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Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh at the XVIIth SAARC 
Summit

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh at the 9th ASEAN-India 
Summit

Visit of Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh to Singapore

Signing of an Agreement for 
restoration of Pallai- 
Kankesanthurai Railway Line        
in the  Northern Province 

India-Sri Lanka Foundation 
launches Public Lecture Series   
with  Talks by Ambassador    
Shyam Saran 

Celebration of the 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Gurudev Tagore           
- Re-Staging of   Shaap Mochan     
in Sri Lanka

Photographic Competition by 
Photographic Society of               
Sri Lanka

Indian Grand Prix, 
a job well done

India Launches new Generation 
Strategic missile AGNI 4

31st India International Trade 
Fair

Lanka Handicrafts at ‘Magic of 
Gifted Hands’ exhibition

42nd International Film Festival    
of India

Kudankulam Nuclear Power 
Project

India's Internet users top 100 m    
in September 2011

In big shift, all R& D roads leads 
to India

Land of billion opportunities, not 
billion problems: Mukesh

India wins "World's Leading 
Destination" award

Bollywood plays lead in global 
tourism promos

Indian Grand Prix, a job well 
done

10th Pravasi Bharathiya Divas 
from 7 to 9 January, 2012 in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan 

Inaugural India - Sri Lanka 
Foundation Public Lecture 
Series - Talks by Ambassador 
Shyam Saran - In Pics
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Developed Countries under the South Asian Free 

Trade Area Agreement.

• Improved  airlines connectivity from SAARC States 

to four metropolitan cities and to 18 other 

destination in India.

• Development of regional ferry services between 

India, Maldives and Sri Lanka.

• Offered 10 slots per year for training courses at 

India’s Postal Staff College and  called for the 

development of a regional telecommunications 

infrastructure to improve the quality of connectivity 

and reduce of call rates and telecommunication 

tariffs.

• To boost tourism exchanges among SAARC region.

• To establish a travelling  exhibition on the ancient 

history of South Asia.

• To increase the number of SAARC Silver Jubilee 

Scholarships for the South Asian University from 50 

to 100.

• To provide ten scholarships per year to SAARC 

Member State for post-graduate and doctoral 

studies in forestry courses at the Forestry Research 

Institute of India, Dehradun.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh attended the 

Seventeenth SAARC Summit held from 10-11 

November, 2011 in Addu City, Maldives.  This was 

followed by a State Visit to Maldives from 11-12 

November 2011.

The theme of the XVIIth SAARC Summit was “Building 

Bridges”.  This covered both the direct implication of 

connectivity between the SAARC Member States, and 

also the conceptual connotations of connecting 

peoples of the SAARC region in all facets, including 

social, economic, cultural, developmental aspects. 

During the Summit, the Foreign Ministers of the 

respective Member States signed four agreements; 

namely (i) SAARC Agreement on Rapid Response to 

Natural Disasters, (ii)SAARC Agreement on 

Multilateral Arrangement on Recognition of Cibfirnutt 

A s s e s s m e n t ; ( i i i )  S A A R C  A g r e e m e n t  o n  

Implementation of Regional Standards and (iv) 

SAARC Seed Bank Agreement.

Major initiatives announced by Prime Minister Dr. 

Manmohan Singh in his inaugural speech at SAARC 

Summit were :-

• India’s major initiative towards trade liberalization 

effort by reducing the Sensitive List for the Lease 

VISITS

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the XVIIth SAARC Summit
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh along with other Head of State and Government of SAARC Countries, at the inaugural session of 
the 17th SAARC Summit, at Adu Atoll in Maldives on November 10, 2011.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the 9th ASEAN-India Summit

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh attended the 9th 

ASEAN-India Summit held on 19th November, 

2011 at Bali, Indonesia. The Keypoints of Dr. 

Manmohan Singh’s statement at the 9th ASEAN-

India Summit were:-

• India's partnership with ASEAN is one of the 

cornerstones of our foreign policy, and the 

foundation of our ‘Look East’ Policy. 

• India-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement for Trade in 

Goods has come into effect in all ASEAN Member 



be able to achieve our 

trade target of 70 billion 

US dollar by 2012. 

•   The visa on arrival facility 

for six ASEAN countries 

is now in place.

•   India proposed to send a 

S a i l  Tr a i n i n g  S h i p  

“ S u d a r s h i n i ”  o n  a n  

expedition to ASEAN 

countries along the route 

of the monsoon trade 

winds.  

•  G r e a t e r  p h y s i c a l  

connectivity between 

India and ASEAN remains our strategic objective. 

There are several proposals under consideration 

with regard to land and sea connectivity. These 

include the India-Myanmar-Thailand Highway, its 

extension to Laos and Cambodia and the 

development of a new highway also linking 

Vietnam.

States and India following its ratification by 

Cambodia on 1st August, 2011.

• India’s trade with ASEAN has increased by 30% in 

2010-2011 and has crossed the 50 billion US 

dollar mark. With such a rate of growth we should 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh with the East Asia Summit Head of States/Governments, at 
the 9th ASEAN-India Summit, in Bali, Indonesia on November 19, 2011.
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Visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Singapore

with former Prime Ministers of Singapore Mr. Lee Kuan 

Yew and Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong.

 Singapore is an important pillar of India's Look East 

Policy and the two countries shared a close 

understanding in regional and multilateral fora. Both 

leaders affirmed the strong bilateral ties between India 

and Singapore and agreed that there had been a 

remarkable deepening of bilateral relationship since 

the conclusion of the Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement in 2005. They discussed 

ways to further strengthen cooperation in fields such 

as Trade, Investment, Skills Development, Education, 

Infrastructure and Township Development. They took 

note of the ongoing second CECA review and 

underlined the need for it to be purposeful and 

covering all aspects of trade, investment and services. 

Prior to the visit the Governments of India and 

Singapore signed a MoU on Cooperation in the Field 

of Personnel Management and Public Administration 

and an Executive Programme on Cooperation in the 

Fields of Arts, Heritage, Archives and Library. The 

Parliaments of India and Singapore have also agreed 

to establish respective Parliamentary Friendship 

Groups. 

