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State visit of Prime Minister of Iraq, Mr. Nouri al-Maliki to India 

VISITS

At the invitation of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
Mr. Nouri al-Maliki, Prime Minister of the Republic of Iraq 
paid a State Visit to India from August 22-25, 2013. He 
was accompanied by a high-level delegation, including 
ministers, senior officials and Captains of Industry.

This was the first Head of Government-level visit 
between the two countries since 1975 when the then 
Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi visited Iraq.

During the visit, Prime Minister Maliki called on President 
Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Vice-President Shri Hamid 
Ansari. He held bilateral talks with Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, who  hosted  an official banquet in 
honour of the visiting Iraqi leader on 23rd August. His 
other engagements included meetings with the Leader 
of the Opposition in Lok Sabha and Minister of External 
Affairs. Prime Minister Maliki attended a business 

luncheon meeting jointly organised by the three 
business chambers, FICCI, CII and ASSOCHAM. In 
addition to New Delhi, Prime Minister Maliki and his 
delegation also visited Agra and Mumbai.

India and Iraq enjoy time-tested, warm and friendly ties, 
growing cooperation in different fields, including 
hydrocarbons, agriculture and food security, water 
resource management, education, infrastructure 
development, pharmaceuticals and medicare, and 
information technology.

Iraq has emerged as India’s second largest crude oil 
supplier with bilateral trade in excess of US$ 21 billion in 
2012-13. Both countries are committed to enhance their 
cooperation in energy sector from the buyer–seller to a 
more broad-based one through mutually beneficial 
participation in oil exploration, refineries, petrochemical 
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State Visit of Prime Minister of Bhutan to India

The Prime Minister of Bhutan, His Excellency Lyonchhen 
Tshering Tobgay paid an official visit to India from August 
30 to September 4, 2013. He was accompanied by Aum 
Tashi Doma, His Excellency Lyonpo Rinzin Dorje, Foreign 
Minister and senior officials from the Royal Government 
of Bhutan. This was the first overseas visit by Prime 
Minister Tobgay after being elected Prime Minister, 
following the second democratic elections in Bhutan in 
July 2013. The visit was in conformity with the tradition of 
regular exchange of visits at the highest levels between 
India and Bhutan, and adds momentum to our time-
tested and enduring relations.

During his visit, H.E. Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay met 
with the President, Vice President, and the Prime 
Minister. His programme also included meetings with 
the Chairperson UPA, Finance Minister, Home Minister, 
External Affairs Minister, Minister of State for Power and 
Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha, besides a joint 
business meeting with ASSOCHAM, FICCI and CII. In his 
talks with the Prime Minister of India, all areas of mutual 
interest and cooperation were covered. The meetings 
were held in a warm and friendly atmosphere, reflecting 
the spirit of mutual confidence, cooperation and 
understanding that characterize the unique and special 
nature of relations between the two countries.

The main outcomes of the discussions were:

Government of India reiterated its commitment to 
Bhutan's socio-economic development. The two 
countries agreed to work together to further strengthen 
bilateral relations. Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay 
thanked India for the support extended for Bhutan's 

development and expressed keenness to strengthen 
people-to-people links.

Government of India's Assistance Package for Bhutan's 
11th Five Year Plan for the period July 1, 2013 to June 30, 
2018, was agreed upon. At Bhutan’s request, India will 
contribute Rs 4500 Crores towards Bhutan's 11th Plan, 
as well as Rs. 500 Crores towards an Economic Stimulus 
Package.

The importance of continued cooperation in developing 
hydroelectric projects in Bhutan was also agreed upon. 
India reiterated its commitment to install an additional 
10,000 MW of generating capacity. The two sides 
expressed satisfaction at the progress in the three 
ongoing projects.

India expressed its satisfaction at being a privileged 
partner of Bhutan in its socio-economic development, 
and reassured the Bhutanese Prime Minister of its 
commitment to capacity building in Bhutan.

The two sides reaffirmed the trust and confidence 
between the two countries and their mutual security 
interests. They agreed to continue their close 
coordination and cooperation with each other on issues 
relating to their national interest.

Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay visited Hyderabad, 
where he  called on the Governor of Andhra Pradesh, 
visit an IT Park and Green Business Centre.

The visit of the Prime Minister of Bhutan to India will 
further strengthen the close bonds of friendship and 
cooperation between the two countries.



Visit of Prime Minister to Russia for G20 Summit 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh attended  the eighth 
G20 Summit in St Petersburg from September 4- 7, 2013, 
During which he asked the world leaders to show 
collective commitment for restoring robust growth in 
emerging markets.

During the two-day Summit attended by the world's top 
leaders including US President Barack Obama and host 
Vladimir Putin, Dr Singh declared that India has been 
affected by currency volatility in the past few weeks and 
was taking steps to finance the current account deficit in 
an environment that is seen to be friendly for stable 
foreign capital flows.

He also called for extensive consultations within the G20 
grouping to tackle the current currency crisis.

During his intervention in the Second Working Session of 
the G20 Summit, Dr Singh pitched for devising innovative 

financing schemes to promote infrastructure in 
developing countries to create jobs.

He also made a strong case for avoiding new measures 
to restrict international mobility of professionals, arguing 
it could stifle global growth in the coming years.

Dr Singh also met Japanese Deputy Prime Minister Taro 
Aso on the sidelines of the Summit and the two leaders 
decided to expand bilateral currency swap.

The Prime Minister also opposed any unilateral military 
action against Syria without UN authorisation and 
condemned the use of chemical weapons whether in 
Syria or anywhere in the world.

Dr Singh has attended all the previous G20 summits 
since the first meet in Washington in 2008.
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Media Note on the informal meeting of BRICS Leaders ahead of 
the G20 Summit in St. Petersburg

BRICS Leaders met on 5 September 2013, ahead of the 
formal opening of the G20 Summit in St Petersburg.

The Leaders noted the continued slow pace of the 
recovery, high unemployment in some countries, and 
on-going challenges and vulnerabilities in the global 
economy, particularly in advanced economies. They 
believe that major economies, including G20, could do 
more to boost global demand and market confidence. 

In light of the increase in financial market and capital flow 
volatility during recent months, the BRICS Leaders 
reiterated their concerns they had expressed in the 
Durban Summit in March, regarding the unintended 
negative spillovers of unconventional monetary policies 
of certain developed economies. They emphasized that 
the eventual normalization of monetary policies needs 
to be effectively and carefully calibrated and clearly 
communicated.

BRICS Leaders also expressed their concern with the 
stalling of the International Monetary Fund reform 
process. They recalled the urgent need to implement the 
2010 IMF Quota and Governance Reform, as well as to 
complete the next general quota review by January 2014 
as agreed at the G20 Seoul Summit in order ensure the 
Fund’s credibility, legitimacy and effectiveness.

The Leaders look forward to the 9th World Trade 
Organisation’s Ministerial conference to be held in 
December 2013, and expect that it will be a stepping 
stone to the successful and balanced conclusion of the 
Doha Development Round.

The Leaders of Brazil, India, China and South Africa 
congratulated Russia for the successful Presidency of 
the G20 in 2013 and appreciated the emphasis by the 
Russian Presidency on the development agenda.

The Leaders welcomed the good progress made 
towards the establishment of the BRICS-led New 
Development Bank (NDB) and the Contingent Reserve 
Arrangement (CRA).

On the NDB, progress has been made in negotiating its 
capital structure, membership, shareholding and 
governance. The Bank will have an initial subscribed 
capital of US$ 50 billion from the BRICS countries.

On the CRA, consensus has been achieved on many key 
aspects and operational detai ls regarding its 
establishment. As agreed in Durban, the CRA will have an 
initial size of US$100 billion. Country’s individual 
commitments to the CRA will be as follows: China – US$ 
41 billion; Brazil, India, and Russia – US$ 18 billion each; 
and South Africa – US$ 5 billion.

In light of the progress achieved both in the negotiations 
of the NDB and CRA the BRICS leaders expect tangible 
results by the time of the next Summit.

The Leaders welcomed the first meeting of the BRICS 
Business Council held recently in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, and encouraged the business community to 
increase contacts and cooperation.

The Leaders noted that the recent developments in the 
world economy and emphasised the necessity for intra-
BRICS economic cooperation.
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Prime Minister’s address at the St. Petersburg G-20 Summit

President Putin, other colleagues,

It is a pleasure to be here in this beautiful and historic 
city. I join other speakers in thanking President Putin for 
the excellent arrangements made and the warm 
welcome we have received.

We have a long agenda but I will restrict myself to 
commenting only on some major issues.

The world economy is not in good shape. There is some 
good news of a strengthening of growth in some 
industrialised countries, but it is not broad based. The 
prospects for the Eurozone as a whole remain uncertain. 
Unemployment in all industrialised countries is too high, 
with no early prospect of relief. Growth in emerging 
markets, which was strong until recently, and was a major 
force for global recovery, has slowed down significantly.

The G 20 is the premier international forum for 
discussing international economic issues. I think we 
need to reflect on why we are having less success in 
restoring global growth than we had hoped.

Fiscal consolidation was necessary but the initial targets 
were perhaps too ambitious. Combined with private 
sector de-leveraging, this produced a deficiency of 
demand which led to  s low growth and h igh 
unemployment. The possibility of these negative effects 
was known, but they were supposed to be offset by 
strong structural reforms in industrialised countries that 
would enhance productivity and therefore private 
investment. This did not happen, or at least not as widely, 
or at the pace that was expected.

Faced with persistent demand deficiency, industrialised 
countries relied heavily on unconventional monetary 
expansion on an unprecedented scale. This did not 

emerge from the agreed policy coordination process. It 
emerged from internal decision making processes in the 
individual countries, reacting to their respective 
economic outcomes. 

The policy of unconventional monetary expansion in 
advanced countries had some success but it also had 
spillover effects. When policy was being loosened, there 
was a surge in capital flows to emerging markets, which 
helped some countries finance their current account 
deficits while generating upward pressure on the 
currencies of other countries. With markets now 
anticipating a reversal, we are seeing a large outward 
flow from emerging markets. Since most emerging 
markets now operate with flexible exchange rates, they 
have experienced varying degrees of currency 
depreciation, posing problems in many cases.

The conventional view that capital volatility should not be 
a source of concern as long as exchange rates were 
flexible is now being questioned. Sudden increases in 
cross border flows not only affect the exchange rate, they 
also affect credit volumes and asset prices. Such flows 
led to excess leverage in the industrial countries before 
the global financial crisis. They are leading to stock 
market and exchange rate volatility in emerging markets 
today.

These problems suggest that the G20 policy co-
ordination process needs to pay more attention to 
monetary policy than it has. I recognise this poses special 
challenges. Central Banks typically guard their 
independence, and some also have narrow legal 
mandates focussed on domestic objectives. The impact 
of monetary policy on capital flows is also difficult to 
predict since it depends on how markets react, which 
cannot always be anticipated. However, if we accept the 
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need for coordination of fiscal policy among the 
systemically important countries, there is an equally 
compelling case to cover monetary policy in the reserve 
currency countries. There is certainly room for more 
ex t e n s i v e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  m o re  e ff e c t i v e 
communication on this issue. Our Finance Ministers 
should find ways of strengthening the Mutual 
Assessment Process to achieve these objectives.

India has been affected by currency volatility in the past 
few weeks. One reason for this is that we had a high 
current account deficit of 4.8 percent of our GDP in 
2012-13. This was easily financed when flows were 
ample. It became a problem when flows suddenly dried 
up. We have taken steps to reduce our current account 
deficit to 3.7 percent of GDP in 2013-14, and we intend to 
reduce it further to about 2.5 percent. Meanwhile, we are 
taking steps to finance this deficit by establishing a macro 
economic environment that is seen to be friendly to 
stable foreign flows.

We will continue to work within the framework of an open 
economy to restore growth to earlier levels. We have 
undertaken a number of reforms, and intend to do more 
in future. The reforms that lie ahead are the more difficult 
reforms, relating to control of subsidies, reform of the tax 
system and reform of the financial sector. We are 
working on all these areas. The new Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India has indicated important changes 
in banking regulations that will accelerate the reform 
process.

Our efforts at restoring growth will be greatly helped if we 
have a stable external environment that is supportive of 
growth. The G 20 has a major role to play in this context. 
This Summit must send a clear signal of our collective 
commitment to work together for the revival of growth, 
which is the only way of ensuring a sustainable growth in 
quality jobs. We must focus especially on the need to 
restore robust growth in the emerging market countries, 
which will also contribute to global recovery.

