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Republic Day at India House.
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nd 62 Republic Day  Celebrations in Colombo

The High Commission of  India and the Indian 
expatriate community in Sri Lanka celebrated the 62nd 
Republic Day of  India on Wednesday, 26th January, 2011 
at India House in Colombo. High Commissioner Ashok 
K. Kantha unfurled the National Flag, which was 
followed by a rendering of  the National Anthem. The 
High Commissioner inspected a Guard of  Honour 
presented by the BSF contingent and read out excerpts 
from the Address to the Nation on the eve of  Republic 
Day by the President of  India, Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh 
Patil.

The High Commissioner also conveyed his greetings on 
this occasion to the citizens of  Sri Lanka and noted the 
progress in implementation of  the significant bilateral 
initiatives that had been agreed following the state visit 
to India in June 2010 of  H.E. President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa and the subsequent visit to Sri Lanka of  
Hon’ble Minister of  External Affairs, Shri S.M. Krishna, 
in November 2010.

A brief  cultural programme organized by the Indian 

Cultural performance by the students of  the Indian Cultural Centre.

High Commissioner laying wreath at the IPKF Memorial  

Cultural Centre followed. Its highlights were singing of  
patriotic songs and Kathak dance performances by the 
students of  the Indian Cultural Centre.   Subsequently, 
the High Commissioner of  India and other officials of  
the High Commission paid their respects to the memory 
of  fallen soldiers of  the Indian Peace Keeping Force 
(IPKF) in a solemn ceremony at the IPKF memorial in 
Colombo.

On the occasion of  the 62nd Republic Day of  India, 
P.S.V Natyasnagam, a Kathakali dance troupe from 
Kottakal ,  Kerela presented a performance 
“Nalacharitam” at Ananda College auditorium on the 
evening of  25th January.  The Kathakali troupe, 
sponsored by the Indian Council of  Cultural Relations 
(ICCR), is visiting Sri Lanka under the aegis of  the 
Programme of  Cultural Cooperation between India and 
Sri Lanka for 2010-2013.  It  also performed  at Galle, 
Matara and Jaffna.

High Commissioner inspecting the Guard of  Honour presented by the BSF contingent 
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On the occasion of  the 62nd Republic Day of  India, I 

extend my greetings and best wishes to my fellow 

citizens of  India and to the people and the government 

of  the Democratic Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka.

The last year has been an eventful one for India. While 

the Indian economy had held its own in a recession-

affected 2009, its performance in the just concluded year 

has shown why it is considered to be one of  the most 

promising economic performers in the coming decades. 

The economy has resumed its high growth trajectory 

and is expected to grow at a rate of  around 9% during 

the current financial year. We have espoused an 

economic model that targets rapid GDP growth with 

inclusive development. Today, India is universally 

expected to be one of  the key engines of  global growth. 

Its economic momentum has become self-sustaining; 

yet, there is a long way to go. 

In October 2010, India was elected to a non-permanent 

seat on the UN Security Council for 2011-2012 by 

obtaining the highest number of  votes in the election.  

The election reaffirmed India’s role as a responsible 

member of  the comity of  nations and as a force of  

moderation, reason and stability. The vibrancy of  our 

democracy, our commitment to pluralism and 

secularism and the strength of  our economy are 

acknowledged by the international community and are 

vital pillars of  our magnificently diverse country.  

The year also saw visits to India by the Heads of  State or 

Government of  all countries that are permanent 

members of  the United Nations Security Council, 

marking a further recognition of  India’s role in global 

affairs and its significance as an engine of  economic 

growth. 

Among the most important visits we had last year, 

however, was the landmark State visit in June of  His 

Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of  Sri Lanka, 

which gave a marked fillip to the rapidly developing 

relationship between India and Sri Lanka. The visit set 

out a forward-looking and comprehensive agenda for 

bilateral engagement, which was reflected in the Joint 

Declaration released on June 9, 2010. Anchored in 

shared civilisational bonds, common interests and 

extensive people-to-people links, our relationship has 

matured and diversified with the passage of  time, 

encompassing all areas of  contemporary relevance, 

including trade and investment, development 

cooperation, science and technology, culture, education, 

security and defence. The scope for a mutually beneficial 

partnership between us is truly limitless and there is so 

much more we can do.

After the conclusion of  armed conflict in Sri Lanka and 

with strong economic recovery on the horizon, our two 

countries have an excellent opportunity to realize the full 

potential of  bilateral relations. India’s growth trajectory, 

population and consumer base is an opportunity and a 

market for goods and services throughout the world, 

including for Sri Lanka, which can take full advantage of  

its strategic location next to a market of  a billion 

consumers and be a preferred partner for India in the 

quest for shared prosperity.  The India-Sri Lanka Free 

Trade Agreement has yielded positive dividends over the 

past decade. Discussions on a comprehensive 

framework for enhanced economic cooperation are now 

underway and I have no doubt that the coming year will 

see the fruition of  these efforts to the mutual benefit of  

both our countries.  

The year also saw the resumption of  India-Sri Lanka 

dialogue in the framework of  the Joint Commission.  

The Hon’ble Minister of  External Affairs of  India, Mr. 

S.M. Krishna, visited Sri Lanka in November to co-chair 

the 7th Joint Commission meeting.  He witnessed the 

signature of  an agreement for the utilization of  $416 

million in lines of  credit offered by India for railway 

projects in Northern Sri Lanka and participated in the 

inauguration of  the work on these projects. The Minister 

also inaugurated a pilot project for the construction of  

1000 houses for displaced persons as part of  India’s 

High Commissioner’s Message on the Occasion of  
India’s 62nd Republic Day
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commitment to construct 50,000 houses in North, 

Eastern and Central Sri Lanka. The visit also saw the 

inauguration of  the Consulates General of  India at 

Jaffna and Hambantota with a view to intensifying 

people-to-people contacts.  

We were also honoured by the presence of  His 

Excellency the President of  Sri Lanka at the closing 

ceremony of  the Commonwealth Games held in Delhi 

in October 2010. In a few days from now, Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka and India are jointly hosting the ICC Cricket 

World Cup and I am confident that this too will be a 

great success. 

The past year witnessed several other high-level official 

visits in both directions. In the coming year, we look 

forward to maintaining the frequency of  such exchanges 

between our two countries. Our aim should be to put in 

place a comprehensive partnership, which is to our 

mutual benefit. Indeed, we are well-placed today to take 

our bilateral relations to a new level. We look forward to 

working towards this. 

India and Sri Lanka are making conscious efforts to 

reinforce connectivity in order to support more 

intensive exchanges in diverse fields. Earlier this month, 

both countries signed an MoU facilitating the 

resumption of  ferry services between Colombo and 

Tuticorin and between Talaimannar and Rameswaram.  

