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Official Visit of the King and Queen of Bhutan to India
6-10 January 2014 

At the invitation of the President of India, Hon’ble  
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Their Majesties the King and 
Queen of Bhutan paid an official visit to India from 6- 
10 January, 2014. Their Majesties were accompanied 
by the Minister of Home Affairs, Lyonpo Damcho 
Dorji, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lyonpo Rinzin Dorji, 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Lyonpo Norbu Wangchuk 
and senior officials of the Royal Government of Bhutan.

During the visit, Their Majesties met the President of 
India, Hon’ble Shri Pranab Mukherjee and held wide 
ranging discussions on issues of mutual interest.  Their 
Majesties expressed their appreciation to the President 
for inviting them as the first guests of the refurbished 
guest wing of the Rashtrapati Bhavan.  The President 
hosted a banquet in honour of the King and Queen of 
Bhutan.

The Vice President of India, Hon’ble Shri M. Hamid 
Ansari, the UPA Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the 
Finance Minister, Shri P. Chidambaram, the Home 
Minister, Shri Sushilkumar Shinde, the Minister of 
External Affairs, Shri Salman Khurshid, the Minister of 
Commerce & Industry, Shri Anand Sharma, the Leader 
of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Shri Arun Jaitley, 
the National Security Adviser, Shri Shivshankar Menon 
and the Foreign Secretary, Smt. Sujatha Singh called on 
His Majesty the King.

His Majesty the King held extensive talks with the Prime 
Minister of India, Hon’ble Dr. Manmohan Singh.  The 
two leaders exchanged views on bilateral relations and 
on regional and international issues of mutual interest.  
They recalled the strong historical ties of friendship and 
understanding that exist between the two countries.  
They also expressed satisfaction at the excellent state 
of bilateral relations and reaffirmed their commitment 
to further strengthen them.  His Majesty conveyed the 
appreciation of the people of Bhutan for the invaluable 
support and assistance that the Government of India 
provides to Bhutan.

The meetings were held in a very warm and friendly 
atmosphere, reflecting the spirit of trust, cooperation 
and understanding that underpins the bilateral 
relations between the two countries.  The Prime 
Minister of India and other leaders reiterated their full 
commitment and support to Bhutan’s socio-economic 
development and the further development of Bhutan’s 
hydropower resources.

Their Majesties expressed their deep appreciation 
to the Government and the people of India for the 
warm reception and gracious hospitality extended to 
them and the members of the Bhutanese delegation.   
The visit reinforced the tradition of regular high-level 
exchanges and further strengthened the special 
friendship between the two countries.

Visits
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State Visit of the President of the Republic of Korea to India
15-18 January 2014

At the invitation of the President of India, Hon’ble Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee, the President of the Republic of 
Korea H.E. Mme. Park Geun-hye paid a state visit to 
India from January 15-18, 2014.

President Mme. Park Geun-hye held delegation level 

talks with Prime Minister, Hon’ble Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and discussed bilateral, regional and global issues.

The visit strengthened the strategic partnership 
between India and Republic of Korea.

Sri Lankan Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development Minister 
Rajitha Senaratne Visits New Delhi
15-16 January 2014

Sri Lankan Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources Development Minister 
Rajitha Senaratne visited New Delhi 
from 15-16 January, 2014 at the 
invitation of his counterpart, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Food 
Processing Industries, Shri Sharad 
Pawar.

Following discussions between the 
External Affairs Ministers of India 
and Sri Lanka, the two Governments 
decided to release the substantial 
number of fishermen who were in 
custody in India and in Sri Lanka 
as expeditiously as possible, as a 
measure of reciprocal goodwill.  Accordingly, Sri Lanka 
and India released 52 fishermen from each side on 13 
January, 2014. 

Minister Rajitha Senaratne held wide ranging discussions 
with Minister Sharad Pawar in Delhi on 15 January, 

especially on the matter of 
fishermen from Sri Lanka and 
India crossing the International 
Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) 
and fishing illegally in each other’s 
waters.  Minister Senaratne was 
accompanied by senior officials 
including Additional Solicitor 
General, Suhada Gamlath, 
Director General of the Sri Lanka 
Navy, Rear Admiral Neil Rosayro, 
and Director General of the 
Department of Fisheries, Nimal 
Hettiarachchi.  Minister Sharad 
Pawar was accompanied by the 
Joint Secretary of the Department 

of Fisheries and several other senior officials. 

The two ministers held wide-ranging discussions on the 
immediate measures to release fishermen and boats 
in custody on both sides, long-term measures that can 
be mutually agreed upon with a view to preventing 
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fishermen from both countries engaging in unlawful 
fishing in each other’s waters, and banning the use of 
illegal fishing methods.  In this regard, the two Ministers 
agreed to set up an expert committee comprising senior 
officials on both sides.   Among other matters, the 
expert committee will discuss and work out measures 
to be taken for training fishermen in both countries on 
alternative fishing methods, including deep sea fishing 
and finding long-term sustainable solutions to the 
problems faced by the fishing communities in the two 
countries.   

During his visit to New Delhi, Minister Senaratne also 
called on the External Affairs Minister of India, Salman 
Khurshid.  Minister Khurshid thanked Minister Senaratne 
for initiating the process for releasing the fishermen 
who are currently in custody, creating an atmosphere 
conducive to exploring long-term solutions for the vexed 

issues of fishermen crossing the IMBL and effective 
implementation of the ban on environmentally harmful 
fishing methods. 

Minister Rajitha Senaratne in his discussions with both 
Minister Pawar and Minister Khurshid, highlighted the 
need for India and Sri Lanka to work together to create 
a sustainable fishery regime in the Palk Bay and the 
Indian Ocean Region, for the benefit of both countries.  
He also stressed the need to create capacities to explore 
deep sea fishing resources in the Indian Ocean, and the 
requirement to support joint venture projects for this 
purpose. 

High Commissioner Prasad Kariyawasam joined Minister 
Rajitha Senaratne at his meetings.

                         (High Commission of Sri Lanka in India - New Delhi)

Sri Lankan Industry and Commerce Minister Rishad Bathiudeen attends 
the 5th SAARC Business Conclave in New Delhi
16 January 2014

Sri Lankan Minister of Industry and 
Commerce Rishad Bathiudeen led 
Sri Lanka’s delegation to the 5th 
SAARC Business Leaders Conclave in 
New Delhi on 16 January, 2014.  The 
conclave, held under the theme, “The 
South Asian Century: Progressing 
towards Regional Integration”, 
was organized by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry of India, 
the SAARC Chamber of Commerce 
& industries and the Federation of 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries (FICCI).  Speaking at the 
inaugural panel discussion of the 
business conclave, Minister Bathiudeen highlighted the 
outstanding trade statistics that Sri Lanka has shown for 
the past few years, as an example of sound economic 
policies that have brought successful investments to the 
country.

The inaugural session of the conclave was attended by the 
Ministers of Trade and Commerce of all SAARC countries, 
the Secretary General of SAARC and the President of 
the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries. 

Delivering the key note address, the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry of India, Shri Anand Sharma 
stressed the need for greater cooperation among SAARC 
countries to increase inter-regional trade.   As a measure 
to increase investments in the region, he also highlighted 
the need to work towards liberalizing the visa regime 
enabling seamless travel for the business community, 
within the region. 

Minister Bathiudeen was accompanied by a business 
delegation from Sri Lanka including representatives from 
the trade chambers.  High Commissioner of Sri Lanka 
to India, Prasad Kariyawasam,  who was associated with 
the Minister at his meetings was a panelist at the session 

titled, “Emerging South Asia in the 
21st Century” which was chaired 
by the Foreign Secretary of India, 
Sujata Singh. 

At the concluding session of the 
conclave, Minister Bathiudeen 
reaffirmed Sri Lanka’s full 
commitment and support for the 
objectives of regional economic 
integration within SAARC.  The 
Minister highlighted that Sri Lanka 
ranked 84 in the latest Doing 
Business Index as a result of the 
overall business and investor-

friendly environment in Sri Lanka.  

The SAARC Ministers of Commerce paid a courtesy call 
on Hon’ble Dr. Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister of 
India on 18 January, 2014 and discussed SAARC initiatives 
to promote greater intra SAARC business and economic 
cooperation. 

During his visit to New Delhi, Minister Bathiudeen called 
on External Affairs Minister of India, Shri Salman Khurshid 
on 16 January 2014.  The two ministers discussed a range 
of issues related to enhancing trade and investment 
between the two countries.  They also discussed specific 
measures for boosting trade and investment in the 
region.  Minister Bathiudeen explained recent initiatives 
taken by Sri Lanka for greater facilitation of trade among 
SAARC countries, through increased liberalization of 
access to the market in Sri Lanka. 

On the sidelines of the business conclave, Minister 
Bathiudeen met his counterparts from SAARC nations 
including the Minister of Economic Development of 
Maldives, Mohamed Saeed.

                                         (High Commission of Sri Lanka in India)
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Official Visit of the Prime Minister of Japan to India
25-27 January 2014

At the invitation of Hon’ble  Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
Prime Minister of India, H.E. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister 
of Japan undertook an official visit to India from 25-27 
January, 2014.  Prime Minister Abe was the Chief Guest 
at India’s Republic Day celebrations.

Prime Minister Abe met Prime Minister, Hon’ble Dr. 
Manmohan Singh for the Annual Summit between 

India and Japan. Their discussions added substance 
and content to the India-Japan strategic and global 
partnership.  The visiting Prime Minister also called 
on the President, H.E. Shri Pranab Mukherjee and 
witnessed the Republic Day Parade on 26 January, 2014.

Prime Minister Abe was accompanied by his wife Mrs. 
Akie Abe.

Foreign Ministers of Sri Lanka, India discuss bilateral relations, 
maritime security
29 January 2014

Sri Lanka’s External Affairs Minister Prof. G. L. Peiris, 
who was on a three-day visit to India met his Indian 
counterpart, The External Affairs Minister of India,  Shri 
Salman Khurshid in New Delhi on 29 January 2014, to 
discuss key bilateral issues.

The two Ministers held discussions on the entire 

range of bilateral issues including the India-funded 
development projects in Sri Lanka, especially in the 
Northern Province, increasing trade and economic 
cooperation and the fishermen issue.

They viewed the recent meeting in Chennai between 
the Fishermen’s ‘associations of the two countries 
as a first step in the right direction, and agreed to 
consider the proposals put forward by the fishermen’s 
associations.

According to official sources, during the meeting Shri 
Khurshid emphasized that India attaches the highest 
importance to the safety, security and wellbeing of 
Indian fishermen, and thanked the Sri Lankan Minister 
for his personal efforts in ensuring the release of the 
Indian fishermen.