Fiscal consolidation is important for many countries and 
must remain a key medium term objective. However, it 
must be pursued with realistic time paths, keeping in 
mind the current weaknesses in demand in many 
countries. On our part, we are determined to ensure that 
the fiscal deficit will not exceed the target indicated.

A strategy for job creation in developing countries must 
include stronger efforts to impart employable skills to 
the labour force. We can learn from international 
experience in this area, including the experience of 
industrialised countries. We also need better functioning 
labour markets in both industrialised and developing 
countries. 

International labour mobility in high end skills has 
become an important lubricant of global integration 
across countries. Pending the evolution of an 
international agreement on these issues, we must do 
whatever we can to avoid new restrictive measures in 
this area. 

Let me now turn to the issue of reform of the financial 
system, which has been an important part of our agenda. 
I congratulate the Financial Stability Board for the very 
considerable progress that has been made in spelling 

out the details of improved capital requirements under 
Basel III, and getting commitments from countries to 
meet the new capital adequacy standards.

There are other areas that are more complex and on 
which work is ongoing. This includes development of 
guidelines for leverage ratios to supplement capital 
adequacy, regulation of the shadow banking system, and 
regulation of over the counter derivatives. We also need 
to develop a framework which can overcome the "too big 
to fail” problem. This involves identification and 
regulation of systemical ly important financial 
institutions, designing better systems of supervision of 
such institutions that operate across borders, and 
developing a cross border resolution mechanism. Good 
work has been done in all these areas, but it remains a 
work in progress. We must persevere towards its 
successful conclusion.

There is a note of caution I would like to insert from the 
perspective of developing countries. Regulations aimed 
at increasing the stability of the financial system should 
not operate to the disadvantage of developing countries. 
If we cannot moderate the volatility of total capital flows, 
let us at least avoid amplifying this volatility through the 
banking system.

As we work towards a better regulated financial system, 
we must also ensure financial inclusion. We in India, are 
currently engaged in a massive exercise to enable the 
large population in rural areas to have access to banks. 
This is being achieved through the use of a bio-metric 
unique identification system which establishes identity 
and enables the individual to access her bank account 
through a network of banking correspondents using 
information technology and mobile connectivity. Thanks 
to modern technology and institutional innovation, we 
expect to add hundreds of millions of individuals as 
customers of banks in the short space of a few years.

The flow of credit to small and medium enterprises is an 
important aspect of financial inclusion. I note that several 
industrialised countries are taking government initiatives 
to encourage such credit flows. Many developing 
countries used to be criticised for such directed credit 
policies in the past on the grounds that they amounted 
to an interference in prudent banking. Now that there is 
greater appreciation of the need for such intervention, 
we need to share experience in this area. We have a 
common aim of ensuring financial inclusion consistent 
with prudential banking. 

The reform of the international financial institutions has 
been a key part of our agenda. The Fourteenth Quota 
Review produced an agreement which would improve 
the voting share of the developing countries and achieve 
a better representation on the IMF Board. We had hoped 
to be able to welcome ratification of the quota increase in 
the St. Petersburg Summit, but that has not been 
possible. We must call for the earliest possible 
completion of the ratification process, so that the 
Fifteenth Quota Review can be completed in January 
2014 as originally envisaged. 

Let me now turn to the subject of development, which 
was added to our agenda in the Seoul Summit. Much 
useful work has been done under the various pillars, but 
most of it involves actions that countries have to take 

JULY - SEPTEMBER  2013

 8



themselves. However, the G-20 can add the most value 
by pushing in areas where active international 
cooperation is needed.

The most important initiative in this context is the 
promotion of investment in infrastructure in developing 
countries. Larger investments in infrastructure in 
emerging markets will increase the potential of these 
countries to grow more rapidly in the medium run and 
will also contribute to much needed global demand in 
the short run.

At the Los Cabos summit we directed our Finance 
Ministers to explore how the G-20 can help, including 
through more active involvement of the multilateral 
development banks. We have not yet seen the results of 
their efforts, but there are several things we can do. The 
i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t 
unconventional monetary policy can be used to great 
effect. We need to bring the same innovativeness in 
devising "unconventional development financing” also.

The World Bank and ADB could create a special window 
for ensuring finance in support of infrastructure 
development, including provision of finance for ongoing 
projects which face a sudden scarcity of funds owing to 
volatile capital flows. Access to this window should be 
beyond the normal country limits, which otherwise 
introduce inflexibility. The aim should be to create 
mechanisms which can increase the flow of 
infrastructure financing at t imes when other 
investments are slowing down.

The active involvement of international financial 
institutions in critical areas in developing countries can 
often leverage greater private investment flows to these 
areas. The IFC has done sterling work in many sectors, 
and a greater involvement of the IFC in infrastructure 
financing would help catalyse private sector flows into 
this sector.

Any significant involvement by the multilateral 

development banks, notably the World Bank, IFC and the 
ADB, to promote investment in infrastructure in 
emerging markets will involve additional capital. I hope 
the G 20 can give a signal that we are willing to provide 
the capital.

Another area where international action is vitally needed 
is in reinvigorating the Doha round. This was the first 
Round of Trade Negotiations that was explicitly called a 
Development Round. It has become a victim of the 
slowdown following the international financial crisis, and 
the preoccupation of industrialised countries with short 
term economic revival and reduction in unemployment. 
We need to get back to the negotiating table with the will 
to reach a conclusion.

India firmly believes that strengthening the WTO is 
critical for anchoring expectations about the continued 
commitment to an open world economy. We are willing 
to extend the standstill on protectionist measures, but I 
would urge that this must be part of a commitment to 
take credible steps to show progress on the Doha Round. 
We look forward to a positive outcome in the Ministerial 
Meeting in Bali in the hope that it will encourage all 
countries to move ahead quickly on the main agenda.

Mr. Chairman,

I have not commented on many items in the agenda 
because of lack of time and because I feel that the text of 
the draft declaration that has emerged from our 
Sherpas’ discussions adequately reflects our point of 
view.

I conclude by congratulating you and the Russian 
Presidency for the work that has been done to ensure 
that the St Petersburg Summit makes a substantive 
contribution to evolving a consensus on many difficult 
issues facing the world economy.

Thank you.

State Visit of the President of Republic of Liberia to India

The President of the Republic of Liberia Her Excellency 
Mrs. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf  payed a State Visit to India 
from September 9 to 13, 2013 at the invitation of the 
President of India. The President was accompanied by a 
high-level delegation including the Liberian Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, Finance, Agriculture, Commerce and 
Industry, Information, Culture and Tourism, Lands, Mines 
and Energy and Gender development, besides senior 
Government officials and representatives of apex trade 
bodies.

On September 11, 2013, the President of Liberia was 
accorded a ceremonial welcome at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 
She was received by the President who also held a 
banquet in her honour. She held discussions on bilateral, 
regional and international issues of mutual interest with 
the Prime Minister of India. The External Affairs Minister 
called on the President of Liberia.

President Sirleaf  also addressed a business meeting 
jointly organised by FICCI, CII and ASSOCHAM.

On September 12, 2013, the Indira Gandhi Prize for 
Peace, Disarmament and Development for the year 
2012 was conferred upon President Sirleaf. The Prize 
was being awarded to her for serving as an example and 
inspiration to women in Africa and beyond and for 
ensuring the return of peace, democracy and 
development in Liberia.

President Sirleaf also delivered the annual Babu Jagjivan 
Ram Memorial Lecture, sixth in the series. This annual 
lecture is organised by the Babu Jagjivan Ram National 
Foundation, an autonomous body under the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment, to observe the birth 
anniversary of Babu Jagjivan Ram.

Relations between India and Liberia are close and 
friendly, marked by a growing economic engagement. 
Liberia’s rich natural resources and its on-going 
programme of  in f rast ructure  and industr ia l 
development, provide significant potential for 
enhancement of trade and investment ties between the 
two countries.
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There is a considerable goodwill for India in Liberia. The 
Indian participation in the UN peace-keeping operations 
in Liberia and the deployment of a 125 member female 
CRPR unit, in particular, has been highly appreciated by 
the Government and people of Liberia.

President Sirleaf, a recipient of several prestigious 

awards including the Nobel Peace Prize for 2011, is a 
respected voice in the region. Liberia has been playing a 
pro-active role in the region to strengthen peace, 
democracy and regional integration. The visit of the 
President of Liberia is expected to lead to further 
expansion of bilateral engagement.

India's participation at the 68th UNGA 
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Visit of Prime Minister to the USA 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited the US during 
which he held talks with President Barack Obama and 
attended the UN General Assembly, besides having a  
meeting with his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif.

Implementation of the civil nuclear deal, ways to expand 
cooperation in the fields of defense, security and 
economic issues were on the agenda of the meeting 
between Singh and Obama in Washington on 
September 27.

Some pacts, including a contract between Nuclear Power 
Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) and US firm 
Westinghouse,  were signed.

At the Summit meeting with Obama, their third since 
2009, Prime Minister Singh flagged concerns over the 
proposed changes in US visa norms which would affect 
the highly-skilled IT professionals from India.

Situation in the South Asian region, including 
Afghanistan after withdrawal of US-led forces next year, 

besides global issues like Syria   also   figured in the talks.

The two leaders  discussed ways to give a push to the 
cooperation in civil nuclear and defence fields, which are 
the “pillars” of the relationship between India and the US.

In the defence field, they also looked at ways to convert 
the buyer-seller relationship into joint design, 
development and production.

The US recently said it wants to replicate Russia and 
jointly build defence systems like Brahmos with India.

In the area of security, the two sides discussed ways for 
cooperation in securing airports and ports.

During the week-long visit, Prime Minister Singh traveled 
from Washington to New York to address the UNGA. On 
its sidelines, he met Pakistan prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif. 

Prime Minister Singh also met Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and  other foreign leaders.
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh invites US companies to invest in India

New York, 27 September 2013

Cit ing long-term opportunit ies in sectors l ike 
infrastructure and defence, Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh invited US companies to invest in India while 
asserting that concerns about the country’s growth 
prospects and economic policy environment are 
“mistaken”.

Seeking to assure foreign investors, he told US industry 
leaders here that virtually all political parties in India have 
supported the process of reforms since 1991 which gives 
confidence about the future direction of the country’s 
economic policies.

Prime Minister Singh made these remarks while 
addressing US CEOs forum soon after his arrival in New 
York  from Washington.

He acknowledged that India’s growth had slowed down 
and touched five per cent from the average of eight per 
cent witnessed over the last decade but expressed 
confidence that there will be a turnaround in the second 
half of the current fiscal because of steps the government 
has taken besides the good monsoon rainfall.

“I am aware that the business community in the US has 
some concerns about India’s growth prospects, 
macroeconomic stability and the economic policy 
environment. Doubts have been expressed about our 
sincerity in this regard. This is a mistaken perception,” 
Singh said in his opening statement to business leaders.

He said the government is committed to “fostering an 
economic environment that is open, predictable and 
transparent” as well as investment friendly.

“The results of our efforts will be visible in the second half 
of the year. We expect stronger growth in 2013-14 than in 
2012-13. The second half of the year should see a distinct 
turnaround, partly because of the good monsoon and 
partly because of the steps we have taken,” he said.

Singh acknowledged that in order to restore the high 
growth momentum and maintain macroeconomic 
stability, there is need for “more and not less reforms.”

“We are committed to getting India back to a sustainable 
growth path of 8-9 per cent. Indeed the Indian people will 
not tolerate anything less,” Singh said.

Singh touted the “longer-term opportunities” in sectors 
like infrastructure and defence, saying the government 
intends to invest more than a trillion dollars in the next five 
years in the infrastructure sector.

Noting that the defence sector is “another attractive area”, 
Singh said priority wil l  be placed on domestic 
procurement.

The Prime Minister told the business community that the 
Indian government has implemented a series of reforms 
to restore growth, including increasing investment limits 
in FDI in retail and telecom.

The government has also taken several decisions to 
“remove impediments” in the way of important projects, 
he said.

Singh also sought to assure the business community that 
the fiscal deficit will be contained to 4.8 per cent this year 
and expressed confidence that the current account deficit 
would be reduced to 2.5 per cent of the GDP.

