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I warmly welcome all the distinguished delegates at 
the Fifth Conference of  the Association of  SAARC 
Speakers and Parliamentarians in India. I extend a 
special welcome to the delegates from Afghanistan, 
who are participating in this Conference for the first 
time. 

South Asia has seen many changes since the first 
Conference was held in 1995. The winds of  
democracy have swept across the length and breadth 
of  South Asia. In some cases, there has been a 
peaceful transition from an old order to a new one. In 
some, the end of  war and conflict has opened new 
opportunities for political accommodation and 
devolution of  powers. In others, the struggle for the 
hearts and minds of  the people is underway to defeat 
the forces of  terrorism and extremism. 

The picture is a mixed one, but what is common is 
the optimism about the future and the abiding faith 
of  our people in universal adult franchise and free 
and fair elections. 

Parliament is the supreme organ of  democracy that 
reflects the collective will of  the people and the 
sovereignty of  the state. Today, more than ever 
before, a tremendous responsibility rests on our 
parliaments to safeguard political liberties, protect 
fundamental human freedoms and the rule of  law. 

At the SAARC Summit in Thimphu in April last year, 
SAARC Leaders had agreed that a Conclave of  
SAARC Parliamentarians be established in order to 

benefit from the democratic and participatory 
tradition represented by the Parliamentarians of  
South Asia. 

We had also agreed to form a `South Asia Forum` 
with representatives from Parliaments of  SAARC 
countries to engender debate, discussion and 
exchange of  ideas on South Asia and its future 
development. 

These are initiatives worthy of  our wholehearted 
support. 

We in South Asia face common challenges of  mass 
poverty, unemployment, lack of  adequate health 
care, illiteracy and environmental degradation. Each 
of  us has rich and varied experiences in tackling these 
challenges. We should learn from each other`s 
experiences, and reinforce each other`s efforts to 
deal with these challenges. 

One of  the lessons history has taught us is that no 
country can prosper in isolation. We live in an inter-
connected world, and this is especially so in South 
Asia. We share common borders, whether on land or 
sea. What happens in one country necessarily affects 
the other. Our destinies are bound by history as well 
as by geography. If  we act with wisdom and sagacity, 
we all stand to benefit. 

The free flow of  information and the explosion in 
communication technologies imply that physical 
borders can no longer divide our nations. We must 
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh delivering the inaugural address at the Fifth Conference of Association of Speakers and 
Parliamentarians, at Parliament House, in New Delhi on July 09, 2011.The Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar and the Speakers of 
Parliaments of SAARC Countries are also seen.



not only keep pace with technology, but also harness 
its benefits to bring down the psychological barriers 
that separate us. 

We have a shared civilizational and cultural heritage 
going back many centuries. We celebrate our 
pluralism and diversity of  religion, language and 
culture while finding our strength in unity. We must 
learn to speak with one voice on the common 
challenges that face us. 

South Asia is home to perhaps the most youthful 
population in the world. They demand and deserve a 
better future, and it is incumbent on us to respond to 
their aspirations. We can reap a rich demographic 
dividend if  we can equip our youth with the right 
skills, make them employable and channel their 
energies to productive ends. Disaffection and 
alienation provide a fertile breeding ground for 
intolerance, violence and terrorism, which then 
threaten our societies and rupture the social fabric. 

The establishment of  the South Asian University is a 
most timely initiative in this context. I am happy that 
it has started its academic session in 2010. With the 
support of  all SAARC nations, the University has the 
potential to become an important centre of  learning 
in the region. 

Economic development is a fundamental 
prerequisite for human progress. Economic growth 
has to be inclusive and balanced. We cannot allow 
pockets of  poverty to persist either within our 
countries or within the broader region. India 
provides opportunities for all of  South Asia to 
benefit from its economic growth and vast market. 
We have opened our market and we are committed to 
pursuing policies that benefit the entire regional 
economy as a whole. South Asia must prosper as a 
whole. 

Intra-regional trade since the introduction of  the 
South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006 has grown to 
1.2 billion US dollars. We have declared 2010-2020 as 
the `Decade of  Intra-regional Connectivity` in 
SAARC. The SAARC Development Fund is now 
well established. The SAARC Regional Food Bank 
has been set up to meet food emergencies in the 
region. 

We are moving in the right direction, but we need to 
move much faster. 

Perhaps no region is more vulnerable to the effects 
of  climate change and other challenges to 
sustainable development than ours. Regional 

cooperation is vital for improving the quality of  
governance in managing our natural resources, in 
preventing land and water degradation and in 
strengthening our food, water and energy security. 
We should do this at all levels bilaterally, sub-
regionally and as a region as a whole. The SAARC 
Convention on Cooperation in Environment agreed 
upon at the SAARC Summit in Thimphu in 2010 
deserves to be implemented in full. 

I am glad that this Conference will focus on the issue 
of  sustainable development. South Asia cannot 
afford to copy western lifestyles. We have to tap our 
own genius to develop models of  growth, which 
correspond to our resource endowments, and yet 
enable us to banish the scourge of  poverty from our 
midst. 

South Asia cannot realise its full potential until and 
unless we solve our differences peacefully and 
develop the culture of  solving our problems 
ourselves. Others cannot solve our problems for us. 
The scourge of  terrorism has taken a huge toll on all 
our societies. It is a cancer that if  not checked, will 
consume us all. I would like to believe that we have 
the will and foresight to prevent such an outcome. 

