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Visit of US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to India

VISITS

global supply chain in services industry. I want to thank 
Secretary Clinton for her personal attention to the 
welfare of Indians and Indian students in the U.S. 

Secretary Clinton and I also had a good discussion on 
the path to fostering commercial cooperation in civil 
nuclear energy. I assured her of India’s commitment to 
provide a level-playing field to all U.S. companies, 
within the framework of national law and our 
international legal obligations. We were pleased that 
US companies are engaged in substantive 
discussions with the Indian operator, Nuclear Power 
Corporation of India Limited. We hope that they will 
make early progress towards contractual steps. 

Our strategic consultations have a global character, 
with convergence of views on a range of global and 
regional issues. 

We discussed our vision for Afghanistan. We stressed 
the need for sustained international commitment to 
build Afghan capacity for governance, security and 
economic development, and to support Afghanistan 
with assistance, investment and regional linkages. 
Recent attacks in Kabul highlight once again the need 
for elimination of terrorist sanctuaries in the 
neighbourhood and the need for stronger action from 
Pakistan on terrorism, including on bringing to justice 
the perpetrators of Mumbai terrorist attack. We also 
discussed our respective relations with Pakistan. 

External Affairs Minister (Shri S.M. Krishna): 
Madam Secretary, it is a great pleasure to welcome you 
back to Delhi. I am glad that you decided to visit India on 
your way back to Washington DC. This is a sign of our 
close friendship. 

It also underscores the importance of regular 
consultations between our two Governments at a time 
of enormous challenges and far-reaching changes 
taking place in the world. 

Secretary Clinton and I reviewed the entire gamut of 
our bilateral relations. We expressed satisfaction with 
the progress in our relationship and are optimistic 
about the future. The emerging global trends only 
reinforce our shared conviction in the importance of 
this relationship for the future of our two countries and 
the shape of the world in this century. 

We have an extraordinary frequency and depth in our 
dialogue and engagement. We continue to make 
tangible progress across virtually every area of 
bilateral cooperation. We expressed hope that our 
economic relationship, which is very important to both 
countries, would grow much faster and realise its 
enormous potential. 

There are issues on both sides. I did convey our 
concerns about the continuing difficulties on mobility of 
professionals, especially for our IT companies, and 
protectionist sentiments in the U.S. with regard to 

Joint Press Interaction of EAM and Secretary Clinton
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US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Indian Foreign Minister S.M. Krishna at a Press Conference in New Delhi
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with common values and increasingly convergent 
interests. In our meetings today we have worked to 
focus our agenda and prepare for the strategic 
dialogues in June. Let me touch on four key lines of 
action we discussed. 

First, we have to continue expanding trade and 
investment between our countries. We have come a 
long way. When I first visited India in 1995, trade stood 
at nine billion dollars, and this year we expect to 
surpass 100 billion dollars. And I actually believe there 
is much more potential to unleash. We should be 
working toward having one of the world’s largest 
trading relationships, and we need to continue to 
reduce barriers and open our markets to greater trade 
and investment. 

As part of this, we discussed our landmark civil nuclear 
agreement. I and Minister Krishna reiterated India’s 
commitment to ensure a level-playing field for US 
companies. We welcomed the fact that the Nuclear 
Power Corporation of India and leading US companies 
are engaged in direct conversations on how to move 
forward together.

Second, we need to deepen our security cooperation. 
Our militaries are conducting training exercises 
unprecedented in scale and scope. We have expanded 
our work on behalf of our joint fight against terrorism 
and violent extremism. And our Navies are cooperating 
to combat piracy, patrol the sea lanes and protect the 
freedom of navigation. 

Third, we have to work to meet the challenges and 
seize the opportunities in South and Central Asia. I 
updated the Minister on the new Strategic Partnership 
Agreement that President Obama signed with 
President Karzai, and I expressed our strong 
appreciation for India’s support for the Afghan people’s 
efforts to build a more peaceful and prosperous future 

I conveyed our vital stakes in peace and stability in the 
Gulf region and wider West Asian region, given the six 
million Indians who live there and the region’s 
importance to our economy. 

We also discussed the importance of peaceful 
settlement of the Iranian nuclear issue through 
dialogue and negotiations, based on the position that 
Iran has rights as a member of NPT, but it must also 
abide by its obligations as a non-nuclear weapons 
state under the NPT. 

Secretary Clinton and I had a fruitful discussion on the 
Asia Pacific and Indian Ocean region, including 
relations with China, and developments in countries in 
India’s immediate neighbourhood. We exchanged 
views on our recent interaction with our Bangladeshi 
counterpart also. 

Finally, we look forward to a productive Strategic 
Dialogue in June in Washington DC, not only to show 
case the extraordinary progress in our engagement, 
but also outline how we intend to take our strategic 
partnership to a new level. 

Thank you. 

US Secretary of State (Mrs. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton): Thank you very much, Minister Krishna, and 
thank you for your warm welcome. And let me 
congratulate you on the completion of fifty years in 
active public service. 

I am delighted that we are continuing to work together 
on such a broad range of important issues affecting our 
two countries. I was also delighted to see the Prime 
Minister yesterday. It is always a pleasure to be back in 
Delhi and to reaffirm what President Obama has called 
one of the defining partnerships of the 21st century. 

The United States and India are two great democracies 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton during a meeting in New Delhi.



toward the East Asia Summit in Cambodia this 
November. 

I have reaffirmed to the Minister, and continue to speak 
out in favour of India’s Look East Policy and its growing 
role across the region, particularly in support of 
democracy and economic reform in Burma. As an 
experienced democracy, India can provide key 
support. And greater trade and transit between India, 
Bangladesh, Burma – the countries of South East Asia 
– will fuel even more political and economic progress 
and growth. 

So, our strategic interests are indeed converging and 
so must our efforts. I am looking forward to welcoming 
the Minister when he comes to Washington in June for 
the next round of our strategic dialogue. 

So, again, let me thank you, Minister, for your 
partnership. And let me again thank the Government 
and people of India for the warm welcome and 
hospitality. 

Thank you.

New Delhi - May 8, 2012

and its intention to host a conference in late June to 
encourage greater private sector investment in 
Afghanistan. 

We also look to India as a partner in the broad 
international effort to prevent Iran from acquiring 
nuclear weapons, the best way to achieve this 
diplomatic solution that we all seek, is for the 
international community to stay united and to keep the 
pressure that has brought Iran back to the negotiating 
table on Iran until we reach a peaceful diplomatic 
resolution. 