During his visit, the Prime Minister and Emeritus 

Senior Minister Mr. Goh Chok Tong unveiled a Marker 

and Bust of Jawaharlal Nehru at the Asian Civilisation 

Museum Greens. 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh at a Bilateral Meeting 
with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr. Lee Hsien Loong, at 
Istana, in Singapore on November 20, 2011.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh paid an official 

visit to Singapore on 19-20 November, 2011. He paid a 

courtesy call on President of Singapore Dr. Tony Tan 

Keng Yam and also held talks with his counterpart, 

Prime Minister of Singapore Mr. Lee Hsien Loong. 

During his stay in Singapore, Prime Minister also met 



BILATERAL BEAT

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh with the President of Sri Lanka, Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, at the bilateral meeting, on the sidelines 
of the 17th SAARC Summit, at Adu Atoll in Maldives on November 10, 2011.

Signing of an Agreement for restoration of Pallai- Kankesanthurai Railway 
Line in Northern Province of Sri Lanka  

Hon’ble Kumara Welgama, Minister of Transport, H.E. Mr. Ashok 
K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Mr. Dhammika Perera, 
Secretary, Ministry of Transport, Mr. A.P. Mishra, Member 
(Engineering), Ministry of Railways, Government of India, Mr. 
B.A.P. Ariyarathna, General Manager, Sri Lanka Railways and Mr. 
Mohan Tiwari, Managing Director, IRCON (a Government of India 
Undertaking) during the signing ceremony for restoration of the 
Pallai-Kankesanthurai Railway Line 

An agreement for restoration of the Pallai-
Kankesanthurai Railway Line in the Northern Province 
of Sri Lanka was signed today between Mr. B.A.P. 
Ariyarathna, General Manager, Sri Lanka Railways 
and Mr. Mohan Tiwari, Managing Director, IRCON (a 
Government of India Undertaking) in the presence of 
Hon’ble Kumara Welgama, Minister of Transport, H.E. 
Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Mr. 
Dhammika Perera, Secretary, Ministry of Transport 
and Mr. A.P. Mishra, Member (Engineering), Ministry of 
Railways, Government of India.

The total cost of the project is US $149.30 Million. The 
project is likely to be completed within two years from 
the date of commencement of the work. The length of 
Pallai- Kankesanthurai Railway Line is approximately 
56 Km.

This project would be funded as a part of the Line of 
Credit of US $800 million, which has been extended by 
the Government of India at concessional terms, at an 
interest rate of LIBOR plus 0.5% (with LIBOR capped 
at 3%) and a repayment period of 20 years (with a five 
year moratorium).  The southern coastal railway line 
project is also being funded under an additional line of 
credit of US $167.4 million provided by the 
Government of India.

In his remarks at the signing ceremony, Hon'ble 

Kumara Welgama, Minister of Transport, noted the 

deep bonds of friendship between the two countries 

and expressed his appreciation for the assistance 

provided by the Government of India. He lauded 

IRCON for having built a reputation in Sri Lanka for 

Exchange of singed agreement for restoration of the Pallai-
Kankesanthurai Railway Line. 
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Hon’ble Kumara Welgama, Minister of Transport, addressing the 
gathering.

completing projects efficiently and on schedule. He 

recalled that, before the damage to the railway line 

connecting the Northern Province to the rest of Sri 

Lanka, the well-known Yala Devi Express used to ply 

on this route. The completion of the project and the 

restoration of the railway line would enable Sri Lanka 

Railways to restart the services of Yala Devi Express, 

thus enhancing connectivity with Northern Sri Lanka 

and boosting economic opportunities.

In his remarks at the signing ceremony, High 

Commissioner Kantha echoed the sentiments of the 

Hon’ble Minister and noted that the work on 

implementation of the three contracts signed earlier 

between IRCON and Sri Lanka Railways, involving 

construction of rail-links on the Omanthai-Pallai, 

Medawachchiya-Madu and Madu-Talaimannar 

segments, were progressing smoothly and were 

expected to be completed on schedule, by the middle 

of 2013. He expressed hope that the work on 

reconstruction of the railway network in the North, 

including on the Pallai-Kankesanthurai segment, 

would be completed by the end of 2013, thereby giving 

a big boost to connectivity and economic 

development in Sri Lanka. The completion of these 

projects, coupled with the implementation of the 

ongoing projects for rehabi l i tat ion of  the 

Kankesanthurai harbour and the restoration of the 

ferry service between Rameswaram (India) and 

Talaimannar, would also greatly promote connectivity, 

bilateral trade and people-to-people exchanges 

between India and Sri Lanka. The High Commissioner 

highlighted that these projects were in the nature of 

partnership projects between the two countries. In this 

context, he also expressed satisfaction about the fact 

that IRCON had successfully completed work on the 

Galle-Matara section of the coastal railway line in 

February this year and the ongoing work on the Galle-

Kalutara segment was likely to be completed by March 

2012, ahead of schedule.

India-Sri Lanka Foundation launches Public Lecture Series with  Talks by 
Ambassador Shyam Saran 

Ambassador  Shyam Saran delivering India-Sri Lanka Foundation 
public lecture on “India and Sri Lanka and the Asian Resurgence”

Honour. The High Commissioner of India, H. E. Mr. 
Ashok K. Kantha, and the Chairman of BCIS Mr. Rajah 
Kuruppu also attended the event along with members 
of the diplomatic corps, members of Parliament, think-
tanks, media and other distinguished guests.

In his welcome remarks, H.E Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 
mentioned that ISLF had played an important niche 
role as a catalytic agent in furthering a closer 
partnership between India and Sri Lanka and had 
been a crucible for spawning ideas that had resulted in 
many key projects. He underlined that ISLF was 
expanding its activities by launching new initiatives 
including an ISLF Fellowship, and a public lecture 
series with quarterly lectures by eminent personalities 
form India, Sri Lanka and other countries on issues of 
contemporary relevance.

The Guest of Honour, Dr. Sarath Amunugama 
expressed gratitude for India’s emphatic support to Sri 
Lanka for the IMF Stand-By- Arrangement during the 
critical balance-of-payments situation faced by Sri 
Lanka. He recalled the strong ties of friendship and 
economic relations between India and Sri Lanka 
based on a shared history and geographical linkages. 

Ambassador Shyam Saran, former Foreign Secretary 
of India delivered a lecture at the Bandaranaike Center 
for International Studies (BCIS), Colombo on 17th 
November, 2011 on the theme “India and Sri Lanka 
and the Asian Resurgence” marking the launch of the 
India-Sri Lanka Foundation Public Lecture Series. 
Senior Minister for International Monetary 
Cooperation Dr. Sarath Amunugama and Minister for 
External Affairs Prof. G. L. Peiris were the Guests of 
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Senior Minister Sarath Amunugama, Minister of External Affairs 
Prof. G.L. Peiris, and Ambassador Shyam Saran at the launch of  
the India – Sri Lanka Foundation Public Lecture series with a talk  
by  Ambassador Saran.