An agreement to conduct a feasibility study for the inter-

connection of  the Indian and Sri Lankan electricity grids 

has already been signed and work on the study has 

started. 

India and Sri Lanka, with their shared heritage of  

Buddhism, have agreed that the 2600th year of  the 

attainment of  enlightenment by Lord Buddha will be 

commemorated through joint activities. As part of  this 

endeavour, the Government of  India has commissioned 

a 16 feet high idol of  Lord Buddha in the Sarnath style, 

which will be installed at the entrance of  the 

International Buddhist Museum complex in Sri Dalada 

Maligawa in Kandy, Sri Lanka. India is also establishing 

an Indian Gallery at the International Buddhist Museum 

and organizing an International Buddhist Conference in 

March 2011 in Kandy with the support of  the concerned 

Sri Lankan authorities.

Another important event which will be commemorated 

jointly by us in 2011 is the 150th birth anniversary of  

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. I am thankful to the 

Government of  Sri Lanka for agreeing to release a 

special postal stamp to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of  this great son of  Asia who played an 

important role in the cultural renaissance of  India and 

Sri Lanka. 

India has always been committed to the unity, 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of  Sri Lanka and to 

the restoration of  lasting peace through national 

reconciliation. It is our hope that the vision and 

leadership that brought about an end to armed conflict 

in Sri Lanka will now be employed in the quest for a 

political process resulting in national reconciliation 

among all the communities of  Sri Lanka. India believes 

that there is today a historic opportunity for the people 

and leadership of  Sri Lanka to address all outstanding 

issues in a spirit of  understanding and mutual 

accommodation. We will continue to support initiatives 

to heal the wounds of  the past and to build a caring 

society which ensures a life of  equality and dignity to all 

its citizens.  As Sri Lanka perseveres in this nation-

building exercise, the Government of  India will 

continue to assist in its efforts to restore the social, 

educational, economic and cultural infrastructure of  the 

affected areas.

As we enter 2011, we look back with pride on 2010 and 

all our achievements in the arena of  bilateral relations.  I 

have no doubt that in the coming year, our historic and 

strong links with Sri Lanka will continue to serve as the 

keystone for an increasingly close and mutually 

beneficial partnership in the years ahead.

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha felicitating H.E. the President of  Sri 
Lanka Mahinda Rajapaksa at a luncheon hosted by the President after swearing 
in ceremony for his 2nd term held in Colombo on 19 November.
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On the occasion of  62nd Republic Day of  India, the 

High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, 

hosted a reception at India House in the evening of  26th 

January, 2011. Senior Minister of  Good Governance & 

Infrastructure of  the Government of  the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka, Hon’ble Mr. Ratnasiri 

Wickremenayake was the Chief  Guest. The reception 

was attended by a number of  Ministers, Members of  

Parliament, members of  the diplomatic corps, members 

of  Provincial Councils, eminent personalities from the 

field of  business, defence, security, culture, cinema, 

theatre, etc.

The official ceremony started with the playing of  the 

National Anthems of  Sri Lanka and India. It was 

followed by remarks by the High Commissioner who 

also raised a toast to His Excellency the President of  Sri 

Lanka, the health, happiness and prosperity of  the 

people of  Sri Lanka and the continued development of  

strong fraternal ties between India and Sri Lanka. In his 

remarks at the reception, High Commissioner Kantha 

emphasized that the bilateral cooperation with Sri Lanka 

was expanding in an all-round manner in the areas of  

trade and investment, culture and science, education, 

security and defence and, above all, people-to-people 

exchanges.  The High Commissioner also underlined 

that India has always been committed to the unity, 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of  Sri Lanka and to 

the restoration of  lasting peace through national 

reconciliation and that it would continue to support 

initiatives to heal the wounds of  the past and to build a 

caring society, which ensures a life of  equality and 

dignity to all its citizens. 

The Chief  Guest, Hon’ble Senior Minister Ratnasiri 

Wickremenayake also addressed the gathering and 

raised a toast to the friendship between India and Sri 

Lanka. The visiting Kathakali troupe from India then 

presented a brief  performance for the gathering.

Chief  Guest and the High Commissioner raising the toast.

High Commissioner with Defence Secretary Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa Kathakali performance by visiting ICCR sponsored troupe.

Reception hosted by the High Commissioner on the occasion of  
62nd Republic Day
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Hon’ble Namal Rajapaksa, M.P. at the reception hosted by Indian 
Consul General K. Mohanakumaran in Hambantota

The Chief  Guest, Hon’ble Governor of  Southern Province, Kumari 
Balasooriya  lighting the lamp at the reception hosted by Indian Consul 
General in Hambantota to celebrate the 62nd Republic Day of  India

7

Republic Day  celebrations by the Consulates General of  India

Chief  Guest Hon’ble GA Chandrasiri, Governor, Northern Province and Consul 
General, V. Mahalingam raising a toast at the Republic Day reception in Jaffna.

Consul General V. Mahalingam reading out President’s message at the 62nd 
Republic Day Celebrations in Jaffna.

Chief  Guest Smt. Anushiya Sivaraja, Minister of  Industries & Tamil 
Education, Central Province lighting the ceremonial lamp at a cultural event hosted 
aat the Assistant High Commissioner of  India in Kandy, Mr. R. K. Mishra, on 

ndthe occation of  India’s 62  Republic Day.

Dance troupes from Kandy, Matale and Yatiyantota  performing at the event in Kandy
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Joint Statement issued during the visit of  Smt Nirupama 
Rao, Foreign Secretary of  India to Sri Lanka (30-31 Janaury 2011)

Foreign Secretary of  India, Smt. Nirupama Rao calling on the President 
of  Sri Lanka H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa (31 January, 2011) 

Foreign Secretary of  India Smt. Nirupama Rao with the Foreign 
Minister of  Sri Lanka Prof. G.L. Peiris (31 January, 2011)

The Foreign Secretary of  India, Mrs. Nirupama Rao, 
visited Sri Lanka on 30-31 January 2011.  During her 
visit, she called on His Excellency President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa and the Hon’ble Minister of  External Affairs, 
Prof. G.L. Peiris, on 31st January 2011.  She also met 
Secretary to the President Mr. Lalith Weeratunga, 
Defence Secretary Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa and 
External Affairs Secretary Mr. C.R. Jayasinghe.
 