(Press Trust of India)
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High Commissioner of India H.E. Mr. Y. K. Sinha presents credentials

The High Commissioner of India, H.E. Mr. Y. K. Sinha, 
presented his credentials to H.E. President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa at 10.45 a.m. on July 03, 2013  at a ceremony 
held at the Presidential Secretariat.

Mr. Y.K. Sinha is a seasoned diplomat and during his 
career of 32 years, has handled several important 
assignments in Indian diplomatic missions and at the 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. Before coming to 

Sri Lanka, he was Additional Secretary (Pakistan-
Afghanistan-Iran) at the Ministry of External Affairs, New 
Delhi. He has also served as Ambassador of India to 
Venezuela, Consul General of India in Dubai and held key 
positions in Indian missions in New York, Islamabad, 
Rome, Abu Dhabi and Riyadh. 

Mr. Sinha is married to Girija. They have two sons.
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High Commissioner’s Message on the occasion of the 67th Independence 
Day of India

August 15, 2013 

On the occasion of the 67th Independence Day of India, I 
extend my greetings and best wishes to my fellow 
citizens of India and to the friendly people and the 
government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka.

While Independence Day is an occasion for us to recall 
the sacrifices made by our founding fathers and to 
savour the freedom they won for us from colonial 
shackles, it is also a time to take stock of how we have 
fared over the past year, compared to what we set out to 
achieve. The past one year has been an eventful one for 
India. While the global economic downturn has 
temporarily slowed down India’s economic growth, which 
had reached an impressive average of 8% over the last 
decade, we have been largely successful in tackling the 
slowdown with firmness and, in the process, addressing 
a number of underlying domestic constraints. India’s 
response has been appreciated by the international 
community and we are poised to regain the growth 
trajectory of previous years and exceed 6% growth in the 
next financial year. We have not allowed the economic 
slowdown to deflect us from our vision of inclusive 
growth. With increased food grain production and the 
passage of the Food Security Ordinance, coupled with 
other programmes such as the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme and the 
growth in rural infrastructure, we have been able to 
achieve an impressive reduction in the percentage of 
population below the poverty line. The key social sectors 
of education and healthcare have also seen significant 
improvement with near universal primary enrolment, 
increased literacy figures, empowerment of women and 
eradication of polio. These are milestones that will serve 
as the foundation as we move forward to build a 
progressively better future for our people.

The past year has witnessed dynamic developments in 
our strong, friendly and time-tested relations. We have 

had a number of high-level exchanges, 
including at the level of Head of State, 
C a b i n e t  M i n i s t e r s  a n d 
Parliamentarians. H.E. President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa visited India in 
September 2012 and met President 
Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh. He also visited 
Sanchi in January 2013 to lay the 
foundation for the University of 
Buddhist and Indic Studies. Hon. Prof. 
G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs 
of Sri Lanka, visited India for the Eighth 
Meeting of the India-Sri Lanka Joint 
Commission in January 2013. Hon. 
Basil Rajapaksa, Minister for Economic 
Development, visited India in July 
2013, for bilateral consultations. From 
the Indian side, Hon'ble Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar, led a 60-
member delegation consisting of 

Members of Parliament and Members of State 
Legislative Assemblies and Councils for the 58th 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association meeting in 
Colombo in September 2012. Shri Anand Sharma, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles, visited Sri 
Lanka in connection with the inauguration of “The India 
Show - Land of Limitless Opportunities” in Colombo in 
August 2012. Mr. Shivshankar Menon, National Security 
Adviser of India, visited Colombo in July 2013 to 
participate in the 2nd NSA-Level Meeting on Trilateral 
Cooperation on Maritime Security between India, Sri 
Lanka and the Maldives. A five-member multi-party 
delegation visited Sri Lanka in April 2013, as part of a 
track-2 political dialogue supported by FICCI for 
enhancing parliamentary interaction and understanding 
between the two countries. A delegation representing 
the India Foundation, led by Shri. Ravishankar Prasad, 
Hon’ble Deputy Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, 
visited Sri Lanka in June 2013. These visits have imparted 
fresh dynamism to bilateral relations.

India and Sri Lanka enjoy a vibrant and growing 
economic and commercial partnership, with both trade 
and investment expanding greatly in recent years. Since 
the operationalization of the India - Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) in 2000, trade has multiplied by as 
much as 8 times, crossing the milestone of US$ 5 billion 
in 2011-12. The FTA has thus proved to be a real engine 
of growth for bilateral commercial interaction. Leading 
Indian companies have displayed great interest in Sri 
Lanka, investing in the country across sectors such as 
in frastructure ,  manufactur ing ,  serv ices ,  and 
construction. The cumulative FDI approvals for Indian 
investments stand at about US$ 1 billion since 2003, with 
investment inflows of US$160 million in 2012. In 
addition, nearly US$ 2 billion worth of FDI has been 
committed by Indian companies for the next five years or 
so. The investment flow is by no means one-sided, as Sri 
Lankan companies too are finding opportunities in the 
large Indian market, leveraging FTA provisions. 

67TH INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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In fact, bilateral economic cooperation today extends 
across multiple areas of engagement, going beyond just 
trade in goods,  to include services,  tourism, 
infrastructure, education, science and technology, and 
agriculture. Air connectivity has gone up manifold and 
there are about 120 flights a week between Colombo 
and eight destinations in India; almost one-fifth of tourist 
arrivals into Sri Lanka are from India. The beneficial 
synergy in bilateral economic relations is best illustrated 
by the container traffic of Colombo Port, which handles 
over thirty percent of the total container transhipment 
business of India; India-linked cargo, in turn, accounts for 
over three-fourths of Colombo Port’s total container 
transhipment volume.

This dynamic economic relationship is set for further 
expansion. During the visit of Shri Anand Sharma, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles, Government 
of India, to Sri Lanka in August 2012, both sides decided 
to take several key steps to further deepen trade and 
investment relations, including by focusing on increasing 
Sri Lanka’s export capacity with promotion of 
manufacturing of products like automobile parts, 
engineering products and pharmaceuticals with Indian 
investment and forging linkages across the production 
and supply chains of the two countries. A Joint Task Force 
was constituted to follow up on these proposals and the 
first meeting took place in June 2013 in Colombo, during 
the visit of India’s Commerce Secretary to Sri Lanka, 
which also witnessed discussions to impart a fresh 
impetus to the overall economic agenda. We have set for 
ourselves an ambitious target of doubling bilateral trade 
to reach US$ 10 billion in the next three years. At the 
eighth meeting of the India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission 
held on 22 January 2013 in New Delhi, we agreed to hold 
intensive consultations towards forging a special 
economic partnership for comprehensive economic 
engagement, taking trade, tourism and investment 
relations to the next level.

 After decades of armed conflict, when the people of Sri 
Lanka are staking a claim to a peaceful future, the 
Government and the people of India remain committed 
to assisting them in their endeavours for rehabilitation 
and reconstructionOur assistance to the Sri Lankan 
people, appreciated for its timeliness and phased 
approach, has evolved taking into account the ground 
situation and the immediate needs of the people at any 
given time.The second phase of our flagship Housing 
Project for construction of 43,000 houses under the 
owner-driven model, which was launched in the 
Northern Province on 2 October 2012, is making good 

progress. More than 13,000 houses are in various stages 
of construction and are expected to be completed by the 
end of this year, exceeding the target of 10000 houses 
envisioned earlier. The housing project has also been 
launched in the Eastern Province. We hope to 
commence soon the implementation of the third phase 
of the housing project, involving construction of 4,000 
houses for estate workers in Central & Uva Provinces, as 
well as 2,000 houses for the most vulnerable sections in 
the Northern & Eastern Provinces. We expect that the 
target of completion of all the 50,000 houses to be 
constructed under the Project will be reached before the 
end of 2015.

The reconstruction project for the Northern Railway line, 
under Indian lines of credit, is progressing smoothly and 
is expected to be completed by April 2014, ahead of 
schedule. The Medawachchiya-Madhu Road section was 
inaugurated in April 2013. We expect that the 
Kilinochchi-Omanthai section would be ready for 
operations by next monthOur vision is to see the Yala 
Devi Express , which used to ply on this route, restart its 
services in 2014. Complementing our assistance in the 
railways sector, we have helped remove wrecks from the 
Kankesanthurai Harbour and completed the process of 
dredging the port. Our efforts would also be to enhance 
sea-side connectivity by restarting the ferry service 
between Rameswaram and Talaimannar. For this 
purpose, we are helping reconstruct the pier at 
Talaimannar. We have also succeeded in resolving 
outstanding issues relating to the Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) for the Sampur Power Project, which 
when implemented, will be one of the largest bilateral 
joint venture projects of its kind. Our efforts will be to get 
the plant to go on stream by 2016.Under our Small 
Development Project Scheme, we have successfully 
completed a number of other projects and continue to 
expand our portfolio of projects in diverse sectors such 
as health, education, agriculture, fishing, livelihood 
restoration, community empowerment, and culture. A 
three-fold increase in scholarship support to deserving 
Sri Lankan students, through a grant assistance of Rs. 2.5 
billion over the next three years, has also been 
operationalised, as part of the “India-Sri Lanka 
Knowledge Initiative”.

The bilateral defence cooperation between India and Sri 
Lanka has been developing steadily, with the ongoing 
training of Sri Lankan defence personnel in India, the 
Annual Defence Dialogue, service-level Staff Talks and 
various operational interactions held last year. To 
provide impetus to the training, three ships from the 1st 
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Training squadron of the Indian Navy had visited 
Colombo in April 2013. 250 cadets/ trainee officers from 
the Sri Lankan Navy embarked onboard the Indian ships 
for sea experience. The high level exchange of visits 
during last year included the visit of India’s Chief of Army 
Staff in December 2012, the visit of the Vice Chief of 
Naval Staff to participate in “Galle Dialogue 2012”, the 
visit of the Director General Indian Coast Guard in June 
2013, the visit of the National Security Adviser to 
participate in the Trilateral Meeting for Cooperation in 
Maritime Security between Maldives, Sri Lanka and India, 
and the visit to India of a high-level delegation led by the 
Sri Lankan Chief of Defence Staff in January 2013. There 
have also been operational interactions between the 
armed forces of the two countries, with the conduct of a 
joint Special Forces exercise between the Indian Army 
and Sri Lanka Army. Sports interactions between the two 
sides have also been a regular feature.

People to people links constitute one of the cardinal 
pillars of the special relationship between India and Sri 
Lanka which is rooted in close social, economic, cultural, 
educational and religious ties and which has matured 
and diversified with the passage of time. The 8th Joint 
Commission Meeting decided to jointly commemorate 
the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda this 
year and that of Anagarika Dharmapala next year. In this 
connection, I would like to thank H.E. the President of Sri 
Lanka for releasing a special commemorative postal 
stamp of Swami Vivekananda in June 2013.

Buddhism originated in India and spread peacefully to 
many other parts of the world. It continues to be one of 
the common threads that bind India and Sri Lanka 
together. The successful organization of the exposition 
of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka last year, for 
the second time in 34 years, the visit of H.E. the President 
of Sri Lanka to India in September 2012 to inaugurate the 
University of Buddhist and Indic Studies at Sanchi and 
again in January 2013 to Bodh Gaya and the series of 
events organized by the two countries to jointly 
commemorate the 2600th anniversary of the 
Attainment of Enlightenment by Lord Buddha 
(Sambuddhatva Jayanthi) stand testimony to the fact that 
we cherish Buddhism as an important dimension of our 
common heritage. Recently, the Mahabodhi temple in 
Bodhgaya, one of the holiest shrines of Buddhism, was 
targeted by a series of explosions. It was a cynical ploy to 
sow the seeds of discord among various communities 
living peacefully in India on the basis of mutual respect 
and tolerance. Both Hon’ble President and Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of India have condemned these attacks 
and have noted that India’s composite culture and 
traditions teach us respect for all religions and that such 
attacks on religious places will never be tolerated.

India believes that the end of the armed conflict presents 
an unparalleled opportunity to build a better future for 
all the people of Sri Lanka. There has been impressive 
progress towards the resettlement of IDPs and 
reconstruction of physical infrastructure in the conflict-
affected areas; India has assisted in these endeavours. 
We look forward to early conclusion of the ongoing 
efforts  to  implement  the many construct ive 
recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .  E x p e d i t i o u s 
implementation of these recommendations will mark a 

major step forward in the process of national 
reconciliation. India will continue to support moves 
towards an early political settlement to address the 
ethnic issue.

