing satellites send back 
pictures and other data. India has the largest 
constellation of remote-sensing satellites in the world, 

providing imagery in a variety of spatial resolutions, 
from more than a metre ranging up to 500 metres, and is 
a major player in vending such data globally. With 11 
remote sensing/earth observation satellites orbiting in 
space, India is a world leader in the remote sensing 
data market. The 11 satellites are TES, Resourcesat-1, 
Cartosat-1, 2, 2A and 2B, IMS-1, Risat-2, Oceansat-2, 
Resourcesat-2 and Megha-Tropiques. Risat-1’s 
synthetic aperture radar (SAR) can acquire data in C-
band and would orbit the earth 14 times a day. In 2009, 
ISRO had launched 300-kgRisat-2 with an Israeli-built 
SAR enablingearth observation in all-weather, day and 
night conditions. With the launch, the PSLV rocket has 
successfully put in orbit53 satellites out of 54 it carried 
— mostly remote sensing/earth observation satellites 
both Indian and foreign — and has been a major 
revenue earner for ISRO. Its sole failure happened in 
1993, when a satellite was not able to attain orbit. The 

Agni-V being launched from 
Wheeler Island off the Odisha 
coast.

ISRO Chairman Dr. K. Radhakrishnan (left) and his team 
showing high-quality images acquired from RISAT-1 to Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in New Delhi.
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rocket that delivered Risat-1 into space is ISRO’s four-
stage PSLV’s upgraded variant called PSLV-XL. The 
letters XL stand for extra large as the six strap-on motors 
hugging the rocket at the bottom can carry 12 tonnes of 
solid fuel as against the base version that has a fuel 
capacity of nine tonnes. The PSLV’s four stages are 
fuelled with solid and liquid propellants. The first and 
third stages are fuelled by solid fuel, while the second 
and fourth stages are powered by liquid fuel. ISRO had 
used the PSLV-XL variant for its Chandrayaan-1moon 
mission in 2008 and for launching the GSAT-12 
communications satellite in2011.

AGNI-V

With the Agni-V launch from Wheeler Island off the 
Odisha coast on April 19,India emerged as a major 
missile powerhouse of the world, having developed this 
long-range missile capable of carrying a one-tonne 
warhead, almost entirely indigenously over the last four 
years.With the development, India also stormed into an 
elite, exclusive club of nations comprising the U.S., 
Russia, China, France and Britain — all U.N. 
SecurityCouncil permanent members — that have this 
capability. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh hailed the 
successful test as “another milestone “in the country’s 
“quest for security, preparedness and to explore the 
frontiers of science”.“The three-stage Agni-V missile’s 
e n t i re  p e r fo r m a n c e  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
demonstrated. All mission objectives and operational 
targets have been met,” Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) chief V.K. Saraswat 
said. “India is today a nation with proven capability to 
design, develop and produce a long-range ballistic 
missile. India is a missile power now,” an exultant 
Saraswat said.“It was a fantastic launch. It hit the target 
with high accuracy,” S.P. Dash, the director of the test 
range, added. Reaction came in swiftly from China as 
well, where Foreign Ministry spokesperson Liu Weimin 
downplayed the tests, saying:“China and India are both 
big emerging countries, we are not rivals but 
cooperation partners.”During the test, the 17.5-metre-
long, 50-tonne Agni-V reached an altitude of 600 km and 
attained a velocity of 7,000 metres per second, which 
enabled the missile to achieve its intended target range. 
The missile system can be transported by road or rail. 
Agni-V’s range is 500-km short of anICBM, for which the 
world standard is5,500-km range. China’s Dongfeng-
31AICBM has a range of 11,500 km and can easily hit 
targets across entire Asia and as far as Europe. 
Following the test, Agni-V will go through more tests 

before it is inducted in to the armed forces by the end of 
2014 or early2015. India maintains a ‘no-first-strike’ 
nuclear doctrine. Agni-V and the 3,500-kmrangeAgni-
IV missile, successfully tested in November 2011, 
provide the country’s strategic forces “a second strike” 
capability against a nuclear attack from enemies. 

THE SPACE ODYSSEY 

From the days of having a church as control room, the 
bishop’s house as office, a bicycle as ferry, naked eyes 
to track the smoke plume at Thumba in Kerala, and 
converting a toilet into a satellite data receiving centre 
in Bangalore, the Indian space odyssey has come a 
long way to launching lunar probes, working on a Mars 
mission and ferrying foreign satellites into orbit. “During 
those days, infrastructure was not available. We utilised 
whatever was available. In Bangalore, we converted a 
toilet into a data receiving centre for our first satellite 
Aryabhatta,” mused U.R. Rao, former chairman of 
ISRO. Today, India is reckoned as a serious emerging 
player in the global satellite launch and manufacturing 
industry and the market leader in vending images sent 
by its remote sensing/earth observation satellites. 
Ferrying 27 foreign satellites till date, ISRO, in August 
2012, would carry an 800kg French satellite (the 
heaviest foreign payload to be carried by an Indian 
rocket), signalling the increased confidence in the 
space agency’s PSLV rocket. The space agency has 
also jointly built two heavy satellites — the 3,453 kg 
W2M and the 2,541 kg Hylas — for the French agency 
EADS Astrium. On its own, India uses its satellites for 
c iv i l ian (ear th  obser vat ion/remote sensing, 
communication, meteorology) and defence purposes. 
Recently, the government told Parliament that 
communication satellites for Navy and Air Force would 
be launched within a two-year timeframe. The high 
point in India’s space odyssey was its moon mission in 
2008 when it launched Chandrayaan-1. Chandrayaan-
2, a joint lunar exploration mission with the Russian 
Federal Space Agency, is slated for launch in 2014. But 
the achievements that ISRO started notching up in 
rocket and satellite launches since 1990s were due to 
the trials and tribulations that its founding fathers 
underwent while laying the building blocks. Though 
ISRO has been flying sounding rockets (experimental 
rockets) from Thumba since 1963, its efforts to launch a 
rocket with a heavier payload actually started with 
Satellite Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3) in 1980.However, by 
that time, ISRO had already built and launched two 
satellites —the 358 kg Aryabhatta and the 444 
kgBhaskara-1.“Starting from the scratch was the 
challenge before us while we began the Aryabhatta 
project. A majority of the team members were new to 
this field. The time given was just two-and-half-years so 
that it could be flown in a Russian rocket. Building clean 
room, thermo vacuum room and other facilities were all 
new,” recalled Rao. After Bhaskara-1, the Indian space 
agency built the APPLE communication satellite that 
laid the ground for the INSAT series satellites 
possessing multiple capabilities— telecom, television, 
meteorological and imaging. “Building the four-in-one 
satellite was a challenge. While we designed the INSAT-
1A satellite, it was made by Ford Aerospace and was 
launched by an American rocket. The satellite had a 
short life,” said Pramod Kale, the first project director for 