During the discussions, Foreign Secretary Rao 
expressed the deep concern of  the Government of  
India at the recent violent incidents in the waters 
between India and Sri Lanka, which had resulted in the 
tragic death of  two Indian fishermen.  She stressed that 
these incidents should be fully investigated and all steps 
taken to prevent their recurrence in future.  The Sri 
Lanka authorities emphasized in this regard that it is the 
consistent policy of  Sri Lanka to treat in  a humanitarian 
manner all fishermen, including those from the Indian 
fishing community, who cross into Sri Lanka waters.  
Given the very close bilateral relationship between the 
two countries, any development which impacts on the 
wellbeing of  the Indian fishing community pursuing 
their livelihoods in the waters between the two 
countries, is of  the utmost concern to Sri Lanka.  The 
Government of  Sri Lanka is therefore committed to 
ascertaining the facts behind the incidents.  While 
continuing with further inquiries, the Sri Lankan 
authorities have requested that additional information 
be made available by the Indian side.  Both sides agreed 
that the use of  force cannot be justified under any 
circumstances. 

 
The two sides noted that the Joint Statement on Fishing 
Arrangements of  26th October 2008, which had put in 
place practical arrangements to deal with bona fide 
fishermen crossing the International Maritime 
Boundary Line (IMBL), had led to a decrease in 
incidents.  They agreed on the need to discuss 
arrangements based on the current situation so as to 
strengthen the safety and security of  the fishermen.
 
Accordingly, it was decided that the next meeting of  the 
Joint Working Group on Fishing would be convened at 
an early date, which would, inter-alia, address various 
issues relating to fishing by the two sides.  The Joint 
Working Group would also address the proposed 
Memorandum of  Understanding on development and 
cooperation in the field of  fisheries.  It was decided as 
well to enhance and promote contacts between the 
fishermen’s associations on both sides, since such 
contacts have proved to be mutually beneficial.

Foreign Secretary Smt. Nirupama Rao lighting a lamp at a function in 
Jaffna where consignments of  Indian assistance were distributed to 
recently resettled IDPs (31 August 2010)
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Following the recent flooding due to heavy rains in Sri 

Lanka, the Government of  India responded to a request 

from the Government of  Sri Lanka to send urgent relief  

assistance for people who have been displaced or 

affected due to this natural calamity.

The Government of  India accordingly announced a 

relief  package of  $1 million, consisting of  dry rations 

(sugar, pulses, salt and some condiments), Meals Ready 

to Eat, malted food, blankets, mattresses, bed sheets, 

and water purification kits & tablets. An Indian Air 

Force aircraft arrived in Colombo on 14th January 2011 

with the first consignment of  about 25 tonnes of  this 

assistance. The consignment was symbolically handed 

over at the Banadaranaike International Airport by the 

High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, to 

Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of  Economic 

Development of  the Government of  Sri Lanka. Also 

present on the occasion were the Minister of  Disaster 

Management, Hon’ble Mahinda Amaraweera and the 

Deputy Minister of  Disaster Management, Hon’ble 

Duleep Wijesekara, together with other senior officers 

of  the Government of  Sri Lanka.

Speaking on the occasion, Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa 

thanked the Government and the people of  India for 

rushing this assistance to Sri Lanka at such short notice. 

He said that India was always the first to respond to Sri 

Lankan’s call for assistance. High Commissioner 

Kantha said that the assistance was a gesture of  

solidarity on the part of  the people and the Government 

of  India with the people and the Government of  Sri 

Lanka. He added that India stood ready to provide 

further help to meet this humanitarian challenge.

Distribution of  the relief  material received from India 

began on Saturday, 15 January 2011 in Batticaloa. High 

Commissioner of  India Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 

accompanied Minister of  Economic Development 

Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa to Batticaloa and participated 

in the distribution of  the first consignment of  Indian 

relief  material to flood affected people.  

High Commissioner of  India Mr. Ashok K. Kantha symbolically handed 
over the first consignment of  relief  material received from India to 
Hon’ble Minister of  Economic Development, Basil Rajapaksa on 14.01.2011

Hon’ble Minister of  Economic Development, Sri Lanka Basil Rajapaksa  
and High Commissioner of  India Mr. Ashok K. Kantha interacting with the 
crew of  the special air craft of  the Indian Airforce which bought the first 
consignment of  relief  material from India

An Indian Air Force aircraft arrived in Colombo on 17 

January with the second consignment of  about 30 

tonnes of  relief  assistance. The consignment, consisting 

of  dry rations (sugar and pulses), Meals Ready to Eat, 

milk powder, mattresses and water purification kits & 

tablets, was handed over to the Ministry of  Disaster 

Management, Government of  Sri Lanka.
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India Provides Relief  Assistance to Sri Lanka 
for Flood-Affected Persons
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Restoring the traditional links and connectivity between 
India and Sri Lanka  is an area that has received particular 
attention especially as, after the end of  the armed 
conflict, transport corridors in northern and eastern Sri 
Lanka are getting restored. The Government of  India is 
already implementing a programme for the 
rehabilitation of  the southern railway corridor destroyed 
during the tsunami in December 2004.  This is being 
implemented under a line of  credit of  US$ 167.4 million. 

More recently, the Government of  India has committed 
a line of  credit of  US$ 800 million for reconstruction of  
the entire railway infrastructure in northern Sri Lanka. 
This will include reconstruction of  Omanthai-Pallai, 
Medawachchiya-Madhu and Madhu-Talaimannar 
railway lines, construction of  a telecommunication and 
signaling system and supply of  rolling stock. The line of  
credit agreement for a value of  USD 416.39 million for 
funding the three projects was signed on 26 November, 
2010.  

In order to provide affordable means of  travel and 
improved connectivity between Batticaloa and 

Trincomalee, a project to provide for rail-bus service is 
under implementation. So far, four rail-bus units fully 
funded by Government of  India are in operation and the 
last unit is ready to be handed over soon. 

In the road transport sector, the Government of  India 
has implemented a scheme for supply of  buses to the 
Central Province to connect remote hilly areas with the 
main highways to enable movement of  people from far 
flung areas.  A total of  50 buses have been provided for 

this purpose last year.  In 
addition, a scheme to 
supply 55 buses to the 
Eas t e r n  P rov inc i a l  
Council, Urban Councils 
of  Jaffna and Vavunia 
and  to  soc i a l  and  
educational institutions 
w a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  
b e t w e e n  A u g u s t -
October 2010.  

 

  

India and Sri Lanka signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding on 7th January 2011 in the presence of  
H.E. Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of  Sri Lanka to 
start ferry services between Colombo and Tuticorin and 
Talaimannar and Rameswaram.  The resumption of  
ferry service will restore traditional links between the 
two countries and further enhance people to people 
contact. Both countries are taking immediate steps to 
start a passenger ferry service between Colombo and 

Increasing People to People Connectivity

Inauguration of  Work for Upgradation of  Colombo-Matara Coastal line

The External Affairs Minister of  India, Shri S. M. Krishna with his counterpart, 
Prof. G. L. Peiris, unveiling the plaque at the inauguration of  works for the 
reconstruction of  railway project at Medawachchiya on 27 November 2010

Rail-bus gifted by India to Sri Lanka 
Railways.