India has emphasized the need for adhering to the 
commitments made by Government of Sri Lanka to India 
and the international community on a durable political 
settlement in Sri Lanka. We welcome the holding of 
elections to the Northern Provincial Council and hope 
that the elections would be held in a free, fair and 
credible manner. We have also conveyed to the Sri 
Lankan leadership our views on recent political 
developments and look forward to further steps that 
facilitate the process of national reconciliation,inter alia 
through the meaningful devolution of powers, so as to 
ensure that all citizens of Sri Lanka, including the Sri 
Lankan Tamil community, feel they are equal stake-
holders and are able to lead a life marked by equality, 
justice, dignity and self-respect.

I would like to conclude on a personal note. Since taking 
up my assignment in Colombo a few weeks ago, my wife 
and I have been received with open arms by all those we 
have met. We have personally experienced the 
hospitality that Sri Lanka and its people are famous for 
and have been made to feel very much at home. Both of 
us are greatly touched by the warmth and friendship 
extended to us. I look forward to my stay in Colombo and 
to working towards taking India-Sri Lanka ties to a new 
high.
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67th Independence Day of India Celebrations in Sri Lanka

The High Commission of India and the Indian expatriate 
community in Sr i  Lanka celebrated the 67th 
Independence Day of India on Thursday, 15th August 
2013, at India House in Colombo. High Commissioner 
Y.K. Sinha unfurled the National Flag, which was followed 
by a rendering of the Indian National Anthem by ladies 
from the High Commission and the Indian community. 
The High Commissioner inspected the Guard of Honour 
presented by the BSF contingent and read out excerpts 
from the Address to the Nation on the eve of 
Independence Day by Hon'ble Pranab Mukherjee, the 
President of India.

The High Commissioner also conveyed his greetings on 
the occasion to the citizens of Sri Lanka and noted the 
dynamic developments over the past year in taking 
forward the strong, friendly and time-tested relationship 
between India and Sri Lanka. In his address, the High 
Commissioner referred to the exchange of high-level 
visits, particularly the visit of H.E the President of Sri 
Lanka to India in September 2012 to lay the foundation 
stone of the University of Buddhist and Indic Studies in 
Sanchi and in January 2013 to Bodhgaya; the visit of the 
Minister of External Affairs and the Minister for Economic 
Development of Sri Lanka to India in January 2013 and 
July 2013 respectively, the visit of Hon'ble Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar, to Sri Lanka in September 
2012, the visit of the Hon'ble Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Textiles, Shri Anand Sharma to Sri Lanka in 
August 2012, the visit of the National Security Adviser of 
India, to Sri Lanka in July 2013 and the visit of a five-
member multi-party delegation from the Indian 
Parliament to Sri Lanka in April 2013, which have 
imparted fresh dynamism to the ongoing dialogue and 
cooperation between our countries.

The High Commissioner highlighted the vibrant and 
growing economic and commercial partnership between 
India and Sri Lanka and noted that since the 
operationalization of the India - Sri Lanka Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) in 2000, trade has multiplied by as 
much as 8 times, crossing the milestone of US$ 5 billion 
in 2011-12 and the cumulative FDI approvals for Indian 
investments stand at about US$ 1 billion since 2003, with 
investment inflows of US$160 million in 2012. He 
underlined the vast network of air connectivity between 
India and Sri Lanka, with about 120 flights a week 
between Colombo and eight destinations in India, 
bringing in almost one-fifth of tourist arrivals into Sri 
Lanka from India. He emphasized that the container 
traffic of Colombo Port, which handles over thirty 
percent of the total container transhipment business of 
India; India-linked cargo, in turn, accounts for over three-
fourths of Colombo Port's total container transhipment 
volume, as a prime example of synergy in our bilateral 
economic relations. He noted that a Joint Task Force 
constituted to follow up on proposals of increasing Sri 
Lanka's export capacity with Indian investment in 
manufacturing of products like automobile parts, 
engineering products and pharmaceuticals and forging 
linkages with production and supply chains in India, as 
agreed upon during visit of Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, met in June 2013 and also discussed the ways 
to enhance the overall economic agenda. The High 
Commissioner also pointed out the ambitious target set 
for doubling bilateral trade to reach US$ 10 billion in next 
three years.

The High Commissioner highlighted that India's 
developmental assistance projects, based on the 
priorities set by the Government and the people of Sri 
Lanka, have made impressive progress. Under the Small 
Development Project scheme, a number of projects have 
been successfully completed and many more included 
to our growing project portfolio in all parts of Sri Lanka. 
These projects straddle diverse sectors such as health, 
education, agriculture, fishing, small and medium 
enterprises development, community empowerment, 
art, craft and culture.
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The High Commissioner noted that the second Phase of 
the Indian Housing Project for 43,000 housing units 
under the owner-driven mode in the Northern and 
Eastern Provinces launched on 2 October 2012 is making 
rapid progress and more than 13,000 houses, in various 
stages of construction, are expected to be completed by 
the end of this year. The target of completion of all 
50,000 houses will be reached before the end of 2015. 
Given its scale and reach, the Housing Project is the 
flagship project of India's development assistance to Sri 
Lanka and is one of the largest grant assistance projects 
undertaken by the Government of India in any part of the 
world.

The High Commissioner also expressed happiness that 
the railway reconstruction project in the North, under 
concessional Indian lines of credit, is progressing 
smoothly and is expected to be completed ahead of 
schedule like the Southern Railway reconstruction 
project. He noted that the wreck removal work and 
dredging at the Kankesanthurai Harbour was completed 
in April this year and that the two sides had succeeded in 
resolving outstanding issues relating to Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) for the Sampur Project, which when 
implemented, will be one of the largest bilateral joint 
venture projects of this kind.

The High Commissioner called people-to-people links 
one of the cardinal pillars of the special relationship 
between India and Sri Lanka which is rooted in close 
social, economic, cultural, educational and religious ties 
and which has matured and diversified with the passage 
of time. He thanked H.E. the President of Sri Lanka for 
releasing a special commemorative postal stamp of 

Swami Vivekananda in June 2013, as part of the joint 
commemoration of the 150 Birth Anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda by the two countries.

The High Commissioner recalled the successful 
organization of the exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu 
Relics in Sri Lanka last year, for the second time in 34 
years, and stated that the series of events organized by 
the two countries to jointly commemorate the 2600th 
anniversary of the Attainment of Enlightenment by Lord 
Buddha (SambuddhatvaJayanthi) stand testimony to the 
fact that we cherished Buddhism as an important 
dimension of our common heritage and that it continues 
to be one of the common threads that bind India and Sri 
Lanka together.

A brief cultural programme followed, which included 
patriotic songs and colourful and patriotic dance 
performances by the students of the Indian Cultural 
Centre. Subsequently, the High Commissioner and other 
officials of the High Commission paid their respects to 
the memory of fallen soldiers of the Indian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF) in a solemn ceremony at the IPKF 
Memorial in Colombo. The celebrated Assamese actress 
and danseuse Madhurima Choudhury and her troupe 
'Raginee', sponsored by the Indian Council of Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), will give a performance of folk dances 
and music of Assam at the Bishop's College Auditorium 
in the evening.

Consulate General of India, Jaffna, Consulate General of 
India, Hambantota and Assistant High Commission of 
India, Kandy also celebrated the 67th Independence Day 
by organising flag hoisting ceremonies.
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67th Independence Day Celebrations 

Well known danseuse Madhurima Choudhury and her 
Raginee group from India As part of the 67th 
Independence Day celebrations of India, well known 
Assamese film actress and danseuse Madhurima 
Choudhury, accompanied by her Raginee group 
performed folk dance and music of Assam at the 
Bishop’s College Auditorium, Colombo. Hon. Prof. G.L. 
Peiris, Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka was the 
Chief Guest and H.E Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner of 
India presided over the function. Hon. Nimal Siripala De 
Silva, Minister of Irrigation and Water Resource 
Management was the Guest  of  Honour.  The 
performance started with an invocation item, Borgeet 
and folk music by Guru Madhurima Choudry & Rajen 
Borah joined by Raginee troupe members and 
musicians. The group presented dance forms from 
Assam such as Bodo Dance, Rabha Dance (Hamjar 
Dance), Goalporiya (Kushan Nritya), Tiwa Dance (Barat 
Nritya), and presented traditional drumming and folk 
songs of Assam such as Oja Dhol, Badan Dhol and Pepa 
Badan. The Bodo Dance depicted the movement of a 
tree during the time of storm, Rabha Dance described 
the process of Jhum cultivation like cleaning the forest, 
cutting woods etc, and the other dance forms that the 
group performed were Goalporiya and Tiwa dance.

Finally, the troupe performed the Bihu Dance which is an 
essential part the Assamese folk culture and tradition. 
The graceful combination of gestures of the hands and 
movements of the body and steps of the feet made Bihu 
dance highly appealing. It consisted of singing, dancing 
and instrumentation. Bihu songs, composition of 
cowherds, buffalo keepers and farmers, sung in 
accompaniment with the musical instruments like drum, 
cymbal, flute, hornpipe, clay pipe, harp and bamboo 
clappers with grace and natural melody and depicting 
state of enjoyment in every activity undertaken by them, 
mesmerized the audience. Finally the Raginee group 
presented an enchanting choreography based on the 
National anthem of India. The artistes who performed 
were Guru Madhurima Choudhury, Sangeeta Gogoi, 
Susmita Kalindi, Deepandita Rajbongshi, Gayatri Baishya, 
Rima Saikia, Maytrayee Goswami, Lachit Boruah, Pankaj 
Gogoi (dancers), Lakhya Dhar Gogoi, Hitesh Bikash 
Khanikar, Prasanta Borah, Dipak Baruah, Shankar Kalita, 
Rajen Borah (musicians). The troupe’s visit was 
sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, 
New Delhi in association with the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs and Arts, Government of Sri Lanka. Around 700 
guests attended the event and the performance 
received rave reviews.
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Visit of delegation from Tamil National Alliance (TNA), Sri Lanka to India

Visit of a delegation led by Commerce Secretary

In response to questions from the media on the visit of a 
delegation from the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), Sri 
Lanka to India, the Official Spokesperson, Ministry of 
External Affairs, India said on 18 June 2013:

"A six-member delegation of the Tamil National Alliance 
(TNA), Sri Lanka is visiting India from 16-19 June 2013. 
The delegation is led by Mr. R. Sampanthan, MP, and 

consists of Mr. Mavai S. Senathirajah, (MP), Mr. K. 
(Suresh) Premachandran (MP), Mr. P. Selvarajah (MP), Mr. 
Selvam Adaikkalanathan (MP) and Mr. M.A. Sumanthiran 
(MP). A TNA delegation had also visited India in October 
2012.

The TNA delegation called on the Prime Minister today. 
They had earlier called on the External Affairs Minister 

and the National Security Adviser.

The Prime Minister conveyed to the TNA 
delegation that he was dismayed by reports 
suggesting that the Government of Sri Lanka 
planned to dilute certain key provisions of 
the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan 
Constitution ahead of elections to the 
Northern Provincial Council. It was noted 
that the proposed changes raised doubts 
about the commitments made by the Sri 
Lankan Government to India and the 
international community, including the 
United Nations, on a political settlement in 
Sri Lanka that would go beyond the 13th 
Amendment. The changes would also be 
incompatible with the recommendation of 
the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commiss ion  (LLRC) ,  se t  up  by  the 
Government of Sri Lanka, calling for a 
political settlement based on the devolution 
of power to the provinces.

The Prime Minister stated that he was deeply 
concerned about the welfare and wellbeing 
of the Tamil community in Sri Lanka. He 
stressed on the expectation that the Sri 
Lankan Tamil community would lead a life of 
dignity, as equal citizens, and reiterated that 
India would make every effort to ensure the 
achievement of a future for the community 
marked by equality, justice and self-respect.”

On the invitation of Dr. P.B. 
Jayasundera, Secretary, Ministry of 
Finance and Planning of the 
Government of Sri Lanka, Mr. S. R. 
Rao, Commerce Secretary of the 
Government of India visited Sri 
Lanka on 24-25 June 2013 for 
official talks.  The delegation level 
talks were co-chaired by Sri S. R. 
Rao and Dr. P.B. Jayasundera to 
discuss issues relating to the 
implementation of India-Sri 
Lankan FTA, trade,investment, 
economic  cooperat ion and 
related issues, along with the 
subject of moving towards an 
u p g ra d e d ,  c o m p re h e n s i v e 
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  e c o n o m i c 
engagement. The current round 
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of consultations was a follow up of the visit of Hon. Anand 
Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles of 
India in August 2012 and to discuss the way forward to 
implement the key decisions arrived during the eight 
meeting of India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission ( January 
2013) and visit of Dr. P. B. Jayasundera, Secretary 
(Treasury), Ministry of Finance & Planning to India (April 
2013).