The two Ministers also discussed the issues relating to 
the progress of long term developmental projects in 
Sri Lanka undertaken by India, especially, the housing 
project to construct 50,000 houses for the displaced in 
the Northern Province.
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Construction of 43,000 houses under the owner driven 
model was underway with more than 10,000 houses 
already completed in 2013 in the Northern Province of 
Sri Lanka in the second phase of the flagship housing 
project by India.

The Ministers also reviewed the ongoing bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation as well as the growth in 
tourism on both sides. The talks also focused on the 
satisfactory progress of the trilateral cooperation on 
maritime security among India, Sri Lanka and Maldives, 
according to official sources.

The three countries view that it was important to raise 
the level of maritime cooperation between them in the 
current maritime security environment in the Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR).

During his stay, the Sri Lankan Minister also met envoys 
accredited to Sri Lanka based in New Delhi to apprise 
them of the government’s progress in resolving the 
human rights issues and the measures taken to 
implement the recommendations of the Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC).

(http://www.colombopage.com)

State Visit of the President of the Federal Republic of Germany to India
4–9 February 2014

The President of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
H.E. Mr. Joachim Gauck paid a State Visit to India from 
4–9 February, 2014 at the invitation of the President 
of India, Hon’ble Shri Pranab Mukherjee.  President 

Joachim Gauck was accompanied by a high-level 
delegation including Ministers, Members of Parliament 
and business leaders. 
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President Joachim Gauck arrived in New Delhi on the 
evening of 4 February, 2014.  He inspected a Guard of 
Honour at Rashtrapati Bhawan on 5 February, 2014, 
after which he visited Rajghat to pay homage to the 
Father of the Nation.  The President of Germany met 
Hon’ble Shri Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, President of India 
and Prime Minister, Hon’ble  Dr. Manmohan Singh. The 
Vice-President, Leader of the Opposition and the UPA 
Chairperson also called on the President.

The President visited Karnataka from 7–9 February, 
2014 where he had a meeting with the Governor of 
Karnataka.

Relations between India and Germany have traditionally 
been cordial and close.  India and Germany have been  
strategic partners since 2000.  With the commencement 
of Inter-Governmental Consultations in 2011, there 
has been significant progress in all areas of bilateral 
cooperation through regular high-level exchanges 
at the Head of Government level, cooperation in 
strategic areas, growing economic and commercial ties 
and increased interaction in the fields of education, 
science and technology, culture and people-to-people 
relations.  Germany continues to be India’s largest 
trading partner in Europe.  India and Germany also 
work closely together in the international arena.

State Visit of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, to India 
18-20 February 2014

At the invitation of the President of India, Hon’ble Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee, His Majesty the King of the Kingdom 

of Bahrain, King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa paid a state 
visit to the Republic of India from 18-20 February, 2014.
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During this his first visit to India, His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa met the Hon President and 
Hon Vice President of India, and also held delegation-
level discussions with Prime Minister, Hon’ble Dr. 
Manmohan Singh on bilateral, regional and global 
issues.

India and Bahrain have close and friendly relations, 
characterised by shared interests, mutual trust and 
unique people-to-people contacts.  Bahrain is an 
important trading partner for India with our non-oil 
bilateral trade in 2012-13 exceeding US$ 1.3 billion.  
Over 350,000 Indian nationals work and contribute 

towards the development of Bahrain.  Their positive 
and well-appreciated contribution in Bahrain’s 
development has been an important pillar of our 
excellent bilateral engagement.  The visit provided 
fresh impetus to our bilateral ties.

India has vital stakes in the Gulf and the Middle East 
region which hosts around 7 million Indians.  The 
region is the source of roughly two-third of our crude 
oil requirements and is the largest trading region for 
India, accounting for over 26% of our global trade.

Official Visit of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of 
Thailand, to India
23-28 February 2014

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn 
of Thailand paid an official visit to India from 23-28 
February, 2014.  Her Royal Highness visited Nalanda 
and Bodh Gaya in Bihar and Kohima in Nagaland, 

before arriving in New Delhi.  She is an eminent scholar 
of Sanskrit and Pali and has visited India several times 
in the past.
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Since the visits of the Thai Prime Minister H.E. Ms. 
Yingluck Shinawatra to India in 2012 and Prime Minister 
Hon’ble  Dr. Manmohan Singh to Thailand in 2013, Her 
Royal Highness’ visit is the highest level visit to India 
from Thailand. 

During the visit, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn called on the President, Hon’ble Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee and Vice President, Hon’ble Shri M. 
Hamid Ansari, and the Minister for External Affairs, Shri 
Salman Khurshid hosted a dinner in her honour.

India and Thailand share a close and friendly 
comprehensive partnership based on civilisational 
exchanges and people-to-people association.   In 
recent years, there has been significant progress in 
bilateral cooperation in key areas of mutual interest, 
as India’s Look East Policy has been complemented 
by Thailand’s Look West Policy.  Both countries are 
regional partners linking South and Southeast Asia 
and cooperate closely in the ASEAN, East Asia Summit 
(EAS), BIMSTEC, Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC), 
Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) and other fora.

Official Visit of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to India
26-28 February 2014

At the invitation of the Vice President, Hon’ble Shri 
M. Hamid Ansari, His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Defence Minister of the Kingdom of the 
Saudi Arabia arrived on an official visit to India from 
26-28 February, 2014.  He was accompanied by a high-
level delegation of cabinet ministers, senior officials 
and captains of industry.

The bilateral visit of HRH Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud is the highest level political visit to India from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  This follows the landmark visit 
of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, His Majesty 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in January 2006 as 
the Chief Guest of the Republic Day celebrations.  Hon 
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh’s official visit to 
Riyadh in 2010 and the Riyadh Declaration signed on 
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28 February, 2010 elevated the bilateral engagement 
between the two countries to ‘Strategic Partnership’, 
covering security, economic, defence and political 
areas.

During the visit, His Royal Highness the Crown 
Prince called on The President, Hon’ble Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee and met The Prime Minister, Hon’ble 
Dr. Manmohan Singh.  He held bilateral talks with 
The Vice President Hon’ble Shri M. Hamid Ansari. 

India and Saudi Arabia share friendly relations based 
on warm people-to-people relations.  In recent 
years, there has been significant progress in bilateral 
cooperation in key areas of mutual interest, including 
energy, security, trade and infrastructure development 
projects.

Saudi Arabia has become India’s 4th largest partner 
with bilateral trade in excess of US$ 43 billion in 2012-
13. Saudi Arabia is also India’s largest crude oil supplier 
accounting for about one-fifth of the total imports in 
2012-13.

Third BIMSTEC Summit Declaration
4 March 2014

We, the Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan, the Prime Minister of the Republic of India, the 
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 
the Prime Minister of Nepal, the President of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the 
Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of the Kingdom 
of Thailand met in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on 4 March 
2014 for the Third BIMSTEC Summit Meeting;

Reaffirming the aims and purposes of BIMSTEC as 
contained in the 1997 Bangkok Declaration,

Recalling the First BIMSTEC Summit Declaration 
(Bangkok, 31 July 2004) and the Second Summit 
Declaration (New Delhi, 13 November 2008),

Recognizing the close relationship and deepening 
engagements among the BIMSTEC Member States 
given the geographical proximity as well as the rich 
historical linkages and cultural heritage,

Convinced that the BIMSTEC Member States, endowed 
with abundant natural and human resources, have 
considerable potential for economic and social 
development through mutually beneficial cooperation 
in identified priority areas,

Recognizing that globalization and regional cooperation 
continue to generate increased linkages and inter-
dependence within the economies and societies in 
the BIMSTEC Member States and provide greater 
opportunity to further leverage regional cooperation 
and respond to new and emerging challenges,

Recognizing the threats posed by climate change on 
the lives and livelihoods of peoples across the Member 
States,

Reiterating firm commitment to alleviate poverty in the 
BIMSTEC region to ensure dignity, improve the quality 
of life and well-being of the peoples,

Recognizing the threat that terrorism poses to peace, 
stability and economic progress in the region, and 
emphasizing the need for closer cooperation in 
combating all forms of terrorism and transnational 
crimes,

Further recognizing the special challenges faced by 
the Least-Developed Member States in the region and 
the need to support them within their development 
process,

Convinced also that harmony, prosperity and well-being 
among the BIMSTEC Member States can be enhanced 
through deeper economic and social cooperation, 
enhanced connectivity, sustainable development and 
harnessing of the common natural resource base and 
cultural and people-to-people linkages,

Reiterating commitment to BIMSTEC as a regional 
cooperation group,

Do hereby:

Resolve to commit increased efforts in accomplishing 
the founding aims and purposes of BIMSTEC.

Decide to move forward towards finalization of the 
draft Agreement on Trade in Goods with agreed 
General Rules of Origin and Product Specific Rules, and 
also to signing of the Agreement on Dispute Settlement 
Procedures, and the Agreement on Cooperation and 
Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters under the 
Framework Agreement on the BIMSTEC Free Trade 
Area.

Direct the BIMSTEC Trade Negotiating Committee 
(TNC) to expedite its work for the conclusion of the 
Agreement on Trade in Goods by the end of 2014, 
and to continue its efforts for early finalization of the 
Agreement on Services and Investments.

Agree to enhance cooperation in expanding the skill 
and technology base of Member States through 
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collaborations and partnerships targeted towards 
micro, small and medium scale enterprises and decide 
to accelerate efforts for the early finalization of the 
Memorandum of Association on the Establishment of 
BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility. 

Underline the need for enhancing regional cooperation 
in the energy sector, welcome the holding of the Third 
BIMSTEC Energy Ministerial Meeting in Nepal in 2014 and 
also the Fourth BIMSTEC Energy Ministerial Meeting in 
Bhutan in 2015, and recognize the role of the BIMSTEC 
Energy Centre in Bengaluru, India in this context.

Express satisfaction at the continuing work on developing 
physical connectivity in the BIMSTEC region and the 
progress made in updating the BTILS supported by 
the Asian Development Bank for enhancement of 
intraregional connectivity, transport infrastructure 
and logistics, and welcome efforts to identify concrete 
projects for implementation.

Express satisfaction at the progress made in implementing 
tourism cooperation programmes and in following up the 
Plan of Action on Tourism; and encourage the Member 
States to realize the enormous tourism potential of the 
region by enhancing cooperation in this field, particularly 
through facilitating engagements among the private 
sector in the Member States.

Resolve to continue cooperation in the area of fisheries, 
including inland fisheries, and conservation and 

management and sustainable use of marine resources in 
the Bay of Bengal region.

Reiterate our commitment to continue and enhance 
cooperation in the field of agriculture, including crops, 
livestock and horticulture; and decide to intensify 
cooperative efforts by materializing short and long 
term joint research programmes towards increased 
productivity and yields of agricultural produce in the 
region. 

Resolve to enhance cooperation in environmental 
protection and sustainable development and promote 
capacity building in the area of disaster management.