High Commissioner, Shri Ashok K. Kantha handing over bus to a school in 
Puttlam in presence of Hon. Rishard Badurdeen, Minister of Industries
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Increasing People to People Connectivity

Tuticorin where the necessary infrastructure is already in 
place. For this purpose, a Joint Committee Meeting met 
on 10-11 January, 2011 in Colombo, during which 
officials from India and Sri Lanka discussed the 
modalities to start the service. The Shipping Corporation 
of  India has already received Expression of  Interest 
from potential ferry service operators in India and is 
examining them in order to finalise the grant of  a 
concession to operate ferry services between Tuticorin 
and Colombo, which could commence shortly.  

Services between Talaimannar and Rameshwaram will 
commence once the requisite infrastructure is put in 
place on both sides. An Indian company, IRCON, has 
already commenced survey work for this purpose to 

restore the damaged pier in Talaimannar.

The air-connectivity between the two countries has led 
to an increase in tourism between the two countries.  Sri 
Lankan Airlines is the largest foreign airline operating to 
India. It operates more than 100 flights per week.   

According to the Sri Lanka Tourist Development 
Authority, a total of  654,476 tourists visited Sri Lanka in 
2010. From India, a total of  126,882 tourists visited Sri 
Lanka in 2010, while in 2009, tourist arrivals from India 
to Sri Lanka numbered 83,634. This amounts to an 
increase of  51.2 %. 
 

Inauguration of  the Jaffna branch of  the Indian Bank

High Commissioner of  India, H.E. Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha and Governor of  Central Bank of  Sri Lanka 
Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal inaugurated the Jaffna 
branch of  the Indian Bank on 21 January, 2011. The 
Chairman & Managing Director of  Indian Bank Mr. T. 
M. Bhasin was also present during the ceremony. 

 Indian Bank has been in Sri Lanka since 1932. In 
Jaffna, the Bank is looking at self-help group based 
lending, especially to agriculture, diary, and fisheries, 

using a model which has been successful in India. 
The thrust and focus of  the Indian Bank in Jaffna is 
going to be micro finance and rural lending. 

 The opening of  the Jaffna Branch of  Indian Bank 
will help in revival of  industrial and economic 
activities in the Northern Province and will help in 
forging closer business links between our two 
countries. 

11
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High Commissioner of Indai, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha and Secretary of the Ministry of Ports & Highways, Mrs. Sujatha Cooray, signing MOU on Passenger Transporation by 
Sea on 7 January, 2011 in the presense of H. E. the President of Sri Lanka
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High Commissioner hands over medical equipments to 
Jaffna Teaching Hospital

High Commissioner of  India, H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 
handed over medical equipments to Jaffna Teaching Hospital 
on 21 January, 2011 in the presence of  Hon. Mathripala 
Sirisena, Minister of  Health of  Sri Lanka. The ceremony was 
attended by Major General G.A Chandrasiri, Governor of  
Northern Province and officials of  Ministry of  Health.  

On the request from Jaffna Teaching Hospital, the 
Government of  India agreed to upgrade the facilities at the 
Teaching Hospital in Jaffna. Under this project, modern 
equipment for the Intensive Care Unit, Eye Ward, and 
Operation Theater were supplied under Government of  India 
grant assistance. The total cost of  the project is SLR 112 
million.  

 Government of  India has taken several steps to assist in the 
on-going rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts in the 
Northern Province and would continue to work towards this 

important objective. Augmentation of  the health services 
available to the people of  Jaffna was an initiative to fulfill this 
objective

High Commissioner inaugurates Jaffna International 
Trade Fair (JITF)

High Commissioner of  India, H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, 
inaugurated the 2nd Jaffna International Trade Fair (JITF) on 
21 January, 2011.  The inauguration ceremony was attended 
by Major General G.A Chandrasiri, Governor of  Northern 
Province, Mr. Tissa Jayaweera, President, Federation of  
Chambers of  Commerce and Industry of  Sri Lanka 
(FCCISL) and officials from Northern Province. 

India was the partner country for the second consecutive year 
in the JIFT, which was organized by Lanka Exhibition and 
Conference Services (Pvt) Ltd in association with FCCISL 
and the Chamber of  Commerce and Industries of  
Yarlpanam, Jaffna. 

In this edition of  JIFT, more than 45 Indian companies 
participated under banner of  National Small Industrial 
Corporation (NSIC) and State of  Kerala. The Federation of  
Indian Chambers of  Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and 
National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) had 
also sent business delegations. The Indian companies 
showcased machinery, equipments and products for agro-
based industries, food processing industries and  for SME 
sectors.

Speaking on the occasion, the High Commissioner said that 
India and Sri Lanka share a special and close partnership. 
There was a special place in this relationship for age-old and 
time-tested bonds between the Jaffna peninsula of  Sri Lanka 
and India.  As the people of  Jaffna seek to resurrect their lives 
after years of  armed conflict, the Government and the people 
of  India remain committed to facilitate development in the 

region. As an indication of  the high priority attached to the 
region, India was the partner country for the second 
consecutive year. High Commissioner added that interest in 
Jaffna has been growing in the Indian business community 
and this is evident from participation of  large number of  
companies from India.

The Indian companies participated in the trade and 
investment seminar organized in parallel to the JIFT and had 
one to one meeting with potential Sri Lankan businessmen. 
It is hoped that Indian businesses which participated would 
forge meaningful business ties with local partners and 
contribute to larger Indian effort to assist in a return to 
normalcy in the area. 
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High Commissioner at Jaffna International Trade Fair

High Commissioner at the ceremony of handing over medical equipment at 
Jaffna Teaching Hospital.
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India-Sri Lanka Foundation launches
India-Sri Lanka Foundation Fellowship

The 26th Session of  the Board of  Directors of  the 

India-Sri Lanka Foundation was held in Colombo on 28 

January, 2011. The  session was co-chaired by the High 

Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. Kantha and the 

High Commissioner of  Sri Lanka in India, Mr. Prasad 

Kariyawasam, and was attended by members of  the 

Board, Mr. M. K. Rasgotra, Prof. P.V. Indiresan, Mr. 

Sunimal Fernando and Mr. Thirukumar Nadesan.

The Board of  Directors considered a number of  

proposals received by the Colombo Secretariat and the 

New Delhi Secretariat of  the India-Sri Lanka 

Foundation and approved proposals promoting 

understanding and cooperation between India and Sri 

Lanka in diverse fields such as education and culture, 

youth exchange and handicrafts, etc.