During the talks decisions were taken to enhance trade 
and investment ties; address the grievance of Sri Lankan 
side regarding the imbalance in trade and difficulties in 
accessing the Indian market and address outstanding 
issues pertaining to the FTA. Both sides also initiated 
dialogue on forging a special economic partnership for 
comprehensive and sustained economic cooperation. It 
was agreed that there was considerable potential to 
expand bilateral trade, in a balanced manner through 
optimal utilization of the opportunities available 
between the two economies.

Both sides discussed specific suggestions to expand 
trade and investment ties. The Sri Lankan side offered to 
attract Indian investment to increase their export 
capacity and seek to establish greater linkages with 
production and supply chains in the Indian market. It was 
agreed that thrust area should be to establish greater 
linkages in trade, tourism and investment. The Sri Lanka 
side offered to attract Indian investments, inter alia, in 
the manufacture of automobile parts, pharmaceuticals, 
textiles and engineering products. The investments 
could be in the form of joint venture projects to 
encourage Sri Lankan private sector and state 
enterprises to work together with Indian enterprises. 
The two sides agreed to cooperate closely to forge closer 
economic and trade linkages and take steps to double 
the bilateral trade to reach US $ 10 billion in next three 
years.

During the meeting progress on FTA-related issues, 
including those pertaining to customs procedure, 
quotas for garments, import licence for processed meat 
and products and plant quarantine for fruits were 
discussed.  The Indian side reiterated its offer for 8 
million pieces of apparel to enter the Indian market from 
Sri Lanka. The Indian side has removed the fabric 
sourcing condition for exporting 8 million pieces of 
apparel. The Indian side also conveyed that the validity 
period of the licence for processed meat had been 
extended from six months to one year. The quarantine 
restrictions on Rambutan and Mangosteen had also 
been dispensed with. The issue of tacking NTBs and 

evolving a mechanism to resolve trade disputes were 
also discussed.

The Sri Lanka side requested further market access for 
apparel, tea and pepper in order to address their trade 
deficit and facilitate entry of value added products 
including apparel, high end tea, value added rubber 
products, floriculture and spices into the Indian market.

During the discussions both sides also agreed to 
cooperate in the energy sector, including in the field of 
non-conventional energy. It was decided that both sides 
would direct their relevant public sector enterprises to 
identify project in the filed of solar and wind energy for 
future cooperation. It was pointed out that Sri Lanka has 
huge potential in the wind energy sector which could be 
harnessed. The talks also focused on interconnectivity of 
grid between the two countries. During the off peak 
period, the Sri Lankan side can export excess power to 
India and revenue, which would bridge the trade deficit.

The two sides identified tourism as a thrust area for 
cooperation and agreed to review the current MOU on 
Cooperation in the field of tourism. In this context, both 
side noted the importance of connectivity between the 
two countries and acknowledged that current levels of 
connectivity between India and Sri Lanka is best in South 
Asia region for free movement of people, goods and 
services. Both sides agreed to the need to resume ferry 
service between Talaimannar and Rameshwaram and 
Colombo and Tuticorin.

   Both sides agreed to create an optimally supportive 
framework at both ends, including by entering into 
Customs Cooperation Agreement, completing the 
ratification process for bringing into force the Double 
Taxation Avoidance Agreement signed in January 2013; 
finalizing an MOU in the fields of textiles, handloom, 
powerloom and SMEs.  It was also decided that the 
Department of Commerce on both sides would be the 
focal points to coordinate and resolve problems arising 
from NTBs, by appointing suitable nodal officers from 
each side.

The first meeting of the Joint Task Force ( JTF) constituted 
by the two Governments also met on the 24 June. The 
members of the JTF included representatives of 
government and private sector. The JTF meeting was co-
Chaired by Mr. Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, Ministry of 
Industry & Commerce and Mr. Arvind Mehta, Joint 
Secretary (Free Trade & South Asia). The meeting of the 
JTF, inter alia, discussed the status of the ISLFTA, 
measures required to enhance bilateral trade, review of 
the negative lists, addressing NTBs, increasing 
investment and improving tourism. Infrastructure 
Leasing & Financial Services Ltd. (IL&FS), a private sector 
participant from Indian side offered their expertise in 
development of infrastructure and skills training in the 
automobile, pharmaceuticals, textiles, engineering, 
infrastructure and tourism industries.

Mr. S. R. Rao, Commerce Secretary also called on Hon. 
Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development and  
Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & 
Commerce. During the meetings, the Sri Lankan 
Ministers 
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Visit of Mr. Shivshankar Menon, National Security Adviser of India

Mr. Shivshankar Menon, National Security Adviser of 
India, visited Colombo on 8-9 July 2013 to participate in 
the 2nd NSA-Level Meeting on Trilateral Cooperation on 
Maritime Security between India, Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives. 

Governments of India, Sri Lanka and Maldives have been 
engaged in trilateral discussions to address the common 
maritime challenges in the Indian Ocean region. 
Following the meeting on 8 July, the three-side agreed on 
a roadmap for future cooperation in maritime security. In 
this context, they signed an Outcome Document 
outlining further collaborative measures in the areas 
of_inter alia_ Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA); 
strengthening coordination of maritime Search and 
Rescue (SAR); promoting marine oil pollution response 
cooperat ion ;  expanding  'DOSTI '  ( f r iendship ) 
exercises;sharing of information on illegal maritime 
activities; and piracy. The text of the Outcome Document 
is enclosed. 

The next NSA-Level Meeting on Trilateral Cooperation on 
Maritime Security between India, Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives will take place in New Delhi at a mutually 
convenient time. 

During his visit, the National Security Adviser called on H. 
E. the President of Sri Lanka and also held bilateral 

meetings with Minister for Economic 
Development Mr. Basil Rajapaksa and Defence 
Secretary Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa of Sri Lanka. 
In these meetings, both sides reviewed the 
progress in bilateral cooperation and 
exchanged views on areas of common 
concern. They expressed satisfaction on the 
progress in implementation of the Indian-
assisted projects for relief, rehabilitation and 
resettlement of IDPs, including the Housing 
Project, as well as projects relating to the 
development of railway infrastructure in the 
Northern and Southern Provinces. They also 
discussed the fishermen issue and agreed on 
the need to deal with it in a humane manner 
without resorting to violence under any 
circumstances. They agreed that fishermen's 
associations on both sides, which had met in 
the past and reached some understandings, 
needed to meet again to work on developing 

this further. This could then serve as the basis for finding 
a solution to this humanitarian issue. 

The National Security Adviser conveyed to the Sri Lankan 
leadership the Government of India's views on the recent 
political developments and called for early political 
settlement and national reconciliation through the 
meaningful devolution of power so to ensure that all 
citizens of Sri Lanka, including the Sri Lankan Tamil 
community, would lead a life marked by equality, justice, 
dignity and self-respect. In this context, he also 
emphasized the need for adhering to the commitments 
made by the Sri Lankan Government to India and the 
International Community on a political settlement in Sri 
Lanka that would go beyond the 13th Amendment. He 
also expressed the hope that elections to the Northern 
Provincial Council would be held in a free, fair and 
credible manner. 

The National Security Adviser also met with other 
political leaders, including Leader of the Opposition and 
Chairperson of UNP Mr.Ranil  Wikremesinghe, 
Chairperson of SLMC and Minister of Justice Mr. Rauff 
Hakeem, and a delegation of Tamil National Alliance led 
by Mr. R. Sampanthan. 
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Hon.  Basi l  Rajapaksa,  Minister  of 
Economic Development, His Worship, 
Mayor of Dehiwala and Mount Lavinia, Mr. 
Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, Ministry 
Industry and Commerce, Mr. Sanjay Tiwari, 
President, Indian CEO Forum, Office 
Bearers of the Indian CEO Forum, 
Members of  the Forum, Ladies & 
Gentlemen.

I t  g ives me immense pleasure to 
participate in today's event to launch the 
“Indian CEO Forum-Sri Lanka”. 

We are deeply honoured by the presence 
of Hon. Basil Rajapaksa. 

Indian companies and entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka have 
contributed significantly in furthering bilateral trade and 
economic ties. The Sri Lankan economy has benefitted 
by your presence. It is laudable that you have decided to 
organise yourself formally and come together on a 
common platform to promote and contribute to the 
economic growth of Sri Lanka.

Each one of you is an Ambassador of India in this 
wonderful country.  You have adopted Sri Lanka as your 
second home. Overseas Indians build bridges of 
friendship and cooperation between India and the 
countries they reside in. I sincerely hope that the Indian 
CEO Forum will serve as a symbiotic link that binds our 
two countries and will further enhance our substantive 
economic engagement in terms of mutually beneficial 
trade and investment, thereby creating a win-win 
situation for both countries.

India and Sri Lanka enjoy a vibrant and growing 
economic and commercial partnership, with both trade 
and investment expanding greatly in recent years. Since 
the operationalization of the India – Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) in 2000, trade alone has multiplied by as 
much as 8 times, crossing the milestone of US$ 5 billion 
in 2011-12. The FTA has thus proved to be a real engine 
of growth for bilateral commercial interaction. 

In 2011-12, India’s imports from Sri Lanka went up by 
almost 45% to cross US$ 720 million, making Sri Lanka 
the largest source of merchandise from the South Asian 
region for India. This is a big jump from US$ 45 million 
imports in 2000-01, when Sri Lanka occupied the 4th 
rank as an import source for India in the region. In fact, Sri 
Lanka’s exports to India increased from about US $ 50 
million in 2000 to about US$ 720 million in 2011-12.  
There is no doubt that the FTA brought significant 
benefits to both sides. 

Likewise, top Indian companies have displayed great 
interest in Sri Lanka, investing in the country across 
sectors such as infrastructure, manufacturing, services, 
and construction. The cumulative FDI approvals for 
Indian investments stand about US$ 1 billion since 2003, 
with investment inflows of US$160 million in 2012. 
Nearly US$ 2 billion worth of FDI has been committed by 
Indian companies for the next five years or so.  The 
investment flow is by no means one-sided as Sri Lankan 

companies too are finding opportunities 
in the large Indian markets, leveraging 
FTA provisions.

In fact, bilateral economic cooperation 
today extends across multiple areas of 
engagement, including trade in goods 
and services, tourism, infrastructure, 
education, science and technology, and 
agriculture. Air connectivity has gone up 
manifold and there are about 120 flights 
a week between Colombo and eight 
destinations in India; almost one-fifth of 
tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka is from India.  
The beneficial synergy in bilateral 
economic relations is best illustrated by 
the container traffic of Colombo Port, 

which handles over thirty percent of container 
transshipment business of India; India-linked cargo, in 
turn, accounts for over three-fourths of the Port’s total 
container transshipment volume. 

This dynamic economic relationship is set for further 
expansion. During the visit of Hon. Anand Sharma, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles, Government 
of India, to Sri Lanka in August 2012, both sides decided 
to take several key steps to further deepen trade and 
investment relations, including by focusing on increasing 
Sri Lanka’s export capacity with promotion of 
manufacturing of products like automobile parts, 
engineering products and pharmaceuticals with Indian 
investment and forging linkages across the production 
and supply chains of the two countries. The two 
governments have constituted a Joint Task Force to take 
forward these proposals and the first meeting of the Task 
Force took place on 24 June, 2013 in Colombo during the 
visit of our Commerce Secretary. 

We have also set for ourselves an ambitious target of 
doubling bilateral trade to reach US$ 10 billion in next 
three years. At the eighth meeting of the India-Sri Lanka 
Joint Commission held on 22 January 2013 in New Delhi, 
we agreed to hold intensive consultations towards 
forg ing  a  spec ia l  economic  par tnersh ip  for 
comprehensive economic engagement, taking trade, 
tourism and investment relations to the next level. 
Recently, we had a successful visit of Commerce 
Secretary of India   during which both sides discussed 
the way forward to carry forward the economic agenda. 