Referring to the recession in the developed world, he 
termed India as a key driver of economic growth in the 
world economy. He highlighted that Sri Lanka’s 
economic growth was inextricably linked to the huge 
and growing market of India and that Sri Lanka would 
need to take advantage of this, besides other factors 
such as a literate work force, location, etc. 

Prof. Peiris, in his address, remarked that the key 
lesson from India’s developmental efforts and its 
stature as world’s largest democracy was its ability to 
reach out to the poorest sections of the society 

through innovative social schemes and a complex web 
of rights and freedoms for such a vast multitude of 
humanity. In this context, he made a laudatory 
reference to India’s schemes for rural employment 
guarantee and for affirmative action.

In his address, Ambassador Saran highlighted the 
current phase of Asian resurgence, which he expected 
would be durable in nature unlike in the past and on how 
it has created new opportunities for engagement 
between India and Sri Lanka. He also highlighted that 
the success of the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement was a pointer for both the countries to 
expand their economic linkages. He emphasized the 
advantage of increased connectivity and economic 
linkages between India and Sri Lanka which would 
provide Sri Lanka access to the huge Indian market.  
He gave examples of the KKS harbour and Northern 
Railway rehabilitation projects being implemented by 
India, and underlined that these will provide a fillip to 
the trade relations and also to people to people 
contacts.

Earlier in the  week,  Ambassador Saran also delivered 
a lecture at the University of Jaffna on “India’s 
Neighbourhood Policy and India-Sri Lanka Relations” 
and a lecture on “Challenge of Climate Change: Adding 
a new dimension to India-Sri Lanka Relation” at the 
University of Ruhuna, Matara. All the three lectures and 
the subsequent interactive sessions received an 
enthusiastic response from the public.

ISLF which was established by a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the governments of India and 
Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to foster India - Sri Lanka 
relations through the enhancement of economic, 
scientific, technical and cultural cooperation and to 
promote greater understanding between the people of 
the two countries, would be inviting eminent 
personalities from India and Sri Lanka to speak on 
issues of contemporary concern on regular basis.

View of audience

Celebration of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Tagore - Re-Staging 
of Shaap Mochan in Sri Lanka

As part of the commemoration of the 150th birth 
anniversary of Nobel laureate Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore, “Shaapmochan”, a play in which Tagore had 
himself played a role during his visit to Sri Lanka in 
1934, was re-staged in Colombo on 22 November 
2011. A troupe led by Ashimbandhu Bhattacharjee & 
Bimbavati Devi combined the dance forms of Manipuri 
and Kathak “Prabhu Amar Priyo Amar” which was their 
interpretation of Tagore’s original work.  Their visit to 
Colombo was sponsored by the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations. Hon’ble Nimal Siripala De Silva, 

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources 
Management, Government of Sri Lanka graced the 
occasion as Chief Guest. The event organized by the 
Indian Cultural centre in association with the India-Sri 
Lanka Foundation, was attended by Members of 
Parliament, diplomatic corps, eminent personalities 
from the field of art and culture, civil society, media and 
other distinguished guests.

In his address, High Commissioner H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha highlighted that the event was a special tribute 
to Gurudev Tagore, who promoted the cause of Asian 
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C o m m i s s i o n e r  
emphasized that the re-
staging of Shap Mochan in 
form of “Prabhu Amar Priyo 
Amar” was an attempt to 
recreate that same magic 
which re-k indled the 
cultural renaissance in Sri 
Lanka, India and other 
parts of Asia.

Hon’ble Nimal Siripala De 
Silva, Minister of Irrigation 
and Water Resources 
M a n a g e m e n t ,  i n  h i s  
address, appreciated the 
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  H i g h  
Commission to strengthen 
the cultural relationship 
between India and Sri 
Lanka, which dates back to 
2500 years,  th rough 
organization of various 
cultural events. He recalled 
that Buddhism came to Sri 
Lanka from India and 
acknowledged the cross-
fertilization of cultural 
influences between India 
and Sri Lanka throughout 
history. He called the event 
as a unique and historic 
occasion as Tagore visit’s 
to Sri Lanka had initiated a 

re-awakening in Sri Lanka and inspired leading artists 
such as Ananda Samarakoon, Chitrasena and Sunil 
Shantha to go to Santi Niketan, absorb cultural 
traditions from India and on return bring to lime light the 
indigenous traditional forms especially in the field of 
Music and dance. Hon’ble Minister highlighted the 
strong cultural affinities between India and Sri Lanka.

Hon’ble Minister thanked India for her support in the 
reconstruction efforts in the North and Eastern Sri 
Lanka after defeat of terrorism and undelined that the 
Government of Sri Lanka has embarked on the path of 
bringing peace dividends to Sri Lankan people and 
was not only looking towards the materialistic 
development but also for reinforcing the cultural 
values. He acknowledged India’s assistance to Sri 
Lanka in various fields such as S&T, Agriculture and 
acknowledged India’s emergence in the comity of 
nations which he attributed to the great personalities of 
India in diverse fields of art, culture, S&T and IT etc. He 
also highlighted that future of the world was not in West 
but in emerging Asia and that India was a leading 
player in the Asian resurgence. He emphasized that 
ventures of this nature such as performance organized 
will bring hearts of people and Sri Lanka together.