The Board of  Directors also decided to launch an India-

Sri Lanka Foundation Fellowship which will be offered 

to post-graduate students below the age of  35 years for 

upto one year of  research at reputed and recognized 

institutions, primarily in the area of  social sciences and 

fine arts. The Fellowship will offer a remuneration of  

INR 50,000 per month and return airfare. Both 

Colombo and New Delhi Secretariats will shortly invite 

nominations for the Fellowship.

The India-Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 

Memorandum of  Understanding between the 

Governments of  India and Sri Lanka in 1998 and is 

financed through revenues from a trust set up with 

grants made available by the two governments. The 

objectives of  the Foundation are to foster India-Sri 

Lanka relations through the enhancement of  economic, 

scientific, technical and cultural cooperation between 

India and Sri Lanka and to promote greater 

understanding between the people of  the two countries.

The programmes undertaken by the India-Sri Lanka 

Foundation include financing higher studies, research 

and other education activities at institutes of  learning 

facilitating visits and exchanges between India and Sri 

Lanka of  scholars, academic, professionals, artists, 

experts involved in areas of  activities covered by the 

foundation; assisting activities such as seminars, 

symposia, colloquia, and workshops on subjects of  

common interest; extending financial support to those 

non-governmental organizations both in India and Sri 

Lanka whose work facilittates achievement of  the 

objectives of  the Foundation and contributing towards 

publication of  standard works on India-Sri Lanka 

relations in specific fields.
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Undergraduate Indian Scholarships
 in Fine Arts 

(MUSIC/DANCE/PAINTING)

Applications are hereby invited for award of  undergraduate 
scholarships in Fine Arts (Music, Dance and Painting) by the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), New Delhi.

Applicants should be between the age of  20-25 years and 
possess a minimum of  three passes in GCE Advanced Level 
including “B” pass in the subject applied for e.g. Dance, 
Music or Art. In addition, they should have at least a simple 
pass in English language in GCE Ordinary Level. The 
application form can be obtained from the Indian Cultural 
Centre, No.16/2, Gregory’s Road, Colombo – 7 on 
weekdays between 9.30 am to 1.00 pm from 14th to 21st 
February 2011. The applicant should come in person to 
collect the forms.

Application forms duly filled in and supported by VCD or 
video cassettes and photographs should be handed over to 
the Indian Cultural Centre between 10.00 to 1.00 pm in 
person by 1.3.2011. The applicants must bring their 
certificates in original at the time of  submission of  their duly 
filled in forms. 

Candidates from upcountry areas may obtain applications 
forms and submit them to the office of  the Assistant High 
Commission of  India, Kandy.
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INDIA ON THE MOVE

India is the world’s second-fastest growing major economy, 
having clocked growth rates averaging 8.9% in the four 
years prior to the global financial crisis that began in 
September 2008. The Indian economy is now poised to 
resume its fast pace of  growth, recovering double-quick 
from the crisis-induced slowdown. India has done well in 
recovering growth momentum from the impact of  the 
unprecedented global financial crisis and other external 
shocks over the last two years. The GDP growth rate in the 
first half  of  2010-11 has touched 8.9% afer an average of  
7% in the last two years. The economy has become 
remarkably resilient to both external and domestic shocks. 
More importantly, the recovery has been broad based with 
agriculture, industry and services all contributing to the 
consolidation of  the growth process. Three straight 
quarters of  more than 8% growth hasraised expectations 
of  the 9% growth rate being achieved during the current 
financial year, as against the earlier estimate of  the target 
being achieved in the next financial year. As per the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates, India’s 
GDP growth would be more than 9%. The IMF's World 
Economic Outlook in October 2010 had underlined that 
India's industrial production and retail sales remained 
strong coupled with low reliance on exports, 
accommodative policies, and strong capital inflows, 
domestic activity was strengthened and supported growth 
and India's GDP would expand by 9.7% in 2010. 
Population growth having come down to 1.5% a year, 
India’s per capita income is growing at close to 7.5% a year, 
a rate that will allow it to more than double in ten years. This 
is a remarkable achievement in human history, with China’s 
example as the only precedent.

India’s emergence as a fast-growing trillion plus dollar 
economy has enormous significance for the rest of  the 
world. The remarkable thing about India’s rise is that it is 
mostly benign and perceived as such by much of  the world. 
It is also true that India faces numerous economic 
challenges. But India’s new prosperity is indeed trickling 
down to the bottom of  the pyramid. The government’s 
redistributive policies play a major role - direct tax 
collections (essentially, tax on personal and corporate 
incomes) have been growing at close to 30% a year, thanks 
to lower rates and better tax administration and the 
government has initiated sizeable rural development and 
employment schemes. 

Considerable emphasis is being given on infrastructure 
development and urban renewal. New national highways 
are being built across India, and this road building activity 
also drives growth in the rural areas. Indeed, highway 
projects have been a trigger for a state like Bihar, (one of  
India’s 28 states), to register growth in excess of  11% a year 
for five recent years. 

The Planning Commission pegs investment in physical 
infrastructure to be a cumulative $542 billion during the 
Eleventh Five Year Plan period of  2007/08-2011/12. And 
this is expected to go up further to $1,000 billion over the 
12th Five Year Plan 2012/13-2016/17. A steady rise in 
infrastructure investment is already visible. Infrastructure 
investment has moved up from 5.4% of  GDP in 2005/06 
to 7.5% of  GDP in 2009/10. The Planning Commission 
forecasts this figure to climb up to 8.4% of  GDP in 
2011/12. What is of  special interest to foreign investors is 
the ever more significant role of  private investment in 
building India’s infrastructure. The share of  the private 
structure in infrastructure investment has moved up from 
2.2% of  GDP in 2007/08 to 2.6% of  GDP in 2009/10 and 
is expected to touch 3.3% of  GDP by 2011/12.

No economy can sustain fast growth without undergoing 
accelerated urbanisation. The 2001 Census put India’s 
urban population at 28% of  the total. It probably has 
already moved past 31%. It is a safe bet to expect half  of  
India to live in towns by 2030, which means that over 230 
million additional town dwellers. The urban space that is 
required to accommodate these many additional people 
would be upwards of  20,000 sq km. While this is a great 

Mumbai-Worli sea link

Mumbai stock exchange
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policy challenge, there is little alternative but to build this 
required space, to house the fast growing sectors of  
industry and services. Building new towns as energy 
efficient, climate-friendly habitats, using mixed land use to 
minimise commute, extensive public transport, green 
building codes and green energy would be a policy 
challenge and a great investment opportunity. India allows 
100% FDI in building new townships. 

