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( Admission to all programmes is free and on first come first served basis except June 6th )

T
h

e
 m

o
n

th
ly

 n
e
w

s
le

tt
e
r 

o
f 

th
e
 I
n

d
ia

n
 C

u
lt

u
ra

l 
C

e
n

tr
e
, 
C

o
lo

m
b

o

S
A

N
D

E
S

H

Ju
n

e
  

2
0

0
8

June 6

June 11

Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
Scholarships Award Ceremony

Bharatha Natyam Recital 
by Ms. Jenova Reginold, disciple of Guru Vasu 
Sinnarasa

Venue & Time: ICC 4.00 p.m.  

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  

June 13

June 20

Kahtak dance & Tabla Recital
by Ms. Moksha Samarasooriya & Mr. Ranga 
Perera

An evening of  Instrumental Recital 
by the students of Sharadha Kala 
Nikethanaya

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  

India is synonymous with a rich diversity of wildlife 
supplemented by an equally rich variety of flora and fauna.  The 

images one conjures of the majestic elephant, the stride of a camel, the 
roar of the tiger and the dance of a peacock in the rain are unparalleled 

experiences in themselves. It is a paradise for nature lovers.

Indian forests also play an important role in the conservation of endangered species like 
the Snow Leopard, Lion, Asiatic Elephant, the Bengal Tiger and Siberian Crane. Spread 

across the entire country, the reserves and forest areas, right from the Nanda Devi National Park 
in upper Himalayas to the Periyar Tiger Reserve in South and the six national parks in Andaman, 

Kaziranga in the east to Ranthambore in the west, the Indian wildlife trail is an incredible treat, 
unsurpassed by any other experience.

India's wildlife is no doubt both rich and varied. More than four percent of India's land is under forest 
cover and there are 87 national parks and 482 wildlife sanctuaries. The country is one of the 12 mega 

diversity areas in the world. India boasts of two-dozen Tiger reserves. India's national animal, the Tiger, 
happens to be a symbol of strength and speed as well as the joy and pride of India.

The Royal Bengal Tiger is amongst the most majestic species of Tiger. Sixty percent of the total population of 
the wild Tigers in the world resides in India. Amongst the best-known Tiger reserves in India is the 
Bandhavgarh in Madhya Pradesh. It is often referred to as the crown of the wildlife heritage of India.

Indian wildlife has its share of native birds along with migratory birds. Several hundred species of birds can be 
spotted across India. The Himalayan region is known to be the natural habitat for the Pheasant, Griffon 
Vulture and Ravens. The Keoladeo Ghana National Park popularly known as the Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary in 
Rajasthan is home to indigenous water birds waterside birds, migratory water birds, land migratory birds, and 
domestic land species. The region of Andaman is home of the rare species of birds like the Narcondum 
Hornbill, Nicobar Pigeon and the Megapode.

National Parks in India The first National Park in India was set up in 1935 in the foot hills of Himalayas in 
Uttar Pradesh and was known as Hailey National Park. It is now known as (after the famed wildlife lover) 
Corbett National Park. In 1970, there were only five national parks, namely Kanha, Bandhavgarh, Shivpuri, 
Taroba and  Corbett. Now there are about 87 national parks In India.

Northern India

The Great Himalayan National Park (Himachal Pradesh):  The feature that initially attracted and led to the 
preservation of this area as the GHNP was its enormous biodiversity representative of the Western Himalayas. 
From the critically endangered Western Tragopan to the rare and elusive Serrow and Ibex and the most 
beautiful of the big cats, the Snow Leopard; they are all here, amidst the entire range of vegetation and 
ecological complexes. The GHNP is true wilderness, one of the few large natural areas remaining intact in this 
part of the world. Here, you meet nature on its terms, not yours.

Nanda Devi National Park (Himachal Pradesh): Nanda Devi National Park is situated in Chamoli district of 
Uttarakhand. The spectacular panoramas of peaks encircling the national park are Trishul (7120 m), Dunagiri 
(7066 m), Nanda Devi (7817 m), Nanda Devi East (7430m), Bethartoli (6352 m) etc. The beautiful 
surroundings with abundant flora and fauna like Brahma-
Kamal and Bharal (blue mountain goat) make this a 
sanctuary of nature. The Nanda Devi National Park, which 
has been declared a world heritage site, has been partially 
opened recently for restricted number of tourists. Its 
inaccessibility gave Nanda Devi the aura of a forbidden 
territory, an untouched and unseen holy space. The first 
explorers to step inside the inner sanctuary were Eric 
Shipton and HW Tilman, who discovered a route up the 
Upper Rishi-Ganga Gorge in 1934.