I welcomed the progress India is making to reduce its 
purchases of oil from Iran, and hope to see continuing 
progress because we believe that if the international 
community eases the pressure or wavers in our 
resolve, Iran will have less incentive to negotiate in 
good faith, or to take the necessary actions to address 
the international community’s concerns about its 
nuclear programme. 

Finally, we need to work together to promote a shared 
vision for the Asia-Pacific, especially as we head 
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Hillary Clinton interacts with members of Mylapore-based NGO, Working Women’s 
Forum (India) on July 20 during her visit to Chennai

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
arrives for a meeting with Mamata Banerjee
Chief Minister of West Bengal in Kolkata 

UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi and US 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
before a meeting in New Delhi. 

US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton on arrival in Kolkata

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton greets traditional Indian dancers after watching a dance 
performance at the Kalakshetra Foundation in Chennai, India on July 20, 2011



During his stay in India, the President of Maldives  held 
bilateral talks with the Prime Minister. The visit of the 
President provided an opportunity to both sides to 
continue the ongoing dialogue and provide further 
impetus to the bilateral relationship. 

Besides Delhi, the President of Maldives also visited 
Mumbai. 

His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Waheed, President of 
the Republic of Maldives paid an official visit to India 
from 11 to 15 May 2012 at the invitation of the Prime 
Minister. He was accompanied by his wife Madam 
Ilham Hussain and a high level delegation. This was Dr. 
Mohamed Waheed’s first visit to India after assuming 
the office of the President of the Republic of Maldives 
in February 2012. 

Official Visit of the President of Maldives to India

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Maldives President Mohamed Waheed at a meeting in New Delhi

External Affairs Minister meeting with the 
President of Maldives Dr. Mohamed 
Waheed in New Delhi 

External Affairs Minister meeting with the President of Maldives 
Dr. Mohamed Waheed in New Delhi

Prime Minister with the President of Maldives Dr. Mohamed Waheed 
at the bilateral talks in New Delhi

President meeting with the President of 
Maldives Dr. Mohamed Waheed at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi 

The President of Maldives, Dr. Mohamed 
Waheed laying a wreath at the Samadhi of 
Mahatma Gandhi, at Rajghat
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sector arising from excessive sovereign debt and low 
growth prospects. A crisis in the European banking 
system can choke trade finance quite quickly, and end 
up choking economic growth not just in the Eurozone 
but in the world in general. 

This Summit needs to send a strong signal to the 
markets that the Eurozone countries will make every 
effort to protect the banking systems and the global 
community will back a credible Eurozone effort and 
response. 

However, there are some problems I would like to 
mention. 

There is concern that the firewall available may not be 
adequate to deal with contagion. The resources 
currently expected to be mobilized by Europe and the 
IMF are less than was estimated a year ago, and the 
crisis is actually more serious. 

Part of the solution lies in providing liquidity to cope 
with loss of market confidence. But liquidity does not 
help when solvency is in question. To address this 
problem, liquidity must be provided in parallel with 
effective adjustment programmes that ensure an early 
return to debt sustainability. The adjustment 
programme adopted should lead to an acceleration of 
growth, so that countries can grow out of the debt trap. 

This brings me to the contentious issue of the 
relationship between austerity and growth. It can be 
argued that austerity now will lay the basis for 
sustained growth later. But there is also an alternative 
view that with growth impulses as seriously weakened 

Mr. President,

Let me begin by thanking you for the warmth of your 
hospitality and the excellent arrangements made for 
this Summit. 

The global economic situation is deeply worrying. The 
economic recovery is faltering and even the fast 
growing emerging markets are slowing down. This 
calls for policy action on several fronts. Of greatest 
concern at present is the uncertainty affecting the 
Eurozone. The sovereign debt crisis and the banking 
crisis now on the horizon have grave implications for 
the health of the entire global economy. 

A new government in Greece is about to take office. We 
wish them well and are encouraged by the early 
statements of intent. 

However, the risks of contagion in Europe remain 
because they reflect weaknesses in the banking 

Prime Minister`s  visit to Mexico (G-20) and Brazil (Rio+20)

Prime Minister’s speech at the Plenary Session of G-20 Summit

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with leaders of other G-20 countries at Los Cabos, Mexico
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as they are today, synchronized austerity across many 
countries may not be the right medicine. 

Financial markets normally favour austerity, but even 
they are beginning to recognize that austerity with no 
growth will not produce a return to a sustainable debt 
position. 

I am not suggesting that fiscal prudence is not 
important. I am only saying that given the large 
adjustment needs, not all of it can be front-loaded 
everywhere. This is especially relevant within a 
currency area. Austerity in the debt-ridden members of 
the Eurozone can work only if surplus members are 
willing to expand to offset contraction elsewhere in the 
currency area. 

The International Monetary Fund has a critical 
supportive role to play in stabilizing the Eurozone. All 
members must help the Fund to play this role. I am 
happy to announce that India has decided to 
contribute $ 10 billion to the IMF’s additional firewall of 
$ 430 billion. 

Mr President, 

While many rich countries face difficulties, the less 
developed and developing countries are also facing 
serious problems because of the negative impact of 
the global crisis. Infrastructure investment in 
developing countries assumes special importance in 

this context. It lays the foundation for rapid growth in 
the longer term, while providing an immediate stimulus 
for their economies and also for the global economy, by 
providing a robust source of demand. 

An expansion of investment in infrastructure in 
developing countries is only possible if they can get 
access to long term capital to finance such investment. 
This is difficult at a time when capital flows are 
disrupted. The Multilateral Development Banks can 
play a major role in this context. 

We have expanded the resources of the IMF 
enormously, largely to support programmes in rich 
countries. We now need to take steps to substantially 
expand the resource base of Multilateral Development 
Banks so that they have the firepower to help 
developing countries pursue their development goals. 
The G-20 Framework Working Group and the 
Financial Stability Board could examine how to 
enhance investment in infrastructure through country 
commitments and incentives in the regulatory 
framework. 

Mr. President, let me say that I believe that the G-20 
agenda is getting over burdened. We need to refocus 
on a few goals rather than dissipating energies on too 
many fronts. 