The UN estimates that India would contribute fully a 
quarter of  the addition to the world’s workforce over the 
next 10 years. India would produce 136 million workers, 
while China would contribute just 23 million. The main 
challenge for India would be to ensure that these young 
people are educated, skilled and productively employed. 
While school retention rates have gone up over the last five 
years, raising the quality of  education and increasing the 
proportion of  students to who go on to college would be 
major challenges. India’s education sector offers huge 
opportunities.

The government has been extremely keen to use public-
private-partnership (PPP) to build infrastructure. Thus, 
national highways, power plants and airports are being built 
under PPP at great speed. 

New Delhi’s latest international airport terminal, T3, one 
of  the largest in the world and the fastest built, stands as 
gleaming testimony to the efficacy of  the PPP framework. 

A national skill development programme is underway, with 
extensive collaboration between the government and the 
private sector.

Thanks essentially to a sustained rise in the demand for 
food, especially for superior food from rural households 
due to their additional purchasing power arising from 
enhanced transfers and new economic activity, India is also 
facing the challenge of  food inflation, in recent times. This 
is both a problem and an opportunity to raise farm output 
and boost farmer incomes. While agriculture now 
contributes less than 18% of  gross domestic output, it still 
employs a little more than half  the workforce

But is this growth sustainable? Such scepticism is 
commonplace, given the infrastructure deficits and 
shortages. But every such shortage is also a growth 
opportunity and India is putting in place a robust policy and 
regulatory framework that will allow each infrastructure 
sector to grow, as the spectacular growth of  telecom has 
shown. India’s tele-density now stands at over 50%, with the 
127-fold increase in the number of  mobile phone 
connections from roughly 5 million in 2001 to 635 million 
by mid-2010 leading the way. It is entirely feasible that other 
sectors would replicate telecom’s success story.

There is an under-appreciated side to India’s growth story. 
India saves a little more than one-third its output and invests 
that much and little bit more, drawing on global savings, to 
squeeze out 9% growth. Per unit of  capital, India produces 
far more output, thanks to two things: capital is 
unsubsidised and costly and this forces Indian companies to 
constantly innovate production processes and business 
models. India’s pharmaceutical industry’s cost efficiency 
might have its origins in the erstwhile process patent regime 
(now superceded by a TRIPS-compliant product patent 
regime), but its culture of  constantly improving its own 
process continues to pay dividends. Bharti Airtel created a 
new paradigm in the telecom industry by outsourcing its 
networks, customer service and much else, focusing on 
brand building and customer acquisition. Companies 
around the world have adopted the model now, including 
Sprint in the US. 

High rise buildings

Public-Private partnership- T3 arrival lounge- 
IGIA airport

India’s booming retail

India on the Move
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India’s exports are less than a quarter of  its GDP and net 
exports (exports less imports) are negative. This means that 
Indian producers depend mostly on the domestic market, 
making them, for the most part, less vulnerable to 
economic trouble abroad. The information technology 
sector, of  course, is a major exception.

India depends, again, for the most part on domestic savings 
for capital formation. Yet foreign capital inflows do play a 
significant role in the Indian economy: it stimulates the 
stock market, reduces the cost of  debt for large firms with 
access to global sources, feeds a veritable frenzy of  
entrepreneurship taking good advantage of  venture capital 
and private equity and, in general, meets the gap between 
investment and domestic financial savings (a large part of  
domestic household savings are in a physical form and not 
available for investment by anyone other than the saver 
concerned). India’s fast growth attracts a lot of  foreign 
capital. As significantly Indian industry’s outward 
investment, is also growing proportionately, with India for 
example, emerging as the second largest foreign investor in 
London.

India maintains control on foreign debt (total debt stock is 
roughly equal to total foreign currency assets), its debt 
service ratio is low (a healthy 5%), the share of  short term 
debt in total debt is about 18%, even as the share of  
concessional debt in the total has come down by half  to 
about 18% from the early years of  the decade. So, foreign 
creditors have little reason to be concerned by the recent 
widening of  India’s current account deficit, stubbornly 
below 2% of  GDP and even negative in the early part of  
the decade. 

India also regulates foreign investment in some crucial 
sectors of  the economy - banking, insurance, retail, the 
media, telecom, and so on. The historic record is that most 
such caps are gradually raised and finally abandoned, over 
time. Such caution has served India well and it is unlikely 

that India would be rushed off  its feet by any foreign wooer 
of  its domestic opportunities. 

For quite some time, it was fashionable to see India as a 
nation specialising in high-end services, particularly those 
related to information technology. No more. There is a new 
confidence in Indian manufacturing - only about 15% of  
outward investment from India are related to information 
technology. The world’s lowest cost car was conceptualised, 
engineered and manufactured in India, not any everywhere 
else. So, while services still grow faster than industry and 
account for about 54% of  the output, manufacturing is 
getting only better - in volume and in sophistication. 

Like any other fast developing major economy, India has to 
further accelerate its growth rate while being conscious of  
environmental aspect. India’s carbon footprint is small, per 
capita. The country has also committed to reduce the 
emission intensity of  its growth - units of  emissions per 
unit of  additional output - by more than a fifth over the next 
one and a half  decades. Green energy, green buildings, 
green habitats, greater energy efficient factories, offices and 
commercial places - these are daunting challenges and, 
simultaneously, goldmines of  opportunity for high-tech 
firms around the world. 
As India grows in size and clout, it will inevitably have an 
impact on the correlation of  forces in the world. While 
India has no aggressive designs on foreign lands, it is 
inevitable that India’s defence forces should become 
stronger and more sophisticated. Larger procurement of  
advanced equipment leads on to offsets, joint ventures, 
domestic manufacture and eventually, India-based research 
and development, drawing on the tens of  thousands of  
engineers who come out of  India’s colleges every year, the 
best among them being world class.

Visitors to India are astounded at the manner in which the 
physical landscape keeps changing, from one visit to the 
next. The change that is even more striking than the new 
airports, roads, metro rail and high-rises that keep getting 
added is the new mood of  optimism that India’s young 
people, the largest pool of  youth in the world, have about 
themselves and the future. 

India’s indigenous and 
world’s cheapest car- Nano

ITC Green building, Gurgoan

India on the Move
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9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas “Engaging the Global Indian”
7-9 January 2011: Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

The Ministry of  Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) in 

partnership with the Ministry of  Development of  

North Eastern Region (DoNER) and the Confederation 

of  Indian Industry (CII) as the Institutional Partner  

organized the 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention 

(PBD 2011) from 7-9 January 2011 at Vigyan Bhawan, 

New Delhi with a special focus on North Eastern States 

of  India.
 