Recognize that deepening of cultural cooperation among 
the Member States can also contribute towards the 
promotion of socio-economic development of the region 
driven by cultural industries.

Agree to enhance cooperation in the health sector, 
including on traditional medicine, and to intensify our 
efforts to promote activities of the BIMSTEC Network of 
National Centres of Coordination in traditional medicine.

Reiterate our commitment to expand efforts to further 
promote people-to-people exchanges and linkages, 
at various levels among the BIMSTEC Member States, 
including facilitating travel through the BIMSTEC Business 
Visa Scheme and the BIMSTEC Visa Exemption Scheme.

Welcome the setting up of the BIMSTEC Network of Policy 
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Think Tanks and agree to cooperate and coordinate for 
organizing short-term activities such as workshops, 
seminars, and exchange programmes, including audio 
visual programmes, on building public awareness on 
BIMSTEC.

Agree to implement the BIMSTEC Poverty Plan of Action 
adopted at the second BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting 
on Poverty Alleviation held in January 2012 in Nepal, 
and welcome the offer by Sri Lanka to host the Third 
Ministerial Meeting on Poverty Alleviation during the first 
half of 2014.

Express satisfaction at the close cooperation between law 
enforcement agencies of Member States in combating 
terrorism and transnational crimes, call for expediting 
the ratification for entry into force of the BIMSTEC 
Convention on Cooperation in Combating International 
Terrorism, Transnational Organized Crime and Illicit Drug 
Trafficking and also for the early signing of the BIMSTEC 
Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters.

Agree to explore collaborative initiatives amongst the 
Member States towards addressing the adverse impacts 
of climate change in the BIMSTEC region.

Agree to intensify efforts to deepen cooperation in all 
areas of activities within the framework of BIMSTEC, 
including strengthening institutional mechanisms. 
 
Welcome the signing of the following BIMSTEC 
Instruments:

Memorandum of Association on the Establishment of the 
BIMSTEC Permanent Secretariat.

Memorandum of Understanding on the Establishment of 
the BIMSTEC Cultural Industries Commission (BCIC) and 
BIMSTEC Cultural Industries Observatory (BCIO).

Memorandum of Association among BIMSTEC member 
countries concerning the establishment of a BIMSTEC 
Centre for Weather and Climate.

Convey appreciation to the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh for providing the premises for 
the BIMSTEC Secretariat in Dhaka and also express 
satisfaction at the progress made towards the 
operationalization of the Secretariat.

Welcome the appointment of Mr. Sumith Nakandala of 
Sri Lanka as the first Secretary General of BIMSTEC.

Convey deep appreciation to Myanmar for the able 
stewardship of BIMSTEC from 2009, and welcome Nepal 
as the new Chair of BIMSTEC,

We, the leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, and the special envoy of the Prime Minister 
of Thailand, express our sincere appreciation to the 
Government of Myanmar for the warm hospitality and for 
the excellent arrangements made for the Summit.
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Prime Minister of India, Hon’ble Dr. Manmohan Singh  meets President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, on the sidelines of the BIMSTEC Summit
4 March 2014

Prime Minister, Hon’ble Dr. Manmohan Singh met Sri 
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa on the sidelines 
of the BIMSTEC Summit on 4 March, 2014.

During his meting with the Sri Lankan President, 
Dr Singh urged his government to treat the Indian 
fishermen humanely. 

“The Prime Minister said it (the fishermen issue) was 
a livelihood issue and must be handled in a humane 
manner by Sri Lanka,” Foreign Office spokesperson 
Syed Akbaruddin said at a post-meeting briefing.

The Prime Minister’s concern followed the arrest of at 
least 32 Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy for 
allegedly intruding into their waters and the seizure of 
their eight trawlers. 

The arrests came just ahead of the second round of 
talks between the fishermen of both sides scheduled 
for 13 March, 2014 in Colombo, mainly to discuss 
the rights over the waters in the Palk Strait situated 
between the two countries. 

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, on his part, raised the 
proposed resolution against Sri Lanka in Geneva which 
has been co-sponsored by the US, Britain, Montenegro, 
the Maldives and Mauritius. 

(Source:  http://www.samachar.com)

NSA Level Meeting on Trilateral Maritime Security Cooperation between 
India, Sri Lanka and Maldives
6 March 2014

India hosted the third NSA-level Trilateral Meeting on 
Maritime Security Cooperation between Maldives, Sri 
Lanka and India on 6 March, 2014 in New Delhi.  Indian 
National Security Advisor Shri Shivshankar Menon led 
the Indian delegation and chaired the meeting.  The 
Maldivian delegation was led by Col. (Retd.) Mohamed 
Nazim, Minister of Defence and National Security, and 
the Sri Lankan delegation was led by Mr. Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, Secretary, Ministry of Defence and Urban 
Development.

Delegations from Mauritius and Seychelles also 
participated in the meeting as guest countries.  Mr. 
Motichand Seebah, Permanent Secretary in the 
Prime Minister’s Office, represented Mauritius, while 

Ambassador Maurice Loustau-Lalanne, Principal 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, represented 
Seychelles.

India, Sri Lanka and Maldives launched the Trilateral 
Cooperation in Maritime Security in October 2011 
at the first NSA-level Trilateral Meeting on Maritime 
Security Cooperation held in Maldives.   At the second 
meeting in Colombo in July 2013, the three countries 
agreed on a roadmap for cooperation in maritime 
security, comprising the following three categories 
of activities:  Initiatives to enhance Maritime Domain 
Awareness (MDA) through access to systems run under 
the aegis of the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO), such as Long Range Identification and Tracking 
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(LRIT) services and sharing of Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) data; training and capacity building 
initiatives in the areas of MDA, Search and Rescue, and 
Oil Pollution Response, and Joint activities including 
trilateral exercises, maintaining lines of communication 
on illegal maritime activities, formulation of marine oil 
pollution response contingency plans and cooperation 
in legal and policy issues related to piracy.

During the third NSA-Level meeting in Delhi, the 
participants reviewed and expressed satisfaction over 
the progress in the implementation of various activities 
in the identified areas.  They also discussed new areas 
of cooperation including hydrography, training in visit, 
board, search and seizure operations, training on 
board Indian sail training ships, exchanges between 

think tanks, and joint participation in adventure 
activities.

The participants directed the Working/Technical 
Level Groups to meet at an early date to accelerate 
the implementation of joint activities and work out a 
programme of cooperation in the new areas.

The participants also welcomed the presence of 
Mauritius and Seychelles at the meeting.  They noted 
that tehe participation of Mauritius and Seychelles in 
this initiative would contribute to enhancing maritime 
security in the Indian Ocean Region.

The next NSA level Meeting on Maritime Security 
Cooperation would be held in Maldives on a date to be 
decided through diplomatic channels.

121 Tamil Nadu Fishermen Released by Sri Lanka
17 January 2014   

Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu:  
More than 120 Indian 
fishermen arrested by the 
Sri Lankan Navy in the past 
several months, were released 
today in line with the reciprocal 
agreement reached between 
the two countries to set the 
detained fishermen free.

About 160 Sri Lankan 
fishermen and 4 vessels were 
released by India and 236 
Indian fishermen and 90 boats 
by Sri Lanka as part of the pact, ahead of the 20 January, 
2014 talks between the fishermen’s associations of 
both countries.

A first batch of 51 Tamil Nadu and 52 Sri Lankan 
fishermen were repatriated concurrently yesterday.

As many as 111 fishermen of Nagapattinam, ordered 

to be set free by a Sri Lankan 
court on 13 January 2014, 
were released from a prison 
in Jaffna and later arrived in 
Rameswaram.

In another court development, 
ten fishermen from Mandapam 
near Rameswaram, arrested 
on 4 January, 2014 were 
ordered to be released by 
Mannar Magistrate, Anandhi 
Kanagarathimam.

However, the remand of 13 fishermen of Rameswaram 
and 17 from Jegathapattinam in Pudukottai District 
was extended by a court in Mallaagam in Sri Lanka.  
They were arrested on charges of straying into Sri 
Lankan waters, and detained along with 4 boats on 30 
November last year.

(http://www.ndtv.com/)

Award of Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship
17January 2014 

At a ceremony organized at the Ministry of Education, 
Sri Lanka  on 16 January, 2014, 150 meritorious 
students were awarded the prestigious Mahatma 
Gandhi Scholarship in the presence of Hon. Bandula 
Gunawardena, Minister of Education and H.E. Mr. 
Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner of India in Sri Lanka.  
The ceremony was attended by senior officials of the 
Education Ministry, principals of leading schools and 
the  parents of awardees.

2014 is the seventh year  since the inception of the 
Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship awards.  The 150 
students were selected from each of the 25 districts on 
a merit-cum-means basis.  As part of the scholarship, 
each of these students will receive a total stipend of 

Rs. 48,000/- spread over two years at the rate of Rs. 
2,000/- per month, to complete their GCE Advanced 
Level studies.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Anura Dissanayake, 
Secretary Education, lauded the assistance provided 
under the Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship Scheme to 
150 meritorious and needy students from Sri Lanka.  
Mr. Dissanayke noted that the prestigious scholarship 
has assisted several needy students in continuing their 
studies and completing the GCE Advanced Level.  He 
thanked the Government of India for increasing the 
scholarship amount to Rs. 2,000/- per month and also 
the number of students by 50%, to reach 150 students 
beginning from 2012.

Bilateral beat
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The Minister of Education, Hon. Bandula Gunawardena, 
said that ties between India and Sri Lanka were 
initiated several centuries ago.  These ties have, inter 
alia, led to innovation through social and cultural 
channels.  He stated that India has extended a helping 
hand to Sri Lanka on many occasions to fulfill various 
developmental needs.  India has extended assistance 
in the education sector in a number of areas, including 
providing support for teacher training on a scholarship 
scheme at various educational institutes in India, 
helping Sri Lanka in curriculum development in subjects 
such as science, mathematics, information technology, 
and collaborating in developing 5000 primary schools 
associated with 1000 secondary schools.  He thanked 
the High Commission and the Government of India 
for their valuable assistance and called the Mahatma 
Gandhi Scholarship a blessing to Sri Lankan children.

Speaking on the occasion, H.E. Mr. Y..K. Sinha, the 
High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka, stated that 
educational and cultural cooperation is an abiding 
feature of our bilateral relations.  India’s effort has 
been to consistently improve and strengthen these 

relations.  Towards that endeavour, a major initiative 
was to nearly triple the number of scholarships 
offered.  The recipients of the Mahatma Gandhi 
scholarship have excelled academically and would also 
hopefully show adherence to the ideals espoused by 
the Father of the Indian Nation.  It is encouraging to 
note that some of the past recipients of the prestigious 
Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship have gone on to excel in 
their chosen fields of study at the under-graduate level 
and beyond.  He expressed his conviction that these 
students would also spread Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals 
of peace and non-violence.