Like other emerging economies, India too has slowed 
down. The global downturn and especially the impact 
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Prime Minister meeting with Mr. David Cameron, Prime Minister 
of United Kingdom on the sidelines of the G20 Summit 

Prime Minister with Mr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of 
Indonesia at the G20 Summit

Prime Minister with Ms. Julia 
Gillard, Prime Minister of 
Australia at the G20 Summit 
in Los Cabos

PM  meeting with H.E. Mr. Baburam Bhattarai Prime Minister 
of Nepal at Rio de Janeiro

Prime Minister meeting with 
H.E. Mr. Wen Jiabao, Premier of the 
People´s Republic of China on the 
sidelines of Rio+20 Summit 

8



on capital flows have played their part. Internal 
constraints have also affected performance and we 
are working to correct them. 

Our growth rate in 2011-12 declined to 6.5% from the 
level of 8.4% in the previous year. This may look like a 
reasonable figure, given growth rates being 
experienced in the rest of the world, but our public is 
impatient for a return to high growth and faster jobs 
creation. The fundamentals of the Indian economy 
remain strong and we are confident of bringing back 
the rhythm of high growth of 8-9% per annum. 

Investment has been affected by the adverse global 
climate which impacts both foreign and domestic 
investors. We are taking steps to revive investor 
sentiment. We are determined to create an 
environment that would boost investor sentiment and 
promote an atmosphere conducive to enterprise and 
creativity. Our policies will be transparent, stable and 
designed to provide a level playing field to both 
domestic and foreign investors. 

We are focussing heavily on infrastructure investment 
and in this context we have set ambitious targets to 
keep infrastructure investment on track and also put in 
place a problem resolution mechanism to overcome 
implementation bottlenecks. 

Like other countries, we too allowed the fiscal deficit to 
expand after 2008 to impart a stimulus. We are now 
focussing on reversing the expansion. This will require 
tough decisions, including on controlling subsidies, 
which we are determined to take. 

In this context, I would like to mention a landmark effort 
underway in India to provide unique identity numbers 
for all residents with capture of biometric data. This 
massive database covering over a billion people will 
facilitate delivery of a whole range of financial and 
other services, through effective targeting and 
reduced leakages in subsidy schemes. 

Thank you.

Los Cabos - June 18, 2012

Prime Minister`s Statement at the Plenary of the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20 Summit) on June 21, 2012 
at Rio de Janeiro

Mr President,  We meet at a time of serious economic 
crisis and political ferment in the world. The Rio+20 
Summit on Sustainable Development is timely 
because it focuses our minds on "the future we want" 
and how to realize it. Difficult though it may seem, we 
have to summon the imagination to balance the costs 
that we will incur in the present with the benefits that 
will accrue to future generations. 
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Mr President, Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Let me begin by congratulating President Dilma 
Rousseff for hosting this conference and for her 
outstanding stewardship of the negotiations. We thank 
the people of Brazil for their warm hospitality and the 
excellent arrangements made for this conference. 
Brazil, like India, is a confluence of cultures and 
peoples. I feel honoured to be among you. 



Economic Development, social inclusion and 
environmental sustainability are all equally critical as 
components of sustainable development. The task 
before us is to give practical shape and content to this 
architecture in a manner that allows each country to 
develop according to its own national priorities and 
circumstances. 

For developing countries, inclusive growth and a rapid 
increase in per capita income levels are development 
imperatives. The 1992 Rio Summit correctly 
acknowledged that poverty eradication must remain 
the over-riding priority for developing countries. Those 

living at the subsistence level cannot bear the costs of 
adjustment and their livelihood considerations are 
important in determining how scarce natural resources 
such as land, water and forests are used. The severe 
deterioration of land and water resources is already 
affecting the well- being of millions of people living on 
the edges of subsistence, particularly women and 
children. 

Sustainable development also mandates the efficient 
use of available natural resources. We have to be much 
more frugal in the way we use natural resources. A key 
area of focus is energy. We have to promote, universal 

Prime Minister being received by the 
President of Mexico, Mr. Felipe 
Calderon at G-20 Convention Centre, 
at Los Cabos, Mexico

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh being 
welcomed by Vice minister of Foreign Affairs Julio 
Ven Tura (2nd L) on arrival at Los Cabos, Mexico 
for (G-20) summit

PM arrives at Frankfurt International Airport, 
on his way to Los Cabos, Mexico to attend 
the G-20 Summit

Prime Minister in Los Cabos at the G20 summit. Prime Minister meeting with H.E. Mr. Felipe Calderón, the 
President of Mexico on the sidelines of G20 summit in 
Los Cabos, Mexico

Prime Minister with Mr. Barack Obama, President of 
USA at the G20 Summit in Los Cabos 

Prime Minister with Presidents of Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa at the 
Informal meeting of BRICS Leaders ahead of the G20 Summit in Los Cabos
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Prime Minister meeting with Mr. Vladmir Putin, 
President of Russia on the sidelines of G20 
summit in Los Cabos

Prime Minister with Mr. Juan Manual Santos, President of Colombia 
at the G20 Summit

Prime Minister meeting with Ms. Angela Merkel, Chancellor of 
Germany on the sidelines of G20 Summit 

access to energy, while, at the same time, promoting 
energy efficiency and a shift to cleaner energy sources 
by addressing various technological, financial and 
institutional constraints. In India, we are implementing 
an ambitious National Solar Mission as a critical option 
for our energy security. 

Moreover, current consumption patterns in the 
industrialized world are unsustainable. We need to find 
new pathways for sustainable living. 

Environmental sustainability is the third leg of the 
sustainable development architecture. Economic 
activity invariably results in negative spinoffs, either by 
way of local pollution, or by way of global effects such 
as Greenhouse Gas emissions. We need to tackle 
both. 

Local pollution can be regulated and such regulation 
may impose costs on various economic actors. To 
ensure equity, there may be a case for targeted 
assistance to small producers to meet part of these 
costs and this should be built into policy. 

At the global level, our approach to the problem should 
be guided by equitable burden sharing. It is for this 
reason that the first Rio Summit enshrined the principle 
of common but differentiated responsibilities. I am 
happy we have reaffirmed this principle as well as the 
principle of equity during this Summit

This does not, however, mean that countries should 
not take proactive actions to promote sustainable 
development. In India, our efforts over the last two 
decades have yielded positive results. Over the period 
1994-2007, our emissions-GDP intensity, excluding 
agriculture, has declined nearly 25%. Looking ahead, 
we have set a target to further reduce the emissions 
intensity of GDP by 20-25% between 2005 and 2020. 