PBD Conventions provide the largest platform to the 

PIOs and NRIs for exchange of  views and networking 

on matters of  common interest. Among the decisions 

taken by the Government of  India as a result of  wider 

consultations held at these Conventions, are formulation 

of  the Overseas Citizenship of  India scheme, 

establishment of  Overseas Indian Facilitation Centre, 

conceptualizing of  Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra, formation 

of  Prime Minister's Global Advisory Council of  People 

of  Indian Origin, setting up of  the India Development 

Foundation, enabling professionals holding Overseas 

Citizens of  India cards to practice in India in accordance 

with the provision of  relevant acts, providing for voting 

rights to Non-Resident Indians and launching of  The 

Global Indian Network of  Knowledge (Global-INK).

The theme for PBD 2011 was “Engaging the Global 

Indian” and the Convention was inaugurated by the 

Hon’ble Prime Minister of  India on 8th January 2011.  

Hon’ble President of  India delivered speech on 9th 

January 2011 and conferred Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

Awards for 2011.

Mr. Mano Selvanathan,one of  Sri Lanka's leading 

industrialists, received this year's Pravasi Bharatiya 

Samman. As an industry leader and one with extensive 

business interest in Sri lanka and India, Mr. Selvanathan 

has been instrumental in introducing Indian business to 

the island nation. Apart from chairing Sri Lanka's largest 

chamber of  commerce, he was Founder-Chairman of  

the Indo-Lanka Chamber of  Commerce and Industry.

Mr. Selvanathan pursues a strong interest in 

philanthropy. His family trust contributes to a number 

of  charitable causes in education, healthcare and care for 

the elderly. He was also recognised for his social work 

with the overseas Indian community. 

President Pratibha Patil presents the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 
2011 to Sri Lankan industrialist Mano Selvanathan at the Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas in New Delhi on Sunday. 
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Applications are invited from prospective Sri Lankan students 
for nomination to undergraduate course in Bachelor of  
Engineering (BE), Medicine (MBBS),   Bachelor of  Pharmacy 
course under the Self-Financing Scheme for the academic year 
2011-12 against reserved seats of  Ministry of  External 
Affairs, New Delhi.

 The application form for the above course can be collected in 
person from the Education Wing of  Indian High 
Commission, Colombo on any working day between 1400 -
1600 hours. The candidates are required to produce G.C.E 

SFS Scheme for Undergraduate Studies in India

‘O/L’,‘A/L’ certificates, Sri Lanka (issued by the Dept. of  
Examination, Battaramulla)/ G.C.E ‘O/L’,‘A/L’ certificates, 
London and Birth Certificate at the time of  collecting the 
forms.

 Sri Lankan students who are studying (10+2) in India can also 
apply with pending final declaration of  their 10+2 
examination results. 

 Last date for receipt of  completed application forms is 30th  
March,  2011.



Incredible India: Goa

Variously known as "Pearl of  the Orient" and a "Tourist 
Paradise", the state of  Goa is located on the western coast of  
India in the coastal belt known as Konkan. The magnificent 
scenic beauty and the architectural splendours of  its temples, 
churches and old houses have made Goa a firm favourite with 
travellers around the world. But then, Goa is much more than 
just beaches and sea. It has a soul which goes deep into unique 
history, rich culture and some of  the prettiest natural scenery 
that India has to offer. Much of  the real Goa is in its interiors, 
both inside its buildings and in the hinterland away from the 
coastal area. 

Legends from Hindu mythology credit Lord Parshuram, an 
incarnation of  Lord Vishnu with the creation of  Goa. Over 
the centuries various dynasties have ruled Goa. Rashtrakutas, 
Kadambas, Silaharas, Chalukyas, Bahamani Muslims and 
most famously the Portuguese have been rulers of  Goa. Goa 
was liberated by the Indian Army from Portuguese 
colonisation on December 19, 1961 and became an Union 
Territory along with the enclaves of  Daman and Diu. On May 
30, 1987 Goa was conferred statehood and became the 25th 
state of  the Indian Republic. Having been the meeting point 
of  races, religions and cultures of  East and West over the 
centuries, Goa has a multi-hued and distinctive lifestyle quite 
different from the rest of  India. Hindu and Catholic 
communities make up almost the entire population with 
minority representation of  Muslims and other religions. All 
the communities have mutual respect towards one another 
and their secular outlook has given Goa a long and an 
unbroken tradition of  religious harmony. The warm and 
tolerant nature of  the Goans allows them to celebrate and 
enjoy the festivals of  various religions such as Ganesh 
Chaturthi, Diwali, Christmas, Easter and Id with equal 
enthusiasm.

The Goan cuisine is a blend of  different influences the Goans 
had to endure during the centuries. The staple food in Goa is 
fish and rice, both among the Hindus and the Catholics. 
Unlike the Christian food the Hindu Goan food is not 
strongly influenced by the Portuguese cuisine. The tourist 
season in Goa begins in late September and carries on through 
early March. The weather in these months is usually dry and 
pleasantly cool. Then the weather gets fairly hot around May 
and by end of  June, Goa receives the full blast of  the Indian 
monsoon with sudden downpours and tropical 
thunderstorms. However it is also during the monsoon that 
Goa is probably at its most beautiful, with greenery sprouting 

all around. Besides the natural beauty, the fabulous beaches 
and sunshine, travellers to Goa love the laid-back, peaceful, 
warm and friendly nature of  the Goan people. After all, more 
than anywhere else on planet earth, this is a place where people really 
know how to relax. 

Goa - Facts & Figures

Location
The state of  Goa is located between latitudes 15 degrees 
48'00" N 14 degrees 53'54" N and Longitude 74 degrees 
20'13" E 73 degrees 40" 33" E. Goa is divided into 11 talukas 
with Panaji being its capital. The eleven talukas are Ilhas, 
Bardez, Salcette, Ponda, Marmagoa, Bicholim, Satari, 
Pernem, Quepem, Sanguem, and Canacona.

Climate : Goa has a tropical climate characterized by balmy 
weather for much of  the year with heavy monsoon rains just 
after the summer months from March to May. The humidity is 
at its highest in the summer and quite low from September to 
early March. The temperature ranges from a pleasant 20°C 
during winter to a warm 35°C in summer.

Highways :Goa is connected by the National Highways - 
NH4A, NH17 and NH17A to the neighbouring states of  
Maharashtra and Karnataka.

Airport :The only airport is the Goa Airport at Dabolim near 
the town of  Vasco-da-Gama and the Mormugao Harbour 
handles both the domestic and the international flights.

Clothing required :Tropical clothing throughout the year. 
Light woollens during December and January. Rainwear in the 
Monsoon.

Tourist Season :Goa welcomes tourists all around the year, 
but October to February is peak season while June to 
September is off  season.