DRDO chief V.K. Saraswat (second from right) with his team 
celebrating the successful launch of Agni-V.
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INSAT. However, success started smiling at ISRO from 
INSAT-1B onwards which, according to Rao, ushered in 
the communication revolution in India. There was no 
looking back for the space agency on the satellite side. 
From one-tonne satellites, the INSAT series started 
growing in weight to become three-tonners and ISRO 
later started making satellites for others. Scientists at 
the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in 
Thiruvananthapuram during those times were, 
however, toiling to get their rocket right, as the SLV and 
Augmented SLV (ASLV) missions gave mixed 
results.“The two ASLV failures were the real test beds 
for perfecting the PSLV rocket. Issues like rocket 
tumbling, monitoring of rocket’s main forces, detailed 
profiling of wind and other issues were done,” said S.C. 
Gupta, former director of VSSC. The third ASLV with 
Stretched Rohini Satellite Series (SROSS) turned out to 
be successful but the result of the first PSLV flight in 
1993 was negative, owing to a software error which was 
later sorted out. Since then, it has been a steady march 
ahead for ISRO as far as the PSLV rocket is concerned. 
The space agency has now three PSLV variants. “As 
technology was not available, we developed our own 
navigational systems,” Gupta said. But the serious issue 
before ISRO is perfecting the technology for its heavier 
rocket – the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV) – so that heavy communication satellites can be 
launched and the rocket used for launching heavier, 
third-party payloads.“The challenge before ISRO is to 
get its own cryogenic engine that would power the final 
stages of the GSLV rocket perfectly. Otherwise, the 
rocket has the same reliability as the PSLV,” said B.N. 

Suresh, former director, VSSC. The one GSLV rocket 
fitted with an indigenous cryogenic engine failed during 
a flight. The failure of a second GSLV rocket in 2010 
forced ISRO to apply the brakes on GSLV — to take a 
detailed look at its heavy-rocket programme. According 
to ISRO Chairman K. Radhakrishnan, the space agency 
is in the process of getting its cryogenic engine ready to 
power the GSLV sometime during September/October 
2012.Meanwhile, ISRO, that is also developing an 
upgraded GSLV variant called GSLV Mark-III, plans to 
fly the rocket without the cryogenic engine during 2012-
13.

THE MISSILE TRAJECTORY 

India’s journey in missile technologies has been one 
roller-coaster ride, punctuated with efforts at isolating 
the countr y f rom obtaining cr i t ical  dual-use 
technologies for conducting its only two nuclear tests in 
1974and 1998.Effectively, India’s entry into missile 
development to provide it a credible second strike 
option and deterrent to any nuclear adventure that its 
adversaries in the neighbourhood could attempt 
happened only in1983 when Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was 
roped in to pioneer the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme(IGMDP). The IGMDP was 
successfully concluded in 2007. But it’s first step was 
the 150-km-range, single-stage, liquid-propelled, 
surface-to-surface Prithvi missile’s test in February 
1988. The single-stage, solid-fuel 700-900-km range 
Agni-I test quickly followed in May 1989. The Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR) did slow down the 
Indian missile programme but did not cripple it in any 
way. India continued its march and here we have Agni-V, 
with all its three stages powered by solid propellants, as 
a “game changer” for India. The march was ably aided 
by DRDO’s“ consortium approach” that roped in many 
of its own laboratories to work on specific technologies, 
private industries that produced components through 
technology transfers and universities that collaborated 
on projects to infuse new thinking. The success story 
continues.

A panoramic view of fully-integrated 44.5-metretall and 
321-tonne heavy PSLV-C19.

From the days when bicycles and bullock-carts worked as ferries to 
carry rocket parts, the Indian space odyssey has come a long way.
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she sees no paradox in a woman working on Agni-V. 
Associated with all Agni-series missiles, Tessy Thomas 
led the Agni-IV

team as project director for vehicles and mission and 
was project director (mission) for Agni-V.  “There is no 
gender discrimi- nation in science because science 
does not know who is working for it. When I reach there 
for work, I am no more a woman. I am only a scientist,” 
says Thomas.

She was in class VIII when her father,an accountant, 
suffered a paralytic stroke and remained confined to 
the house till his death. “My father was good at 
mathemat- ics and was a very knowledgeable person. 
My mother is a qualified teacher but she never went to 

any school for teaching. She put in all her effort in 
teaching her chil- dren, the six of us — five girls and a 
boy.” While her siblings became engineers, managers 
and bank officers, Thomas rose to dizzy heights as a 
defence scientist. “From my school days, I wanted to do 
engineering for reasons I don’t know. I com- pleted my 
engineering and took an M.Tech in guided missiles,” 
said Thomas.

Among scientists, the father of India’s missile 
programme A.P.J. Abdul Kalam is her inspiration. 
“When I joined in 1988,Dr. Abdul Kalam was a director 
of DRDL (Defence Research and Development 
Laboratory) and was the one who directed me to join 
inertial navigation group.”

VALARMATHI’S JOURNEY

Satellite scientist N. Valarmathi, 52, was herself on 
cloud nine when her baby, the Risat-1, started its 
ascent to the skies. “It was a nice feeling. I felt great,” 
Valarmathi, project director for the Risat-1 project, said.

Hailing from Tamil Nadu’s Ariyalur dis- trict where she 
had her schooling, Valar- mathi is the first woman to 
head a remote sensing satellite project. Holding a Mas- 
ter’s degree in engineering from Anna Uni- versity, 
Valarmathi joined ISRO Satellite Centre in Bengaluru in 
1984. Valarmathi has worked on satellite projects like 
Insat 2A, IRS IC, IRS ID, TES and finally Risat. 

Wife of  a banker, G. Vasudevan, and mother of two, 
Valarmathi got involved in the Risat-1 project in 2002 
and worked in capacities like deputy project director 
and associate project director before she got elevated 
as the project director.

— Pravasi Bharatiya , April 2012

Women behind the rockets

India announces greater market access for Sri Lanka in Garment Sector

Tessy Thomas
 Project Director (Mission) Agni-V 

Age: 49
Employer organisation: DRDO

Working since: 1988
Family: Husband in the Indian 

Navy;
son named Tejas

Passionate about: Cooking

N. Valarmathi
Project director for Risat-1

Age: 52
Employer organisation: ISRO

Working since: 1984
Family: Husband, a banker;

a daughter and a son
Passionate about: Nature, 

books

45

BILATERAL BEAT

During the visit of Hon. Anand Sharma, Minister of 
Commerce, Industry & Textiles, Government of India, 
to Sri Lanka in August 2012, the Government of Sri 
Lanka had raised the issue of relaxation in the TRQ 
condition for fabric sourcing for 5 million pieces of 

Ready Made Garments (RMG) export to 
India and collaboration in Textiles sector 
for revival of the textiles industry in Sri 
Lanka. Hon. Anand Sharma had 
promised to give favorable consideration 
to both the requests. 