Many countries could do more if additional finance and 
technology were available. Unfortunately, there is little 
evidence of support from the industrialised countries 
in these areas. The ongoing economic crisis has made 
matters worse. 

One of the key challenges that demands urgent global 
action is the worrying depletion of bio-diversity across 
our planet. The Eleventh Conference of Parties on 
Convention on Biodiversity is being hosted by India in 
October this year at Hyderabad. We look forward to 
working with the global community to make it a 
success. 

Mr President, The future we want should be a future in 
which there is ecological and economic space for 
sustainable growth for all. 

Let us work together to attain the future that we all 
desire. With these words I once again thank you Mr 
President. 

PM  meeting with H.E.Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of  Sri Lanka at Rio de Janeiro 
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Apart from the official engagements in Nay Pyi Taw, 
the Prime Minister visited Yangon where he  met  Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the Chairperson of the National 
League for Democracy and other prominent 
personalities. During his visit, the Prime Minister  
delivered a public address on the theme “India and 
Myanmar: A Partnership for Progress and Regional 
Development” at a function organized by the Union of 
Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry and the Myanmar Development Resource 
Institute. There were also interactions between the 
business delegations of the two sides. 

The Prime Minister also visited the historic 
Shwedagon Pagoda and the Mazar of the last Mughal 
Emperor of India, Bahadur Shah Zafar, in Yangon. He 
interacted separately with the Indian community in 
Myanmar. 

At the invitation of the President of the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar H.E. U Thein Sein, the Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, accompanied by his 
wife Smt. Gursharan Kaur, paid a State visit to 
Myanmar from May 27 to 29, 2012. He was 
accompanied by Shri S.M. Krishna, Minister of 
External Affairs of India and senior officials. A 
delegation of Indian business leaders also visited 
Myanmar at  the  same time.

The visit to Myanmar by the Prime Minister was the first 
by an Indian Prime Minister in 25 years. H.E. U Thein 
Sein, President of Myanmar, paid a State visit to India 
in October 2011. 

During the visit, the Prime Minister and President 
Thein Sein held discussions in Nay Pyi Taw on 
bilateral, regional and other issues of mutual interest. 
The President hosted a banquet in honour of the Prime 
Minister of India.

State Visit of the Prime Minister to Myanmar

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh being 
welcomed by the President of Myanmar 
Mr. Thein Sein at Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh 
inspecting the guard of honour with the 
President of Myanmar, Mr. Thein Sein at 
President palace in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar 

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh at 
the official ceremonial welcome at Nay 
Pyi Taw in Myanmar

Prime Minister offering his prayers at the 
Mazar of the last Mughal Emperor of India, 
Bahadur Shah Zafar in Yangon 

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh meeting with the President of 
Myanmar Mr. Thein Sein at Nay Pyi Taw,

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh with the Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi  at Yangon, Myanmar 

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh inspecting the guard of honour with the President of 
Myanmar, Mr. Thein Sein at president palace, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

JUNE / JULY  2012
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handmade women’s wear, bags manufacture, pipes 
and chemicals, family business, corporate world, 
higher education, arts management, architecture & 
industry chambers.

During the visit, the delegation met  with H.E. Mr. 
Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India to Sri 
Lanka. They invited the National Chambers of 
Commerce of Sri Lanka in Colombo on 4 May, where 
they interacted with the members of the National 
Chambers of Commerce & Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry.

ASSOCHAM (http://www.assocham.org), is a leading 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and was 
established in 1920 with the objective to impact the 
policy and legislative environment so as to foster 
balanced economic and industrial growth. It 
represents the interests of more than 3,00,000 
members. It has 60 Expert Committees spanning the 
fields of IT, Biotech, Telecom, Tourism, Infrastructure, 
Rural Development etc. It is acknowledged as the 
Knowledge Chamber of India.

An all-women delegation from the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India 
( AS S O C H A M )  c o m p r i s i n g  o f  1 5  wo m e n  
entrepreneurs from Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkatta 
visited Sri Lanka from 3 - 8 May 2012, under the aegis 
of the SAARC Women's Initiative for Peace and 
Prosperity (SWIPP). The objective of SWIPP was to 
strengthen economic and cultural cooperation 
between India and each of the SAARC countries, 
through a unique all-women platform and perspective.

Dr. Harbeen Arora, President, Creative Living 
Foundation, is leading the delegation on behalf of 
ASSOCHAM. According to Dr. Arora, the purpose of 
the delegation is to “meet as many women 
entrepreneurs and leaders from Sri Lanka from 
diverse fields like trade and investment, politics, 
media, arts, public health and well-being, science and 
technology, environment, academia and peace who 
can be part of the SWIPP initiative.”

The women delegates from India are from a range of 
interesting backgrounds - consulting, coaching, 
furnishings, interior design, modular kitchens, 

Visit of an all-women business delegation from India to  Sri Lanka

points. The normal interest rate for INR swap is RBI 
Repo Rate minus 200 basis points.

For availing of the facility, the central banks of 
requesting countries will need to enter bilateral swap 
agreements, which need final approval from the 
Government of India. The Reserve Bank’s proposal to 
offer swap facility to SAARC member countries had 
earlier been approved by the Union Cabinet.

The Swap Arrangement is intended to provide a back 
stop line of funding for the SAARC member countries 
to meet any balance of payments and liquidity crises, 
till longer term arrangements are made or if there is a 
need for short-term liquidity due to market turbulence.

The SAARC Swap facility is being offered by the 
Reserve Bank of India pursuant to the decision of 
SAARC Finance Ministers at the SAARC Ministerial 
Meeting on Global Financial Crisis, held on February 
28, 2009, which noted that “A major cause of current 
concern in the region is the drying up of credit and the 
contraction of financial markets. Mechanisms must, 
therefore, be developed aimed at creating bilateral 
arrangements in the region to address short-term 
liquidity difficulties and to supplement international 
financing arrangements.”

It is expected that this swap facility will further 
economic cooperation within the SAARC region, pave 
the way for increased intra-regional trade, and 
contribute to enhancing our collective welfare.

With a view to strengthening regional financial and 
economic cooperation, Governor of Reserve Bank of 
India Dr. D. Subbarao on 16 May, 2012 announced in 
the 24th SAARC FINANCE Governors’ Meeting in 
Pokhara, Nepal, that the Reserve Bank of India will 
offer Swap Arrangement of US $ 2 billion both in 
foreign currency and Indian rupee. The facility will be 
available to all SAARC member countries, viz., 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. With launching of this facility, 
member countries can now approach Reserve Bank of 
India for availing of the facility.