The High Commissioner also stated that currently 
about 270 slots were available to Sri Lankan students 
for pursuing higher studies in India.   The youth of Sri 
Lanka on whose development utmost importance is 
placed, are encouraged by India to take full advantage 
of these scholarships offered every year.  The spirit 
behind India’s endeavors is what Mahatma Gandhi 
espoused several decades ago, “... education for life, 
education through life, and education throughout life.”



17

January -  March - 2014

India Sri Lanka Artist’s Week and Joint Exhibition 
18-23 January 2014

The India-Sri Lanka Foundation in collaboration with 
the Taj Samudra Hotel, Colombo and SEHER, New 
Delhi held an India Sri Lanka Artist’s Week  from 18 -  
23 January, 2014 at the Hotel Taj Samudra, Colombo.

The art camp consisted of a team of renowned Indian  
and Sri Lankan painters with varied inspirations, styles, 
techniques and schools of thought, working in unison.

An exhibition of the joint work produced during the week 
was unveiled by H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner of 
India to Sri Lanka on 23 January, 2014 at the Crystal 

Room, Taj Samudra, Colombo.  This exhibition marked 
the conclusion of the Art Camp.

The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established 
by a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in 
order to foster India - Sri Lanka relations through 
the enhancement of economic, scientific, technical 
and cultural cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two 
countries.
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65th Republic Day of India Celebrations in Sri Lanka
26 January 2014 

The High Commission of India and the Indian expatriate 
community in Sri Lanka celebrated the 65th Republic 
Day of India on Sunday, 26th January, 2014 at India 
House in Colombo.  The High Commissioner H.E. Mr. 
Y. K. Sinha unfurled the National Flag and inspected a 
Guard of Honour presented by the BSF contingent.  He 
read out significant excerpts from the Address to the 
Nation made by the Hon President of India, Mr. Pranab 
Mukherje, on the eve of the Republic Day.

The High Commissioner noted that the President 
of India had highlighted, that in India, democracy is 
not a gift, but the fundamental right of every citizen; 
for those in power, democracy is a sacred trust.  The 
slowdown of the Indian economy in the last two years 
can be some cause for concern but none for despair.  
Signs of revival of the Indian economy are already 
visible.  The agricultural growth in the first half of this 
year has touched 3.6 per cent and the rural economy 
is buoyant.  India possesses a dynamic civil society with 
an innovative mindset.  The Indian people, whether in 
villages or cities, share a vibrant, unique consciousness 
and culture.  Education is no longer just the privilege 
of the elite, but a universal right.  It is the seed of a 
nation’s destiny.  India must usher in an education 
revolution that becomes a launching pad for national 
resurgence.  The President of India stated that 1950 
saw the birth of the Indian Republic, but 2014 would 
be the year of its resurgence.

Speaking about the state of India-Sri Lanka relations, 
the High Commissioner said that a strong and mutually 
beneficial relationship with Sri Lanka, our nearest and 
in many ways our dearest neighbour, continues to 
remain at the core of India’s neighbourhood policy.  
He reiterated that India is committed to Sri Lanka as 
a partner for realizing peace, harmony, growth and 
development.  Our bilateral relations have been built 
on a rich legacy of civilizational, cultural, religious and 
linguistic interaction.  The advent of Buddhism in Sri 
Lanka in the 3rd century BC is linked with the arrival 
in Sri Lanka of Prince Mahendra; known as Arahat 
Mahinda here, and later of Princess Sanghamitta, who 
were the children of the great Indian Emperor Ashoka. 
The High Commissioner highlighted that economic 
relations continue to be robust, with bilateral trade in 
2013 at about US$ 4 billion.  The High Commissioner 
also stressed the need to expedite the implementation 
of the Sampur Power Project so that the energy needs 
of Sri Lanka are addressed.  A host of other projects 
and initiatives in diverse areas are in various stages of 
implementation.

The High Commissioner noted that the problem 
of fishermen of both countries straying across the 
international maritime boundary line dividing our 
countries, requires to be handled with sensitivity, 
taking into account the humanitarian and livelihood 
dimensions.  The meeting between the fishermen’s 
associations on the two sides, scheduled to be held 
in Chennai on 27 January, is expected to lay the 
foundation for a long term resolution of this issue.

The High Commissioner recalled that the India-Sri 
Lanka partnership for Development Cooperation is 
built on the foundations of political understanding, a 
historic past, geographic realities and socio-cultural 
empathy. Although the nature of our assistance has 
continued to evolve since 2009, the focus remains 
mainly on capacity building, human resource 
development and infrastructure support.  In the second 
phase of the Housing Project involving construction of 
43,000 houses under an owner-driven approach, we 
have successfully completed 10,250 houses as on 31 
December 2013.

He noted that the end of the armed conflict presents 
an unparalleled opportunity to build a brighter future 
for all the people of Sri Lanka.  The Government of 
India welcomed the successful culmination of elections 
to three Provincial Councils, including the Northern 
Provincial Council, in September 2013.  The High 
Commissioner underlined that India continues to urge 
all stakeholders to engage constructively, in a spirit of 
partnership and mutual accommodation.  Only such 
a cooperative approach will pave the way for genuine 
reconciliation and a political settlement.

A brief cultural programme organized by the Indian 
Cultural Centre followed.  Its highlights were singing 
of patriotic songs and dance performances by the 
students of the Indian Cultural Centre.  Subsequently, 
the High Commissioner of India and other officials 
of the High Commission paid their respects to the 
memory of fallen soldiers of the Indian Peace Keeping 
Force (IPKF) in a solemn ceremony at the IPKF memorial 
in Colombo.

To commemorate India´s 65th Republic Day, reputed 
singer Ms. Sonam Kalra of ‘The Sufi Gospel Project’ 
and her troupe, who were visiting Sri Lanka with 
the sponsorship of the India-Sri Lanka Foundation, 
presented a musical performance titled, “One World-
One Voice Spiritual Symphony” at the Bishop’s College 
Auditorium, Colombo on 25 January, 2014.  Hon. Rauff 
Hakeem, Minister of Justice, Government of Sri Lanka, 
was the Chief Guest on the occasion.  The performance 
was well-received.

The Consulates General of India in Jaffna and 
Hambantota and the Assistant High Commission of 
India in Kandy also celebrated the 65th Republic Day 
by organizing flag hoisting ceremonies.
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Reception at India House - Republic Day 2014
26 January 2014

On the occasion of 65th Republic Day of India, the High 
Commissioner of India and Mrs Girija Sinha hosted a 
reception at India House in the evening of 26th January, 
2014. 

Senior Minister of Good Governance & Infrastructure 
of the Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka, Hon’ble Mr. Ratnasiri Wickremenayake 
was the Chief Guest. The reception was attended 
by a number of Ministers, Members of Parliament, 
members of the diplomatic corps, members of 
Provincial Councils, eminent personalities from the 
fields of business, defence, security, culture, cinema, 
theatre, etc.

The function began with the playing of the National 
Anthems of Sri Lanka and India. 

The Chief Guest, Hon’ble Senior Minister Ratnasiri 
Wickremenayake addressed the gathering and raised 
a toast to the friendship between India and Sri Lanka.

This was followed by remarks by the High Commissioner 
who also raised a toast to His Excellency the President 
of Sri Lanka, the health, happiness and prosperity of the 
people of Sri Lanka and the continued development of 
strong ties between India and Sri Lanka. 

Ms. Sonam Kalra of ‘The Sufi Gospel Project’ and 
her troupe presented a brief performance for the 
gathering.
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Visit of Professor Nayanjot Lahiri, Department of History, University of 
Delhi, under the Distinguished Visitors’ Programme of the India-Sri 
Lanka Foundation
27 January 2014 

Professor Nayanjot 
Lahiri from the 
Department of History, 
University of Delhi, 
visited Sri Lanka from 
26 January - 1 February, 
2014, under the 
Distinguished Visitors’ 

Programme of the India-Sri Lanka Foundation. 

Professor Nayanjot Lahiri is the author of several books 
including Pre- Ahom Assam (1991), The Archaeology 
of Indian Trade Routes (1992), The Decline and Fall of 
the Indus Civilization (edited 2000), Finding Forgotten 
Cities (2005) and Marshalling the Past (2012).  She was 
awarded the Infosys Prize for Humanities – Archaeology 
in 2013 for, as the citation stated, “her outstanding 

contribution towards the integration of archaeological 
knowledge with the historical understanding of India 
from the earliest times”.

Professor Lahiri delivered a lecture on the theme, 
“Asoka: Interweaving Archaeology with the Emperor’s 
Story”, at the BMICH Committee Room A, on 31 
January, 2014.  Simultaneous interpretation in Sinhala 
and Tamil was provided during the lecture. The lecture 
was organized in association with the Bandaranaike 
Centre for International Studies (BCIS).

Professor Lahiri also visited Kandy and delivered  a 
lecture on the theme, “Indus Valley Civilization: Some 
Perspectives”.  The lecture was organized by the 
Assistant High Commission of India, Kandy, at the U 
niversity of Peradeniya, on 28 January, 2014.
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Sri Lanka – Partner Nation at the 28 th Surajkund International Crafts 
Mela in India
1-15 February 2014

The Surajkund Mela was elevated as an International 
Crafts Mela from this year, 2014, and Sri Lanka 
was selected as the first country to be granted the 
important status of ‘Partner Nation’ at the Mela.

While Sri Lanka participated in this mega fair as a 
Partner Nation, 18 other countries from across the 
world joined the Mela in different capacities to feature 
their diverse culture, arts, handicrafts, songs and 
dance. The Indian state of Goa is participated in the 
Mela as the theme state, prominently displaying its 
culture, art, architecture and food.

As Partner Nation, Sri Lanka had a separate pavilion at 
the fair featuring traditional art, handicrafts including 
non-toxic and environmentally friendly products such 
as jute, palmyrah and coconut shell based crafts, 
handloom products, batik, tea and cuisine. A special 
attraction of Sri Lanka’s participation at the fair was 
the traditional dances on display each day at the venue 
featuring the National Youth Council Dance Troupe.

The Sri Lanka Navy Cultural Troupe that visited New 
Delhi also performed at the Fair which draws nearly 
100,000 visitors on a daily basis and receives wide 
media attention especially in north India. The Sri Lanka 
Tourism Promotion Bureau and the Sri Lanka Tea 
Board joined Sri Lanka’s representation at the Fair 
featuring attractive stalls.

High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to India Mr. Prasad 
Kariyawasam joined the Chief Minister of Haryana and 

the Deputy Chief Minister of Goa at the inauguration of 
the Mela on 1st February. Speaking at the inauguration, 
the High Commissioner thanked the Chief Minister of 
Haryana for providing the opportunity for Sri Lanka to 
be the first Partner Nation at the Mela, manifesting the 
close relations and cultural links that exist between the 
two countries.