Resolving differences and reconciling different 
viewpoints are what Parliaments and their Presiding 
Officers do on a daily basis. This is a job Smt. Meira 
Kumar has done with outstanding success in our 
own Lok Sabha and I congratulate her. As 
Parliamentarians you are uniquely placed to help 
inculcate the sense of  a common South Asian 
destiny in your countries. We would like to see many 
more exchanges among our Parliamentarians. 

India remains firmly committed to principles and 
ideals of  SAARC. We will go the extra mile to make 
SAARC an effective organisation that benefits all 
citizens of  South Asia. 

In conclusion, let me say that we would like our 
Parliamentarians to act as the conscience keepers of  
South Asian cooperation and integration. I wish you 
all success in your deliberations and look forward to 
your valuable recommendations. 

With these words, I have great pleasure in declaring 
the 5th Conference of  the Association of  SAARC 
Speakers and Parliamentarians open.
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Address by Mrs. Nirupama Rao, Foreign Secretary at the 
Inaugural Session of the International Conference on Fisheries 
organized by the Observer Research Foundation 

It is indeed a great pleasure to be in your midst this 
evening. At the outset, allow me to thank the 
Observer Research Foundation for taking this 
important initiative to conduct a Round Table 
Conference on a relevant and topical subject like 
fisheries. I wish to, in particular, thank Mr. Sathiya 
Moorthy for conceptualizing and preparing for this 
international conference. 

 I am also happy to see that the ORF has brought 
together experts and intellectuals from Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, USA, Europe and Australia, apart from 
academics, experts and officials from India. I 
extend a special welcome to those who have 
travelled from distant places to be here for this 
International Conference.

 Many of  us present this evening would 
undoubtedly have seen a recent issue of  the Time 
Magazine on “The future of  fish”. Unfortunately, 
the conclusions are not very encouraging. 
Overfishing has depleted as much as 90% of  the 
large species such as tuna and marlin, while 
according to the United Nations, 32% of  our global 
fish stocks are overexploited. The article refers to a 
recent report by the International Programme on 
the State of  the Ocean that found that the world’s 
marine species faced threats “unprecedented in 
human history”, attributable mainly to overfishing. 
It is, therefore, both timely and relevant for an 
international conference such as ours to examine 
the issue of  our dwindling fisheries resources, the 
problems associated with it and the solutions that 
can offer themselves. 

I have no doubt that the eminent panelists and 
speakers at the conference will examine a number 
of  situations in which competition for scarce 
fisheries resources and overlapping claims have had 
an impact on relations between States. It would be 
eminently useful if  a thorough examination of  the 
lessons learned and best practices from different 
parts of  the world could form a part of  the 
cornucopia of  relevant material on the issue. 

The conference has particularly relevance for India 
with its long and extended coastline of  7,500 
kilometers. India shares a maritime boundary with 

several of  its neighbours, including Pakistan, 
Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Indonesia. I note that many of  the 
sessions of  the conference will focus on fishing 
issues involving India and its neighbours, 
particularly Sri Lanka. I have no doubt that these 
will be very useful for all concerned. 

India and Sri Lanka are consistently engaged in 
working out a practical solution to the issues 
involving their fishermen. As we all know, fishing is 
a major livelihood activity on both sides of  the 
International Maritime Boundary Line between 
India and Sri Lanka, particularly from the south 
Indian state of  Tamil Nadu and the Northern Sri 
Lankan area. Both these areas are linked by the Palk 
Strait and the Gulf  of  Mannar. For centuries, 
fishing communities from these areas have lived in 
harmony, maintaining cultural and matrimonial ties. 

Given the close proximity between the two 
coastlines, and the depleting fisheries resources in 
the area, as also the livelihood issue involving 
fishermen on both sides, our two governments are 
giving special attention to the problems that have 
arisen concerning what is called the fishermen issue 
between the two countries. 

When I visited Sri Lanka earlier this year to take up 
the issue of  Indian fishermen apprehended in Sri 
Lankan waters, my Sri Lankan interlocutors 
emphasized that it was the consistent policy of  their 
government to treat all fishermen crossing into Sri 
Lankan waters in a humane manner. They also 
conveyed that the wellbeing of  the Indian fishing 
community was of  the utmost concern to Sri Lanka 
and that the use of  force could not be justified 
under any circumstances. 

India and Sri Lanka have always maintained the 
closest of  neighbourly relations based on trust and 
friendship. In order to find a solution to this 
particular issue, both India and Sri Lanka are 
engaged in a dialogue at all levels aimed at 
addressing it comprehensively and working out a 
practical arrangement which would allow the 
fishing communities on both sides to coexist 
peacefully. In this regard, Fishermen’s Associations 



from both countries have a major role to play as 
they interact with each other, understand each 
others’ problems better and have the ability to 
come out with ideas to resolve the issue at hand. I 
wish to take this opportunity to welcome the 
representatives of  fishermen to this conference. I 
have no doubt that they will be heard carefully. 

There are always solutions to every issue. The issue 
of  fisheries is definitely not a zero-sum game. A 
solution can never manifest itself  if  it comes at the 
cost of  one or other party. I have no doubt that the 
Conference will help us in brainstorming on a 
subject which involves the livelihood of  many of  
our people. We need to consider alternative 
methods of  fishing, examine alternative 
livelihoods, identify different areas for fishing, 
explore joint management of  resources and allow 
interim fishing arrangements for fishing 
communities to live in harmony and also in 
harmony with the delicate marine environment 
that surrounds them and from which they eke their 
livelihoods. . 