Bimbavati Devi, who is famous for her artistic qualities 

“Prabhu Amar Priyo Amar” by Ashimbandhu Bhattacharjee & Bimbavati Devi – a re-interpretation of 
Shaap Mochan by combining the dance forms of Manipuri and Kathak 

Hon’ble Nimal Siripala De Silva, Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management, Government 
of Sri Lanka High Commissioner H.E. Ashok K. Kantha lighting the tradition oil lamp before the 
performance of Prabhu Amar Priyo Amar.

resurgence while at the same time stressed that it was 
important to retain our cultural and civilizational roots. 
Mr. Kantha recalled that Tagore, as was not known 
widely, had actually visited Sri Lanka five times and 
was still remembered with fondness in Sri Lanka. The 
High Commissioner appreciated the Government of 
Sri Lanka for honouring Gurudev Tagore by releasing a 
special stamp on 7th May 2011. He outlined various 
events already organized in Sri Lanka to celebrate the 
150th Birth anniversary of Gurudev Tagore in 
association with the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Art, 
University of Colombo, the High Commission of 
Bangladesh and the India-Sri Lanka Foundation, 
mentioning inter-alia, publication of a commemorative 
volume ‘Remembering Rabindranath Tagore’, Tagore 
Film Festival and an evening of Rabindra Sangeet by a 
famous singer from Bangladesh.  The High 
Commissioner also thanked the Governors of the 
Northern, Central and Southern Provinces for 
facilitating the performances of the troupe at Galle, 
Kandy and Jaffna. The High Commissioner recalled 
that Tagore had himself acted in the play “Shaap 
Mochan” during his visit in 1934 and which had 
received very positive reviews in the then Ceylon press 
and by Mr. SWRD Bandaranaike, who later became 
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka. The High 
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of natural expression, grace, 
sweetness, clarity, perfection 
and for her refined sensibilities 
and subt lety along with 
Ashimbandhu Bhattacharjee, 
a performer, teacher and 
choreographer par excellence, 
experimented with the play 
S h a a p  M o c h a n  o f  
Rabindranath Tagore and 

recreated it in a jugalbandi of Kathak and Manipuri 
styles of dancing. The choreography of the duo was 
mellifluous and harmonious and complemented the 
distinct classical styles without diminishing the 
qualities of each of the styles. The love story of 
Saurasen and his beloved Madhusree, their 

banishment from Heaven and the suffering of 
Sourosen as the disfigured King Aruneshwar were 
beautifully presented with dramatic expression and 
lights. The performance was well received by the 
audience.

The troupe also presented performances at Halle de 
Galle, Baladaksha Mawatha, Galle on 23rd November, 
at Central Province Hindu Cultural Hall, Peradeniya 
Road, Kandy on 25 November and at Veerasingham 
Hall, Jaffna on 28 November. Hon. U.G. D. Ariyathilaka, 
Minister of Sports and Youth affairs in the Southern 
Provincial Government was the Chief Guest at Galle 
and Hon.ble Governor of the Central Province Tikiri 
Kobbekaduwa was the Chief Guest at Kandy 
performance.

Photographic Competition by Photographic Society of Sri Lanka

of India on the 4th of November at 6.00 pm at the Lionel 

Wendt Art Gallery in the midst of a large gathering of 

veteran photographers and photo enthusiasts. Over 

60 awards were handed over to the worthy winners, 

chosen from the 200 accepted Images, which 

adorned the walls of the Gallery. Mr Kanth in his Key 

Note address complimented the Photographic 

Society of Sri Lanka (PSSL) for conducting this 

prestigious event annually with out a break, and invited 

the PSSL to have an exchange program between the 

local photographers and their Indian counterparts so 

that more corporation and understanding can be 

fostered. He requested the PSSL to take a lead role in 

this regard in the near future. The Exhibition which was 

opened to the public for two days, on the 5-6 

November saw considerable number of visitors 

enjoying the exhibits.

The 56th International Photographic Exhibition and 

Competition was ceremonially opened by His 

Excellency Mr Ashok K Kanth, the High Commissioner 

India Launches new Generation Strategic missile AGNI 4

India successfully test fired the most advanced long 
range missile system Agni-4 on 15 November. The 
missile was launched from a Road Mobile System at 
9.00 AM from Wheelers’ Island off the coast of Orissa. 
The missile followed its trajectory, in a text book 
fashion, attained a height of about 900 kms and 
reached the pre-designated target in the international 
waters of Bay of Bengal. All mission objectives were 
fully met. All the systems functioned perfectly till the 

end encountering the re-entry temperatures of more 
than 3000⁰C.

This missile is one of its kinds, proving many new 
technologies for the first time, and represents a 
quantum leap in terms of missile technology. The 
Missile is lighter in weight and has two stages of Solid 
Propulsion and a Payload with Re-entry heat shield. 
The Composite Rocket Motor which has been used for 
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electro-optical systems 
along the Coast of Orissa 
h a v e  t r a c k e d  a n d  
m o n i t o r e d  a l l  t h e  
parameters of the Missile. 
Two Indian Naval ships 
located near the target 
witnessed the final event. 

Defence Minister Shri A.K. 
Antony congratulated the 
D R D O  t e a m  o n  i t s  
achievement. Dr Vijay 
Kumar Saraswat, Scientific 
Advisor to Raksha Mantri, 

Secretary, Department of Defence R&D and Director 
General DRDO, who witnessed the launch, 
congratulated all the Scientists and employees of 
DRDO and the Armed Forces for the successful 
launch of AGNI-4. Sri Avinash Chander, Chief 
Controller (Missiles & Strategic Systems), DRDO and 
Programme Director, AGNI, while addressing the 
Scientists after the launch, called it as a new era in the 
modern Long Range Navigation System in India. He 
said, “this test has paved the way ahead for the 
success of AGNI-5 Mission, which will be launched 
shortly”. 

Smt. Tessy Thomas, Project Director AGNI-4 and her 
team prepared and integrated the Missile System and 
launched the Missile successfully. In a jubilant tone 
she said that the DRDO has produced and proven 
many new state of the art technologies in the Missile 
System like Composite Rocket Motors, very high 
accuracy Ring Laser Gyro based Inertial Navigation 
System, Micro Navigation System, Digital Controller 
System and very powerful onboard computer system. 
The Missile, having capability to carry Strategic 
Warheads for the Forces, has provided a fantastic 
deterrence to the country and it will be produced in 
numbers and delivered to the Armed Forces as early 
as possible.

the first time has given excellent performance. The 
Missile System is equipped with modern and compact 
Avionics with Redundancy to provide high level of 
reliability. The indigenous Ring Laser Gyros based 
high accuracy INS (RINS) and Micro Navigation 
System (MINGS) complementing each other in 
redundant mode have been successfully flown in 
guidance mode for the first time. The high performance 
onboard computer with distributed Avionics 

architecture, high speed reliable communication bus 
and a full Digital Control System have controlled and 
guided the Missile to the target. The Missile reached 
the target with very high level of accuracy. Radars and 

INDIA NEWS

31st India International Trade Fair

The 14 day long 31st India International Trade Fair was 

inaugurated at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi on 14th 

November by the Union Minister for Finance Shri 

Pranab Mukherjee. This year IITF attracted 1.5 million 

visitors and 6000 exhibitors. It hosted products from 26 

and changing composition of export basket to 

engineering related products are the signs of a 

maturing economy. The Finance Minister expressed 

concerns about adoption of protectionist measures in 

the wake of global crisis. 
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Speaking on the occasion Guest of Honour, Shri 

Anand Sharma, Union Minister for Commerce, 

Industry and Textiles said that IITF was an example of 

the vision of India’s first Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal 

Nehru who adopted a policy of keeping India and its 

institutions at the cutting edge of development. He also 

said that current global scenario of India’s strategy of 

trade and product diversification has paid rich 

dividends. He assured Indian industry and exporters 

that the Government will continue to work with them to 

improve India’s trade performance at the global level.