On 4th February, Senior Minister for Urban Affairs 
A.H.M. Fowzie, Member of Parliament Malini Fonseka, 
High Commissioner Prasad Kariyawasam, Chairman of 
the National Crafts Council Buddhi Keerthisena and 
Chairman of Haryana Tourism Chakravarty Sharma 
graced a ceremony organised at the Sri Lanka Pavilion 
in the Mela to mark Sri Lanka’s 66th Independence and 
National Day.

The media briefing of the Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela was held on 31 st January. Addressing the 
media, High Commissioner Kariyawasam emphasized 
the importance of the Mela as a means of promoting 
traditional arts and crafts and culture in the region and 
providing opportunities for craft persons to promote 
their products.

The National Crafts Council of Sri Lanka organized Sri 
Lanka’s participation in the Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela 2014, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka 
High Commission in New Delhi.

- Asian Tribune -
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Lankan Cadets visit India for youth exchange program
7 February 2014

A group of Sri Lankan Cadets and Cadet officers toured 
India under the Youth Exchange Program between 
SAARC countries, recently.

.

According to National Cadet Corps (NCC) sources, 
12 cadets took part in this program along with NCC 
Director Major General H M H A Herath and two 
officers.

They were treated as state guests during their stay 
in India. They called on Indian President Hon’ble Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee, Prime Minister, Defence Minister 
and Armed Forces Commanders.

They had the opportunity to take part in a cultural 
show and viewed presentation on Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Singapore, 
Vietnam, India and Sri Lanka during the program.

They also witnessed the Republic Day Parade and the 
Prime Minister’s Rally conducted by the Indian National 
Cadet Corps.

“This was an exciting and immeasurable experience to 
Cadets selected from different parts of the country,” 
NCC sources said. 

                                        (Source: http://www.dailynews.lk/)

India Increases Funds to Sri Lanka
17 February 2014

The Indian Government has increased funds allocated 
to Sri Lanka through the Indian External Affairs Ministry.

The Press Trust of India reported that in the revised 
budget, Indian Rs. 500 crore has been budgeted for Sri 
Lanka as against Rs. 410 crore.

The Indian Ministry of External Affairs was allocated Rs. 
14,130 crore for 2014-15; an increase of 20% compared 
to the revised outlay of last year, as more funds have 
been earmarked for India’s overseas developmental 
projects.  The allocation is up by Rs, 2,337 crore from 
last year’s revised estimate of Rs 11,793 crore.

In the Union Budget, Finance Minister P. Chidambaram 
allocated a total of Rs. 8,335 crore to the External Affairs 
Ministry for economic cooperation and advances to 
foreign governments as against Rs 7,038 crore last year. 
          (Source: http://colombogazette.com)

Cinnamon hosts Femina Miss India 2014
3 March 2014

Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts ventured on yet another 
signature event by entering into a MOU with Times of 
India, to host the Finalists of Femina Miss India 2014 in 
Sri Lanka.

The Final 25 contestants were unveiled for the very 
first time at Bentota Beach Hotel which is a Cinnamon 
Resort property, with an unveiling photo shoot of a 
novel concept!

Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts together with the national 
carrier Sri Lankan Airlines hosted the 25 finalists of 
Femina Miss India during a week-long visit to the island 
from 11th to 16th March. During this pre-pageant tour 
the contestants were able to experience true Sri Lankan 
indulgence and a complete Cinnamon Experience!
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The contestants were at Cinnamon Bey Beruwela, 
Benthota Beach Hotel and Chaaya Tranz Hikkaduwa  
during the first few days of the tour, enjoying the lovely 
beaches and coastal scenary of Down South Sri Lanka. 
Next, the contestants came to Cinnamon Lakeside 
Colombo and Cinnamon Grand Colombo to have a 
First-hand experience of Sri Lanka’s best City Hotels. 
The tour came to an end with a Gala Event and Fashion 
Show featuring leading fashion designers from Sri Lanka 

as well as prominent brand in the fashion industry.

The activities during this pre-pageant tour included 
a scenic tour via Cinnamon Air, Water Sports, 
Beach & Pool side Shoots, a visit to the historic 
city of Galle, a “Cook-out” competition and even a 
meeting with the First Lady of Sri Lanka and a quick 
visit to Sri Lanka’s biggest sport event in March!

(Source : http://www.cinnamonhotels.com)

Inauguration of Killinochchi-Pallai Re-Constructed Railway Track and 
Signal System Built by IRCON International Ltd under Concessional 
Indian Line of Credit
4 March 2014 

A ceremony was held on 4 March, 2014 at Pallai to 
mark the inauguration of the reconstructed railway 
track between Killinochchi and Pallai.  The ceremony 
was attended by Hon Kumara Welgama, Minister 
of Transport of Sri Lanka, Hon Douglas Devananda, 
Minister of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprises 
Development, H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner 
of India, Shri V. Mahalingam, Consul General of 
India, Jaffna, Hon Maj. Gen. (Retd.) G. A. Chandrasiri, 
Governor of the Northern Province, Hon Rohana 
Kumara Dissanayake, Deputy Minister of Transport, 
Hon Murugesu Chandrakumar, MP, senior officials 
from the Ministry of Transport, Sri Lanka Railways and 
officials from IRCON International Limited.  As part of 
the ceremony, the dignitaries undertook a train journey 
from Killinochchi to Pallai on the reconstructed track.

The 27.5 km long Killinochchi-Pallai railway line has 
been reconstructed under the concessionary credit line 
amounting to about US$ 800 million provided by the 
Government of India to the Government of Sri Lanka, 
to undertake the northern railway reconstruction 
project in Sri Lanka.  This commitment was recorded in 
the India-Sri Lanka Joint Declaration issued on 9 June 
2010 in New Delhi during the visit of H.E. the President 
of Sri Lanka.  Under this project, the segments already 
completed include the Medawachchiya-Madhu Road 
segment, inaugurated on 14 May, 2013 and the 
Omanthai- Killinochchi segment inaugurated by H.E. 
the President of Sri Lanka on 14 September, 2013.

Speaking on the occasion, Hon Kumara Welgama, 
thanked the Government of India for the assistance 
provided towards reconstruction activities in Sri Lanka, 
including the rehabilitation of the northern railway line.  
Emphasising on the close relationship between the 
two countries, the Minister added that India provided 
concessionary credit on soft terms for this project, 
which others had not given.  He expressed satisfaction 
with the work of IRCON International and said that 
Talaimannar and Kankesanthurai would also be 
connected to the reconstructed rail network very soon.  
The Minister also said that, the railway network would 
reach Kataragama from Matara in southern Sri Lanka, 
in a period of 2 years.   He urged the Government of 
India to consider more concessionary credit towards 
the development of the railway network in Sri Lanka.

The High Commissioner, H.E. Y. K. Sinha in his address, 
termed the inauguration of the Killinochchi-Pallai railway 
line as another milestone in the historic partnership 
between India and Sri Lanka, rooted in civilizational 
ties of history, language, culture, religion and trade.  He 
said that the reconstruction of the northern line would 
assist in the restoration of normal life, generate and 
support livelihood-related activities, assist in restoring 
connectivity, not only within the Northern Province, 
but also with the rest of the country.  This would 
promote development, reconciliation and greater 
integration.  The High Commissioner commended 
IRCON International on the timely completion of this 
section of the northern railway line and noted that the 
project was proceeding on schedule.
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The High Commissioner noted that an important 
component of the USD 800 million line of credit for 
the reconstruction of the northern railway line was the 
procurement of rolling stock by the Sri Lanka Railways 
which will go a long way in meeting Sri Lanka’s rolling 
stock requirements.  With the construction of the railway 
line up to Kataragama and the resumption of ferry 
services between Talaimannar and Rameshwaram, he 
affirmed that soon Sri Lankans will be able to travel by 
train from Hambantota and Matara to Bodhgaya, and 
also to Jammu and Kashmir in North India, Gujarat 
in the West, Assam and the north-eastern states in  

the East.  The Government of India would extend full 
assistance to Sri Lanka in this regard.

Congratulating Sri Lanka Railways in taking one more 
step towards the full restoration of the railway network 
in the conflict-affected parts of Sri Lanka, helping to  
bring people in different parts of the island closer 
to each other, the High Commissioner concluded by 
stressing that as Sri Lanka’s closest neighbor and long-
standing partner, India is prepared to extend its fullest 
support to Sri Lanka in fulfilling its aspirations for peace, 
harmony, national reconciliation and development.

 

Inauguration of Killinochchi-Pallai Re-Constructed Railway Track and 
Signal System Built by IRCON International Ltd under Concessional 
Indian Line of Credit
4 March 2014 
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India’s NTPC wins Sri Lanka power plant consultancy project
14 March 2014

India’s State-run NTPC’s Consultancy Wing has won 
the contract for providing engineering consultancy 
services to the Trincomalee Power Company Ltd. 
(TPCL) for setting up a 500 MW coal-based power 
project in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.

The Consultancy Wing of NTPC, with an ISO 9001:2000 
accreditation, undertakes all the consultancy and 
turnkey project contracts for its clients in the different 
phases of power plants.

 

The contract agreement between NTPC and TPCL was 
signed in Colombo, a statement said.

Sri Lanka’s second coal power plant to be set up in the 
Eastern Province, is a joint venture between the Ceylon 
Electricity Board and India’s NTPC is a US$ 512 million 
project.

NTPC signed the agreement with the Government 
of Sri Lanka and the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) 
in 2006, to set up the 2X250 MW coal based power 
project in Trincomalee.

The Sampur Coal Power Plant will comprise two 250 
MW power generators.  A 240 kilometer long 220 kV 
transmission line will be constructed from Sampur 
to the 20kV/132kV grid substations at Veyangoda to 
connect the power plant to the national grid.  A coal 
unloading jetty will also be constructed in Sampur for 
coal shipments.

The Power and Energy Ministry expects to link the 
power plan to the national grid in 2017.  The inking of 
power generation to the national grid is expected to 
minimize the CEB’s dependence of purchasing power 
from private suppliers and the operation of fuel and 
thermal based power plants.

(Source: http://www.ft.lk)

Taj Group doubles Colombo Hotel capacity; Spends $10 million on 
Revamp
18 March 2014

Taj Hotels, Resorts & Palaces said it had completed a 
USD 10 million expansion at its Sri Lankan property, 
the Gateway Hotel Airport Garden, Colombo.

Operational for the past three decades, the Colombo 
hotel is jointly owned by Mukesh Advani and Prakash 
Advani, and the Hirdaramani family with a 50 per cent 
stake each.

Since the inception, the hotel has been managed and 
operated by the Taj Group, which also operates two 
other properties in Sri Lanka, in Colombo and Bentota, 
under the Taj and Vivanta brands respectively.

With this, Gateway Hotel has doubled its capacity to 
200 rooms to meet the growing demand and has 
refurbished its lobby.