Our situation is not unique in this regard. Many 
countries around the world regard fisheries 
resources as so called “common pool resources” 
since fish care nothing about political boundaries 
demarcated between countries. Fish migrate across 
political boundaries. The exploitation of  fisheries 
resources in such a situation can only be managed 
effectively by cooperation between the States 
concerned. In the case of  India and Sri Lanka, we 
need to understand the characteristics of  the Palk 
Bay and the Gulf  of  Mannar. These are narrow 
stretches of  waters between our two coastlines. 
Historically, this has been a traditional fishing area 
for both Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen. 

We also need a more scientific study of  the fishery 
resources in the area and how to better conserve, 
manage and exploit transboundary stocks of  fish. 
Furthermore, in the context of  India and Sri 
Lanka, and their fishermen, we will have to pay 
special attention to small sized fishing boats, some 
of  them not even motorized, let alone with GPS. 
Special measures have been put in place to deal 
with this category of  fishing boats by countries like 
China and Vietnam in their traditional fishing 
grounds. We can study the experience of  fellow 
Asian countries in this regard. For instance, some 
countries have set up common fishery zones. Are 

there lessons to be learnt from such experiences? 
Let us explore the answers available. For example in 
cases where there are fishing agreements, a Joint 
Fisheries Committee is also set up, which maintains 
the equilibrium and order in fishing activity 
between the two countries concerned. Cases where 
fishermen stray into territorial waters of  the other 
country are dealt with efficiently, with the straying 
fishermen and their vessels released promptly on 
posting a bond or other form of  security. There is 
also the practice of  granting fishing licences for a 
permissible and stipulated number of  vessels with 
contracting parties exchanging information on the 
number of  vessels which have been granted such 
license or permits. China and Vietnam also, for 
instance, prohibit destructive fishing, like use of  
explosives. Bottom sea trawling also faces 
restrictions. Great importance should also be 
attached to maintaining the biodiversity of  the Palk 
Bay and Gulf  of  Mannar areas. 

 Especially since we have a mutually agreed 
maritime boundary in these areas, we should be 
able to learn from international best practices on 
how to establish a fisheries management system 
between the two countries. For instance, three 
categories of  waters are designed in the Sino-
Vietnam agreement, namely the 15-year Common 
Fishery Zone, the 4-year Waters in Transitional 
Arrangements, and the Buffer Zone for Small-
sized Fishing Boats. Are there lessons to be learnt 
from these examples? I hope the Conference will 
discuss these matters in greater depth. I have no 
doubt that you will impart intellectual objectivity to 
such discussions. Our aim should be to ensure a 
peaceful settlement of  these issues and stability of  
existence of  our fishing communities on both 
sides. This will involve some degree of  political 
compromise. Reciprocal fishing access and 
cooperative management of  shared fishery 
resources are other ideas that come from bilateral 
agreements entered into by other countries. 
Sustainable development is the key. All that I have 
spoken of  can equally apply to our fisheries-related 
interaction with other maritime neighbours. Let me 
emphasize that I am merely providing some “bait” 
for a meaningful debate and discussion of  such 
issues in the framework of  the deliberations of  this 
Conference! Nothing more, nothing less! 

New Delhi
July 18, 2011
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Welcome remarks by S. M. Krishna, External Affairs Minister 
during the visit of Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani

It is my pleasure to welcome Chairman of  the High 
Peace Council and former President of  
Afghanistan, His Excellency Prof. Burhanuddin 

Rabbani, and members of  his delegation to New 
Delhi and India. He is an old friend of  India.

I had the pleasure of  meeting him during my visit to 
Kabul earlier in January this year when I was struck 
by his considerable understanding of  the 
challenges confronting Afghanistan and the region.

We have historically enjoyed the closest of  relations 
with the friendly people of  Afghanistan. Our 
relationship is akin to a strategic partnership.

As your neighbour, friend and well wisher, we 
would like to see peaceful, stable and prosperous 
Afghanistan in which all sections of  the society, 
regardless of  gender or ethnicity, can work 
shoulder to shoulder to secure a bright future for 
the country. In your quest for progress, economic 
development and social harmony, you can always 
count on India’s unstinted support.

New Delhi,  July 14, 2011

EAM with Prof. Burhanudin Rabbani, Chairman of the High Peace 
Council of Afghanistan in New Delhi (14 July 2011).

India-U.S. Strategic Dialogue Joint Statement

The US Secretary of State, Ms. Hillary Clinton calling on the 
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, in New Delhi 
on July 19, 2011.

India’s Minister of  External Affairs Shri S.M. 
Krishna and the U.S. Secretary of  State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton met in New Delhi on July 19, 
2011, for the second annual meeting of  the India-
U.S. Strategic Dialogue. The leaders recognized the 
achievements made since the inaugural Strategic 

Dialogue in June 2010 and President Obama’s 
historic visit to India in November 2010 in 
advancing our two countries’ shared interests. They 
committed to continuing to broaden and deepen 
the India-U.S. global strategic partnership.

As a testament to the relationship’s extraordinary 
breadth and depth, Secretary Clinton was 
accompanied by Director of  National Intelligence 
James Clapper, the President’s Advisor for Science 
and Technology Dr. John P. Holdren, Department 
of  Energy Deputy Secretary Daniel Poneman, 
Department of  Homeland Security Deputy 
Secretary Jane Holl Lute, and other senior U.S. 
government officials.