Shri Anand Sharma also inaugurated African Pavilion 

and Handicraft Pavilion at the Trade Fair.  

Lanka Handicrafts at ‘Magic of Gifted Hands’ exhibition

Under the India-Sri Lanka Programme of Cultural 
Cooperation for 2010-2013, five award winning 
craftsperson from Sri Lanka showcased their products 
at this Theme Pavilion for exhibition and sale from 
November 14 to 27, 2011 at this widely attended and 
renowned international Fair. Five award winning Indian 
craftsperson had participated in Joint India-Sri Lanka 
Handicrafts Exhibition organized in Colombo in the 
month of April earlier this year. This Exchange 
Programme was jointly organized by the Office of the 
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) of India 
and the National Crafts Council of Sri Lanka as a 
reciprocal event between India and Sri Lanka.

Union Minister for Commerce Anand Sharma, High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka Prasad Kariyawasam, 
Secretary (Textiles) Smt. Rita Menon and the 
Development Commissioner of Handcrafts of India 
inaugurated the Theme Pavilion of Indian Handicrafts 
‘Magic of Gifted Hands’ and the India-Sri Lanka Crafts 
Exchange Programme at the India International Trade 
Fair in New Delhi on November 14, 2011.

42nd International Film Festival of India

The 42nd International Film Festival of India was 
inaugurated in Goa on 23 November 2011 amidst 
festivities, glitz and joyous mood anticipating good 
cinema. The Union Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting Smt. Ambika Soni and Chief Minister of 
Goa Shri Digambar Kamat were joined by Chief Guest 
Shah Rukh Khan, Actress Rituparna Sengupta, Mayor 
of Margao, Ms. Susheela Naik, Shri Uday Kumar 
Varma, Secretary I&B Ministry, Shri Sanjay 
Shrivastava-Chief Secretary Goa, Festival director 

Shri Shankar Mohan, Shri Manoj Shrivastav-CEO, 
Entertainment Society among others, to light the 
ceremonial lamp.

In her remarks, Smt. Ambika Soni stressed on the 
growing eminence of Indian cinema and talked how 
IFFI has become an agent of the growing acceptance 
of Indian cinema and has given an impetus and an 
identity to the industry making it one of the most 
prosperous film industries of the world. 
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Chief Minister of Goa Mr. Digambar Kamat 
emphasized the growing film culture in the state of Goa 
and said that it was the right choice for a global 
cinematic event like IFFI. He said that his government 
was working to make Goa a more desirable and 
permanent destination for film shooting for that he was 
establishing a one window clearance system to 
promote cinema shooting in the state.

Chief Guest Shah Rukh Khan while expressing 
happiness on being a part of this cinematic 
extravaganza shared his views on cinema as a 
medium that binds people in a shared experience. He 
said, cinema was modern art of storytelling ‘a 
collective focus addressed to all, open to all and 

including all’. He said festivals like IFFI were a 
manifestation of human happiness and should be 
seen as a sharing of India as people gather to share 
their joys and creativity. 

Life Time Achievement award was conferred upon 
French film maker Bertrand Tavernier. The event 
showcased an extempore painting by Shri Vilas Nayak 
on Bertrand Tavernier followed by a screening of a two 
minute clip on the acclaimed filmmaker known for his 
works in world cinema. A certificate, cheque, scroll and 
shawl presented by the Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting Smt.Ambika Soni to Bertrand Tavernier 
during the function. 

The event showcased the cultural diversity of the 
country which intermingled with a confluence of movie 
minds made for the perfect convergence of the world 
at Indian shores. The international jury panel for the 
IFFI comprised of luminary filmmakers like Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan-the Chairman of the panel, Dan 
Wolman from Israel, Lawrence Kardish from USA, Lee 
Yong Kwan from the Busan Film Festival and Tahmineh 
Milani from Iran. The opening film of the festival was 
‘The Consul of Bordeaux’ directed by Francisco 
Manso and Joao Correa which portrayed the story of 
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, a man of conviction who 
saved 30,000 lives during the World War II. 

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project

found that Indian nuclear power reactors have 
sufficient margins and features in the design to 
withstand extreme natural events. The reports of these 
task forces have been made public and posted on the 
websites of DAE/NPCIL and AERB, respectively. 
Recommendations to further enhance the safety in 
Indian nuclear power plants against extreme natural 
events have been made by the task forces and the 
AERB Commi t tees. A  roadmap fo r  the i r  
implementation in a time bound manner has been 
drawn up and the implementation process has 
commenced. To give statutory status to the nuclear 
safety regulator, the Government has also introduced 

Government of India attaches highest importance to 
ensuring that the use of nuclear energy in the country 
meets the highest safety standards. Following the 
Fukushima (Japan) incident, the Central Government 
decided to take up safety reviews of the existing 
nuclear power plants. Accordingly, Nuclear Power 
Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) constituted task 
forces which reviewed the safety of the existing 
nuclear power plants in operation and under 
construction. In parallel, the Atomic Energy Regulatory 
Board (AERB) also constituted a high level committee 
to review safety of Indian nuclear power plants. The 
task forces of NPCIL and the AERB committee have 
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India's Internet users top 100 m in September 2011

schoolchildren (21 per cent), 
college children (27 per cent) 
and young men (27 per cent) in 
the 21-35 age group accounting 
for 75 per cent of urban Internet 
usage. Among India's cities, 
Mumbai (6.2 million) had the 
highest number of active 
Internet users, followed by 
Delhi/NCR (5 million), Kolkata 
(2.4 million) and Chennai (2.2 
million). IT city Bangalore with 
1.7 million had the same number 
of users as Ahmadabad, while 
Hyderabad (1.8 million) had 
marginally higher users. 