“The theme of the new block, consisting of 98 executive 
rooms and two suites, has been conceptualised to 
include a modern flavour of Sri Lanka and caters to 
all segments of MICE, leisure, corporate and transit 
travellers,” the company said in a statement.  USD 10 
million was invested in the expansion project.

“Given the hotel’s proximity to the airport and the 
steady growth of Sri Lankan tourism, we feel it is an  
 
opportune time to expand our inventory,” Taj Group 
Area Director - Sri Lanka, Rohit Khosla said.

(Source: http://www.cinnamonhotels.com)
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Joint Celebration of the ‘Indian Technical & Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) Day and the ‘International Students Day’ 
19 March 2014

The annual get-together of the ITEC Alumni and Sri 
Lankan students who studied in India as well as Sri 
Lanka under various scholarship schemes of the 
Government of India was held on 19 March, 2014, at 
Hotel Taj Samudra.  Hon S. B. Dissanayake, Minister of 
Higher Education, Government of Sri Lanka, graced the 
occasion as the Chief Guest.  About 300 alumni of Indian 
educational and training institutions, from various parts 
of Sri Lanka, attended the reception.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Guest, Hon. S. 
B. Dissanayake, lauded Maulana Azad’s leading role 
in laying the foundation of India´s school and higher 
education system, including renowned institutions of 
national importance such as the Indian Institutes of 
Technology.  Minister Dissanayake appreciated India’s 
valuable scholarship assistance to Sri Lankan nationals 
and acknowledged that these educational and technical 
scholarships helped bridge the gap between demand 
and supply for such programmes in Sri Lanka, as well as 
meet the increasing aspirations of the people.

In his welcome address, High Commissioner H.E. Y.  
K. Sinha, thanked the Hon. Minister for gracing the 
function as the Chief Guest and appreciated the large 
turnout of participants who had come from all over Sri 
Lanka.  He noted that India-Sri Lanka cooperation in 
the field of education had a long history.  At present, 
India offered more than 270 scholarships to Sri Lankan  
students to study in India, and 500 scholarships under 
the CEWET and the Mahatma Gandhi scheme for 
students studying in Sri Lanka.   The High Commissioner 
conveyed that ITEC, initiated in 1964 as India’s bilateral 
programme of assistance, was being constantly re-
designed and refocused, based on the evolving needs 
of India’s partners, including Sri Lanka.  He added that 
Sri Lanka was the one of the topmost partner countries 
of ITEC, with 190 senior Sri Lankan state sector officials 
going to India annually for training in over 100 courses.   
The High Commissioner also highlighted that education 
was also an important sector of the India-Sri Lanka 
development partnership.

Several Sri Lankan alumni shared their experiences 
of studying and participating in training programmes 
in prestigious institutions in India, recollecting their 
warm memories, appreciating their useful experience 
and conveying the manner in which the exposure had 
helped them in their professional roles and duties in 
their country.

The ITEC programme was launched nearly 50 years ago, 
in the early 1960s, as India’s bilateral programme of 
assistance in the field of human resource development.  
Sri Lanka is one of the most important partner countries 
for the ITEC and the Colombo Plan scholarship 
programmes.  190 training slots are allocated annually 
for capacity-building and training in diverse areas like 
IT, English language, management, rural development, 
finance, mass communication, remote sensing, etc.  
The entire cost of travel, training and stay is borne by 
the Government of India, along with payment of a living 
allowance of INR 25,000/- per month, book allowance 
@ INR 5,000/-, study tours including visits to places of 
historical importance, and medical facilities.

International Students’ Day is observed every year to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of Independent 
India and Founder President of the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations (ICCR).  Nearly 270 scholarships and 
self-finance slots are offered each year to Sri Lankan 
students for higher studies in India.  The main categories 
under which the scholarships are offered are:

Scholarship for Children of Estate Workers: 
350 scholarships are offered annually to children of 
estate workers to pursue their Advanced Level and 
undergraduate studies.  Applications are invited every 
year from the students in April and May.  Selected 
students are provided a monthly stipend for a period 
ranging from 2-5 years, till they complete their studies.
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Indian CEO Forum fosters economic ties and showcases investment 
opportunities in Sri Lanka
21 March 2014

The Indian CEO Forum (ICF) held its 
AGM on Friday, 21 March, at the Taj 
Samudra Hotel, Colombo. Governor 
of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Ajith 
Nivard Cabraal was the Chief Guest 
while High Commissioner of India Y. K. 
Sinha was the Guest of Honour.

A large number of invitees including  
Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
Secretary Anura Siriwardena, NDB 
Chairman Sunil G. Wijesinha, Commercial 
Bank Chairman Dinesh Weerakody, 
People’s Leasing CEO D.P. Kumarage, 
Sri Lanka Export Development Board 
Chairman Bandula Egodage and CEOs 
of multinational companies were also 
present at the event.

ICF, launched in July 2013 by Minister 
of Economic Development Basil 
Rajapaksa, was formed in recognition of 
the significant growth of Indian private 
sector investments in Sri Lanka. ICF is 
a registered body and its membership 
is constituted by Indian investments in 
Sri Lanka, Indian heads of MNCs and Sri 
Lankan companies.

“ICF focus areas

 z Facilitating Government efforts in 
providing safe drinking water in 
areas affected by CKD

 z Facilitating greater number of tourist arrival from 
India

 z Diabetes care

 z Generation of employment – by organising a job fair”

The objectives of the Indian CEO Forum is to promote 
and contribute to the economic growth of Sri Lanka 
through Indian investment, safeguard and strengthen 
existing economic cooperation, foster new economic 
ties between India and Sri Lanka, provide an open 
forum for the business leaders of Indian origin 
employed with Indian multinationals and Sri Lankan 
business/commercial organisations in Sri Lanka. ICF 
endeavours to showcase investment opportunities in 
Sri Lanka to potential new investors from India.

ICF President Sanjay Tiwari outlined the following focus 
areas for the next financial year in his communication:

 z Facilitating Government efforts in providing safe 
drinking water in areas affected by CKD

 z Facilitating greater number of tourist arrival from 
India

 z Diabetes care

 z Generation of employment – by organising a job fair

During the AGM, the existing 
Board of ICF consisting of Sanjay 
Tiwari, Executive Director and 
CEO – Piramal Glass Ceylon Plc; 
Kiran Redkar, CEO – Ultra Tech 
Cement; Umesh Gautam, CEO 
– Lanka Ashok Leyland; Subodh 
Dakwale, Managing Director – 
Lanka IOC; Kishore Reddy, CEO 
– Platinum Realty Investments; 
T.S. Prakash, CEO – Revlon Lanka; 
and Biju Jacob, Country Head 
– ICICI Bank, Sri Lanka were re-
elected for the year 2014-15. 

Massive progress in trade 
and cultural relations

Sinha in his remarks outlined the 
massive progress made in trade 
and cultural relations:

“Actively partner with us to 
further strengthen the economic 
relations of the two countries 
by encouraging more Indian 
companies to invest in various 
sectors in Sri Lanka and likewise 
guide Sri Lankan entrepreneurs 
willing to do business in India or 
invest in India. The two countries 
will benefit by enhancing the 
existing synergies. Many of the 

Indian CEOs have adopted Sri Lanka as their second 
home. Together with their economic and commercial 
operations, they are also at the front in promoting 
people-to-people contact.

“The Indian CEO Forum would serve as a symbiotic 
link that binds our two countries and will further 
enhance our economic engagement in terms of 
mutually beneficial trade and investment, thereby 
creating a win-win situation for both countries. India 
and Sri Lanka enjoy a vibrant and growing economic 
and commercial partnership, with both trade and 
investment expanding greatly in recent years. The 
cornerstone of this relationship has been the India 
Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement which was signed in 
1998 and was implemented with effect from 1 March 
2000. The FTA has led to the emergence of a genuinely 
vibrant economic relationship and made for a quantum 
jump in trade, investment and economic cooperation 
between India and Sri Lanka.

“After the coming into effect of the FTA, Sri Lankan 
exports to India have seen a more than 10-fold increase 
from US$ 49 million in 1999 to US$ 543 million in 2013. 
Looking at imports from India, they have increased from 
US$ 512 million in 1999 to US$ 3186 million in 2013. 
The FTA has thus proved to be a real engine of growth 
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for bilateral commercial interaction. According to Sri 
Lankan Customs data, the bilateral trade amounted to 
US$ 3.73 billion in 2013.

“On the investment front, top Indian companies 
have displayed great interest in Sri Lanka, investing 
in the country across sectors such as infrastructure, 
manufacturing, services, and construction. The 
cumulative FDI approvals for Indian investments stand 
about US$ 1 billion since 2003. Nearly US$ 2 billion 
worth of FDI has been committed by Indian companies 
for the next five years or so. Sri Lankan companies too 
are finding opportunities in the large Indian markets, 
leveraging FTA provisions.

“The bilateral economic cooperation has diversified 
across multiple areas of engagement, including 
trade in goods and services, tourism, infrastructure, 
education, science and technology, and agriculture. Air 
connectivity has gone up and almost one-fifth of tourist 
arrivals in Sri Lanka are from India.  The Colombo Port 
is a major trans-shipment hub for cargo originating in, 
or destined for, India. It has been estimated that nearly 
70% of Colombo Port’s transhipment business is from 
India.

“The way forward for this dynamic economic 
relationship was charted during the visit of Anand 
Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Textiles, 
Government of India, to Sri Lanka in August 2012, 
when both sides decided to take several key steps 
to further deepen trade and investment relations. 
Proposal focusing on increasing Sri Lanka’s export 
capacity with promotion of manufacturing of products 
like automobile parts, engineering products and 
pharmaceuticals with Indian investment and forging 
linkages across the production and supply chains of 
the two countries were put forward. We have also set 
for ourselves an ambitious target of doubling bilateral 
trade to reach US$ 10 billion in next three years.” 

Cabraal commends Sri Lanka’s “excellent” 
Sri Lanka-India relationship

Governor Cabraal at the outset indicated his “pleasant 
surprise that as many as 49 Indian business heads 
were part of the ICF and contributing to the growth of 
the Sri Lankan economy”.

Sharing his vision for the next three years he said: The 
vision for the Sri Lankan economy envisages a growth 
of about 8% per annum on a sustainable basis, and 
a per capita income of over US$ 4,000 before 2016… 
through stable and good governance, controlling 
inflation and investing in ‘stars of the future’.”