I hope that Indian CEO Forum will actively partner with us 
to further strengthen the economic relations of the two 
countries by encouraging more Indian companies to 
invest in various sectors in Sri Lanka and likewise guide 
Sri Lankan entrepreneurs willing to do business in India 
or invest in India. The two countries will benefit by 
enhancing the existing synergies.

I would like to once again thank the Indian CEO Forum for 
inviting me today and wish the Forum all the very best in 
its future endeavours.

Colombo
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India to set up Handicrafts Villages At Hambantota and Jaffna

In the first phase of this Project, the Handicrafts Village at 
Hambantota will be set up over the next four months. 
Following the conclusion of the tendering process, the 
'Contract Agreement' was signed with M/s. Hewage 
Constructions on 17 July 2013 in the presence of the H.E. 
Y.K .S inha ,  H igh  Commiss ioner  o f  Ind ia ,  Mr . 
Sivagnanasothy, Secretary, Ministry of Traditional 
Industries, Mr. Buddhi Keerthisena, Chairman, National 
Crafts Council and Mr. P. Kumaran, Deputy High 
Commissioner, senior officials of the Ministry of 
Traditional Industries and the High Commission of India. 

The Project is expected to assist a large number of 
craftsmen in Hambantota and Jaffna districts, who 
produce traditional handicraft items using raw materials 
from Palmyrah, sea shells, cane, pottery and wood 
carvings but do have not adequate opportunities and 
facilities, to market their produce. The Project would 
bring together traditional craftsmen and their produce 
on one side and purchasers and tourists on the other, for 
mutual benefit. 

The revival of employment opportunities and restoring 
the livelihoods of the people has been an important 
priority of India's development assistance projects in Sri 
Lanka. In order to revive farming in the Northern 
Province, 500 Tractors were gifted to agrarian centers 
and 95,000 agricultural tool kits comprising farming tools 

and high yielding variety seeds were distributed to IDP 
farmers immediately after the armed conflict. A Project 
to supply boats, fishing equipment and cold storage 
units to fishermen of Vaharai and another to supply 
boats and fishing nets to old IDPs of Mannar was 
implemented, benefitting about 1000 fishermen in the 
region. A Project for strengthening the Fishnet Factory at 
Jaffna by equipping it with the latest machinery was 
completed recent l y,  to  increase  the  fishnet 
manufacturing capacity of the factory, with the objective 
of meeting the growing fishnet needs of the fishermen of 
Northern Province. 

The Government of India is also implementing a Project 
through the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of Sri Lanka to assist the renovation of 1,230 
small business premises in Mullaiteevu and Kilinochchi, 
which were damaged during the last phase of the 
conflict. The restoration of the Atchchuvely Industrial 
Estate at Jaffna is expected to help revive the economy of 
the Jaffna peninsula and generate employment for the 
people of Northern Province. The Government of India 
also implemented a Project for artificial refitment of 
limbs ( Jaipur Foot) that benefitted 2,563 people to regain 
mobility, dignity and sustenance. A separate Project for 
distribution of 10,000 bicycles to IDP families in the 
Northern Province to assist their livelihood was 
successfully completed. 

India's assistance to the Sri Lankan 
people has evolved taking into 
account the immediate needs and 
requirements as articulated by the 
Government of Sri Lanka. India's 
assistance, which focused on 
emergency  re l ie f  ass is tance 
towards the end of the armed 
conflict and in its immediate 
aftermath, gradually shifted focus 
to the resettlement of the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 
revival of their livelihoods through a 
variety of Small Development 
Projects (SDPs). The subsequent 
requirements of reconstruction are 
being addressed through the 
flagship Indian housing project, the 
Northern Railway reconstruction 
project and other infrastructural 
development in i t iat ives.  The 
Housing Project and the Railway 
Project being executed in the 
Northern Province are expected to 
generate about 50 million mandays 
of employment to unskilled labour 
of the region.
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Beyond Boundaries - A Documentary On India's Development Assistance 
Projects In Sri Lanka

The Indian Cultural Centre organized a special screening 
of "Beyond Boundaries", a documentary produced by 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
providing a glimpse of India's Development Assistance 
Projects in Sri Lanka on 2 August 2013. H.E. Mr. Y.K. 
Sinha, High Commissioner of India addressed the 
invitees who included parliamentarians, senior 
government officials, members of the civil society, 
representatives of implementing agencies involved with 
the Indian projects and media representatives.

In his remarks at the screening, the High Commissioner 
highlighted the phased approach of India's assistance to 
Sri Lanka, in line with the needs and requirements of the 
people of Sri Lanka at any given time, as articulated 
through the Government of Sri Lanka. The High 
Commissioner also underlined the various stages of 
India's assistance to Sri Lanka and focused on sectors 
where India's assistance has been able to make a 
difference in the lives of the people in the conflict-
affected areas. He recalled the dispatch of emergency 
relief assistance in November 2008 in the form of 
2,50,000 family packs comprising daily use items such as 
clothing, utensils, essential food packets, personal 
hygiene items etc. and setting up of an Emergency Field 
Hospital at Pulmoddai in March 2009, which was later 
shifted to Chettikulam, which provided emergency 
treatment to about 50,000 patients and conducted 
nearly 3,000 surgical operations. With focus on the 
rehabilitation and resettlement after the armed conflict 
came to an end, the High Commissioner outlined India's 
assistance in form of 10.4 metric tonnes of corrugated 
roofing sheets, 4 lakh cement bags, 95,000 packs of 
agricultural implements and seeds to farmers, 500 
tractors to agro-centres across the five districts of the 
Northern Province, deployment of seven demining 
teams which cleared about 70 million square metres of 
mine-contaminated and the organization of artificial 
limb-fitment camps to address the needs of the victims 
of mines and other unexploded ordnance.

The High Commissioner further elaborated on India's 

assistance in meeting the long-term 
requirements of rehabilitation, re-
settlement and re-construction and 
emphasized that Indian projects now 
encompassed virtually all major 
sectors of the economy, including 
housing, infrastructure, education, 
health, agriculture, fisheries, industry, 
handicrafts, culture and sports. The 
High Commissioner noted that the 
MoU between India and Sri Lanka for 
small development projects upto SLR 
300 mill ion, enabled successful 
implementation of a number of 
projects with short gestation periods. 
The High Commissioner underlined 
that India's commitments made during 
the visit of H.E. the President of Sri 
Lanka to India in June 2010, which 
included construction of 50,000 

houses under grant assistance of US$ 270 million, 
rehabilitation of the Northern Railway lines under a 
concessional Line of Credit of US $ 800 million, wreck-
removal and rehabilitation of the KKS Harbour, 
establishment of Vocational Training Centres, 
construction of a Cultural Centre at Jaffna, setting up a 
500 MW coal power plant at Sampur, restoration of 
Tirukatheeswaran temple, establishing an Agricultural 
Research Institute in Northern Province, expanding the 
scholarship program for Sri Lankan students to pursue 
their higher studies in India, setting up of Centers of 
English Language Training in each Province of Sri Lanka 
and providing technical assistance for the National 
Action Plan for a Trilingual Sri Lanka, were in various 
stages of implementation. He expressed satisfaction 
that many projects had been completed on schedule 
and some, including the railway projects, were ahead of 
schedule.

Speaking about the flagship Indian Housing project, the 
High Commissioner informed that the Pilot Project for 
constructing 1,000 houses in the Northern Province was 
completed in July 2012 and the second phase of the 
Housing Project, that involved constructing 43,000 
houses in the Northern and Eastern Provinces under an 
owner-driven approach, was progressing smoothly. Till 
date India had selected and transferred the first 
instalment of funds to 13,500 beneficiaries, second 
instalment to 11,800 beneficiaries, third instalment to 
6,000 beneficiaries, and the fourth & final instalment to 
over 1,000 beneficiaries.

The High Commissioner underlined that the Northern 
Railway Line Project, which would restore rail 
connectivity between Medawachchiya and KKS, and also 
between Medawachchiya and Talaimannar, would be 
completed by April 2014. He also pointed to the efforts to 
enhance sea-side connectivity by restarting the ferry 
service between Rameswaram and Talaimannar and 
highlighted the important role being played by the 10 
bus-trains supplied by India and plying between 
Trincomalee and Batticaloa in meeting transportation 
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Visit of Minister of External Affairs Prof. G.L. Peiris to India

needs of thousands of commuters every day.

Focussing on the education sector,  the High 
Commissioner recalled India's help to repair and 
renovate 79 war-damaged schools in Kilinochchi, 
Mullaitivu and Vavuniya and the project for setting up a 
Faculty of Agriculture and a Faculty of Engineering at the 
Kilinochchi Campus of the Jaffna University at a cost of 
SLR 600 million. He also highlighted the tripling by India 
of scholarship assistance for Sri Lanka, amounting to SLR 
2.5 billion over the next 3 years. India's assistance also 
included computers and related hardware to over 400 
schools in the Eastern Province and the setting up of 
vocational training centres in Batticaloa and Nuwara 
Eliya. India's interventions in the health sector include 
supply of high-value equipment to the Jaffna Teaching 
Hospital and the district hospitals in Kilinochchi and 
Mullaitivu and the construction of a 200-bed ward 
complex for the District Hospital in Vavuniya. India had 
also helped set up and equip the Siddha Faculty at the 
Eastern University in Trincomalee. The 150-bed base 

Minister of External Affairs Prof. G.L. Peiris called on the 
Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh  on 19 
August 2013 in New Delhi.

The discussions between Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh and Prof G.L. Peiris included a range of matters 

hospital project at Dickoya, Hatton, being built with 
India's assistance, was nearing completion.

The High Commissioner also pointed out other initiatives 
to revive local economies such as re-establishing the 
Atchchuvely Industrial Zone, reviving the fishnet factory 
in Jaffna, supply of fishing equipment and outboard 
motors to fishermen in Mannar district and setting up 
Handicrafts Villages in Jaffna and Hambantota. India is 
also implementing a project to provide assistance for 
1,320 small businesses that were affected by the armed 
conflict in Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts. Equipment 
worth SLR 70 million has been provided to the Palmyrah 
Research Institute in Jaffna and 10,000 bicycles provided 
to the IDPs of Northern Province. In the field of culture, 
the High Commissioner stated that India was looking 
forward to moving ahead with the project for setting up a 
state-of-the-art Cultural Centre at Jaffna, at an estimated 
cost of SLR 1.2 billion. He concluded by saying that India 
would continue to undertake various projects for the 
benefit of the Sri Lankan people, in a spirit of partnership 
and cooperation.

such as cooperation with regard to 
the economy, development and 
the rehabilitation process. The 
M i n i s t e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
arrangements that are being made 
for the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) as 
well as the Business Forum in 
which there has been considerable 
interest by the Confederation of 
Indian Industry and the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry. The Minister handed 
over to Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, a letter of invitation from 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, to 
a t t e n d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Summit and the Minister said that 
the Government of Sri Lanka looks 
forward to Prime Minister Singh’s 

participation. The Prime Minister of India requested that 
the Minister of External Affairs should convey to H.E. the 
President of Sri Lanka, the thanks of the Indian Prime 
Minister for deputing Prof. Peiris to hand over the letter 
of invitation to him.
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India’s Participation in the "PROFOOD PROPACK AND AGBIZ 2013” 
as a Partner Country

The ProFood, ProPack and Agbiz 2013 was inaugurated 
on 23rd August 2013 by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development and H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High 
Commissioner of India at a function organized at BMICH, 
Colombo. India is participating in 'ProFood ProPack 
2013' as a partner country.

The number of Indian companies participating in the 
exhibition has grown over the years. This year, about 65 
Indian companies are participating in the exhibition. The 
Indian companies are showcasing a wide range of agro 
and food products, bakery & kitchen equipment, hotel 
equipment, packaging equipment & machinery, ready-
to-eat snack foods, pulps, fruit juices, health foods, curry 
paste and chocolates, organic spices etc. The exhibition 
will provide an ideal opportunity for the food processing 
& packaging companies from India to partner with Sri 
Lankan companies to work together. The food 
processing industry holds immense potential for small-
scale entrepreneurs.

The Indian companies are participating under the 
banner of Agricultural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority (APEDA) and from Kerala 
and other individual companies. APEDA is an apex body 
set up under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India for the development and 

promotion of export of agricultural products including 
Floriculture, Fresh Fruits and Vegetables, Processed 
Foods, Livestock Products, Alcoholic and Non-alcoholic 
beverages, cereal products etc. Under the banner of 
APEDA, around 20 Indian companies had successfully 
participated in the "Pro Food Pro Pack 2011". APEDA 
pavilion was adjudged the best pavilion in the 
international category at the "Pro Food Pro Pack 2012".