USA looking for more 
Indian FDI

According to Barry E A Johnson, 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
SelectUSA, the US is eyeing 

more Foreign Direct Investment from India, which has 
already put in USD 7 billion in the country. Established 
in June this year, SelectUSA is a government-wide 
initiative within the US Department of Commerce to 
encourage, facilitate and accelerate business 
investments by both domestic and foreign firms in the 
country.

"Current Indian FDI is USD 7 billion and it is 27th 
among all the source countries that have invested in 
the USA and we look forward to attracting as much as 
possible," Johnson said when asked if they had set 
any target for Indian investments. Besides, Johnson 
said that considering India's size, potential and pace of 
development, there was "huge room for improvement”. 
There was an overall focus on attracting industries and 
products with high-growth prospects, he said, adding 
foreign investment would be a "huge plus" to both the 
US and the countries the investments came from.

(Courtesy: www.financialexpress.com)

A survey on Internet usage by the 
Internet and Mobile Association of 
India (IAMAI) and IMRB of users in 
urban and rural India has found that 
India's Internet users crossed 100 
million in September 2011, making 
it the third biggest globally after 
China and the United States. It was 
a growth of 13 per cent against last 
year and at this rate of growth, the 
country is poised to touch 121 
million users by December 2011.  
India is adding 5 to 7 milliion 
Internet users every month, 
increasingly in small-town India 
and among the less wealthy.

At the current pace, the country will 
over-take the United States in less 
than two years,  the  s tudy 
projected.

The study has found that among 
the active Internet users in urban India — active 
implies users who had used the Internet at least once 
in the last one month — 89 per cent of the 28 million 
active users in 30 cities used the Internet primarily for 
e-mail, followed by 71 per cent for social networking 
and visiting Web sites.  Music, videos and photos 
came at the low end, with just 49 per cent usage. But 
this was the top usage (46 per cent) in rural India. 

Urban occurrence 

Commenting on this, Dr Subho Ray, President of 
IAMAI, said Internet usage in urban areas had more to 
do with business-related communication. “This is one 
of the key reasons for high usage for e-mails. Also we 
need to keep in mind that while on the move people 
use the Internet to access or respond to emails more 
than chatting or accessing social networking sites,”. 
The survey also found that the youth was driving the 
usage of the Internet in the country, with 

the Nuclear Safety Regulatory Authority (NSRA) Bill.

The project at Kudankulam in Tamilnadu is being set 
up in technical cooperation with the Russian 
Federation. The project construction started in 2002 
and has reached the commissioning stage. While 
there was no opposition to the project all along, during 
the “hotrun” and testing of systems, noise from steam 
discharge appear to have created fears amongst the 
local people. This was compounded by the emergency 
preparedness drill at the site and neighbouring areas 
t o  m e e t  r e g u l a t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  b e f o r e  
commissioning. These fears were heightened in view 
of the Fukushima(Japan) incident. The fears were 

fuelled further by misinformation spread by anti nuke 
activists.

An Expert Group of 15 specialists have been 
constituted comprising renowned academicians, 
scientists, doctors and engineers to interact with the 
officials of the state government and spokespersons of 
the people in the neighbourhood of Kudankulam. The 
expert group has already had two meetings with the 
spokespersons of the local people and the nominees 
of the government of Tamilnadu. Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE) and Nuclear Power Corporation of India 
Limited (NPCIL) have enhanced public awareness 
and outreach programmes in the area around the plant 
to allay these fears.
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manpower base growing at an average of 9% annually. 
The industry has seen salary increments of around 
15% in the previous fiscal, with attrition rates shooting 
up to 20%, it shows.

Operating cost of R&D centres in India has gone up by 
9%, according to the study. Despite this, operating 
cost in India is still 25% lower than in China. MNC 
research centres in India saved a cumulative of $44 
billion for their parent organisation over the past three 
years.

“The increase in operating cost, beginning last year, 
will not dampen the investment mood. MNCs are 
looking at ramping up operations and continue to 
invest in value creation and innovation in India," says 
Z i n n ov  M a n a g e m e n t  C o n s u l t i n g  d i re c t o r  
Chandramouli CS.

Japanese corporations, for instance, are lining up 
major expansion plans for R&D in India. Car maker 
Maruti Suzuki has plans to increase its R&D 
manpower by over 20% to more than 1,300 in 2011-12 
as it looks to become the research hub for its parent 
Suzuki. Ranbaxy, the Indian arm of Japanese drug 
major Daiichi Sankyo, too plans to grow its generic 
medicine research unit in India comprising 1,300 
employees.

Japanese electronic giant, Panasonic, invested in its 
first R&D centre in India this year. The company is 
facing a talent scarcity and plans to work with Indian 
universities and companies to collaborate as well as to 
ease this problem. Panasonic plans to make its Indian 
research a hub for emerging markets.

(Courtesy: The Economic Times, Writankar Mukherjee)

Land of billion opportunities, not billion problems: Mukesh

In a panel discussion at the India Economic Summit 
2011, organised by the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Mr Mukesh Ambani, Chairman and Managing 
Director, Reliance Industries Ltd. said that India is a 
land of billion opportunities and not billion problems. 

Ready to take-off -In spite of the grim situation that the 
world is facing, India is now at a stage where it is ready 
to take-off on the back of a young population and high-
level of entrepreneurship, which is the differentiating 
factor in the world, emphasised Mr Ambani, who was 

In big shift, all R& D roads leads to India

Early this year, when Samsung's software research 
base in India emerged as the company's largest in 
terms of manpower outside its home in Korea, it was a 
testament that the electronics giant was much more 
interested in India than just growing sales. Today, 
Samsung's two research centres in Bangalore and 
New Delhi are working on global projects.

The company employs 5,500 for research and plans to 
hire another 1,100 techies next year. And, it wants to 
grow its headcount at a similar pace year on year. "The 
immense intellectual power that India possesses 
makes it a perfect destination for carrying out research 
activities from the standpoint of technology and 
innovation," says Samsung's president and CEO (SW 
Asia) JS Shin.

The Samsung story is another example of India's 
growing prowess in the global R&D field. With India 
becoming a destination of choice due to its cost 
competitiveness, hiring by multinational companies is 
at an all-time high. There is a literal talent war for 
engineers and technical professionals.