“Sri Lanka introduced the new ‘stars’ while the existing 
‘cash cows’ were yet performing and delivering. Just like 
the apparel sector has grown in 30 years from about 
US$ 20 million industry to a US$ 4 billion industry, 
the new ‘stars’ have the potential to grow as much, 
or substantially more, over the next few years. The 
values of maritime and aviation activities are growing 
substantially. Tourism: From US$ 400 million in 2005 
to US$ 1.6 billion in 2013; expected to grow to US$ 

3.1 billion by 2016. IT/KPO/BPO: from US$ 83 million 
in 2005 to US$ 600 million in 2013; expected to grow 
to US$ 2,000 million by 2020. Transportation services 
(maritime and aviation included): from US$70 million in 
2005 to US$ 1,900 million in 2013; expected to grow to 
US$ 6,000 million by 2020.”

Cabraal stated that it is a matter of satisfaction that the 
past four years have been among the only five years 
of high growth + low inflation years in the post-1977 
period. He listed out the challenges that Sri Lanka will 
have to deal with as it goes forward:

 z Improve productivity levels of our existing activities

 z Ensure that Sri Lanka does not fall prey to the 
“middle income trap” which ensnared several 
countries. 

 z Maintain political stability

 z Ensure that poverty remains low,

 z Keep unemployment at low levels, and

 z Ensure balanced regional development takes place.

“To realise this vision on a sustained basis, India as one 
of Sri Lanka’s key overseas partners, can do much… 
Sri Lanka’s relationship with India and Indian business 
has been an excellent one. Total trade between Sri 
Lanka and India amounted to US$ 3.73 million in 2013 
compared to US$ 673 million in 2001, which was the 
first full year the India-Sri Lanka FTA came into force. 
Sri Lanka’s exports to India which were at US$ 72 
million in 2001 have increased to US$ 543 million in 
2013. The ISFTA was signed on 28 December 1998.  
It was enforced with effect from 1 March 2000 and 
this has benefited businesses from both countries, as 
elaborated by the High Commissioner.”

“The Sri Lankan people have greatest respect and love 
for India and its people,” said Cabraal, quipping that 
the only time that Sri Lanka does not wish India all the 
best is when Sri Lanka plays cricket against India!

The Governor added: “Business entities and 
personalities can be very helpful in improving and 
helping to develop relationships as well. Politicians 
usually follow business interests. Business and politics 
are closely-linked. Economic activity cannot flourish if a 
country is politically unstable.”

He opined that the ICF could be an important bridge 
to improve India-Sri Lanka relationships further and Sri 
Lanka has been generous with its economy for entry 
by Indian companies. Elaborating on what role the ICF 
could play in helping achieve his vision, he said: “There 
are two basic ways whereby Indian businesses could 
contribute towards realising the Sri Lankan economic 
vision. One, by participating actively in numerous 
business opportunities. Two, by contributing to the 
strengthening of the political relationship between 
the two countries, by proactively engaging the Indian 
political leadership to view Sri Lanka as a friend and 
ally.”

(Source: http://www.ft.lk)
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Visit of Sugarcane farmers to India
31 March 2014

As a landmark event in the sugar industry in Sri 
Lanka, a group of 20 outstanding sugarcane 
farmers attached to Pelwatta and Sewanagala 
sugar factories of Lanka Sugar Company Ltd. left 
the island recently for a training session in India.

Prior to their departure, the farmers started that their 
intention was to make use of knowledge gained during 
this training session to improve productivity of their 

sugar cane plantation and they were optimistic that 
the learning could be shared among other farmers too, 
benefitting the whole industry.

This overseas training for sugarcane farmers was 
organised under the direction of Minister of Sugar 
Industry Development Lakshman Senewiratne.

(Source: Daily FT)

Overview of the Indian Economy
Courtesy: INDIA IN BUSINESS - PREFERRED INVESTMENT DESTINATION; Published by the Ministry of External Affairs

Among the world’s leading growth economies 
India is one of the world’s fastest growing 
economies (after China), having recorded a 
decadal growth rate of 7.8 percent during FY 
03-FY12.  It embarked on this high growth 
trajectory during the 10th Five Year Plan 
with a growth rate of more than 8 percent in 
FY 04 and reached a peak of 9.6 percent in 
FY 07.  The growth in the 11th Five Year Plan 
also made several headlines for being the 
highest five year plan growth ever in India.

This is despite a slowdown to 6.7 percent in 
FY 09; an aftermath of the global financial 
crisis in 2008.  The economy recovered 
quickly due to the same factors that fueled its growth 
during the shining decade of FY 03-FY 12.  These factors 
include a growing services sector, strong domestic 
demand, higher investment, expanding infrastructure, 
and a reform-focused government among others.  It 
has been due to these strong fundamentals that India 
has gained greater world attention, especially from 
foreign investors.  This can be gaged from the more 
than three-fold rise in the BSE Sensex, which closed 
at 19,610 in FY 13 compared to 5,839 in FY 031.  

At present, the Indian economy is slowing due to both 
domestic and global factors, but the GoI and the RBI 
have taken several measures to revive growth and 
instill positive sentiments among investors, business 
and multilateral institutions.  Consequently, economic 
growth in FY 14 is projected to recover.  This underlines 
the fact that India’s slowdown has probably bottomed 
out, and will have strong growth prospects in the 

future. 
Increased contribution of service 
sector

In the past decade, the GDP of India 
witnessed a shift in its composition in 
favour of services.  The contribution of 
services increased from 52.5 percent in 
FY 04 to a staggering 59.6 percent in FY 
13.  The shift has been mainly the result 
of a strong and robust service sector.  
The service sector has also attracted the 
highest FI inflow, accounting for more 
than 19 percent of total FDI inflows 
between April 2000 and June 2013. 

Furthermore, the surge of the service sector has been 
integral to the paradigm shift regarding India being 
perceived by the global community as a pioneer in 
knowledge and technology oriented services which 
displaced the agriculture sector, reducing its share 
from 20.3 percent in FY 04 to 13.7 percent in FY 13.

The service sector with a high share in GDP is trade, 
hotels, transport and communication.  In FY 13, it 
accounted for a share of 27.8 percent in GDP and 46.7 
percent in services.
 
High share of domestic consumption and 
investment

The Indian economy has been a primarily domestic 
driven economy which can be gauged from the high 
share of domestic demand (private and government 

Economic Strides
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consumption expenditure) in the country’s GDP. Though 
the share has marginally declined from 72.0 percent in 
FY 04 to 70.9 percent in FY 13, it continues to remain 
substantially high.  This has positively insulated the 
Indian economy to some extent from a global slowdown.  
On the other hand, the share of investment has risen 
from 25.7 percent in FY 04 to 37.0 percent in FY 13.  This 
strengthens the prospects of India’s long-term growth. 
 
Expanding infrastructure

India’s infrastructure has been continually improving 
as reflected in the following instances. 

• The domestic telecom sector is the second largest 
in the world, after China.  The country’s wireless and 
wire-line subscriber base stood at 867.8 million and 
30.2 million, respectively, as at the end of March 
2013.

• The installed electricity capacity increased by 12 
percent y-o-y to 223,343.6 MW at the end of March 
2013.

• The capacity of refineries stood at 215 MT in April 
2013.

• Many other infrastructure facilities in other sectors 
such as railways, airways and ports are also either 
being constructed or revamped to support higher 
capacity. 

In order to support infrastructure development in the 
12th Five Year Plan period, the GoI has envisaged an 
investment of $ 1 trillion.   The private sector is expected 
to play a major role in projects from sectors such as 
power, airports, metro-rail and road.  According to 
the World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness 
Report 2012-13, India’s ranking improved in many 
infrastructure subsectors (including ports and power 
supply).  The country fares well in railroad infrastructure 
with a ranking of 27/144, followed by airways with 
a ranking of 68/144.  It is expected that continued 
government support will lead to an expansion in 
infrastructure and improved rankings.

(Link for download:   http://goo.gl/gd1A0e )

World Hindi Day Celebrations
10 January 2014

To celebrate World Hindi Day on 10 January, the 
Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo conducted an Essay 
Competition on 4 January 2014.  The competition was 
held under following topics and for the age groups:

 z Ordinary Level Hindi students – “Mera Praya 
thiyohar” (My favourite Festival) – Max words 100.

 z Advanced Level Hindi students – “Sri Lanka mai 
Hindi ki sthithi” (Position of Hindi in Sri Lanka) – 
Max words 150.

 z Above 19 years – “Sri Lanka Me Hindi prachar 
prasar kisprakar kiya ja saktha hai” (How to 
develop Hindi in Sri Lanka).  Max words 200. 

On 10 January 2014, the Centre organized an event 
to present certificates to candidates who successfully 
completed the Hindi examinations.  Students from 
various other institutions in Sri Lanka involved in 
promoting Hindi, presented various cultural items. 
Certificates were distributed thereafter by the Guests 
of Honour, Mrs. Eesha Srivastava, First Secretary 
(Press & Information) and Mr. Gaurav Ahuluwalia, First 
Secretary (Political) of the High Commission of India, 
Colombo.  The certificate distribution was followed by 
cultural performances by the Hindi students of the 
Indian Cultural Centre and a small reception.  Around 
80 students participated in the competitions.

Culture
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Sarangi: Classical Music and Ghazals by D.D. Gunasena
17 January 2014

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized 
“Sarangi” an evening of classical music and Ghazals by 
the well-known Sri Lankan musician D. D. Gunasena 
on 17 January 2014 at the Centre.  Around 120 guests 
attended the concert.

D. D. Gunasena is a violinist, vocalist and musical 
composer.  He is arguably Sri Lanka’s best violinist with 

50 years of professional experience. He is a recepient 
of the “Kala Bhushana”; an award given to artists who 
have contributed to the development of Sri Lankan 
music.  He has composed music for both TV and films, 
such as, ‘Akunu Pahara’ and ‘Reroo’.  D. D. Gunasena 
is a senior member of both the Sinhalese and Tamil 
orchestras of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation. 

One World- One Voice – Spiritual Symphony by Sonam Kalra and Her 
Sufi Gospel Project 
25 January 2014

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized a 
musical evening titled, “One World- One Voice – Spiritual 
Symphony” by Sonam Kalra and her Sufi Gospel Project 
with the support of the India-Sri Lanka Foundation, 

the Ministry of Culture and Art, the Government of 
Sri Lanka, and Hotel Taj Samudra, in Colombo.  The 
renowned spiritual vocalist and her Sufi Gospel Project 
from India mesmerized the audience at the Bishop’s 
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College Auditorium with the mellifluent virtuosity in 
their songs.  Her performance in Colombo was part 
of the 64th Anniversary celebrations of the Republic 
Day of India.   Rauff Hakeem, Minister of Justice was 
the Chief Guest on the occasion and Y. K. Sinha, High 
Commissioner of India, presided over the function.  
Several Ambassadors and cultural personalities 
attended the event.  Known for her powerful yet 
sensitive voice and her ability to blend styles, Sonam 
Kalra and her troupe justified their talents with their 
brilliant performance.  The performance commenced 
with an invocation that transcended the various belief 
systems to reach subliminal spirituality, which is the 
absolute aim of all religions.  Assimilating the nuances 
of spirituality of the Persian, western and great Indian 
traditions were the core features of her compositions.  
One could hear the blending of Christian hymns with 

that of Kabir verses and the trance-effects of the Sufi 
ways of singing along with the Hindustani style to which 
she often resorted to.