Pin Valley National Park (Himachal Pradesh) Pin Valley 
National Park encompasses the Pin valley of Spiti in Himachal 
Pradesh and is a typical cold desert. A considerable part of the 
area of this national park is covered by snow. The elevation of the 
national park ranges from about 3,500 meters to over 6,000 
meters. The Park represents the biogeography of the 
TransHimalayan cold desert with its characteristic flora and 
fauna. The park forms the natural habitat of a number of 
endangered animals including Himalayan Ibex, Snow Leopard, 
Bharal, Wooly Hare, Tibetan Wolf and Snow Cock. Spiti's 
populace is Buddhist and does not believe in killing animals, 
resulting in the relative preservation of the wildlife of the area. 

Jim Corbett National Park (Uttaranchal) Corbett has aptly been described as the 'Land of the Roar, Trumpet 
and Song'. A tiger reserve, it lies in the Nainital, Pauri, Garwhal and Bijnore districts of Uttarakhand. Varied 
topography and vegetation gives Corbett a rich diversity in habitats and natural beauty. Flat valleys are 
interspersed with hilly ridges and the park's rolling grasslands known as the 'Chaurs' provide visitors with an 
excellent view of its inhabitants. Pugmarks, of course, are the classic tell-tale signs of Tiger activity here. But 
there are also signs of Wild Boar, as well as deer-droppings and hoof-prints where Cheetal, Sambar and tiny 
Muntjac or Barking Deer have left their mark.

Ranthambore National Park (Rajasthan) Among the first nine Tiger Reserves declared in 1973 at the launch 
of Project Tiger in India, the Ranthambhore National Park at the junction of the Aravalis and the Vindhyas is a 
unique juxtaposition of natural and historical richness standing out conspicuously in the vast, arid and 
denuded tract of eastern Rajasthan. This national park stretches across an area of 1,334 sq km on the eastern 
edge of the Thar Desert and is one of the last sanctuaries of the big cat, the Royal Bengal Tiger.

Central India

Panna National Reserve (Madhya Pradesh) Carved out of the shikargahs (hunting reserves) of the erstwhile 
princely states of Panna, Chhatarpur and Bijawar, Panna National Park, India's 22nd Tiger reserve, is one such 
awesome wilderness which stimulates that primordial hunting instinct in man, be it with a gun or camera. 
Established as a National Reserve in 1981 and made part of Project Tiger in 1994, Panna is one of India's 
youngest Tiger reserves.

More than 20 species of mammals are found in Panna. The list includes two species of Antelope - the Nilgai 
and Chowsingha; the lone Indian Antelope - Chinkara; two species of Deer - Sambar and Chital; five species 
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P a s t  E v e n t s LIBRARY
Recent Library Accessions

INDIA
Gentleman, David
New Delhi,India Research Press,2004,pp.192

Monsoon
McCurry, Steve
New Delhi,OM Books,2005,pp.84
[with 84 colour illustrations]

Splendours of Imperial India
Volwahsen,Andreas
London,Prestal Publishing,2007,pp.303

Madhya Pradesh Random Sketches
Laxman, R.K
Bhopal,Madhya Pradesh 
Madhyam,1985,pp.136

The Heart Land says it all : Madhya 
Pradesh
[Essential Information for Business and 
Recreation in Madhya Pradesh]
Ed. Prakash Gaur
Bhopal,Madhya Pradesh 
Madhyam.2005,pp.207

Vintage : Madhya Pradesh
[A Collection of Old Photographs]
Bhopal,Madhya Pradesh 
Madhyam,2005,pp.148

Madhya Pradesh : Images beyond the 
surface
Ed.Raghu Rai
Bhopal,Madhya Pradesh 
Madhyam,2000,pp.124

Masterpieces of Madhya Pradesh
Rag, Pankaj
Bhopal,Govt. of Madhya Pradesh,2005,pp.98

Answered by Flutes : Reflections from 
Madhya Pradesh
Moraes, Dom
Bombay,Asia Publishing House,1983,pp.223

A  Journey of Faith : Simhastha 
Mahakumbha
Bhopal,Madhya Pradesh 
Madhyam,2005,pp.160

4th April

11th April

“Swara Ranga”  – Vocal  & 
Instrumental Recital by Visharad 
Rupashika Ranatunga & her 
students

V i s h a r a d  
R u p a s h i k a  
Ranatunga & 
her  s tuden ts  
presented an 
e v e n i n g  o f  
v o c a l  a n d  

instrumental recital. The programme 
commenced with a solo vocal performance by 
Visharad Rupashika Ranatunga, she sang  Rag 
'kalawathi' Khyal and a ghazal.  The recital  
continued with a instrumental item by students  
who performed on violins and harmoniums 
and concluded with a  vocal item by the  
students.