Following up on the commitment made by 
Hon. Anand Sharma, a high-level 
delegation led by Mrs. Kiran Dhingra, 
S e c r e t a r y,  M i n i s t r y  o f  Tex t i l e s , 
Government of India, visited Sri Lanka 
from 18-21 September, 2012. The twelve-
member delegation, comprising officials 

from the Ministry of Textiles, apparel exporters, 
spinners, fabric exporters and home texti les 
manufacturers, held further discussions to enhance 
bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the 
textiles sector at Government, institutional and 
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business-to-business levels. 

During the visit, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, 
Government of India made two very significant 
announcements, which will provide greater market 
access to Sri Lanka in Indian domestic market in textile 
and apparel sector. 

The Government of India has accepted the Sri Lankan 
request for relaxation in the requirement of fabric 
sourcing for 5 million pieces of RMG export to India and 
necessary approval processes are underway for 
providing exemption to this condition. In a few weeks 
time, the notification in this regard is expected to be 
issued. Once the notification by the Government of 
India is issued, Sri Lanka will be able to export 8 million 
pieces of readymade garments to India at zero duty 
under India- Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA). 

Under the existing arrangement under ISFTA, India has 
granted two sets of apparel quotas at zero duty to Sri 
Lanka: 3 million pieces without fabric sourcing 
requirements from India and another 5 million pieces 
per year, which should be only made of Indian fabrics. 
Sri Lanka was able to utilize the 3 million quota fully in 
the last few years, but was utilizing only 10-15% of the 
quota for the 5 million pieces. 

Further SAFTA duty concessions have been notified on 

September 6, 2012. Under the revised SAFTA duty 
regime notified by India for non-LDC countries, Sri 
Lankan textiles exports would attract a duty of 5% as 
against the earlier 11%. This will also facilitate greater 
Sri Lankan exports of readymade garments to India. 

These decisions of the Government of India, to provide 
duty free access of 8 million pieces and reduction of 
duty under SAFTA framework, have been welcomed 
both by the Government of Sri Lanka and Sri Lankan 
industry represented by the Joint Apparel Association 
Forum (JAAF), as part of the steps taken by India to 
increase the export capacity of Sri Lanka and reducing 
the bilateral trade deficit. It may be recalled that India 
has also offered to collaborate with Sri Lanka in setting 
up a pharma cluster, a textile cluster and a Special 
Economic Zone in manufacturing by encouraging 
Indian investors. 

India has an abiding vision of a prosperous South Asia, 
in which all countries of the region grow together. This 
implies, on India's part, providing preferential and 
asymmetrical access to its markets, without 
demanding reciprocal concessions. The FTA, signed 
between Ind ia  and  Sr i  Lanka  in  1998 and 
operationalized in 2000, was the harbinger of this 
approach based on asymmetrical obligations.

September 22, 2012 - Colombo

India enhances engagement with Sri Lanka in Textile Sector

During the visit of Hon. Anand Sharma, Minister of 
Commerce, Industry & Textiles, Government of India, to 
Sri Lanka in August 2012, the Government of Sri Lanka 
had raised the issue of relaxation in the TRQ condition 
for fabric sourcing for 5 million pieces of Ready Made 
Garments (RMG) export to India and collaboration in 
Textiles sector for revival of the textiles industry in Sri 
Lanka. Hon. Anand Sharma had promised to give 
favorable consideration to both the requests.

Following up on the commitment made by Hon. Anand 
Sharma, a high-level delegation led by Mrs. Kiran 
Dhingra, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India, visited Sri Lanka from 18-21 September, 2012. 
The twelve-member delegation, comprising officials 
from the Ministry of Textiles, apparel exporters, 
spinners, fabric exporters and home texti les 
manufacturers, held further discussions to enhance 

bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the 
textiles sector at Government, institutional and 
business-to-business levels. The official members of 
the delegation included Mr. V.Srinivas, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Textiles, Mrs. Sunaina Tomar, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Textiles and Mr. J. P.Dutt, Under 
Secretary, Ministry of Textiles. Industry representatives 
included Mr. Amit Ruparelia, Chairman, Textile Export 
Promotion Council (Texprocil), Mr. Sudhir Sekri, 
Chairman, Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC), 
M r. B h a ra t  C h a j j e r,  C h a i r m a n ,  Powe r l o o m 
Development Export Promotion Council (PDEXCIL), 
Mr. Sidharth Rajagopal, Executive Director, Texprocil, 
Mr. Viredra Uppal, Executive Committee member 
AEPC, Mr. Lalit Gulati, Executive Committee member 
of AEPC, Mr. V. S. Velayutham, Managing Director, Sri 
Gomathy Mills Pvt. Ltd and Mr. Rajiv Dayal, MD, 
Mafatlal Denim Ltd.
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During the visit of the Indian Textile delegation, wide-
ranging discussions were held with Hon. Basil 
Rajapakasa, Minister of Economic Development, Hon. 
Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry and 
Commerce and Mr. Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce. The Joint Apparel 
Association Forum (JAAF) of Sri Lanka organized a 
half-day interaction with the participation of industry 
and official representatives. The Indian delegation also 
had discussion with officials of Board of Investment, 
Export Development Board and Sri Lanka Institute of 
Textile and Apparel (SLITA).

The Indian side during discussions with the Sri Lankan 
authorities, outlined the possible modalities of 
collaboration envisaged by India in Textiles sector with 
Sri Lanka. Both sides agreed to constitute a Joint 
Working Group would be to look into the issues of (a) 
restructuring/ revival of textiles industry; (b) trade 
relat ions; (c)  ski l l  development; (d)  fashion 
technologies; (e) cluster development; (f) processing 
sector technologies. It was agreed that a Memorandum 
of Understanding could be entered into between both 
the countries outlining the cooperation envisaged.

Both sides agreed the need to strengthen trade 
relations and the best way forward is enhanced 
participation in textiles shows. The Indian side invited 

the Sri Lankan Apparel exporters to participate in 
India’s largest Reverse Buyer Seller Meet - Tex Trends 
India 2013 and also in the next edition of the India 
Garment Show. It was also decided that India’s leading 
export promotion councils will organize a fabric 
sourcing show in Colombo in December 2012. The 
modalities of such a show will be worked out in the 
coming months. It is expected that the reduction in 
Indian import duties would enable creation of effective 
supply chains between India and Sri Lanka. During the 
industry interaction organized by JAAF, it was 
highlighted that Sri Lankan and Indian competitiveness 
in global markets can be enhanced by creation of 
viable, functional supply chains and green field 
investments enhancing areas of mutual strength.