Minister Krishna was joined by Deputy Chairman 
of  Planning Commission Montek Singh Ahluwalia, 
Prime Minister’s Public Information Infrastructure 
and Innovation Advisor Sam Pitroda, Foreign 
Secretary Nirupama Rao, and other senior officials. 
Minister Krishna was also joined at the working 
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all major issues and regions of  the world. They have 
increased counterterrorism cooperation, 
intelligence sharing, and law enforcement 
exchanges. They have continued to expand their 
defence cooperation. They have expanded their 
growing partnership on export controls and non-
proliferation. They have witnessed an expansion of  
the already robust people-to-people ties; scientific, 
space, and technology collaboration; clean energy 
coopera t ion ;  and  connec t ions  among  
entrepreneurs and social innovators. 

The two leaders emphasized our countries’ shared 
values – pluralism, tolerance, openness, and respect 
for fundamental freedoms and human rights. They 
reiterated Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s 
and President Barack Obama’s pledge to harness 
these shared strengths and to expand the India-U.S. 
global partnership for the benefit of  their 
countries; and, for peace, stability, and prosperity in 
Asia and the world.  

Today, the two leaders reviewed progress in 
bilateral relations and set new goals to further 
strengthen the India-U.S. Global Strategic 
Partnership. 

New Delhi,  July 19, 2011

lunch by Home Minister P. Chidambaram and 
Minister for Human Resource Development and 
Information Technology Kapil Sibal.

As part of  Secretary Clinton’s visit to India, she met 
with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
Chairperson of  the United Progressive Alliance 
Sonia Gandhi, Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, 
Leader of  the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Sushma 
Swaraj, and National Security Advisor Shivshankar 
Menon. 

Secretary Clinton offered her prayers and 
sympathies to the victims of  the despicable attacks 
in Mumbai on July 13. The American people stand 
with the Indian people in times of  trial, and offer 
support to India’s efforts to bring the perpetrators 
of  these terrible crimes to justice. Minister Krishna 
welcomed the expressions of  support from the 
Secretary, the President, and the U.S. Congress. The 
two leaders resolved to strengthen cooperation 
between their governments to fight against 
terrorism. 

Since the inaugural Strategic Dialogue in 2010, the 
India-U.S. partnership has resulted in advances in 
nearly every area of  human endeavor. The two sides 
have expanded their strategic consultations to cover 
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The foundation stone laying 
ceremony of  the proposed 150 bed 
hospital at Dickoya near Hatton in the 
Central Province was held on 4th July 
2011. Hon. Maithripala Sirisena, 
Minister of  Health along with H.E. 
A s h o k  K .  K a n t h a ,  H i g h  
Commissioner of  India, laid the 
foundation for the construction of  
the Hospital at the project site.

The event was graced with the presence of  Hon. 
Arumugan Thondaman, Minister of  Livestock & 
Rural Community Development, Hon. Navin 
Dissanayake, Minister of  State Management 
Reforms, Hon. Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, Governor – 
Central Province, Hon. Sarath Ekanayake, Chief  

Minister - Central Province, 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam, Deputy 
M i n i s t e r  o f  E c o n o m i c  
Development, Hon. Sunil K. 
Amarathunga, Minister of  
Health – Central Province, other 
Ministers of  Central Province, 
prominent members of  Central 
Provincial Council and other 
dignitaries. 

Speaking on the occasion, dignitaries from the 
Central Province conveyed their sincere gratitude to 
the Government of  India for recognizing the long 
felt need of  the people of  the area, particularly the 
estate workers for establishment of  a well equipped 
general hospital at Dickoya and coming up with the 

Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony of the 150 Bed Hospital 
at Dickoya Being Build Under Grant Assistance of Government 
of India at an Estimated Cost of SLR 1200 Million

BILATERAL BEAT

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha 
along with Hon’ble Maithripala Siriasena, 
Minister of Health at the Foundation Stone 
Laying ceremony at Dickoya



The 150 bed hospital at Dickoya will be built under 
grant assistance of  the Government of  India at an 
estimated cost of  SLR 1200 million.  HSCC  (India) 
is the Project Management Consultant for the 
project. The completed multi-specialty hospital will 
have seven operation theatres and will provide 
services in the areas of  General Medicine, 
Respiratory Disease, Dermatology, Venereology, 
Leprosy, Pediatrics, General Surgery, Burns Unit, 
Obstetrics & Gynecology etc. Work on the project 
has already commenced and the hospital is expected 
to be commissioned in early 2013. 

The establishment of  this new hospital in the 
Central Province will augment the facilities in the 
existing Dickoya Base hospital and provide health 
services to a large number of  people living in 
Hatton, Dickoya, Norwood, Udamaskeliya, 
Maskeliya, Bogawanthalawa, Kotagala, Wattawala, 
Ginigathane and in around 28 estates nearby. 

initiative. Echoing the sentiments of  other 
dignitaries, Minister Maithripala Sirisena termed the 
project a monument to India-Sri Lanka friendship. 
He expressed his government’s appreciation for 
India’s consistent support to Sri Lanka, both 
domestically and internationally. Minister 
Arumugan Thondaman felt that with the 
construction of  this hospital, the vision of  late Hon. 
Sauviamoorthy Thondaman will become a reality.