At a time when companies across sectors are cautious 
on hiring and salary hikes, R&D centres are hiring talent 
at a premium and going in for salary hikes to retain 
them. So much so, that companies are disregarding the 
subsequent rise in operating cost. Hiring has touched 
its peak in FY11, when recruitment went up by 28% 
over last year. It is expected to grow by 15% this fiscal, 
according to a recent study by management 
consultancy Zinnov.

The study shows more than two lakh engineers are 
currently employed in Indian R&D centres, with the 
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India wins "World's Leading Destination" award

aspects of the changes that have happened in the last 
two decades,” explained Mr Ambani.

leadership development - The private sector is playing 
a significant role in the economy with bottoms-up 
entrepreneurship that is driven on the strength of 
‘young' people. Underscoring the fact that corporates 
are fast adopting the shared value concept, the 
Reliance chief said most of corporate India is transiting 
to create shared value for the society rather than only 
for the shareholders.

On leadership development, he observed that it has to 
reflect our demographics. “We have had a history 
where we think that responsible jobs can only be done 
by 60 year olds. I think we are fast moving towards a 
situation where a 40-year-old can take on more 
responsibility and perform better. That mindset 
change is happening as India is going to become 
younger in the next two decades.”

On governance, Mr Ambani averred that a dramatic 
shift in governance is happening in the corporate 
sector. Governance systems, he felt, must ultimately 
deliver goods and services for common people.

(Courtesy: The Hindu, Business Line)

two months of their first visit. The 
issue was being ``resolved’’. Mr 
Sahai said the aim was to increase 
India’s share in the International 
Tourist Arrivals from the present 0.6 
per cent to 1 per cent –one billion 
travellers--- by the end of 2016.

"Tourism sector is going to be recognised as the 
infrastructure sector. We need two million hotel rooms 
if we are going to add five million tourists. The 
infrastructure will be developed by the central and 
state Governments on the private-public participation 
model," he said. On the situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir, he said 1.6 million people had visited the 
valley this year and before the season ends it will touch 
2 million.

(Courtesy: The Hindu : Hasan Suroor)

ranked ninth in the Forbes 2011 list of world's 
billionaires. Pointing out that in the last two decades, 
the energy of all sections of the Indian society has 
been unleashed to build a new India, the Reliance 
chief said, “in the last 20 years, we (the country) have 
built a foundation on which we can catapult India and 
give a higher quality of living to all.”

Today, India is roughly at $1,000 per capita. In the last 
20 years, the country has added a trillion dollars of 
output. An estimated 150 million people have come out 
of poverty, he added. “Earlier, it was the Government 
which had to move the economy. Now, we have moved 
away from this scenario, with the Government fast 
becoming a facilitator. This is one of the most satisfying 

India,  on November 8,  won 
recognition as the "World's Leading 
Destination" at the World Travel 
Market 2011. It also bagged the 
"World's Leading Tourist Board" 
award. Union Tourism Minister 
Subodh Kant Sahai, who received 
the awards from Graham E. Cooke, 
president and founder of World Travel Awards, said five 
million tourists had already visited India this year so far 
and the target was to attract another five million over 
the next two or three years. This would help generate 
25 million additional jobs. 

He said though India started late in developing tourism 
it was determined to make it a success. Efforts to boost 
tourism included a move to remove visa restrictions 
that barred tourists from revisiting the country within 
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India are increasingly pitching for locations to 
producers and directors in India offering incentives 
ranging from tax rebate, free stays, visa facilitation, 
and in certain cases, they even bear the cost of 
production." Many recent Bollywood blockbusters 
have been shot in foreign locales: Zoya Akhtar's 
Zindagi Na Milege Dobara showed Spain extensively. 
Aditya Chopra's EK Tha Tiger, starring Salman Khan, 
has been filmed in five different countries, including 
Ireland and South Africa, while Shah Rukh Khan-
starrer Don has been shot in Germany.

Early this year, Spain Tourism received 600,000 
enquiries from India after the release of Zindagi Naa 
Milegi Dobara. One of the film's sequences was shot at 
the famous Tomatino festival, which prompted 
travellers from India to visit Spain. The Spain Tourism 
Board spent about half a million on marketing 
campaigns using Zindagi... clips. According to the 
Board, the number of visas issued to Indians, after the 
movie, went up 50-60%. ill June this year (before the 
movie was released in July), 46,000 Indians had 
visited Spain. "That number has multiplied after 
ZNMD," said Madhu Salyankar, marketing head of 
Spain Tourism Board. "We offer facilitation with visas, 
discounts for hotel stays and travel, VAT refund of 
about 18% as well as faster approvals and other such 
sops," he added.

Typically, most countries offer tax sops in the form of 
VAT refund ranging from 10-20%, depending on the 
location and the amount of budget spent on the 
location. 

(Courtesy:Economic Times : Meenakshi Verma Ambwani)

You may not have looked up 
Prague in the Lonely Planet 
guide for your holidays all 
these years, but may be 
tempted to book-mark it after 
watching the recent ly-
released Bollywood flick, 
Rockstar.

The movie's director Imtiaz 
Ali had the 1,100-year-old 
Czech capital in mind for the 
shoot, for its Gothic and 
Renaissance era grandeur, 
but it helped that the Czech 

Tourism Board was offering tax sops if the film was shot 
in its scenic cities. "We offer up to 20% rebate to 
filmmakers on their payments, to both individuals and 
companies," said Radka Neumannova, India director 
of Czech Tourism, as she stresses on the need to make 
the Czech Republic visible through Bollywood films. 
"In India, cinema is such a strong media and 
communication platform..." 

Tourism boards of many countries, like Switzerland, 
have in the past used Bollywood to showcase itself as 
a destination to high-spending Indian traveller. But the 
trend is taken off in a big way now, with Indians getting 
richer, and many of them going abroad during their 
holidays. According to one survey, the number of 
Indians travelling abroad is growing 20% year-on-year 
and they rank among the top five spenders globally. 

Bollywood director-producer Vipul Shah, who had 
shot movies in the UK, said: "Foreign tourism boards in 

Indian Grand Prix, a job well done

over the years.

The facility built by a corporate that overcame massive 
odds, not to speak of the usual skepticism, is 
something the country can be justifiably proud of. Of 
more significance is that it has paved the way for 
motorsport in India to move to the next level. The very 
fact that a clutch of Indians racing in the two support 
races, even got to drive on a full-fledged Formula One 
track and on a Grand Prix weekend in itself was a huge 
plus, for they would have gained immensely by the 
experience.