It was decided to develop a joint action plan for 
formulating skill development initiatives in the apparel 
sector under the framework of the proposed MoU. The 
two sides also agreed to cooperate in the area of 
fashion technology through exchange of visits and joint 
workshops. India made a proposal to set up an India-Sri 
Lanka textiles cluster in Sri Lanka. Both sides also 
agreed to work together in the area of environmental 
challenges posed by textile units. 

September 22, 2012 - Colombo

Commissioner traced the evolution of India’s 
development assistance to Sri Lanka from the period 
prior to the end of armed conflict to the present and 
India’s ongoing developmental projects in different 
sectors such as transport infrastructure, housing, 
industry, health, education, culture, etc.  He welcomed 
the scholars who have come from India to partake in 
the proceedings of the Conference by sharing their 
knowledge and expertise in capacity-building in 
various disciplines.  India-Sri Lanka Foundation, 

H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India 
was on a three-day visit to Northern Province from 20-
22 July 2012 and participated in various events held in 
Jaffna on 20th July 2012.   

High Commissioner attended the Plenary inaugural 
session of the Jaffna University International Research 
Conference (JUICE 2012) on ‘Capacity Development 
in a Post War Context’ which was organized by the 
Univers i ty  of  Jaf fna.  In  h is  address,  High 

Visit of High Commissioner to the Northern Province
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established by a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the governments of India and Sri Lanka in 
1998 in order to foster India - Sri Lanka relations 
through the enhancement of economic, scientific, 
technical and cultural cooperation and to promote 
greater understanding between the people of the two 
countries, is one of the Platinum Sponsors of JUICE-
2012.  

Hon. Basil  Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic 
Development and the High Commissioner of India 
jointly inaugurated the Palmyrah Research Institute in 
Kaithady, Jaffna.  The Government of India has 
provided vehicles for the Institute and has supplied 
laboratory equipment to the tune of LKR 70 million. The 
project will help to revive the Palmyrah industry in 
Jaffna District with over 3.5 million Palmyrah trees.  
India’s assistance will help in expansion of research at 
the Institute, thereby improving the production and 
productivity in the Northern and Eastern Province and 
benefiting around sixty thousand families whose 
livelihood depends on Palmyrah either directly or 
indirectly.  The Institute will also help the Palmyrah 
farmers and handicraftsmen to improve the quality of 

their produce and provide market access thereby 
generating better returns to the farmers and 
handicraftsmen.  The project will also generate self-
employment opportunities in the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces.  

The High Commissioner along with the Minister of 
Economic Development also inspected the land 
earmarked for the Handicrafts Village in Kaithady, 
Jaffna.  The Handicrafts village, when operational, will 
have 21 stalls and will generate   1000 man days of 
employment directly and indirectly.  It will provide a 
platform to bring together the handicraftsmen and 
potential buyers which would result in better market 
access to handicrafts products, generating income 
opportunities for the artisans and help the local 
population in livelihood generation through utilization of 
locally available resources, especially the by-products 
of coconut and Palmyrah for production of handicrafts. 

Later, High Commissioner held meetings with the 
Council for Peace and Goodwill and Members of 
Parliament from TNA.  During his visit to the Northern 
Province, High Commissioner also visited Nainativu, 
Delft Island, Keerimalai and Maviddapuram temples.
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Government of India had supplied high valued critical 
medical equipment for the Jaffna Teaching Hospital in 
January 2011 and to the District Hospitals at 
Kilinochchi and Mullaiteevu in January 2012 at a cost 
SLR 230 million.  India is also constructing a 150-bed 
base hospital at Dickoya in the Central Province at a 
cost of SLR 1.2 billion which will be fully functional by 
April 2013.  The Government of India has also 
announced a gift of a ‘Bhabatron’ Telecobalt 
Radiotherapy Machine to the Government of Sri 
Lanka, which is to be installed at the General Hospital 
in Hambantota.  

India has been supporting projects for rehabilitation, 
resettlement and well-being of displaced persons in 
the Northern Province in the areas of shelter (through 
donation of roofing sheets & cement bags and 
reconstruction & repair of houses under the Indian 
Housing Project for 50,000 houses), health-care 
(providing emergency medical relief, organizing 
artificial limbs refitment camps and equipping 
hospitals), livelihood generation (provision of fishing 
equipment, tractors, bicycles, trishaws, agricultural 
equipment and seeds), education (repairs of 79 
schools, distribution of  computers & printers to 
schools, establishing nenashalas, supply of buses to 
educational institutions and setting up of vocational 
training centres) and infrastructure development 
(restoration of Northern Railway lines, rehabilitation of 
Palaly Airport and KKS Harbour)

India to undertake Construction of a 200-bed Ward 
Complex at District Hospital, Vavuniya through grant 
assistance of SLR 200 million

As part of its development partnership with Sri Lanka 
and in response to requirements projected by the 
Government of Sri Lanka, the Government of India is 
undertaking a project to construct a 200-bed ward 
complex at District Hospital, Vavuniya. A contract 
agreement in this connection was entered into by the 
High  Commiss ion  o f  Ind ia  w i th  M/s  Wahid 
Constructions today.  The Project will be implemented 
under full grant assistance of the Government of India 
amounting to SLR 200  million.

The Project for construction of a ward complex at 
District Hospital, Vavuniya, was submitted by the 
Ministry of Health & Indigenous Medicine through the 
Department of External Resources in February 2012.  
The Project envisages construction of a four-storey 
ward complex to improve the existing infrastructure of 
the Hospital to meet the growing demand for better 
treatment facilities. The Project will be implemented in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Health, Government of 
Sri Lanka, and the Ministry of Indigenous Medicine, 
Northern Province, and is expected to be completed by 
February 2014.  The construction of the 200-bed ward 
complex at Vavuniya will cater to the medical care 
needs of in-patients admitted to the Hospital from 
Vavuniya and adjoining districts. 

India has been providing assistance on priority to 
improve the Health sector in Sri Lanka.  The 

India to undertake Construction of a 200-bed Ward Complex at District 
Hospital, Vavuniya through grant assistance of LKR 200 million
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Second phase of Indian Housing Project gets underway

The second phase of the Indian Housing Project for 
construction and repair of 43,000 Housing Units in 
Northern and Eastern Provinces was launched on the 
ground on 2 October 2012 jointly by Hon’ble Basil 
Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development and 
H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India in 
the presence of Hon'ble Minister Rishad Bathiudeen 
through events organised at Periyamadhu, Mallavi and 
Eluthumadduval in Mannar, Mullaithivu and Jaffna 
distr icts respectively. Hon'ble Minister Wimal 
Weerawansa also graced the function at Periyamadhu 
and Hon'ble Minister Douglas Devananda graced the 
event at Eluthumadduval. 