Launch of the book – “Bharatha 
Natyam a basic study”

M s .  S u b a s h i n i  
Pathmanathan, launched 
her latest book entitled 
“Bharatha Natyam a 
basic study” under the 
aegis of India-Sri Lanka 
Foundation at the Centre.  
The book launch commenced with a speech by 
Mr. P.P.Devaraj followed by the Chief Guest 
Mr. Dinkar Asthana Counsellor (PI&C) and 
also the Director of the Indian Cultural Centre 
& Ms. Subashini Pathmanathan author of the 
book.  Book launch was followed by a 
Bharatha Natyam and folk dance recital by the 
students of Ms. Subashini Pathmanathan and 
concluded with a reception.
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of Cat, which include the Tiger and Leopard; and four species of Canids (Dog family) and several other large 
and small creatures including Obelix's favourite - the Wild Boar.

Bandhavgarh National Park (Madhya Pradesh) Bandhavgarh lies in the heart of Madhya Pradesh- traditional 
Tiger country. The density of the Tiger population at Bandhavgarh is the highest in India This is also White 
Tiger country.  Once the hunting preserve of the Maharajas of Rewa, where an alarming number of Tigers 
were hunted down in preindependence India, Bandhavgarh was mercifully declared a national park in 1968. 
Today, the Bandhavgarh National Park is a compact reserve where about half of the Park is covered with fine 
stands of Sal, while mixed forests are found in the higher reaches of the hills. Stretches of bamboo and 
grasslands extend to the north. The main viewing area is still in the core of the park with its 32 picturesque, 
wooded hills. An ancient fort up on a precipice, 800 meters high, dominates the park. Bandhavgarh's history 
goes back 2000 years in time and the earliest signs of habitation can be seen in the Nilgai Caves excavated 
from the cliffs to the north of the fort. Brahmi inscriptions here date back to the 1 st century Be. Wandering 
through the park on elephant back, the chances of seeing a Tiger are quite good. Also to be seen here are 
Nilgai, Chausingha, Chital, Chinkara, Wild Boar and sometimes a Fox or Jackal.

About 150 species of birds are also found here and include the migratory birds that arrive in winter like the 
steppe eagle and various water-birds.

Kanha National Park (Madhya Pradesh) Kanha's Sal and Bamboo forests, rolling grasslands and meandering 
streams stretch over 940 sq km in dramatic natural splendour. This is original Kipling country, of which he 
wrote so vividly in his Jungle Book. The same abundance of wildlife species exists today in Kanha National 
Park, which forms the core of the Kanha Tiger Reserve created in 1974 under Project Tiger. The park is the 
only habitat of the rare hard ground Barasingha (Cervus Duvaceli Branderi).

Depletion of the Tiger population in the years that followed led to the area being made an absolute sanctuary 
in 1952. Since then, a series of stringent conservation programmes for the protection of the park's flora and 
fauna has given Kanha its deserved reputation for being one of the finest and best administered national parks 
in Asia, an irresistible attraction for all Kanha's Sal and Bamboo forests, wildlife lovers and a true haven for 
rolling grasslands and meandering its animal and avian population.

East India

Kaziranga National Park (Assam) Located on the banks of the mighty Brahmaputra River in the far north-
east of India, Assam, Kaziranga National Park covers an area of approximately 430 sq.km. with its swamps 
and tall thickets of Elephant grass making it the ideal habitat for the Indian One-Horned Rhino. Due to 
poaching of this prehistoric survivor, the Kaziranga National Park was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1940.

Beside of course the great One-Horned Indian Rhino, the other major wild attractions include a large 
population of Indian Elephants, Indian Bison, Swamp Deer or Barasingha, Hog Deer, Sloth Bears, Tigers, 
Leopard Cats, Jungle Cats, Otters, Hog Badgers, Capped Langurs, Hoolock Gibbons, Wild Boar, Jackal, Wild 
Buffalo, Pythons, Monitor Lizards etc.

Kaziranga National Park is a birding paradise as well; the grasslands are a raptor country that can be seen on 
safari and is a remarkable experience. These include the Oriental Honey Buzzard, Black-Shouldered Kite, 
Black Kite, Brahminy Kite, Pallas's Fishing Eagle, White Tailed Eagle, Grey-Headed Fishing Eagle, 
Himalayan Griffon etc. Huge numbers of migratory birds descend on the park's lakes and marshy areas during 
winters, including Greylag Geese, BarHeaded Geese, Ruddy Shelduck, Gadwall, Falcated Duck, RedCrested 
Pochard and Northern Shoveller.

Namdapha National Park (Arunachal Pradesh) Namdapha, a tiger reserve and national park, is true 
wilderness and its enchanting beauty of lush green vegetation and impenetrable pristine and virgin forests 
covers an area of 1985 sq. km. Namdapha National Park is located a few km. away from Miao amidst misty 
blue hills along the turbulent Noa-Dihing River that lies in the sprawling tropical rain forest. It was declared a 
Tiger Reserve by the Government in 1983.