Though born a Sikh, Sonam, with her innovative ideals 
of singing and devotion to the absolute, came up with 
a style of singing that underlines that the path towards 
God, whatever may be the route one takes, is that of 
faith and of universal truth.  Her popular numbers 
“Man Manam”, “Na Man Manam”, “Halleluiah”, “Chal 
Buleyya” and “In the Gardern” greatly touched the 
audience.   She concluded her recital with the highly 
popular Rajasthani hymn “Mast Kalandar”.  The artistes 
who performed were Anil Chawla on keyboard, Rajesh 
Prasanna on flute, Ahsan Ali Khan on Sarangi, Amaan 
Ali Khan on Tabla and Tarit Pal on percussion.

(photo courtesy ceylontoday.lk)

Cultural Performance by the Students of ICC 
26 January 2014

The students of the Indian Cultural Centre presented 
a cultural performance on 26 January 2014 at the flag 
hoisting ceremony at India House on the occassion 
of India’s Republic Day.  Classical and folk dance 

items under the guidance of their guru Kalasoori 
Vasugy Jegatheeswaran and patriotic songs under the 
guidance of Ms. Manjula Seneviratne, were presented.

Screening of Documentary: Sama – Muslim Mystic of India
12 February 12 2014

On 12 February 2014, the Indian Cultural Centre 
screened the documentary film, “Sama” directed by 
Sharia Khan.

The film explores the Islamic music traditions in India 
and portrays how they have borrowed and taken 
inspiration from the culture of the India, in both form 
and content, to become a truly magnificent sound.  The 
film discovers that connection which allows the artiste 
to become one with the Creator and experience peace, 
calm, serenity and joy.

Shazia was born in Kashmir and completed her Masters 
in Mass Communication from AJK MCRC, Jamia Millia 

Islamia in 1999.  She has 
directed more than ten 
documentaries and done 
a huge body of work for 
international channels like 
Dutch National Broadcast 
Television, NMO, DHM, 
France 24 and France 
2 and Caravan.  Her 
documentaries have 
won awards and have 
been screened at various 
International film festivals.  
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Bharatha Natyam Recital by S.L. Mohamed Rashan
18 February 2014

The Indian Culture Centre, Colombo organized a 
Bharata Natyam recital by S. L. Mohomad Rashan on 18 
February 2014 at its auditorium.  Rashan commenced 
his performance with Alarippu and continued with a 
Patham “Varegalama Aiya” in raagam Manj and thalam 
Misra Chappu, a Keerthanam “Ananda Nadamadum 
Paadam” in ragam Kedara Gowlai, a thalam Aadi and 
concluded with Thillana.  His performance was very 
well received and appreciated.  Mohomad Rashan 

has completed his 4 year diploma course in bharatha 
natyam with a first class from the Kalakshetra College 
of Fine Arts, India.  He is presently pursuing a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree at the Kalaikaveri University, India.  
He received his initial training in bharata natyam 
under Kalasuri Vasugi Jegatheeswaran at the Natya 
Kala Mandir Centre for Visual and Performing Arts, Sri 
Lanka.  He has also learnt Kandyan and low country 
dances.

Nrithya Samarpanam – A Bharatha Natyam Recital to mark the Maha 
Sivarathri Festival
21 February 2014

The Indian Culture Centre, Colombo organized a 
classical dance programe titled, “Nrithya Samarpanam” 
to mark the Maha Shivarathri Festival on 21 February 
2014 at its auditorium.

The dance programme was presented by artistes 
of Nruthana Dance School, Natya Kala Mandhir, 
Nirmalanjali School of Dance and Swasthic Academy.

The dance compositions were choreographed by 
eminent bharatha natyam teachers of Sri Lanka - 
Shivanandhi Haridharshan, Vasugy Jegatheeswaran, 
Nirmala John. Suriyakala Chandrika Jeevananthan 
and Geethanjali Sudharshan.  The programme was 
organized by the Indian Cultural Centre in association 
with Media Manthra.  Around 140 guests participated 
in the event.
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Geeth Madhuri 2014
23 February 2014

This year’s Geeth Madhuri was organised by the “Old 
Hindi Film & Song Lovers’ Society of Sri Lanka” on 23 
February 2014 at 3.00 p.m. at the Bishop’s College 
Auditorium, Colombo-03. The event was supported by 
the High Commission of India through the Grant-in-Aid 
Programme of the Ministry of Culture, Government of 
India. 

As usual, it was a fully packed house and connoisseurs 
of hindi film music thoroughly enjoyed the show which 
featured a live orchestra conducted by the renowned 

Sri Lankan Music Director Sarath De Alwis. This year, 
the programme included two short Kathak dance 
sequences from popular hindi films.

The Old Hindi Film & Song Lovers’ Society of Sri Lanka, 
founded in 2001 with the objective of promoting and 
sharing their common love of old Hindi films and songs, 
brings together three generations of Sri Lankans who 
have grown up listening to melodious old Hindi film 
songs.
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Screening of Documentary: The Women in Blue Berets
26 February 2014

The Indian Cultural Centre screened the 
documentary film “The Women in Blue 
Berets” directed by Farida Pacha on 26 
February 2014 at its auditorium.

The film about Liberia; a nation scarred 
by 14 years of brutal civil war, captures a 
critical moment in its history as it heads for 
its second democratic election in October 
2011.  This election will decide the country’s 
future course towards peace and stability 
or violence and chaos.  Assisting the UN 
Peace Keeping Operations is a special unit 
from India, an all women police contingent.  
Deployed yearly since 2007, it is the first 

such unit of its kind.  Will the Indian 
police women succeed in their 
mission to keep peace in Liberia?

Farida, the director of the film has an 
MFA in Filmmaking from Southern 
Illinois University, USA.  She has made 
several experimental, educational 
and documentary films.  Her 
documentary for PSBT, “The Seed 
Keepers”, won the 2006 National 
Film Award for the Best Agricultural 
Film.  Around 30 guests attended the 
screening.

Sri Thyagaraja Aaradhana
3 March 2014 

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo in association with the 
Hindu Educational Society and the Express Newspapers 
of Ceylon Ltd organised Sri Thyagaraja Aradhana, an 
annual musical and dance festival paying homage to 
the great Carnatic music composer Thyagaraja, on 
Monday 3 March 2014  at the Saraswathie Hall, No.75, 
Lorensz Road, Bambalapitiya, Colombo 04.

Musicians, vocalists as well as instrumentalists and 
percussionists from all over Sri Lanka came together 
and rendered Pancharatna Keerthanas (five songs) of 
Thyagaraja on this occasion. The choral rendition of 
the five songs is an integral feature of the Aradhana. 
All Carnatic musicians consider Thyagaraja as their 
inspiration, source and touchstone of their musical 
creativity. Thyagaraja, one among the Trinity of Carnatic 
Music, composed nearly 700 compositions, two musical 

plays in Telugu, the Prahalada Bhakti Vijayam and the 
Nauka Charitam.

The commemorative weeklong music festival “Sri 
Thyagaraja Aaradhana” is held in the months of January 
to February every year at Thiruvaiyaru in Thanjavur 
District in the state of Tamil Nadu, India, in honour of 
Thyagaraja. A large number of leading exponents and 
lovers of Carnatic music converge at his Samadhi on 
the banks of the river Cauvery in Thanjavur district to 
pay homage to him.

This year in addition to the musicians, dancers 
also  performed . While the singers were singing the 
keerthanams, the dance performances described the 
keerthanam.
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Abhee: a Dance Drama by Moksha Art of Dance
6 March  2014 

In an effort of collaboration to pay tribute to Indian 
cinema, the India-Sri Lanka Foundation and the 
Indian Cultural Centre, jointly supported Abhee; a 
dance drama organized by the Moksha Art of Dance 
(Academy) on 11 March, 2014 at the Bishop’s College 
Auditorium.  The High Commissioner of India to Sri 
Lanka, H.E. Y. K. Sinha, was the Chief Guest at the event.

Ms. Moksha Samarasooriya who received her 
Kathak dance training at Bhathkande Music Institute, 
Lucknow, India, performed in this programme along 
with her students.     The event featured a fusion of 
the well known Indian dance form Kathak with modern 
free styles and folk traditions for an unforgettable 
combination of four Abhinayas.  This was an attempt to 
reinterpret  popular culture using the same iconography 
but fashioning it with colors of classical dance.

The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established 
by a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in 
order to foster India - Sri Lanka relations through 
the enhancement of economic, scientific, technical 
and cultural cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two 

countries.  Core areas identified by the Foundation 
for promoting understanding and cooperation, 
between the two countries are education and 
culture, archaeological studies, agricultural research, 
science and technology, health, technical training, 
development studies and women’s studies.
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Triveni - Confluence of Dance, Music and Art
23 March 2014

An evening of music and dance to celebrate Vasanth 
Utsav was staged by Santiniketan Friends  on 23 March 
2014. 

High Commisssioner H. E. Shri Y.K.Sinha graced the 
event as Chief Guest. The event was supported by the 

High Commission of India and was one of the events 
sponsored under the Government of India’s grant-in-
aid scheme for India-Sri Lanka Friendship Societies. 

Thilini, Anusha, Peshala, Maduranga and their students 
presented a variey of song and dance sequences.

Screening of Documentary Film ‘A Land, Strangely Familiar’
26 March  2014

Indian Cultural Centre screened the documentary film 
titled “A Land, Strangely Familiar” directed by Aparna 
Sanyal at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 26 March 2014 at its 
auditorium at 16/2 Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7. 

The film is an expression of the filmmaker’s experiences 
as she travels extensively through the country of 
Nepal and finds stories of its relationship with India 
that go beyond the boundaries of history, politics and 
geography. Based on the vibrant relationship between 
the two countries, the film is a cultural tool that strives 
to evoke awareness against preconceived notions and 
support the development of inter– cultural empathy 
and cross-border exchange. 

Aparna has worked extensively on documentaries and 
TV shows for both Indian and international televisions on 
a wide variety of subjects including the Indian polity and 

economy, sexuality, women’s 
issues, the Indian youth, the 
partition of India, environment 
development and mental 
health. Tedhi Lakeer or The 
Crooked Line, co- directed 
by her, was one of the first 
films to be made in India to 
protest the criminalization 
of homosexuality in the 
country. Aparna is one of the 
jurors for the UNICEF ABA 
CASBAA International Child 
Rights Films Award. She is also the co-founder and 
Creative Director for Mixed Media Productions and 
Oasis Television. Her Film, A Drop of Sunshine, won the 
National Award for the Best Educational Film in 2012.
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