In his remarks at the events, Minister Basil Rajapaksa 
expressed his deep appreciation for the assistance 
provided by the Government of India towards 
rehabilitation and resettlement of IDPs and for 
reconstruction and development of Northern Province. 
He highlighted how the Housing Project was indicative 
of the phased, timely and sequenced manner of India’s 
development assistance to Sri Lanka which has been 

based on requirements on the ground. Minister 
Rajapaksa also pointed out that among donor-funded 
humanitarian assistance projects in Sri Lanka, the 
Indian Housing Project  was unmatched and 
unprecedented in its scale, reach and impact. He 
appreciated that the Project was being implemented 
under an owner-driven model of construction where 
beneficiaries own and manage the reconstruction of 
their homes.

 Hon'ble Ministers Rishad Bathiudeen, Wimal 
Weerawansa and Douglas Devananda also thanked the 
Government of India for the assistance in the 
resettlement and rehabilitation of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka especially through the 
Indian Housing Project.

 In his remarks, High Commissioner said that the launch 
of the second phase was a special occasion because 2 
October is also the birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi and it was far more meaningful to celebrate it by 
launching the second phase of the Indian Housing 
Project which will touch the lives of thousands of people 
in Sri Lanka. High Commissioner emphasised that the 
pilot phase of construction of 1,000 houses was 
completed successfully in July this year.

 High Commissioner Kantha said that approximately 
1,500 beneficiaries have been selected to receive 
assistance under this Project in the first lot and that 
funds have already transferred for the first instalment of 
LKR 100,000 into the bank accounts of beneficiaries 
and construction work on the ground would begin soon. 
He added that in consulation with the Government of Sri 
Lanka and the Implementing Agencies, the target of 
constructing 9,000 houses by August 2013 has been 
increased to 10,000 houses. High Commissioner also 
assured that the target of completion of all the 50,000 
houses to be constructed under Indian assistance 
would be completed within three years and Government 
of India has already set aside the requisite funds for this 
purpose.  High Commissioner highlighted that this was 
no ordinary project, this was a labour of love.

 High Commissioner also underlined the importance 
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50,000 Indian Housing Project to be 
completed within three years

Pilot phase of 1,000 houses successfully 
completed in July 2012

Second phase of 43,000 houses under “owner 
driven model” launched on 2 October 2012 
(Mahatma Gandhi Jayanthi – International Day 
of Non-Violence)

10,000 houses under second phase to be 
constructed by August 2013

Third phase for construction of remaining 
6000 houses to commence before the end of 
this year.

The entire Project is under full grant 
assistance of the Government of India with a 
outlay of USD 270 million.

Indian Housing Project
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selected through a transparent and norm-based 
process on the basis of clearly defined and objective 
criteria. These beneficiaries will undertake the 
construction/repair of their houses with necessary 
technical assistance and support provided by the 
Implementing Agencies.

 The entire Project is under full grant assistance of the 
Government of India with a total outlay of LKR 30.6 
billion (INR 1,372 crore or approx. US $ 270 million) 
making it one of the largest grant assistance projects 
implemented by the Government outside India. The 
construction of 43,000 houses for resettlement and 
rehabilitation of IDPs in Northern and Eastern 
Provinces is part of Government of India’s overall 
commitment to build 50,000 houses announced by 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh during the State 
visit of the President Mahinda Rajapaksa to India in 
June 2010. The Project essentially aims to facilitate 
early resettlement of persons who have been displaced 
as a result of the armed conflict, to help them rebuild 
their homes and contribute to their livelihoods as well as 
to promote return of normalcy in the area.

 In order to ensure early operationalisation of this 
commitment, a Pilot Project involving construction of 
1,000 houses was launched in April 2011 and 
successfully completed in July 2012. Under this 
project, 250 houses in Kilinochchi, 250 houses in 
Mullaiteevu, 175 houses in Vavuniya, 175 houses in 
Mannar and 150 houses in Jaffna have been 

attached by the Governement of Sri Lanka to this 
Project which was reflected by the presence of many 
Hon'ble Ministers at these events and appreciated the 
full support and cooperation extended by the 
Government of Sri Lanka and the Implementing 
Agencies.

 High Commissioner also highlighted that all Indian 
assisted Projects in Sri Lanka were progressing in a 
smooth manner and that some have been completed 
well ahead of schedule.

 The second phase of the Project adopts an owner-
driven methodology, under which owner-beneficiaries 
are involved in the process of construction. A cash grant 
of LKR 550,000 (approx. INR 230,000) is being 
provided for construction of a new house in instalments 
linked to progress in construction. A cash grant of up to 
LKR 250,000 (approx. INR 104,000) will be provided for 
repair of a housing units based on actual assessment of 
damage.

 To facilitate the construction of houses under this 
phase, the Government of India had earlier, through a 
compet i t ive process,  se lected four  reputed 
Implementing Agencies, viz., UN-Habitat, International 
Federation of Red Cross in partnership with Sri Lanka 
Red Cross, National Housing Development Agency of 
Sri Lanka and Habitat for Humanity. These agencies 
have experience in implementing similar projects in Sri 
Lanka. Beneficiaries under the Project are being 
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constructed under the agency-driven model on land 
provided by the Government of Sri Lanka.

 The third phase of the Housing project is expected to 
commence before the end of this year. In this phase, 
about 2,000 houses will be directly built by construction 
agencies for people from most vulnerable sections of 
IDPs in the Northern and Eastern provinces who are 
unable to build their own houses and 4,000 houses for 
Indian-origin workers in tea estates in the Central and 
Uva Provinces. The process of selection of executing 
agencies for construction of 4,000 houses is presently 
underway.

 The Indian Housing Project is being carried out in close 
consultation with and cooperation of the Government of 
Sri Lanka. A Memorandum of Understanding was 
earlier signed on 17 January 2012 between the two 
governments covering various aspects of project 
implementation.

 Photographs of the launch of the second phase of the 
Indian Housing Project can be downloaded from the 
H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n ’s  Fa c e b o o k  p a g e  h e re  : 
http://goo.gl/81wEu

Over 30 Indian Pharma Companies participate in the "AROGYA 2012 -
 International Healthcare Exhibition" in Colombo  

A large contingent of about 30 Pharma companies 
under the banner of Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion 
Council  of India (PHARMEXCIL), Ministry of 
Commerce & Industr y,  Government  of  India 
participated in  “Arogya 2012 – International Healthcare 
Exhibition”  held at the BMICH, Colombo from 17-19 
August 2012 

This event was organized by the National Chamber of 
Commerce of Sri Lanka and the Ministry of Health, 
Government of Sri Lanka with India as a “Partner 
Country”. A large area of the exhibition hall was 
earmarked for the PHARMEXCIL (India) Pavilion. Hon. 
Maithripala Sirisena, Minister of Health and Hon. Lalith 
Dissanayaka, Deputy Minister of Health, Government of 
Sri Lanka  inaugurated this Exhibition on 17th August 
2012 morning in the presence of Mr. Ashok Hettigoda, 
President, National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka 
and Mr. P. Kumaran, Deputy High Commissioner, High 
Commission of India, Colombo.