In his remarks on the occasion, High Commissioner 
thanked the Government of  Sri Lanka for its 
support and cooperation which had made the 
project a reality. He reiterated the readiness of  the 
Government of  India to work together as partners 
as Sri Lanka forges ahead after three decades of  
armed conflict. Expressing his happiness at the 
rapid progress achieved in recent years in improving 
the indicators of  maternal and child health in the 
estate sector, he assured the full support of  the 
Government of  India to provide a further fillip to 
these efforts. In this context, High Commissioner 
outlined four thrust areas of  Indian assistance in the 
estate areas, viz. health-care, education (through 
expansion of  the existing scholarship programme, 
capacity building and setting up of  vocational 
training centres), transport connectivity (through 
provision of  buses) and housing. Terming housing 
as one of  the areas of  priority, he announced the 
plan of  the Government of  India to build a 
significant number of  housing units for estate 
workers in Central and Uva provinces to enable 
them to move out of  ‘line rooms’ into individual 
housing units. The modalities of  the project are 
being finalised.

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha along with Hon’ble 
Arumugam Thondaman, Minister of Livestock & Rural Community 
Development, Hon’ble Navin Dissanayake, Minister of State 
Management Reforms, Hon’ble Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, Governor 
Central Province, Hon. Muthu Sivalingam, Deputy Minister of 
Economic Development, Hon. Sunil K. Amarathunga, Minister of 
Health – Central Province, other Ministers of Central Province, 
prominent members of Central Provincial Council and other 
dignitaries.
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Commemoration of formation of India-Sri Lanka Parliamentary 
Friendship Association

An event to commemorate the formation of  the 
India-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship 
Association as well as to mark the forthcoming 
visits of  parliamentary delegations led by Hon’ble 
Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa to India was held at 
India House on 7th July.

Welcoming the august gathering which included 
Hon’ble Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa, Hon’ble 
Leader of  House Nimal Siripala de Silva, Hon’ble 
Leader of  Opposition Ranil Wickremasinghe, 
several Ministers in the Government, Members of  

Parliament, senior officials and members of  the 
media, High Commissioner H.E. Ashok K. Kantha 
expressed his deep appreciation of  the fact that the 
India-Sri Lanka Friendship Association has Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, Hon’ble Speaker and Hon’ble 
Leader of  the Opposition as its Patrons and 
Hon’ble Leader of  Opposition as its President. 
More than 70 MPs representing virtually all political 
parties in Sri Lankan Parliament are members of  the 
Association reflecting the strong across-the-board 
support in Parliament for India-Sri Lanka relations. 



High Commissioner stated that India and Sri Lanka 
enjoy a vibrant and multi-faceted partnership and 
with the end of  armed conflict in Sri Lanka, there 
exists an opportunity for the two countries to 
exploit the full potential of  their bilateral ties. He 
expressed confidence that the efforts of  our 
Parliamentarians would enable us to derive the 
benefits of  proximity, enhanced connectivity and 
economic engagement and lead to a newer and 
higher level of  friendship between the two 
countries. 

The India-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship 
Association was revived in the Sri Lankan 
Parliament within a few months of  its formation. 
The Parliamentary Friendship Group in the Indian 
Parliament has also been reconstituted recently. 

There has been a regular exchange of  visits 
between the Parliaments of  the two countries. 
Hon’ble Speaker of  Lok Sabha, Mrs. Meira Kumar 
had visited Sri Lanka from 11-16 February, 2011 to 
attend the 3rd CPA Asia Regional Conference. 
Hon’ble Speaker Chamal Rajapaksa will be 
travelling to India twice in the next few weeks – 
first, for the Fifth Conference of  Association of  
SAARC Speakers from 9-12 July and subsequently 
for a bilateral visit at the invitation of  Hon’ble 
Speaker of  Lok Sabha from 1-6 August. In his 
remarks, High Commissioner expressed the hope 
and confidence that Hon’ble Speaker’s visit to India 
will be pleasant and productive and will lead to 
further strengthening of  ties between the two 
Parliaments.
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Signing of MoU for setting up of facilities at Vocational 
Training Centre in Nuwara Eliya

The High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha and Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, Minister 
of  Youth Affairs and Skills Development signed a 

Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) on 11 July 
2011 for setting up facilities at Vocational Training 
Centre in Nuwara Eliya. The signing ceremony was 
also attended by Hon. Duminda Dissanayaka, 
Deputy Minister of  Youth Affairs and Skills 
Development, Mr. S. S. Hewapathirana, Secretary, 
Ministry of  Youth Affairs and Skills Development 
and Mr. Dammika Hewapathirana, Chairman, 
Vocational Training Authority.

The project for setting up of  the facilities will be 
undertaken at District Vocational Training Centre 
at Nuwara Eliya. The project will be implemented 
by Government of  India through HMT (I) Ltd. 
The project includes supply of  equipment, 
upgradation of  existing training programme, 

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha and Hon’ble Dullas Alahapperuma, 
Minister of Youth Affairs and Skills Development signing MoU for setting up 
of facilities at Vocational Training Centre in Nuwara Eliya.

Hon'ble Speaker, Chamal Rajapaksa and other distinguished 
visitors at the commemoration of formation of India-Sri Lanka 
Parliamentary Friendship Association.

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha addressing at the 
commemoration of  formation of India-Sri Lanka Parliamentary
 Friendship Association.



introduction of  seven new vocational training 
courses, training of  personnel from the Sri Lanka 
Vocational Training Authority in India and 
deputation of  instructors from India to provide 
on-job training to master instructors at the Centre. 
The project will be implemented under a grant 
from Government of  India amounting to about 
SLR 215 million.