H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner of India inaugurated 
the APEDA pavilion and met the Indian exhibitors.

The Indian food industry has witnessed strong growth 
over the past few years. India is the second largest 
producer of food items. Currently, the Indian processed 
food market is estimated at US$ 121 billion, with the 
market growing at a rate of 10% per annum. The market 
is expected to reach US$194 billion by 2015. According 
to APEDA, Indian's agro and processed food exports 
increased by 63% to reach US$16.96 billion in the first 10 
months of 2012-13, as compared to US $ 10.39 billion in 
the corresponding period in 2011-12. The food 
processing industry in India has attracted foreign direct 
investment (FDI) worth US$ 1,811.06 million during April 
2000 to March 2013.
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India-Sri Lanka signed MOU for Cooperation in the Development of SMEs in 
Handloom, Powerloom and Textiles

On 9 September 2013, India and Sri Lanka signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation 
in the Development of SMEs in Handloom, Powerloom 
and Textiles. The MoU was signed by Mrs. Zohra 
Chatterji, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India and Mr. Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, Ministry of 
Industry & Commerce, Government of Sri Lanka. 

Mrs Zohra Chatterji led an official and business 
delegation to Sri Lanka from 6-10 September for talks to 
enhance cooperation in the field of powerloom, 

27



INDIA INTERNATIONAL FABRIC EXPO (IIFE-2013), 8-10 SEPTEMBER 2013

The Powerloom Development & Export Promotion 
Council (PDEXCIL) organized a mega event "India 
International Fabric Expo (IIFE-2013)" at Hotel Galadari, 
Colombo, from 8-10, September, 2013 with support of 
Ministry of Textiles & Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India and the Indian High Commission, 
Sri Lanka. The IIFE-2013 was supported by The Ministry 
of Industry & Commerce of Sri Lanka and various 
industry associations dealing with textile & garments of 
Sri Lanka. The inauguration ceremony on 9 September, 
2013 was graced by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development and Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, 
H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner of India, Mrs. Zohra 
Chatterji, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India, Mr. Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, Ministry of 
Industry & Commerce and other dignitaries from Indian 
& Sri Lanka. PDEXCIL is also organized a fashion show in 
the evening of 9 September, 2013 at Hotel Galadari.

PDEXCIL was set up by the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of 
India in 1995. The main objectives of the PDEXCIL is to 
promote, support, develop and increase Powerlooms 
and export of Powerloom fabrics, made-ups and Home 
Textiles and to carry out such promotional activities for 

the overall development of Powerloom sector. It has 
its headquarters at Mumbai & Regional Office at 
E r o d e .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  1 5 0 0 
manufacturing/exporting units as its members. As a 
part of its activities, PDEXCIL organizes/participates 
in Trade Fairs, Exhibitions and Buyer Seller Meet 
abroad and India with support  from the 
Government of India.

Sri Lanka has good manufacturing facilities for 
garment and has potential for high exports. The 
fabric for manufacture of garments is sourced from 
various countries, including India. This provided an 
opportunity for garment manufacturers, exporters, 
general traders of textiles, institution buyers and all 
other stakeholders of textile industry and trade of 
Sri Lanka to source their requirement and also to 
have first hand information on the scope of 

expanding the trade relations between Sri Lanka & India.

The powerloom industry in India has grown up from its 
traditional conventional loom base to automatic and 
high-tech looms. It is capable of manufacturing any type 
of fabrics of international quality and standard at 
reasonable price. The product is the blend of tradition 
and modern and meets the requirement of lower 
segment as well as high end consumers.

The main objective of this event was to expand the textile 
trade between the two countries for their mutual 
benefits. During the IIFE-2013, PDEXCIL  aimed to:

To exhibit various ranges of powerloom textile fabrics to 
Sri Lankan Garment Manufacturers & domestic buyers 
and buying agencies, as well as institutional buyers like 
hotels and hospitals.

To explore the possibi l i ty of Joint Venture in 
manufacturing and marketing.

To create long term prospective business relationship.

To promote Brand India Image. 

JULY - SEPTEMBER  2013

handloom and textiles. During her visit she called on 
Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development 
and Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & 
Commerce and have meetings with Dr. P. B. Jayasundera, 
Secretary, Ministry of Finance & Planning and Mr Anura 
Siriwardena, Secretary, Ministry of Industry & 
Commerce. She also met members of Joint Apparel 
Association Forum (JAAF).

The visit of Mrs Chatterji also coincided with the 
inauguration of “India International Fabric Expo-
2013” (IIFE-2013). This event was organized by 
Powerloom Development Export Promotion 
Council (PDEXCIL) with the support of the Ministry 
of Textiles, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
and the High Commission of India at Hotel 
Galadari from 8-10 September, 2013. The 
inauguration ceremony on 9 September, 2013 
was graced by Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development and Hon. Rishad 
Bathiudeen, H.E. Y. K. Sinha, High Commissioner 
of India and other dignitaries from Indian & Sri 
Lanka. 53 leading companies from India in the 

powerloom, handloom and textiles sector are 
participating in the IIFE-2013. PDEXCIL  also organized a 
fashion show in the evening of 9 September, 2013 at 
Hotel Galadari.
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53 Indian exhibitors from various parts of India, including 
Kerala, Bangalore, Ichalkaranji, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, 
Surat, Bhilwara, Varanasi, Amritsar etc. participated.  
These companies are manufacturers & exporters from 
various clusters of powerloom industry in India, 
displaying wide range of products, all type of fiber, 
combination and blends of fabrics, made-ups, home 
textiles and technical textiles.

The Buyer Seller Meet was on B2B basis, and fabric & 

Clothing manufacturers, agents, importers, wholesalers, 
distributors, chain stores, fashion houses, buying 
houses, retailers, designers, mail orders companies, 
government agencies, hotels & hospitals, Institutional 
buyers, brand owners, potential franchisees were 
welcomed to have a first hand look on various textile 
products from India and also to have interaction with 
manufacturers exporters of India directly.
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Yal Devi Express resumes journey to Kilinochchi

India Launches its first Navigation Satellite

President Mahinda Rajapaksa on 14 September 2013,  
launched the Yal Devi, connecting Colombo to 
Kilinochchi, reviving an old rail link after a gap of 23 years.

The railway line from Medawachchi in Sri Lanka’s North 
Central Province to Kankasanthurai in the country’s 
northern tip was commissioned on September 10, 1905.

Gradually, the line grew to become a crucial link — 
virtually a backbone running across the country — 
connecting the south and north. However, during the 
war, the rail network was shattered and the train service 
ceased operations after June 13, 1990, according to local 
reports.

BANGALORE, India — The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched July 1 the first 
of seven satellites that will constitute an independent, 
regional satellite navigation system.

"With this we are entering into a new era of space 
applications after remote sensing and communications," 
ISRO Chairman Koppili Radhakrishnan said in a post-
launch statement. The constellation known as the Indian 
Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) is slated to 
become operational by 2015. 

The televised launch of the IRNSS-1A satellite on board 
India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle rocket took place at 
11:41 p.m. local time from Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
in southeastern India. Originally scheduled for June 12, 
the launch was postponed due to a problem with the 
electro-hydraulic actuator in the rocket’s second stage. 

(The Indian Space Research Organisation's first 
navigation satellite IRNSS-1A launches toward space 

After the three-decade-long war ended the Sri Lankan 
government began rebuilding the line, and resumed 
operations from Vavuniya to Thandikulam on June 7, 
2009 and then extended its run to Omanthai on May 29, 
2011, news agency Adaderana reported.

This is one of the two key railway line projects in Sri Lanka 
— the other, from Medawachchiya to Talaimannar — 
that India is helping rebuild, with a soft line of credit 
amounting to Rs.4 ,000 crore.  Indian Rai lway 
Construction Company Limited (Ircon) is the key 
contractor of the project. The remaing stretch of the line 
up to Kankasanthurai is expected to be completed by the 
end of 2014.

atop a Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle from Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in southeastern India, on July 1,2013.

Credit: ISRO

TECHNOLOGY
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India  launches its own aircraft carrier INS Vikrant

Kochi: India launched its first indigenously-built aircraft 
carrier on August 12 2013, a landmark moment in the $5 
billion or 500 crores project that seeks to project the 
country's power and check the rising influence of China. 
(Launch in pics)

The INS Vikrant comes into full service in 2018,  and 
makes India the fifth nation to have designed and built its 
own aircraft carrier, pushing ahead of China to join an 
elite club that includes Britain, France, Russia and the 
United States.

“It's a remarkable milestone," Defence Minister A.K. 
Antony said as he stood in front of the giant grey hull of 
the ship at a ceremony in the southern city of Kochi. "It 
marks just a first step in a long journey but at the same 
time an important one."

The ship, which will be fitted with weaponry and 
machinery and then tested over the next four years,  has 
a flight deck more than twice the size of a football field.

Iits power  unit can light up the entire city of Kochi, where 

it's being built. The indigenous Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA), MiG-29K combat jets and a range of helicopters 
will be deployed on the carrier.

The INS Vikrant, which means "courageous" or "bold" in 
Hindi, is a 40,000-tonne vessel which will carry Russian-
built MiG-29 fighter jets and other light aircraft.

India already has one aircraft carrier in operation - a 60-
year-old British vessel acquired by India in 1987 and 
renamed INS Viraat - but it will be phased out in the 
coming years.

Russia is also set to hand over a third aircraft carrier - INS 
Vikramaditya - later this year after a bitter row over the 
refurbished Soviet-era warship caused by rising costs 
and delays.

India also announced its first indigenously-built nuclear 
submarine was ready for sea trials, a key step before it 
becomes fully operational. Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh called it a "giant stride" for the nation.
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Indian scientists break dengue code, develop non-infectious vaccine from yeast

Indian scientists have achieved an important 
breakthrough in their efforts to develop a vaccine to 
prevent the deadly dengue. Supported by the 
Department of Biotechnology under the Ministry of 
Science & Technology, scientists at International Centre 
for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) in 
New Delhi have developed a non-infectious dengue 
vaccine from yeast.

Preliminary animal trials of the vaccine have yielded good 
results.

"Search for a dengue vaccine has been going on across 
the world for past several decades. We, at our centre, 
started experiments seven years ago. The new 

31



India conducts second test-flight of Agni V nuclear-capable ICBM
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technology we have used, i.e. recombinant DNA 
technology, to develop the dengue vaccine is a 
breakthrough," said Dr Navin Khanna, group leader of 
Recombinant Gene Products Group, ICGEB. The initial 
trials done on mice gave encouraging results.

The research team explored virus-like particles which 
can provide "robust immunity" against the vector-borne 
disease that is endemic to more than a hundred 
countries. "There are four closely related dengue viruses 
(DENVs) that cause this disease. A vaccine that can 
protect against all four DENVs is an unmet public health 
need," said Dr Khanna.

Explaining the need to explore a new technology to 
develop the vaccine, he said: "Efforts to develop a live 
attenuated vaccine (a vaccine created by reducing the 
virulence of a pathogen but still keeping it viable) have 
encountered unexpected interactions between the 
vaccine viruses, raising safety concerns. This 
underscored the need to experiment with non-
replicating vaccine options."

Among the disadvantages of the vaccine developed by 
live attenuated technology is that it can cause severe 
complications in patients with low immunity.

The ICGEB scientists used the yeast 'Pichia pastoris' to 
develop dengue virus-like particles. "Using recombinant 
DNA technology, we have created non-infectious 
dengue virus-like particles made of only the major DENV 
'envelope protein' important for eliciting virus-specific 
immunity.

These virus-like particles elicit high levels of virus-
neutralising antibodies which protected the mice 
significantly against lethal DENV challenge," said Dr 
Khanna. "The encouraging data obtained for virus-like 
particles specific to one of the four DENVs warrant the 
development of virus-like particles specific to the 
remaining three DENV strains," he added.

The University of North Carolina School of Medicine, 
USA, and Ranbaxy research laboratories are also part of 
this project. The research has been published in an 
international journal, PLOS One.

India has successfully conducted the second test-flight 
of Agni 5 – country’s most potent nuclear capable inter-
continental ballistic missile -- from Wheeler’s Island, off 
Odisha coast, Indian media reported.