As a precursor to its participation in the “Arogya 2012”, a 
high-level delegation led by Dr. P.V. Appaji, Director-
General, Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of 
India (PHARMEXCIL), held wide-ranging discussions 
on 15th August 2012 at the Ministry of Industry & 
Commerce of Sri Lanka on the establishment of a 
pharmaceutical manufacturing hub in Sri Lanka with 
Indian cooperation.

The PHARMEXCIL delegation visited Sri Lanka on the 
directions of Hon. Anand Sharma, Minister of 
Commerce, Industry and Textiles who visited Sri Lanka 
in early August coinciding with the “India Show” 
organized in Colombo from 3-5 August 2012 and had 
promised India’s cooperation in setting up a special 
pharmaceutical manufacturing zone in Sri Lanka. 
PHARMEXCIL is the premier organization under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of 
India, to promote the Indian pharmaceutical industry, 
which exports products worth US$ 13 billion worldwide 
market. The PHARMEXCIL delegation comprises 
MDs/CEOs of several prominent Indian pharma 
companies such as M/s Ramky Pharma City (India) Ltd, 
M/s  Stedman Pharma Pvt . L td,  M/s  Unique 
Pharmaceutical Laboratories, M/s J B Chemicals & 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, M/s ACG Worldwide Group, M/s 
NATCO Pharma Ltd, Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories and M/s 
Wockhardt Ltd. The Indian delegation visited Sri Lanka 
at a very short notice to coincide with “Arogya 2012”  
held at BMICH, showing India’s keenness on extending 
cooperation in the establishment of the proposed 
pharma hub without delay.

During his presentation at the Ministry of Industry & 
Commerce, Dr. P V Appaji, DG PHARMEXCIL informed 
that “On a year on year basis, India’s pharma exports to 
Sri Lanka increased by 15.95% in 2011 to US$ 126.9 
million of which 93% were formulations followed by bulk 
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India is now known as “The Pharmacy of The World”, as 
almost  every molecule off patent is also manufactured 
in India. Now we are promoting RxIndia (written 
RxIndia), our umbrella brand, across the world. Today, 
there is no place in the world where Indian drugs cannot 
be bought. As for our manufacturing outlook, we are 
now actively trying to move up in the chain - from low 
margin bulk drugs to higher margin, ‘formulations’ 
manufacturing. In  2010,  India was the largest exporter 
of ‘formulations’ in terms of volume with 14% global 
market share. More than 55% of formulation exports are 
to highly regulated markets thus endorsing  Indian 
Industry`s adherence to highest standards of quality. 
India’s exports of overall pharmaceuticals during 2011 
were US$ 13.2 billion with World Generic Market share 
of 2.9% excluding India’s domestic market. In 2011, 
64% of our our pharma exports were formulations while 
33% were bulk drugs and 1% in herbal drugs. 25% of 
our exports went to North America while only 3.8% sent 
to South Asia.”

During the visit, the PHARMEXCIL delegation called on 
Hon. Basil  Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic 
Development, Hon. Jayarathne Herath, Acting Minister 
of Industry & Commerce, and Hon.Maithripala Sirisena, 
Minister of Health, to discuss means of cooperation 
including setting up of the proposed pharmaceutical 
manufacturing zone in Sri Lanka. The delegation also 
visited potential sites identified for this purpose.

(7%) and herbals (0.15%). The top three drugs sent to 
Sri Lanka from India are Amoxycilline (antibiotic), 
g lucose l iqu id ,  and d i loxan ide  fu roate  ( fo r 
intestine/stomach issues).  Our data shows that India, 
with a market share of 24.8% is one of the top three 
suppliers for Sri Lanka’s bulk drug (pharmaceutical 
ingredients/raw material used to produce tablets, pills, 
syrups etc.) requirements while it enjoys a market share 
of 58.3% and is the top supplier for Sri Lanka’s 
formulations market (readily usable final products such 
as tablets, pills, syrups etc) requirements in 2010. With 
its impressive growth in pharma exports in recent years, 
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Students of Army public Schools, India Visit Sri Lanka

The children were very happy with their visit and were 
thankful to their Sri Lankan hosts for the hospitality and 
taking very good care of them. 

The idea for the visit (Youth Exchange Programme) was 
mooted last year by Ms. Deshani Jayasuriya, the young 
Chairperson of the Sri Lankan Army's Viru Daru Society. 
Ms. Deshani Jayasuryai is the daughter of Sri Lankan 
Army Commander Lt. Gen. Jagath Jayasuriya. 

At the conclusion of their visit to Sri Lanka, these 
children visited India House 5 Sep 2012 where they 
were graciously welcomed by High Commissioner H.E. 
Ashok Kantha and Mrs Sharmila Kantha. 

24 children from Indian Army families studying in 
Classes VIII to XII at Army Public Schools (APS) at 
Bangalore, Gwalior, Jodhpur, Kirkee and Pune visited 
Sri Lanka from 30 August 2012 to 5 September 2012 at 
the invitation of the Sri Lankan Army's Viru Daru Society. 
The children on their visit to Sri Lanka were 
accompanied by the Principal of APS Bangalore, Ms 
Manjula Raman and Ms Rupinder Kaur Gill, Teacher at 
APS Pune. The Indian Army Public Schools are run by 
the Army Welfare Education Society. 

During their visit to Sri Lanka, the children visited places 
of interest at Trincomalee, Anuradhapura, Dambulla, 
Sigiriya, Kandy and Colombo. They participated in 
cultural programmes, sports events and interacted with 
the children of Sri Lankan Army personnel. 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER  2012



Similarly, India Sri Lanka Foundation supported visit of 
students of St Francis School in student exchange 
programme with St Patrick’s College Jaffna in January 
2012, participation of a 7 member team of Faculty and 
Students from Sri Venkateswara College, New Delhi in 
the 2nd International Symposium organized by the 
Department of Economics, South Eastern University, 
Oluvil in May 2012.

The India –Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
government of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 
foster India-Sri Lanka relations through the 
enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 
cultural cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two 
countries.

India Sri Lanka Foundation suppored the visit of nine 
students and two teachers from Richmond College, 
Galle to India to participate in the Gateway Computer 
Tournament organized by Montfort Sr. Secondary 
School, New Delhi from 23rd to 29th July, 2012. The 
students and teachers visited the High Commission of 
India prior to their visit to India.

The Gateway computer tournament was an inter-
school competition, where participating schools  
initially competed in Quizzes, from which five finalist 
schools were be selected to compete in various events 
such as, C++ Programming, Hardware Assembling, 
Crypto-analysis and Digital Imaging. 