The swap will be offered in US dollar, Euro or Indian 
Rupee against the domestic currency or domestic 
currency denominated government securities of the 
requesting country. The SAARC Swap Arrangement 
will have a corpus of US$ 2 billion. India will contribute 
the entire fund. The swap amount available to various 
member central banks has been arrived at broadly 
based on two months import cover subject to a floor of 
US$ 100 million and a maximum of US$ 400 million per 
country.

Under the facility, the requesting member countries 
can make drawals of US dollar, Euro or Indian Rupee in 
multiple tranches. Each drawal is of three months tenor 
and can be rolled over twice. The first rollover will be at 
the normal rate of interest, while the second one 
attracts 50 bps interest more than the normal interest 
rate. For this purpose, the normal interest rate agreed 
upon is the LIBOR (for three months) plus 200 basis 

Reserve Bank of India Announces SAARC Swap Arrangement

BILATERAL BEAT
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Exposition of Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka after 33 years

An Agreement was signed on  May, 2012 between 
India and Sri Lanka regarding the organization of an 
exposition of the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri 
Lanka from 20 August to 5 September, 2012.  The 
Agreement was signed in Colombo by Mr. H.P. 
Cashian Herath, Secretary, Ministry of Buddhasasana 
and Religious Affairs, Sri Lanka and Mr. Pravin 
Srivastava, Director General, National Museum, India 
in the presence of Hon’ble Mr. A.D.S. Gunawardena, 
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Buddhasasana & 
Religious Affairs and H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High 
Commissioner of India.

18 The Exposition is being organized in Sri Lanka at the 
request made by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka to 
H.E. the Prime Minister of India to provide an 
opportunity to the followers of Buddhism in Sri Lanka to 
pay homage to the Kapilavastu Relics.  The 
Agreement lays down the necessary arrangements to 
be made by the Government of Sri Lanka for the 
exposition of Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka as per the 
following schedule:

Dates Province Venue of Exposition

20-22 August 2012 Western Kapilawasthu Hall

Manel Watta Maha Viharaya, Kelaniya             

23-24 August 2012 North Western Sri Sumangala Pirivena, Wariyapola

25-26 August 2012 North Central Jayanthi Viharaya, Anuradhapura

27-28 August 2012 Eastern Agrabodhi Viharaya, Kantale

29-30 August 2012 Central Naranvita Temple, Gampola

31 August -01 September 2012 Sabaragamuwa Rajamaha Viharaya, Pelmadulla

02- 04 September 2012 Southern Matara Kotikagoda Rajamaha Viharaya, Matara

It would be for the second time since their discovery 
113 years ago, the Sacred Kapilavastu Relics will 
travel to Sri Lanka from India’s National Museum 
situated in New Delhi.  The first Exposition of Sacred 
Relics in Sri Lanka was in 1978.  

The Rel ics were excavated by Alexander 
Cunningham, the first director of the Archaeological 
Survey of India, in the late 19th century from ruins in 
Piprahwa, in present day Bihar; Piprahwa was known 
as Kapilavastu in ancient Indian history. Historical 
chronicles record that, after the Buddha’s 
“Parinibbana” (passing away), the holy Relics taken 
from the cremation site were divided into eight 
portions, and handed over to separate groups for 
preservation. According to “Mahaparinibbana Sutta”, 
penned in the fifth century BC, one portion of the 
Buddha’s bodily Relics was handed to the Sakyas of 
Kapilavastu. These came to be known as the 
Kapilavastu Relics.

India has taken a number of initiatives to jointly 
celebrate the 2600th anniversary of the Attainment of 
Enlightenment by Lord Buddha – Sambuddhatva 
Jayanti - with Sri Lanka, which, inter alia, include:

Organization of an International Buddhist 
Conference in Kandy (March 2011), which was 
inaugurated by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka;

Installation of a 16-foot high statue of Lord Buddha 
in the Sarnath style from Gupta period at the 
entrance of International Buddhist Museum in Sri 

Dalada Maligawa complex in Kandy(September 
2011);

Launch of a new Buddhist pilgrimage circuit train 
“Damba Diva Vandana” originating from Chennai 
and touching key Buddhist sites in the Northern 
India (from February 2012);

Issuing gratis visas to Sri Lankan pilgrims;

Organizing a recital “Nirvana – The Life of Gautam 
Buddha” and a photographic exhibition “Buddhism 
in India” during Vesak celebrations in May 2011; 
and

Organization of a photographic exhibition “India 
through Sri Lankan Eyes” during ‘Deyata Kirula 
2012’ of Buddhist pilgrimage sites captured by a 
reputed Sri Lankan photographer.

The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more 
than 2500 years old and is built upon a legacy of 
intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic ties. Since 
Prince Arhat Mahinda's arrival in Anuradhapura in the 
3rd century BC which heralded the arrival of Buddhism 
in Sri Lanka, Buddhism continues to be a common 
thread binding India and Sri Lanka together. The 
Exposition of Sacred Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka 
will reinforce the common cultural heritage shared 
between India and Sri Lanka and will further 
strengthen the multi-faceted relationship between 
India and Sri Lanka.
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hosted by H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner 
of India and Mrs. Sharmila Kantha. The ceremony was 
attended by over a hundred guests. Mr. Vish 
Govindasamy, President of ILCCI, announced the 
prize winners and the awards were presented by High 
Commissioner Kantha.

The Men's winner award went to Capt. Damindra 
Fernando and the runner-up to Mr. Alex Lee. The 
Ladies' winner was Mrs. Marleen Billen and the 
runner-up was Mrs. Roshini Sangani. The other award 
winners were: Mrs. Niloo Jayathilake (nearest to pin 
hole no.9); Mr. Stan Nell (nearest to the pin hole no. 13); 
Mr. Ranjan Rajendran (nearest to pin hole no. 16); Mr. 
Mahendra Jayasekra (longest drive hole no. 8) and 
Mrs. Marleen Billen (5 hidden holes).