Speaking on the occasion, the High Commissioner 
said that vocational training and capacity building 
are important components of  development 
partnership between India and Sri Lanka. He 
recalled the MOU signed on 21 April 2011 for 
setting up of  facilities at Vocational training Centre 
in Batticaloa District at a total cost of  327 million 
SLR. He said that the work on at the Vocational 
training Centre in Batticaloa District has started 
and is likely to be completed by the end of  this year.
High Commissioner noted the assistance provided 

by Government of  India for setting up of  facilities 
at Vocational Training Centre in Nagawillua in 
Puttlam District last year and the ongoing 
assistance for Thondaman Vocational Training 
Institute at Hatton. He said that Government of  
India is committed to assist Government of  Sri 
Lanka in the field of  vocational training and some 
more such projects would be taken up in 
consultation with Government of  Sri Lanka. High 
Commissioner thanked the Government of  Sri 
Lanka for its support and cooperation for 
successfully implementing the projects.

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, Minister of  Youth 
Affairs and Skills Development noted the deep 
bond of  friendship between the two countries and 
expressed his deep appreciation for assistance 
provided by the Government of  India.

Signing of MoU to establish a Centre for Contemporary Indian 
Studies (CCIS) at University of Colombo

High Commissioner of  India H.E. Mr. Ashok K 
Kantha and Vice-Chancellor of  University of  
Colombo, Prof. Kshanika Hirimburegama, signed a 
Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) in the 
presence of  Minister of  External Affairs Hon. 
Prof. G.L. Peiris. The MoU seeks to establish a 
Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) at 
the University of  Colombo.

The MoU provides for a grant assistance of  SLR 
56.50 million plus related academic and research 
assistance by the Government of  India towards the 
establishment of  the CCIS. Under the agreement, 

India will provide funds to establish the CCIS, its 
library and IT based resource centre. Annual grant 
will also be provided to run the Centre, provide two 
Chairs, award scholarships and organize student and 
teacher exchange. The University of  Colombo will 
host the academic and research activities of  the 
Centre and also provide necessary infrastructure. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prof  G.L. Peiris 
highlighted that H.E President Mahinda Rajapaksa's 
vision for the country is sharply focused on the 
development of  youth potential in the country and in 
the region. Prof. Peiris said that CCIS is a step in the 
right direction to tap this potential and that it would 
encourage people to people contacts between Sri 
Lanka and India and enrich them by learning from  
shared academic and cultural experiences. 

Prof. Hirimburegama expressed confidence that the 
Centre would make a strong contribution in 
furthering already strong educational relations 
between the two countries. 

High Commissioner Kantha said the idea to 
establish this Centre was mooted in the Joint 
Declaration issued during the State visit of  the 
President of  Sri Lanka to India in June 2010. The 
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High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha and Prof. Kshanika 
Hirimburegama, Vice Chancellor signing the MoU to establish a 
Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS), at University of 
Colombo.
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Rehabilitation of Kankesanthurai Harbour

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha and Mrs. Sujatha Cooray, 
Secretary of Ports and Highways signing MoU to Rehabilitate 
of Kankesanthurai Harbour.

from the Government of  India. While the total 
expenditure on the project will be determined by 
the Detailed Project Report (DPR) that will be 
prepared, the Government of  India has already 
committed approximately $20 million (SLR 2.2 
billion) for three initial elements, consisting of  the 
preliminary hydrographic survey, geotechnical 
investigations and DPR preparation and wreck 
removal and salvage. In addition to this, the 
Government of  India will provide additional grant 
funding for the dredging of  the harbour and 
concessional credit for the rehabilitation of  the 
breakwater and construction of  a new pier and 
attendant port facilities.

In his remarks after the signing ceremony, High 
Commissioner Kantha stated that restoration of  
physical infrastructure at the Harbour would 
contribute towards the reconstruction efforts of  
the Government of  Sri Lanka, promote normalcy 
in northern Sri Lanka by restoring traditional 
domestic and regional linkages and give a fillip to 
economic activity by encouraging trade. The allied 
activities at the Harbour would also generate 
employment in the area. The High Commissioner 
appreciated the strong support and cooperation 
extended by the Government of  Sri Lanka at every 
stage of  project formulation and preparation and 
noted the key role played by the Ministry of  
Defence, the Ministry of  Ports and Highways, the 
Ministry of  External Affairs and the Sri Lanka 
Ports Authority. In his remarks, Hon. Rohitha 
Abeygunawardena expressed the appreciation of  
the Government of  Sri Lanka for the assistance 
being provided for this important project by the 
Government of  India.

During the visit of  His Excellency President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa to India in June 2010, it had 
been agreed in the Joint Declaration issued on the 
occasion that India would extend assistance for the 
rehabilitation of  the Kankesanthurai Harbour 
among other infrastructure projects in the 
Northern Province. A Memorandum of  
Understanding and an Agreement to formalize this 
commitment were signed today, 21st July 2011, 
between India and Sri Lanka. The documents were 
signed on behalf  of  the Government of  India by 
High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha and on 
behalf  of  the Government of  Sri Lanka by Mrs. 
Sujatha Cooray, Secretary of  the Ministry of  Ports 
and Highways. The ceremony was also attended by 
Hon. Deputy Minister of  Ports and Highways, Mr. 
Rohitha Abeygunawardena and the Chairman of  
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority, Dr. Priyath B. 
Wickrama.

The Kankesanthurai Harbour project will be aided 
by a mix of  grant funding and concessional credit 

will promote study of  contemporary developments 
in India, which have a direct bearing on Sri Lanka's 
development as a society and an economy, 
including as a regional hub.