To promote youth exchanges between India and Sri 
Lanka, India-Sri Lanka Foundation in recent past had 
also supported an educational tour of 20 students from 
Northern Province of Sri Lanka to India, participation 
of 6 members from South Eastern University and 
Sabaragamuwa University in BLISSPOINT India 
organized by the Sri Venkateswara College, Delhi 
University in October 2011, participation of 14 
member Jaffna District under 19 Cricket team in a 
friendly cricket match with Delhi Public School R.K. 
Puram in September 2011 and participation of 10 
students of St Patrick’s College Jaffna in a student 
exchange programme with St Francis School, New 
Delhi, August 2011.

India-Sri Lanka Foundation supports the visit of students from Richmond 
College, Galle to India

Students  travel to India to study Hindi
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E a c h  y e a r ,  a b o u t  8 - 1 0 
scholarships to Sri  Lankan 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  awa r d e d  fo r 
studying Hindi at the Kendriya 
Hindi Sansthan (Central Institute 
of Hindi) at Agra. 

This year, eight students who 
have been selected visited the 
High Commission  and met 
Counsellor Mr Birender Singh 
before their travel to India to 
pursue  one year course in Hindi .
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All roles in this performance were portrayed by Savitha 
and yet the audience had no difficulty in either 
distinguishing the characters or following the story.  
The performance left many of the audience visibly 
shaken and emotionally stirred.

 In the words of one of the audience members, "I was 
taken to another dimension and world by Soul Cages"!  
Many in the audience expressed that while they had 
seen several Bharathanatyam shows before, they had 
never seen or expected anything of this nature when 
they arrived at the show. Savitha's conviction of 
spreading the art form of Bharathanatyam by using 
novel stories and presentations seems to have struck 
a chord with Sri Lankans, as aptly summed up by a fan 
at the end of the Soul Cages show, "Sri Lankans will 
never forget this performance".

Conducted at the Bishops College Auditorium, 
Soul Cages was conceptualised and directed by 

Savitha and her husband A. K Srikanth. Soul 
cages was also performed in Kandy the next 

day  in a first of its kind encore performance.

The Event was supported by the Indian 
Cultural Centre.

Savitha Sastry's 'Soul Cages' opened to an 
electrifying response (7 July 2012) from the audience 
at Colombo. This Bharathanatyam presentation left 
the viewers spell bound by its rich tapestry of 
choreography, music, lighting, and a story that is novel 
and thought provoking. 

'Soul Cages' recounted the story of a six year old who 
is suddenly taken back to heaven.  The King of the 
other world, who is called the King of Death, takes an 
instant liking to the child and finds himself playing and 
prancing with the child in a rare display of 
tenderness.  However, it follows that the 
child is unable to accept the permanence 
of her new home- heaven, as it offers no 
joys to her in the absence of the loved ones 
she left behind on earth.

In an ironic twist, the innocent child 
learns to bring her loved ones to 
heaven with a sincere prayer that 
even the King of Death is unable 
to thwart.  How the King of Death 
resolves this situation and 
returns balance to nature forms 
an enthralling and touching end 
to this performance. 

Soul Cages - Bharathanatyam Dance Theatre by Ms Savitha Sastry
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The second day of the festival on August 17, 2012, the 
afternoon session saw the Second Workshop on 
Carnatic music by Shri P Unnikrishnan at the 
Kailasapathi Hall, University of Jaffna.  The 700 
capacity hall was full with the audience spilling over 
even outs ide the hal l  who then had to  be 
accommodated on the performance stage and 
walkways of the Hall.  Shri Unnikrishnan in his 
inimitable style explained the nuances of Carnatic 
music and also invited questions from the audience to 
set the stage for an interactive session. 

The evening of August 17, 2012 saw a scintillating 
Bharatnatyam performance from Smt. Alarmel Valli at 
the famous Sankilyan Thopu for over two hours 
keeping the audience of more than 1500 spell bound.  
The evening began with a lamp lighting ceremony. H.E. 
Ashok K Kantha, High Commissioner was the Chief 
Guest of the evening was received by Mr.  Illangovan, 
Secretary to Governor of Northern Province and 
Hon’ble Mrs. Yogeshwary Patkunarajah, Mayor of 
Jaffna.  Mr. Illangovan, read out the message of 
Hon’ble G.A. Chandrasiri, Governor, Northern 
Province.   Prominent members from the Department 
of Culture of the Northern Province and the academic 
world of Northern Province participated in the event. 

18 August morning another noted Carnatic music 
exponent from India Shri T M Krishna, held a cameo 
performance for the music loving students and citizens 
of Jaffna at the Veerasingam Hall.  The event which 
was scheduled to be held from 11.00 AM to 12.00 
noon was extended on popular demand of the 
audience for another one hour.  The artist received 
standing ovation during the performance.    This was 
preceded by an excellent Workshop and interaction 
with the accompanying artists of Carnatic Music led by 
S/  Shr i  Nagai  Sr i ram,  B Ganapathyraman, 
Papanasam Sethuraman, Rithvik Raja and Shri 
Chandrasekhara Sharma, when the intricacies and 
role of the accompanying musicians was explained in 
great detail enlightening the very attentive audience. 

The entire event could not have been possible without 
the untiring efforts of Chennai-based Sumanasa 
Foundation, led by Shri T.M. Krishna.  This paved the 
way for conceiving the concept of Divine Ecstasy. 

The Cultural Festival was a grand success with the 
active involvement of students and music loving 
people of Northern Province which has not only set a 
high standard for future events but also pushed the 
cultural relations between India and Sri Lanka, 
particularly with the Northern Province, to a higher 
level.

The three day Cultural Festival titled “Divine Ecstasy” 
(known as Theiveega Suga Anubhavam in Tamil 
Language) which was held in Jaffna from 16-18 
August 2012, coinciding with the Annual Nallur Temple 
Festival concluded yesterday (18 August) late in the 
night with the stellar and outstanding performance by 
the famous Carnatic Classical singer Shri. P. 
Unnikrishnan from India.  The famous Sankilyan 
Thoppu, the open venue for the performance, was 
packed to capacity with estimated more than 5000 
music lovers thronging the venue.  Shri P Unnikrishnan 
enthralled the Jaffna residents with his divinely gifted 
voice for over two hours and mesmerised the crowd.  
Hon’ble Douglas Devananda, Minister of Traditional 
Industries and Small Enterprise Development graced 
the occasion with his presence as the Chief Guest.   In 
his remarks at the event, he recalled the roots that 
connect the people here with India and expressed his 
desire that more such cultural interactions are required 
to heal the wounds that has been festering over the last 
three decades.  He profusely thanked singer 
Unnikrishnan and his group for making the start to 
travel to Jaffna and enthral the people of Northern 
Province.