Speaking on the occasion, High Commissioner 
Kantha lauded the initiative of Mr. Vish Govindasamy 
to revive the tradition of ‘India Cup’ under the aegis of 
ILCCI, the last edition of which was held in 2006. He 
also appreciated the role of ILCCI in fostering close 
trade and economic relations between Sri Lanka and 
India. Mr. Vish Govindasamy, in his remarks, 
expressed his gratitude to various Indian and Sri 
Lankan companies for supporting the event and 
suggested that ‘India Cup’ Golf Tournament be made 
an annual event. High Commissioner Kantha agreed 
and assured ILCCI of all support from the High 
Commission.

An ‘India Cup’ Golf Tournament was organized at 
Royal Golf Club, Colombo, on 18th May, 2012. The 
event was organized by the Indo-Lanka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ILCCI) in association with 
the High Commission of India. The event generated 
enthusiastic participation from members of ILCCI, with 
invitees also from ‘Club 41’. In a daylong event, 72 
golfers, including 13 lady golfers, competed for the 
trophy.

The daylong event culminated with a glittering awards 
ceremony organized at India House, which was 

India Cup Golf Tournament

Visit of High Commissioner to Eastern Province

High Commissioner H.E. Ashok K. Kantha visited the 
Eastern Province from 24-27 May covering all three 
districts, Trincomalee, Batticalao and Ampara.  
H o n ’ b l e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  S i v a n e s a t h u r a i  
Chandrakanthan hosted a lunch in honour of High 
Commissioner where he interacted with Chairman and 
other Members of the Eastern Provincial Council. 

Hon’ble Governor Rear Admiral (Retd.) Mohan 
Wijewickrama hosted a breakfast meeting for High 
Commissioner where he briefed him on the situation in 
the Province. High Commissioner separately 
interacted with leaders and other representatives of 
SLFP, UNP, SLMC, ACMC, NC, TNA and TMVP as 
also religious leaders and members of civil society. He 
also had meetings with Security Forces Commander 
(East) and Commander Eastern Naval Area.

High Commissioner reviewed projects under Indian 
assistance currently being undertaken in the Province. 
He also held wide ranging discussions with various 
stakeholders to assess the impact of these projects on 
the ground and understand local priorities and 
requirements in order to further expand India’s 
development assistance.

 In an event on 25 May at Onthachimadam (Batticaloa), 
Hon’ble Chief Minister and High Commissioner 
inaugurated a Vocational Training Centre set up under 
Indian assistance of SLR 76 million. The Centre will 
train persons for repair of outboard motors, tractors, 
agricultural implements, two-wheelers and three-
wheelers. Earlier on 20 April, during the visit of the 
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Parliamentary delegation from India, another 
Vocational Training Centre in Vantharamullai 
(Batticaloa) with a total assistance of SLR 250 million 
had been handed over. 

High Commissioner also handed over a total of 15 
trishaws to war-affected women in two separate 
events at Valachennai (Batticaloa) and Akaraipattu 
(Ampara) on 25 May and 26 May respectively. During 
the event at Valachennai, Hon’ble Chief Minister 
handed over certificates to 40 Master trainers under 
an Indian assisted project for training of war-affected 
women in various vocational skills for self-employment 
being implemented through SEWA. These Master 
trainers have undergone extensive training in India 
and will be imparting skills training in seven vocational 
trades to another 800 grassroot trainers in Eastern 
Province. The Project, which would continue till 
February 2014, is expected to make a significant 
impact towards empowerment of war-affected women 
in Eastern Province.

High Commissioner also discussed implementation of 
the Housing Project, which would involve construction 
of about 4,000 houses in the Eastern Province, with 
various stakeholders, including potential beneficiary 
communities.

During the visit, High Commissioner offered floral 
tributes at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Batticaloa. 
Tributes were also offered by Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Mayor of Batticaloa and Chairman of Gandhi Sabha.

Apart from Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Ampara, High 
Commissioner also visited Kalmunai, Kattankudy, 
Siharam, Onthachimadam, Valachennai and 
Akaraipattu where he interacted with local 
communities and representatives of local bodies.

The objective of the visit to the Eastern Province was to 
understand the ground situation in the Province and 
explore opportunities to further develop economic, 
cultural and people-to-people links with that part of Sri 
Lanka.
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Kathak dance performance at Ambalantota on 9 June 2012

Sri Lankan children participate in an Art Camp in New Delhi

The Hambantota District Chamber of Commerce, in 

collaboration with the Consulate General of India, 

Hambantota, organized a Kathak dance performance 

by Mrs. Moksha Samarasooriya, Dance Teacher at the 

Indian Culture Centre, Colombo, and her troupe on 9th 

June 2012 at Welipatanwila School Grounds, 

Ambalantota, on the occasion of holding of 

Hambantota Navodaya 2012 Industrial Exhibition and 

Trade Fair.

The first ever Art camp titled "Cultural Confluence - 
United Colours" for children between the ages of 13-
18 from SAARC nations was held in New Delhi from 
25-31 May 2012. Three children from each of the 
SAARC countries and 15 children from India 
participated in this camp.

The Art camp was supported by the Indian Council for 
Cultural  Relations (www.iccrindia.net) and 
Empowement (www.empowerment.co.in). 

From Sri Lanka, Master Kumar Dheshan, Ms Sandali 
Ranasinghe & Master Ayyub Mohamed particpated in 
this Art camp. They were selected on the basis of a 
competition held by the Indian Cultural Centre, 
Colombo.

These are some photographs taken when they paid a 
visit to the High Commission on 21 June 2012 where 
they met HE the High Commissioner Mr Ashok K 
Kantha and shared their joyful experiences in India.

The Sri Lankan children sharing their experiences with H. E. the High Commissioner Mr Ashok K Kantha
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Birth Anniversary Celebrations of 

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore 
in Sri Lanka

150 th

 31 January 2011
Lecture of Dr. Reba Som at University of Colombo
 
At the University of Colombo, the lecture of Dr. Reba 
Som was held at FGS Auditorium on 31st January 
2011. Dr. Som lectured on “Musical Journey of 
Rabindranath Tagore” with musical renderings of  
Tagore songs. The Vice Chancellor of the University 
Prof. Kshanika Hirimburegama delivered the welcome 
address. The lecture was followed by screening of a 
short film titled the Story of Tagore’s Gitanjali, for which 
the script is written by Dr. Som.

1 of February 2011

2 February 2011

Lecture of Dr. Reba Som at University of Kelaniya 

On 1st of February 2011 Dr. Som delivered her lecture 
at University of Kelaniya. Here she emphasised the 
concepts of Tagore related art, culture and literature. 
The students of the university performed a dance 
based on a song composed by Rabindranath Tagore 
as a tribute to Tagore. 