The High Commissioner expressed the confidence 
that the Centre will serve to deepen the 
understanding of  contemporary India in Sri Lanka. 
It has the potential to emerge as a premier resource 
centre and academic hub for studies on 
contemporary India and will benefit foreign policy 
makers, businessmen, academics and students alike. 

President of  Sri Lanka and Prime Minister of  India 
had welcomed this initiative, recognizing the 
immense potential that exists in the two countries 
to tap knowledge as a key driver of  economic and 
social advancement. 

He added that it is an important initiative which will 
contribute in a meaningful manner to bilateral 
relations. Both countries, having interlinked 
destinies, are at a momentous juncture, which 
presents us with an unprecedented opportunity to 
tap the full potential of  the relationship. The Centre 
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The Kankesanthurai Harbour rehabilitation project is a 
complex and wide-ranging project, which includes 
multiple stages. These are:

• Preliminary Hydrographic Survey 

• Wreck removal and disposal 

• Dredging 

• Geotechnical investigations and preparation of  
Detailed Project Report 

• Rehabi l i tat ion of  breakwater/pier and 
construction of  new pier with attendant port 
facilities 

• Final hydrographic survey and preparation of  
Harbour Chart 

Details of  each stage

• Preliminary Hydrographic Survey : The survey has 
already been completed by an Indian agency in 
June-July 2010 as part of  the preparation for this 
project. 

• Wreck removal and disposal : The Government of  
India, through the Shipping Corporation of  India, 
has awarded a contract for removal and disposal of  
six wrecks at KKS harbour to M/s Resolve Salvage 
and Fire (Asia) Pvt Ltd, Singapore at a total cost of  
$19 million (SLRS 2.18 billion). The company has 
completed its mobilisation of  recourses involved 
in the contract. There are six wrecks to be 
removed, of  which 4 are inside and 2 are outside 
the harbour. Wreck removal is expected to be 
completed by mid-November 2011. The work is 
being funded by a grant from the Government of  
India. 

• Dredging Work : The dredging of  the harbour will 
be undertaken by the Dredging Corporation of  

India (DCI) and is expected to commence in late 
2011. The work will be fully funded by a grant from 
the Government of  India. 

• Geo-technical & Geo-physical investigations and 
preparation of  DPR : The contract for Geo-
technical and Geo-physical studies and 
preparation of  Detailed Project Report (DPR) has 
been awarded to RITES Ltd of  India. These 
studies are in progress. An initial draft of  the DPR 
has also been prepared by RITES and will be 
presented to Sri Lankan authorities shortly. Once 
the DPR is approved, RITES would carry out the 
tendering procedure for the work included in the 
DPR. The scope of  work would include 
rehabilitation of  the existing breakwater, 
construction of  a new pier and related port 
facilities. The preparation of  the DPR is being 
funded through a grant from the Government of  
India. 

• Rehabi l i tat ion of  breakwater/pier  and 
construction of  new pier with attendant port 
facilities : These works will be undertaken in 
accordance with the approved DPR, which is 
being prepared by RITES who will also float 
tenders for award of  works related to this stage. 
The Government of  India will provide a Line of  
Credit to the Government of  Sri Lanka for 
undertaking works relating to rehabilitation of  the 
breakwater, additional pier/s for commercial 
cargo handling and the installation of  port 
infrastructure facilities. 

• Hydrographic Survey and preparation of  Harbour 
Chart : Detailed hydrographic survey and 
preparation of  Harbour Chart will be taken up as 
the final stage of  work. 

SCIENCE

India's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle proved its 
versatility and reliability once again when the PSLV-
C17 put the communication satellite GSAT-12 in a 
perfect orbit on July 15 2011. The rocket roared off  
the second launch pad from the spaceport here on 
the dot at 4.48 p.m. and effortlessly lobbed the 
1,310-kg satellite in orbit after a 20-minute 
eventless flight. 

This is the 18th successful flight of  the PSLV in a 
row and this is the third time that it is putting a 
satellite in a geo-synchronous transfer orbit (GTO), 
which is a tricky business. And the PSLV proved its 

PSLV-C17 rocket launched successfully from Sriharikota

The PSLV-C17 carrying latest communication satellite GSAT-12 
was successfully launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, 
Sriharikota

FACT SHEET



India ranks 10th in services export 

ECONOMIC STRIDES

India achieved tenth rank in export of  services 
worldwide  and emerged as the 20th biggest 
merchandise exporter in 2010, according to a latest 
WTO report. 

In 2009, the country stood at the 12th and 22nd 
position globally in services and goods exports, 
respectively. 

In value terms last year, India exported services and 
merchandise worth $110 billion and $216 billion, 

respectively, the ‘World Trade Report 2011' said. 
India's goods exports went up by 31 per cent in 
2010, helping the country to expand its market share 
to 1.4 per cent from 1.2 per cent in 2009. According 
to industry experts, increasing demand for Indian 
goods in new markets like Latin America and Africa 
are helping in boosting the country's exports. 

India's services exports share in the world exports 
increased to 3 per cent in 2010 from 2.6 per cent in 
2009. 

versatility because it is the more powerful XL 
version of  the PSLV that put the GSAT-12 in 
orbit. There are three versions of  the PSLV — the 
standard, the core-alone without the six strap-on 
booster motors, and the XL version, which carries 
more solid fuel in its strap-on motors than the 
standard version. All the three versions have 
proved to be unalloyed successes. An XL version 
had successfully put Chandrayaan-1 in a GTO in 
October 2008. 