The event was the culmination of three days of cultural 
fever that had gripped the music loving residents of 
Northern Province as they never had the opportunity to 
see such high quality performance by internationally 
renowned artists from India during the last three 
decades or more.  The extensive media reports in the 
press and local TV, portraying the gratitude shown by 
the music loving community of the Northern Province 
to the artistes, have further cemented the Indo-Sri 
Lankan cultural ties.  Invariably all the Provincial 
authorities of Jaffna and beyond who had participated 
in the three day Festival have all strongly supported the 
endeavour of  the Government of  India and 
Government of Sri Lanka in organising this Festival 
and they have shown a strong support to transform this 
event into an annual affair and covering a larger 
canvas.

The festival jointly organised by the Department of 
Cultural Affairs of Northern Province, Consulate 
General of India, Jaffna and the India-Sri Lanka 
Foundation was set in a unique format   comprising of   
three Workshops for the students of the Ramanathan 
Academy of Fine Arts and school students of the 
Northern Province and two open air performance. 

The festival began on August 16, 2012 with an 
afternoon Workshop of  three hours on Bharatanatyam 
by the renowned South Indian dancer Smt. Alarmel 
Valli at the Veerasingam Hall, Jaffna when she 
explained the intricacies of Bhartanatyam to an 
audience of more than 500 eager music and dance 
students and cultural artistes of the Northern Province.

Three day Cultural Festival titled “Divine Ecstasy” in Jaffna 
from 16-18 August 2012
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“Divine Ecstasy” (In Pics)
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Brothers, Rohan and Ishan, performed light classical, 
broadway, Italian folk songs and Neapolitan songs to a 
full house that greeted them with rapturous applause.

The tour included performances at Calcutta’s 
Rabindranath Tagore Centre as well as Bangalore’s 
National Gallery of Modern Art Auditorium.

Renowned vocalists from Sri Lanka, the ‘de Lanerolle 
Brothers’ joined acclaimed pianist Rohan De Silva, for 
a series of concerts in India, organised by the High 
Commission of Sri Lanka and the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR).

At the inaugural concert at Delhi’s prestigious Kamani 
Auditorium on 5 September, the de Lanerolle 

De Lanerolle brothers with  pianist Rohan De Silva performance in India

Visit of Ms Namita Gokhale to Sri Lanka

The Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS), 
University of Colombo organized a lecture titled “Many 
Languages One Literature” by Ms. Namita Gokhale at 
the Department of Sinhala Auditorium on Monday, 23 
July, 2012. 

Ms Namita Gokhale gave a public lecture on the theme 
“Singular Pluralities – Perspectives on South Asian 
Literature” at the BCIS auditorium on Wednesday 25 
July, 2012 at 1800 hrs. Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, 
Senior  Min is ter  for  In ternat ional  Monetar y 
Cooperation graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

Ms. Namita Gokhale, Writer, Publisher and Festival 
Director visited Sri Lanka from 22-27 July, 2012 to 
deliver lectures under the Distinguished Visitors’ 
Programme of the India-Sri Lanka Foundation. 

Rohan and Ishan De Lanerolle called on the High Commissioner 
of India H.E. Ashok K. Kantha in Colombo before their tour to India

The artistes Rohan De Silva, Rohan de Lanerolle and Ishan de 
Lanerolle being felicitated by Director General ICCR Suresh Goel 
and High Commissioner Prasad Kariyawasam at the conclusion of 
the concert in Delhi on 5 September.
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Prof Bhattacharya specializes in Film Theory, Film 
History and Aesthetics. His areas of academic interest 
include Realism in Cinema, Sound Design as part of 
Cinematic Narration, New Asian Cinema, non-fiction 
films and trans-media practices like video art, video 
installations and performance animation. He has a 
published monograph on Himansu Rai, one of the 
pioneers of early Indian cinema. Prof Bhattacharya 
has worked as a film and video editor and has made 
documentaries and educational films for various 
Indian Television networks. He has been awarded 
seven nat ional  level  awards in educat ional 
communication to his credit.

L.V. Prasad Film & TV Academy Director K. Hariharan 
heads the Department of Direction. An accomplished 
film maker and distinguished scholar Hariharan is a 
graduate from the FTII in Pune. The National Award 
Winning Tamil Film Ezhavathu Manidhan earned him 
International acclaim featuring in Moscow and other 
film festivals. K. Hariharan has also directed many 
documentaries, short features and children’s films.

The film appreciation workshop has conceived as a 
course for film lovers, journalists and media persons, 
film students and film critics to enhance their ability in 
watching and understanding various styles in film 
production and the techniques involved as well as an 
orientation to the ways of looking at films. For the 
purpose of such a theoretical and esthetic approach 
the Film and Television Institute of India is bringing 
several films to exemplify the various aspects to be 
taking care of while watching a film.

Courtesy:   The Nation

The Sri Lanka Foundation Digital Film Academy in 
association with Film & Television Institute of India, 
Pune and the Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo 
organised a 10-day Film Appreciation Workshop from 
July 31 to August 10 at the Sri Lanka Foundation 
Digital Film Academy, No. 100, Sri Lanka Padanam 
Mw, Independence Square. The workshop included 
screening of prominent films of eminent film directors. 
The workshop is organized as part of the celebration of 
100 years’ of Indian cinema.

Prof Indranil Bhattacharya from the Film and Television 
Institute of India along with K. Hariharan and Avijit 
Mukul Kishore conducted the workshop. Prof Indranil 
Bhattacharya is a filmmaker, teacher, film scholar and 
pedagogue based in Pune, India. He is an alumnus of 
the prestigious Film and Television Institute of India 
(FTII), the oldest national film school of India and he is 
currently in charge of Film Appreciation Programs 
there. He has been teaching cinema since 1995 and 
has served as Associate Professor (TV Production) 
and Dean (Films) at FTII. He has also served as Guest 
Faculty Member at Satyajit Ray Film and Television 
Institute (SRFTI), Kolkata and Department of Film 
Studies (Jadavpur University), Kolkata, and 
Symbiosis Institute of Mass Communication, Pune 
among other Institutions of film and media.

Film appreciation workshop
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Men in Blue at India House, Colombo

High Commissioner of 
India Ashok Kantha Kantha 
hosted a reception for the 
visiting Indian Cricket Team  
to play 5 ODIs series and 1 
T20 match, at India House, 
Colombo on 30 July. The 
reception gave an 
opportunity for all 
members of the Indian 
High Commission in 
Colombo and their family 
members to meet the 
visiting Indian cricket team. 
Indian team members 
graciously obliged all 
those who sought their 
autographs or wanted 
pictures taken with them.



Birender S. Yadav, Counsellor (Press, Information & Culture)
High Commission of India
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Tel: +94-11 2327587, +94-11 2422788-9   
Fax: +94-11-2446403, +94-11 2448166 
E-mail: cpiccolombo@gmail.com

The information and articles are collected from different sources and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the High Commission 

Suggestions regarding improvement of the  may please be addressed to  “SANDESH”

Published by 
High Commission of 
India, Colombo

Hundreds of monks gathered to witness the departure of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics for India in
a special Sri Lankan Airlines flight on 12 September 2012
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