Namdapha's birdlife includes the Satyr Tragopan, Kalij and Monal Pheasants, Giant Hornbill, Forest Eagle 
Owl and the rare White-winged Wood Duck. The principal reptiles include the Indian Python, Reticulated 

Into the Jungle  contd.
Python and King Cobra. For mammal watchers, it is the only park which boasts of no fewer than four large 
Cats; Tiger, Leopard, Clouded Leopard and Snow Leopard!

West India

Gir National Park (Gujarat) Situated about 65 km south-east of Junagarh district in the state of Gujarat in 
south-west of India, the Gir National Park was established in 1965 as a Forest Reserve, primarily to conserve 
the Asiatic Lion classified as one of the World's most threatened species. Now Gir National Park is the only 
remaining place in the world where one is likely to see the Asiatic Lion of which there are nearly 300 in the 
park. The sanctuary covers a total area of 1,412 sq km of which 258 sq km at the core forms the national park.

The land is rugged with deep ravines, steep rocky hills and plenty of rivers. The vegetation, mainly along the 
main rivers and streams is mixed deciduous, with Teak, Acacia, Jamun, Tendu and Dhak trees. Interspersed 
with large patches of grasslands, it offers the visitor long pleasant drives through the thick forest cover.

Apart from the Asiatic Lion, other wild attractions in the sanctuary are Nilgai, Chinkara, Sambhar, Black 
Bucks, the four-horned Antelope, Wild Boar, Crocodile, Indian Flying Foe, Grey Musk Shrew, Indian Hare, 
Pale Hedgehog, Small Indian Mongoose, Small Indian Civet, Indian Pangolin, Indian Porcupine, Ratel, 
Indian Fox and Jackal. The forest is also rich in bird life, and an estimated 300 species have been found 
inhabiting Gir National Park over the years, the most common being the Peafowl.

Pench National Park (Maharashtra) The Pench National Park and Tiger Reserve extends over an area of 257 
sq. km. in the lower southern reaches of the Satpura hill ranges, along the northern boundary of Nagpur 
district. It was declared a National Park by the Government of Maharashtra in 1975 and received the official 
status of a Tiger Reserve in 1999.

While primarily a reserve for Tigers and Panthers, Pench is also home to Sambhar, Chital, Barking Deer, 
Nilgai, Black Buck, Gaur, Wild Boar, Chausingha and Flying Squirrels, to name a few. Here, birdlife is 
equally bountiful, including both resident and migratory birds like Malabar Pied Hornbills, Indian Pittas, 
Ospreys, Greyheaded Fishing Eagles, White-eyed Buzzards, Storks, Waterfowls, four endangered Vulture 
species, and the Green Pigeon, which is the State Bird.

South India

Bandipur National Park (Karnataka)Bandipur National Park is one of India's best known wildlife sanctuaries 
located in the Chamarajanagar district of Karnataka in South India and covers a forest area of 865 sq.km. 
Declared a National Park in 1974, it is one of the original 9 Project Tiger reserves. It is home to around seventy 
Tigers and over three thousand Asian Elephants, along with Leopards, Dholes, Gaur and Sloth Bears. Over 
230 species of birds have been identified in the park. Some of the notable ones are the Heron, Stork, Falcon, 
Sandpiper, Woodpecker, Drongo Grey Junglefowl, Pompadour Green Pigeon, Honey Buzzard, Red-headed 
Vulture, Egret, Kite, Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Flowerpecker and the Warbler.

Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary has a picturesque lake at the heart of the 
sanctuary. Formed with the building of a dam in 1895, this reservoir meanders around the contours of the 
wooded hills, providing a permanent source of water for the local wildlife.

Apart from Elephants, the other animals to be seen in the Periyar Sanctuary are Gaur, Wild Pigs, Sambar, 
Barking Deer, Mouse Deer, Dole or Indian Wild Dog and very rarely, a Tiger. There are, now, an estimated 40 
Tigers here. Four species of primates are found at Periyar - the rare Lion-tailed Macaque, the Nilgiri Langur, 
Common Langur and Bonnet Macaque. Periyar also happens to be the habitat of the elusive Nilgiri Tahr, 
which is rarely seen.

The birdlife comprises of Darters, Cormorants, Kingfishers, the great Malabar Hornbill and Racket-tailed 
Drongoes. The reptilian population boasts of Monitor Lizards that can be spotted basking in the Sun, on the 
rocks along the lakeshore.

Visitors who trek into the Periyar National Park often see a Python and sometimes even a King Cobra.

Source: Incredible India