 The missile, which is capable of reaching deep into 
China and as far as Europe, was test-fired from a 
mobile launcher on September 15, 2013 at 8.48 am 
and started rising exactly the way it was designed to, 
said an official of the Integrated Test Range of the 
Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO).

 The maiden flight test of the indigenously built 5000-
km-range missile on April 19 last year had catapulted 
India to an exclusive club of countries like the US, 
Russia, China, France and Britain that possess

the technology to develop inter-continental ballistic 
missiles (ICBM).

 The 17-metre-high and two-metre-wide missile, which 
can carry a payload of 1.5 tonne, has most of the 
countries in the world in its striking distance.

 The surface-to-surface missile witnessed an 'auto 
launch' and detail results of the trial will be known after 
thorough analyses of all data retrieved from different 
radars and network systems, defence sources said.

 "The sleek missile, within a few seconds of its blast-off 
from the Island launch pad, roared majestically into a 
clear sunny sky, leaving behind a trail of thin orange 
and white column of smoke and within seconds it 
pierced into sky," said an eyewitness to the launch.
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Pranayama for Healthy life 

Kathak workshop by Sadara Supathum Peiris 

Indian Cultural Centre in association with Yoga Mandir 
organized a Lecture titled “Pranayama for healthy life” at 
the Centre on 4 July 2013. The lecture was delivered by 
the renowned Yoga expert K. K Ganesh (Art of Living 

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized a Kathak 
Workshop by Sadara Supathum Peiris at its auditorium 
located on Friday, 5 July 2013. Several Kathak dancers, 
teachers, and students participated in this workshop. 
The workshop commenced with few performances and 
later moved on to technical aspects of Kathak Dances 

Foundation- India). In his talk he spoke on various 
benefits that can be gained by practicing Pranayama. 
Around 80 guests attended the event.

and its music. Sadara Supathum Peiris holds a Masters 
Degree from the Indira Kala Sangeet Vishvavidyalaya, 
India under the guidance of his Prof. Mandhavi Singh. He 
has also learnt Kandyan and fusion dance under Guru 
Chandana Wickramasinghe. Around 80 guests attended 
the event.

CULTURE
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“Praveshi” Sitar Recital 

An Evening of Drums and Music 

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized a Sitar recital 
titled “Praveshi” of Visharad Tania Karunaratne and 
Visharad Dinuka Samith Weerasinghe. They presented 
both solo and duet performances. The recital lasted for 
an hour. They were accompanied by Sriyan Chandrasiri 
on Tabla, Utpala Gajamana on Tanpura and Milinda 
Thennakoon on Sitar. Tania Karunaratne and Dinuka 
Samith Weerasinghe completed their degree in Music 

Celebrity drummer and dancer Ravibandhu Vidyapathy 
and his dance ensemble presented a musical and dance 
performance at the Centre. The performance included 
Kandyan and low country dances and a power point 
presentation by Mr. Ravibandhu Vidyapathi on various 
costumes used for Sri Lankan dances and concluded 
with a scintillating drums performance by his ensemble. 
Around 80 guests attended the event. Ravibandhu 
Vidyapathi, hails from a long line of traditional dancers 
and temple painters, had his traditional graduation at 
the Chitrasena School, where he studied Classical 

from the University of Visual and Performing Arts, Sri 
Lanka under the guidance of Dr. Nirmala Kumari 
Rodrigo. Both of them are also music students of Indian 
Cultural Centre, Colombo since 2009. Since then they 
have been part of the Sitar orchestra of the Centre and 
taken part in its annual show ”Nav Pratibha”. Around 75 
guests attended the event.

Kandyan dance under the legendary dancers Chitrasena 
and Vajira and drumming under the renowned Piyasara 
Shilpadhipathi and Punchiguro. In 1984, Ravibandhu 
established his own dance school, the Ravibandhu-
Samanthi Dance School. Currently, he is the Artistic 
Director of the Sri Lanka State Dance Ensemble and does 
choreography for the Sri Lanka Youth Dance Troupe. 
Putting his own stamp on the short operas in Sri Lanka, 
he expanded rhythm and orchestration. With creativity 
and research he was able to take his creations to the 
stage outside Sri Lanka.
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An Evening of Hindustani Vocal Music 

Carnatic Vocal Music Recital by Bagawathssing Nithyanandan 

Renowned vocalist Shasthrapathi Sangeet Nipun W.A.M 
Wisidagama will present an evening of Hindustani Vocal 
Music at the Indian Cultural Centre. Nalin Ginendra Alwis 
accompanied on Harmonium, Isuni Konthasinghe on 
Violin and Bandula Desilva on Tabla. Her beautiful 
rendition of ragas captivated the audience gathered at 

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized a Carnatic 
Vocal Music Recital by Isai Kalaimamani Bagawathssing 
Nithiyanandan on 8 August 2013 at its auditorium. He 
was accompanied on Mirudangam by Swaminathan 
Sharma, on Violin by Swarnangi Sugarthan and on 
Mors ingh by  V.Prabha .  N i th iyanandan i s  an 
accomplished Carnatic musician. He completed his 
Diploma in Carnatic Music at the Swami Vibulananda 

the Centre around 100 guests attended the event. 
Shasthrapathi Sangeet Nipun W.A.M Wisidagama 
completed her Bachelor of Performing Arts (Special 
Degree) at the University of Kelaniya and her Master’s 
Degree in music at the Bathkande University, Lucknow, 
India.

Music and Dance College, Batticalo and he was 
conferred the title Isai Kalaimamani by the same 
institution. At present he is working as Producer in Sri 
Lanka Rupavahin i  Corporat ion (  Nethra TV) . 
Nithiyanandan has presented several Carnatic vocal 
recitals all over Sri Lanka. Music lovers and critics 
attended the event.
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Cultural show by the students of the Indian Cultural Centre 

Harmony Fest – Documentary Screening 

An Evening of Hindustani Vocal Music

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo screened a 
documentary titled “Harmony Fest” directed Sanjeev 
Sivan. The event will be held at 6.00 pm on Friday 23 
August 2013 at the Indian Cultural Centre auditorium. 
Harmony Fest is about festive harmony that binds India. 
The documentary is a celebration of an overbearing 
spirit of uniformity of expressions that are common to 

On Wednesday 28 August 2013 an upcoming and 
talented young vocalist Liyanage Himalka Sewwandi 
Perera presented an evening of Hindustani Vocal Music 
at the Indian Cultural Centre. Studied at Bathkande 
University, Lucknow, Sewwandi Perera tried to develop 
genuine way of rendition of Ragas. Hon. Jeewan 

The students of the Indian Cultural Centre 
presented Patriotic songs under the guidance of 
Ms. Manjula Seneviratne and two Kathak dance 
items choreographed by their guru Ms. Moksha 
Samarasooriya at the flag hoisting ceremony 
held on 15 August at the India House.

most of the festivals of Indian origin. The films selects, 
purposefully, festive occasions with regional importance, 
and while pitching together their associations and 
traditions, it paints a national picture of uniformity. 
Harmony Fest is the story of how harmoniously cultural 
differences are overcome. Around 50 guests attended 
the screening. 

Kumaranathunga, Minister for Postal Services graced the 
occasion as Chief Guest. Himalka was accompanied by 
Visharad Nalin Jinendra Alwis on Harmonium and 
Visharad Bandula de Silva on Tabla,Visharad Dilusha 
Ravindranath on Si tar  and Shastrapat i  Isuru 
Kondasinghe on Violin.
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EAM Inaugurates The Inner Path Festival of Buddhism

Mandolin Performance and Hindi Songs

External Affairs Minister Shri Salman 
Khurshid inaugurated the second edition of 
‘The Inner Path’ Festival of Buddhism 
organized by NETPAC, on Friday September 
6, 2013. The 5-day festival was held from 
September 6-10, 2013 at ICCR, Azad 
Bhavan, New Delhi  and celebrated 
Buddhism through films, visual, performing 
arts, and philosophy. The festival featured 
discourses by Buddhist scholars and 
showcased contemporary Indian Buddhist 
art.

Yudh - Solo Bharatanatyam Dance Theatre by Savitha Sastry

‘Yudh’ - Three Perspectives, One Truth - performed by the 
celebrated Bharathanatyam exponent, Savitha Sastry in 
association with the Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo on 
Saturday 14 September 2013 at Bishop’s College Auditorium, 
Colombo 03.

Yudh was presented by the same team that presented Soul 
Cages - The Story of Life, Death and Beyond in 2012. 

Savitha is leading exponent of Bharathanatyam, the dance form 
of Southern India and the abilities of delivering original story 
lines with her impeccable artistry and technique have made her 
a household name in the art world of Bharathanatyam. She 
brings alive the classical traditions of the dance, sensitively 
nuanced with a creativity that imbues relevance and meaning to 
this art form in its current age. Savitha is known for enthralling 
audiences with performances that embody perfection in form 
and joy in expression, an intelligent fusion and joy in expression, 
an intelligent fusion that comes from years of rigorous training, 
dedicated practice and passion.

Chandradasa Bogawatte and well-known Sri Lankan singers presented an evening of mandolin recital and Hindi songs at 6:00 p.m. on 3 September at the 

Indian Cultural Centre (ICC) auditorium
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Book Launch - Mirrored Images  

149th Birth Anniversary of Anagarika Dharmapala

The Indian High Commissioner in Sri Lanka Shri Y.K. 
Sinha yesterday said the bond between India and Sri 
Lanka could not be broken and that people of both 
countries should work together. The Ministers of 
External Affairs in both countries had entered into an 
agreement to jointly celebrate the 150th birth 
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda during the period 
2013-14 and that of Anagarika Dharamapala during 
2014-15.

High Commissioner Sinha made these remarks during 
the commemoration of the 149th birth anniversary of 
Anagarika Dharamapala yesterday at the Mahabodhi 
Society headquarters in Colombo. Addressing the 
gathering Sinha said Swami Vivekananda and Anagarika 

Dharamapala were both visionaries and contemporaries 
who shared many similarities.

“They both participated in the World Parliament of 
Religions held in Chicago in 1893. Both of them 
appreciated the more than 2500-year-old relationship 
between India and Sri Lanka, built upon a legacy of 
intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic ties. 
Anagarika Dharamapala brought Bodhgaya back to its 
glory. Considering that he achieved this feat against all 
odds including dealing successfully through the judicial 
process in an imperial regime, the outcome was 
commendable. As a result the Buddhist Temples at 
Saranath, Kushinara and Lumbini were opened by 
Buddhist pilgrims,” Sinha said.

Sinha also said Anagarika Dharamapala 
revived Buddhism not only in Sri Lanka, India 
and the Asian region but also in the Western 
world. “Besides religion, he significantly 
sought  to  popular ise industr ia l  and 
agricultural knowledge among Sri Lankans 
and concluded that it was an important 
means by which to ensure the prosperity of 
the country,” Sinha added.

The Indian Cultural Centre (ICC)  organised the launch of an anthology of Sri Lankan poetry titled Mirr ored Images, edited by Rajiva Wijesinha and published 

by the National Book Trust of India  on Friday September 20 at the IC C

Swaranjali - Tribute to Pyarelal on his 73rd Birthday

Swaranjali, a musical was held at the ICC  on September 6. This program conceived as a tribute to Pyarelal, the famous Hindi film song composer of the duo 

Lakshmikant-Pyarelal. The tribute is done by Kesaralal Gunasekera and his troupe on the 73rd birthday of the legendry musician.
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Annual Cricket Match between HCI and SLIS for the Piramal Cup

The annual cricket match between the High 
Commission of India(HCI) and the Sri Lanka-India 
Society (SLIS) was held at P Sara Oval, Colombo on 
Sunday, 25th August 2013. The SLIS team won the 
match in superb fashion. 

High Commissioner captained the HCI Team and did 
well both with the bat and ball. He said he had a reason 
to rejoice whichever team won since he was the 
Captain of one (HCI) and the Patron of the other(SLIS) ! 

The SLIS team batted first and after a slow start, 
managed to score a massive 238 in their 20 overs. A 
short boundary, some loose bowling and dropped 
catches helped the SLIS team.

In reply, the HCI team started off well with a opening 
partnership of over 75 runs. However, the run rate was 
too steep to start with and kept on rising. In the end the 
HCI team could manage 190 for 5 in their 20 overs. 
Despite losing, the HCI team, by scoring 190, acquitted 
themselves honourably.
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