For Indian motorsport, the hard work begins now and 
the eyes would be on the Federation of Motor Sports 
Clubs of India (FMSCI) to build on the resounding 
success of the October 28-30 weekend that will go 
down as a historic and epochal moment in the 
country’s racing history.

If anything, the inaugural Formula One Indian Grand 
Prix at Greater NOIDA on Sunday, October 30 gave 
birth to a new culture of motorsport in a country that 
otherwise is obsessed with cricket, Bollywood and of 
course, politics.

For sure, promoters Jaypee Group and the Buddh 
International Circuit felt the birth pangs, but the new 
born appears healthy and a bundle of joy. From here 
on, the future of this “child” is dependent on those 
responsible for it - the Indian motorsports honchos. 

BIC is comparable to some of the best Formula One 
tracks in the World. The Hermann Tilke-designed 5.14 
Kms long circuit marked by an undulating 1.2 Kms 
straight and the driver’s delight of a ‘Parabolica’ (turns 
10 through 12), has tremendous potential to become 
the very best and as double World champion 
Fernando Alonso remarked, the BIC can get better 

Bollywood plays lead in global tourism promos
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T h e  d r i v e r s  w h o  
entertained the fans over 
t h r e e  d a y s  h a v e  a l l  
endorsed the circuit even 
though there are shades of 
S e p a n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Circuit in the BIC layout, but 
that is an issue hardly worth 
a debate, for overall, the 
Indian Grand Prix was an 
unqualified success. The 
promoters and organisers 
have another year to build 
further on the edifice while 
India, and specifically New 
Delhi, like other Formula 
One venues, will ease into 
the world of Grand Prix 
racing.

(Courtesy:Daily News & Analysis 

: IANS)

And when Sebastian Vettel brought home his Red Bull 
car while completing his third career treble of Pole, 
Fastest Lap and Win, the country would have heaved a 
collective sigh of relief that the event passed off 
smoothly in front of an estimated global television 
audience of 500 million besides the capacity 1.2 lakh 
spectators at the venue.There may have been glitches 
in the lead up to the race weekend, but certainly, there 
was no doubting the commitment on part of the 
promoters who surmounted last minute hassles.  It 
stands to reason that the Indian Grand Prix can only 
get better. The dust factor that added a few creases of 
worry is sure to be addressed and once the facility 
develops over the years, there is every possibility that 
India will become a favourite Formula One destination.

10th Pravasi Bharathiya Divas from 7 to 9 January, 2012 in Jaipur, Rajasthan

P B D  2 0 1 2  w i l l  b e  
inaugurated by the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister of India. 
Hon'ble President of India 
will deliver the Valedictory 
Address. The PBD 2012 
sessions wi l l  include 
meaningful discussions 
related to development 
issues such as health, 
education, youth and 
inclusive growth. The PBD 
sessions will also include 
an opportunity to address 
issues and concerns of the 
o v e r s e a s  I n d i a n  
community.

This year,seminars will be 
h e l d  o n  ' S o l a r  
energy:Investment and 

R&D' and 'Water:Social Entrepreneurship'. This effort 
is to have a more meaningful and interactive event that 
would address the issues and concerns of overseas 

Indians.

P B D  w e b s i t e  
www.pbdindia.org may be 
surfed for the programme 
u p d a t e s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
procedure and for any other 
r e l a t e d  d e t a i l s  l i k e  
accommodation and travel.

The Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), 
Government of India in partnership with the 
Government of Rajasthan and the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) as the Institutional Partner is 
organizing the 10th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
Convention(PBD 2012) from 7-9 January, 2012 in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan.

PBD Conventions provide the largest platform to 
Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Non-Resident 
Indians (NRIs) for exchange of views and networking 
on matters of common interest.



Invitation for Project Proposals 

The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to foster India - Sri Lanka relations through 

the enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation and to promote 

greater understanding between the people of the two countries.

The India-Sri Lanka Foundation invites project proposals, which will assist to enhance bilateral 

relations between India and Sri Lanka, in the thrust areas of Education, including short-term 

teaching/technical training assignments for faculty members, Art & Culture, Archaeological 

Studies, Agricultural Research, Science & Technology, Information Technology, Health, including 

short-term teaching/technical training assignments, Development Studies and Gender Studies.

Under the above thrust areas, proposals could be submitted for research projects and other 

educational activities at recognised institutions of learning located in India and in Sri Lanka, visits 

and exchanges involving students, scholars, academics, artists, professionals and performing 

artistes, to participate in conference/seminar, symposia, art exhibition, film festival, cultural events 

and training workshops etc, publication of research works on India-Sri Lanka relations in the 

specified fields and translating literary works in Indian languages to Sri Lankan languages and 

publishing them, and vice-versa.

Individuals, Institutions and Groups are welcome to submit proposals aimed at developing India-Sri 

Lanka Relations, which would be considered by the Board of Directors at the Meeting to be held 

during February, 2012. It has been observed that the proposals generally approved in the past by 

the ISLF Board of Directors were up to SLR 7 lakhs.

A duly filled application form which could be downloaded from the High Commission of India 

website (www.hcicolombo.org) along with the proposal may be forwarded to our address given 

below to reach us by January 15, 2012.

INDIA-SRI LANKA FOUNDATION

C/o. High Commission of India

36-38, Galle Road, Colombo 3 

Phone: +94 11 2389924

E-mail: islfcolombo@gmail.com



Inaugural India - Sri Lanka Foundation

Public Lecture Series 

Talks by Ambassador 

Shyam Saran

Ambassador Shyam Saran delivering lecture 

at University of Jaffna

Ambassador Shyam Saran 

Senior Minister,  Prof. G.L. P eris, External Affairs 

Minister, The High Commissioner H.E. Ashok K. 

Kantha and Mr. Rajah Kuruppu, Chairman at BCIS
Dr. Sarath Amunugama,     

i

Dr. Sarath Amunugama, 

 lighting the traditional lamp
Senior Minister

Prof. G.L. Peiris, External Affairs Minister 

addressing the gathering

Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Senior Minister 

addressing the gathering

View of the Audience at Ruhunu University, Matara

Prof. G.L. Peiris, External Affairs Minister

 lighting the traditional lamp

Ambassador Shyam Saran lighting the 

traditional lamp
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