There were thick clouds as the PSLV-C17 lifted 
off  majestically and disappeared into the clouds 
after a few seconds. It was a flawless mission with 
the four stages of  the PSLV-C17 igniting and 
separating on time and the fourth stage putting the 
satellite accurately in orbit. 

K. Radhakrishnan, Chairman, Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), called it an 

“important mission, both from the technological 
angle and for the people of  the country.” The 
mission was so perfect that the rocket put the 
satellite in a sub-GTO with an apogee of  21,020 
km against the planned 21,000 km and a perigee of  
284 km against a targeted 281 km. The GSAT-12 
with its 12 extended C-band transponders would 
be used in tele-medicine, tele-education, village 
resource centres and supporting disaster 
management. Though putting the GSAT-12 in a 
sub-GTO was “a tricky mission,” Dr. 
Radhakrishnan said, the ISRO was successful in 
doing it with the experience gained from the 
Chandrayaan-1 mission. T.K. Alex, Director, 
ISRO Satellite Centre, Bangalore, said the GSAT-
12's solar panels were deployed, they started 
rotating and commands were given to turn the 
panels towards the Sun to generate power. 
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India to allow foreign investment in mutual funds from 
August 1, 2011

NEW DELHI: India will allow qualified foreign 
investors to invest up to $10 billion in domestic 
mutual funds from August 1, 2011 said a senior 
finance ministry official. 

The government expects good inflows from 
qualified financial institutions into mutual funds in 
this fiscal year to March  2012.  

The move to allow qualified foreign investors was 
first proposed by Finance Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee in the budget for the fiscal year that 
started on April 1. 

At present, only foreign institutional investors and 
sub-accounts registered with the market regulator 
Securities and Exchange Board of  India, and non-
resident Indians are allowed to invest in Indian 
mutual fund schemes. 



“Harmony and Rhythm” - Painting Exhibition

Veteran abstract painter Ouida Keuneman 
inaugurated the exhibition “Harmony & Rhythm” 
at the National Art Gallery, Colombo on 19th July 
2011,  from  ICCR, New Delhi.    The paintings are 
done by four female artists, namely Ruchi Goyal 
Kaura, Deepa Seth Bhando, Sonika Agarwal and 
Sandhya Singh from India. Indian Cultural Centre, 
Colombo organized the exhibition in association 
with the Ministry of  Cultural and Arts of  Sri Lanka.

Music, rhythm, elements of  design and human 
predicaments are motifs used by the artists in their 
creative works. 29 works of  four female artists were 
displayed in the exhibition. 
 
The brushwork of  Sonika Agarwal  delineates her 
expressions of  anguish and loneliness. Her bold 
colours and figures portray various aspects of  
Indian women. She believes that a woman's 
position in South Asian society is very 
conservative.

Floral and folk symbols are the main motifs in the 
works of  Ruchi Goyal Kaura.  Her design 
inspiration is from the traditional embroidery -
“Phulkari”- a technique popular in Punjab, India. 
Her compositions and forms are well structured 
according to the concepts of  graphic design. 

Deepa Seth Bhando, painter and muralist, primarily 
creates works based on nature. Her landscapes are  
mindscapes rather than landscapes. Her use of  
textures and forms invites the viewer to move his or 
her eyes all around the canvas. 

Sandhya Singh's works deal with the moods of  
classical Indian music. She tries to capture the 
rhythms of  melody in a visual language that speaks 
in painterly terms. Floral designs and varied forms 
of  waves in her works convey the inner tones and 
gradations of  a musical score. 

CULTURE

Eminent abstract artist Ouida Keuneman inaugurating 
the exhibition.
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Senior Minister Hon. A.KH.M.Fowzie and Mr. Vikram Misiri, 
Deputy High Commissioner of India viewing the exhibition

Painting: Deepa Seth Bhando

Painting: Sandhya Singh

Painting: Sonika Agarwal

Painting: Ruchi Goyal Kaura
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5.30 p.m

6.00 p.m

5.30 p.m

Film: Gandhi
Director: Richard Attenborough
Duration:3 hours
Venue: ICC Auditorium

Monday

22

Friday

Tuesday

30

6.00 p.m
Tabla Recital 
by  the students of the Indian Cultural Centre
trained by their Guru Visharad S.W.Randoowa
Venue: ICC Auditorium

10.00 p.m
Kathak workshop
 Nalini & Kamalini 

Venue: University of Visual & Performing Art
Colombo 07

6.00 p.m
Hindustani Vocal Music 

Sanjaya Hemal Wahalathanthri Tharaka Perera

Venue: ICC Auditorium

accompanied on Tabla by Visharad B.Isuru 
on Violin by P.A. Amila Madhusanka 

and on Harmonium by Visharad Nalin Ginendra Alwis 

10

Wednesday

Film: Mahabharat  India's greatest epic 
(Hindi)  Volume XII
Duration: 3 hrs 
Venue: ICC Auditorium

65th Indian Independence Day Celebrations
Melody and Rhythm

  Kathak performance by
 Nalini - Kamalini

Guru Jitendra Maharaj & their troupe 
Venue: Bishops College Auditorium, 

Perahera Mw., Colombo 03
 (Admission by Invitation)

12

15

5

Friday 7.00 p.m
Ghazal Recital
Raviraj Nasery
(organized in association with `
Indo-Lanka Forum)

Venue: ICC Auditorium

Friday

Monday

Admission to all programmes is free and on first come first served basis except for the
 Kathak performance on 15 August 2011 
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