Languages Spoken :English is widely spoken and 
understood in urban areas and to a lesser extent in the rural 
areas. Konkani, the official language, is most commonly used 
in day to day life. Marathi and Hindi, the national language are 
also understood by most of  the population. 

For more information please visit:   www.goatourism.gov.in

Tso Moriri Lake
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Indian 
Cultural Centre
16/2, Gregory’s Road,  Colombo-07
Tel No.: 2684698, 2673366; Fax No.: 2684697; E-mail: iccrcolombo@gmail.com

The Indian Cultural Centre in Colombo was established  
in 1998, with the aim of  building bridges of  cultural 
exchange and interaction between India & Sri Lanka. 
The Centre is one of  the 24 Indian Cultural Centres 
established by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) to revive and strengthen cultural relations and 
mutual understanding between India and other 
countries and seeks to promote India-Sri Lanka cultural 
co-operation by building on cultural commonalities and 
creating an awareness of  Indian culture in all its facets.

Since its inauguration in 1998, the Indian Cultural 
Centre has firmly established itself  on the Sri Lankan 
cultural scene and earned a reputation for excellence 
through its wide-ranging multi-faceted activities. The 
Centre offers classes in Bharatha Natyam, Kathak, 
Hindustani & Carnatic vocal music, Violin, Sitar, Tabla, 
Hindi and Yoga. For conducting these classes, the 
Centre draws on a talented and committed group of  Sri 
Lankan teachers. Over time, the Centre has gained 
tremendous popularity with nearly 1500 students 
enrolled in the various classes conducted at the Centre.

The Centre is also active in organizing performances by 
Indian and Sri Lankan artistes, lectures/lecture-
demonstrations, workshops, exhibitions, etc. Over the 
last few years, the Centre has organized performances 
by several well known artistes from India and Sri Lanka, 
including Smt. Sonal Mansingh, renowned Odissi dance 
exponent, Kalakshetra dance drama troupe from 
Chennai, renowned vocalist, Smt. Shubha Mudgal and 
her troupe, Geetanjali Lal, Rangpuhar Bollywood 

Dance Ensemble & Shridhar and Anuradha, 
renowned Bharatha Natyam dance exponents. Sri 
Lankan artistes who have performed at the Indian 
Cultural Centre include Dr. Dayaratna Ranatunga 
& Prof. Amara Ranatunga, Mr. Pradeep 
Ratnayake, Mr. Piyasara Shilpadhipathi, Mr. 
Ravibandhu Vidyapathi and Kandyan dancer Ms. 
Upeka Chitrasena and others from Chitrasena 
Dance Company.

The Centre also screens 4-5 Indian films and 
documentaries every month. The Centre also 
maintains a well equipped library and reading 
room with a large collection of  books, 
newspapers, periodicals, CDs and DVDS. The 
library is open to the public Monday to Saturday, 
except Wednesdays.

The reading room, which is open to the public 
Monday to Saturday, has Indian and Sri Lankan 
newspapers (Sinhala, Tamil and English) and 
Indian periodicals, magazines and journals in 
English and Indian Languages (Malayalam, Hindi, 
Telegu and Tamil).

The Indian Cultural Centre is located at 16/2, 
Gregory’s Road, Colombo-07 and is well 
connected by public transport. The Indian 
Cultural Centre can be contacted at: Tel No.: 
2684698, 2673366; Fax No.: 2684697; E-mail: 
iccrcolombo@gmail.com
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February 1

February 2

February 2 

February 9

February 11

150th Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Gurudev 
Rabindranath Tagore  
Lecture by Dr. Reba Som, Director, Rabindranath Tagore 
Centre, Kolkata
followed by screening of a documentary film on Rabindranath 
Tagore

150th Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Gurudev 
Rabindranath Tagore  
Lecture by Dr. Reba Som, Director, Rabindranath Tagore 
Centre, Kolkata
followed by screening of a documentary film on Rabindranath 
Tagore

Kathakali: Lecture cum Demonstration
by members of the P.S.V. Natyasangam from India

Hindustani Vocal Music Recital 
by Pt. Vinod Kumar Dwivedi from India

The Tagore Society of Sri Lanka presents a Programme of 
Musical Creativity of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore by The 
Amara – Daya Music Foundation led by Dr.Dayaratna 
Ranatunga and Prof Amara Ranatunga

Venue & Time: The University of Kelaniya at 10.00 
a.m.

Venue & Time: The University of Sri Jayewardenepura 
at 10.00 a.m.

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m

Indian 
Cultural Centre 

February 12

February 14

February 16

February 22

February 25

February 28

Film: Mahabharat – India’s greatest epic (Hindi) – Volume VI

Lecture – Buddhist and Hindu Monuments at Polannaruwa
by Prof. Anura Manathunga, Professor of Archeology, University 
of Kelaniya

An Evening of Old Hindi Songs
presented by the Geeth Malhar Hindi Lovers Association 

Sitar Recital
by Dr. Nirmala Kumari Rodrigo, Lecturer, University of Visual & 
Performing Arts, Colombo

Thyagaraja Aradhana- Carnatic Music Festival

Film:Ankur (with English subtitles)
Language: Hindi
Directed by: Shyam Benegal

Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  Duration: 3 hrs

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC at 6.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  
All Carnatic musicians and music lovers are invited to join 
in the event.  Rehearsals are on 23rd & 24th February 2011 
at 5.00 p.m. at ICC

Venue & Times: ICC 5.30p.m. Duration: 3 hours

The Cultural Calendar for the 
month of February 2011

(Admission to all programmes is free  and on first come first served basis)

INDIAN FILM  | FESTIVAL  SCREENING   SCHEDULE
 
Sunday, 20th February, 2011 

Monday, 21st February, 2011 

Tuesday, 22nd February, 2011 

 

Wednesday, 23rd February, 2011 

 

Thursday, 24th February, 2011 

1430 hrs -  Abhimaan
1830 hrs -  Aag

1730 hrs - Sangam

1830 hrs - Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai

1830 hrs - Parineeta

1830 hrs -  Hum Saath-Saath Hain

 

 
Friday, 18th February, 2011 

Saturday, 19th February, 2011 

1800 hrs -  Inauguration of Film Festival 
(By invitation   only)

1900 hrs -  Screening of ‘3 Idiots’ 
(By invitation only)

1430 hrs -  Muqaddar Ka Sikandar
1830 hrs -  Awara

Screening Schedule of Indian Film Festival at 
National Film Corporation Auditorium, 
303, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo - 07

Entrance is free(except for the opening day). Passes may please be collected from National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka or 
the Indian Cultural Centre: 16/2, Gregory’s Road,Colombo-07 
Tel No.: 2684698, 2673366; Fax No.: 2684697; E-mail: iccrcolombo@gmail.com

JANUARY  2011
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