Lecture of Dr. Reba Som at University of 
Jayewardenepura 

On 2nd of February 2011 the lecture was held at the 
University of Jayewardenepura. Dr. Som elaborated 
upon the musical concepts of Tagore giving examples 
of his songs. The short film titled Story of Tagore’s 
Gitanjali was also projected. 

 The Tagore Society of Sri Lanka with the support of High Commission 
of India presented a programme of Rabindra Sangeet by Dr. 
Dayaratna Ranatunga and Prof. Amara Ranatunga at the Indian 
Cultural Centre. In addition to Dr. Dayarathna Ranatunga and Prof. 
Amara Ranatunga, Sangeeth Visharadha Rupashika Ranatunga and 
Sangeeth Visharadha Sadhana Ranatunga performed Rabindra 
Sangeet. 

The High Commission of India and the High Commission of 
Bangladesh jointly organized an evening of Tagore songs (Rabindra 
Sangeet) on March 28, 2011 at the Lionel Wendt Theatre by renowned 
artiste Rezwana Choudhury Bannya to commemorate the 150th birth 
anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore in Sri Lanka. Dr. Sarath 
Amunugama, Senior Minister for International Monetary Cooperation, 
Sri Lanka, Mr. Dilan Perera, Minister of Foreign Employment 
Promotion & Welfare, Sri Lanka, Mr. Mohamed Mijarul Quayes, 
Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh, H.E Mr. Mahbub Uz Zaman, High 
Commissioner of Bangladesh and H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High 
Commissioner of India were present on the occasion. 

Series of lectures on Tagore by Dr. Reba Som  (31 January to 2 February 2011)

Musical Creativity of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore  - 11 February 2011

An evening of Tagore Songs by Rezwana Choudhury Bannya  - 28 March, 2011 

A Lecture Series of Dr. Reba Som 
as part  of the 150 Birth 
Anniversary celebrations of 
N o b l e  L a u r e a t e  p o e t  
R a b i d r a n a t h  Ta g o r e  wa s  
conducted in Sri Lanka.

JUNE / JULY  2012

18



150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

The Sri Palee campus, Horana of the University of 
Colombo organized a programme at the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies Auditorium, University of Colombo 
to pay homage to Tagore which included the screening 
of documentaries on Tagore made by the students of 

Sri Palee and talks on Tagore by Prof. Walter 
Marasinghe and Dr. Premadasa Mudunkotuwa. The 
programme was supported by the Indian Cultural 
Centre, Colombo.

The first copy of the volume “Remembering Rabindranath Tagore” 
published by the University of Colombo with the support of India-Sri 
Lanka Foundation was presented by Mr. Wimal Rubasinghe, 
Secretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Arts of the Government of Sri 
Lanka to the Vice-Chancellor, University of Colombo. The volume 
contains a compilation of articles in English, Sinhala and Tamil, which 
highlight the poetic, philosophical and cultural expressions of Gurudev 
Tagore and their relevance in the contemporary world.

The special event concluded with a musical tribute to Gurudev Tagore 
in the form of a beautiful rendition of Rabindra Sangeet by Amar-Daya 
Foundation.

On the occasion of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Nobel Laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore, the Ministry of Postal Services released a 
postal stamp on Tagore. The event was organized by the Indian 
Cultural Centre at the British School Auditorium in Colombo, which 
was presided over by H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of 
India to Sri Lanka. Mr. Hemasiri Fernando, Secretary, Ministry of 
Postal Services of the Government of Sri Lanka released the special 
postal stamp in the denomination of Rupees 5 and a First Day Cover.

The Tagore Society of Sri Lanka organized a Children and Youth Art 
Exhibition at the Indian Cultural Centre. Students from various 
schools participated and displayed their works at the exhibition. The 
event was supported by the India Sri Lanka Foundation.

An event organized by Sri Palee campus  -  6 May 2011 

Release of a commemorative volume on 
Gurudev Rabindranth Tagore  -  7 May 2011

Release of a postal stamp on Tagore  -  7 May 2011

Children and Youth Art Exhibition organized by the
Tagore Society of Sri Lanka  -  May 12-15, 2011
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150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo 
organized an evening of dance titled 
“Kanya”, a combination of Sri Lankan and 
India classical and fusion dance by 
Chandana Wickramasinghe at the Centre. 
Kanya was a tribute to Rabindranath 
Tagore, in whose institution Chandana 
perfected his art of dancing. 

& Bimbavati Devi combining the dance 
forms of Manipuri and Kathak. Hon. U.G.D 
Ariyathilake, Minister of Sports & Youth 
Affairs in the Southern Provincial 
Government was the Chief Guest. 

In Kandy, the performance of Prabhu 
Amar Priyo Amar was held at Hindu 
Cu l tu ra l  Ha l l ,  Kandy. Mr. T ik i r i  
Kobbekaduwa, Governor of Central 
Province was the Chief Guest. 

In Jaffna, the performance was held at 
Veerasingham Hall, Jaffna. Major 
General G.A Chandrasiri, Governor of 
Northern Province was the Chief Guest. 

25 November 2011 - Kandy

28 November 2011 - Jaffna

A 5-day long Tagore Film festival organized by the Indian Cultural 
Centre, Colombo focusing on works of Gurudev Tagore was 
inaugurated  on 1st September at the National Film Corporation Hall 
by Senior Minister Dr Sarath Amunugama in presence of High 
Commissioner of India H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha. The films  screened 
in this festival were Pathar Panchali, Ghare Baire, Agantuk and 
Charulata directed by Satyajit Ray and Chokher Bhali directed by 
Rituparno Ghosh. 

Tagore Film Festival  -  (1 – 5 September 2011)

Kanya – A combination of Sri Lankan and Indian classical 
and fusion dance 14 October 2011

The restaging of “Shaap Mochan”  -  22- 28 November 2011

22 November 2011 - Colombo

23 November 2011 – Galle

‘ ’ ‘ ’Shaap Mochan , re-titled as Prabhu Amar Priyo Amar  was 
performed in Colombo as part of the 150th Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations of Rabindranath Tagore. Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, 
Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management lit the 
ceremonial lamp as the Chief Guest on the occasion of restaging the 
dance drama at the Bishops College Auditorium. 

Shaap Mochan, the dance drama was performed at Galle by the 
visiting ICCR sponsored troupe led by Ashimbandhu Bhattacharjee 
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150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

Exhibitions “Artist Rabindranath Tagore” & “Pilgrimages to the East” 
 (2 December 2011 to 29 February 2012)

 Madhur Sandhya - An evening of Music and Dance
 (15 March 2012)

2 to 8 December 2011 - Colombo

The Indian Cultural Centre organized “Artist 
Rabindranath Tagore” - an exhibition of digital reprints 
of Tagore paintings from the collection of Rabindra 
Bharati University,  Kolkata and the exhibition titled 
Pilgrimages to the East comprising photographs 
showing the travels of Tagore to eastern countries 
including Ceylon (Sri Lanka). The exhibition was 
inaugurated by Hon. T.B Ekanayake, Minister for 
Cultural Affairs and Arts. The exhibition was held at 
J.D.A Perera Gallery, 46 Horton Place Colombo7.

30 Photographic paintings of Pilgrimages to the East 
45 Digital copies of Tagore paintings together were 
displayed in the exhibition. 

5 – 7 January 2012 - Hambantota

17 – 19 January 2012 - Kandy

27-29 February, 2012 - Jaffna

The Exhibition was held from 5 – 7 January 2012,  at 
the Mahanaga Hall, Hambantota. It was inaugurated 
by Mr. R.M.D.B Meegusmulla, District Secretary, 
Hambantota. 

In Kandy, the Exhibition was held at E.L Senanayake 
Children’s Library Auditorium. It was inaugurated by 
His Worship Tushantha Mahendra Ratwatte, Mayor of 
Kandy. 

In Jaffna, the exhibition “Artist Rabindranath Tagore” 
was held at Library Auditorium, University of Jaffna.
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The Tagore Society of Sri Lanka in association with the 
ndian Cultural Centre, Colombo presented Madhur 
Sandhya – an evening of music and dance at the John 
De Silva Theatre, Nelum Pokuna Mawatha, Colombo 
07.

The programme comprised of Santoor Recital by Dr. 

Karunarathne Kiriwathttuduwe, Esraj Recital by 
Sujeewa Ranasinghe, Rabindra Geet by Thilini 
Rodrigo, a Dance based on Rabindra Sangeet by the 
disciples of Jayawanthie Panibharata and Varsha 
Mangalya, a dance based on Rabindra Sangeet by the 
disciples of Mr. Senaratne Pathirana. 



150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized an 
event titled “Legacy of Santiniketan” which included 
performances from renowned Sri Lankan artists such 
as Weerasena Gunathilake, Thilini Rodrigo, Charith 
Perera and Chandana Wickramasinghe who are 
alumni of Santiniketan, an institute founded by 
Gurudev Tagore.   To mark his 150th birth anniversary, 
the artists paid tribute to founder of their alma-mater  

with their artistic skills in music, dance and 
choreography. 

Honourable Vasudeva Nanayakkara, the Minster for 
National Languages and Social Integration, was the 
Chief Guest and His Excellency Ashok K. Kantha, the 
High Commissioner of India and Mr. Lalith 
Weeratunga, Secretary to the President graced the 
event.

Tribute to Tagore on his Birth Anniversary  -  8 May 2012
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150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

A one-day seminar titled “Tagore and Sri Lanka” was organized by the 
Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo, in association with the Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International Relations and Strategic Studies 
and the Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies, University of 
Colombo. 

Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Hon’ble Senior Minister for International 
Monetary Cooperation, Chief Guest at the inaugural session of the 
seminar, in his remarks, highlighted the support and encouragement 
provided by Gurudev Tagore to Angarika Dharmapala, when he was 
engaged in a revival of Buddhist symbols under the umbrella of the 
Mahabodhi Society in India. Minister Amunugama also underlined 
that the strong foundation of India-Sri Lanka relations was based on 
geographical proximity, history, common cultural space and people-
to-people contacts. 

Speaking on the occasion, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High 

Commissioner of India, announced that 
the deliberations of the seminar and the 
illustrations, letters, newspaper reports, 
photographs and paintings associated 
with Tagore’s visits to Sri Lanka would be 
published in the form of a commemorative 
volume, which would serve as a treasure 
trove for students and researchers on 
Tagore. He underlined that this ancient 
association of mind that Tagore refers to is 
the civilization bedrock of the multi-
faceted and vibrant relationship between 
India and Sri Lanka.

The seminar, which was coordinated by 
the well-known Indian author and literary 
critic, Prof. Radha Chakravarty, focused 
on the travels of Tagore to Sri Lanka and 
the cultural linkages they served to 
enhance. It was divided into five sessions, 
including three academic sessions and 
the inaugural and valedictory sessions. 
Mr. Asanga  Abeyagoonasekera ,  
Execut ive Director  of  Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International 
Relations and Strategic Studies, delivered 
the welcome address. Eminent Indian 
author, historian and educationist, Prof. 
Bharati Ray, who is currently Vice 
President of the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations, New Delhi, delivered the 
keynote address titled “Through the Prism 
of Travel: Rabindranath Tagore’s 
Internationalism” at the seminar. She 
underlined three aspects related to 
Tagore, namely universalism, education 

Tagore and Sri Lanka - One Day seminar on Tagore  -  12 June 2012

Prof. Radha Chakaravarty delivered a lecture on “Tagore’s Short Stories in English”  on 11 
June 2012, at the Department of English of the University of Colombo. The lecture was 
organized by the Indian Cultural Centre in association with the Centre for Contemporary 
Indian Studies and the Department of English, University of Colombo.

 Lectures by Prof. Radha Chakravarty  -  11 June 2012
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150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

and cultural exchanges and highlighted the impact of Tagore’s visits to 
Sri Lanka. 

Prof. Radha Chakravarty’s presentation was mainly on Tagore’s 
travels to Sri Lanka and the cultural inter-linkages. The three 
academic sessions featured presentation of papers by prominent 
scholars and artists. Dr. Sushobhan Adikary spoke on the influence of 
Kandyan dance on Tagore’s dance–drama and Prof. K.N.O 
Dharmadasa spoke about the translations of Tagorean literature to 
Sinhala and its impact. Dr. Sandagomi Coperahewa also reviewed 
Tagore’s visits to Sri Lanka, whereas Prof. Vini Vitharana’s paper was 
titled “Reminiscing within narrow domestic walls”. Ravibandhu 
Vidayapathi spoke on the influence of Tagorean dance-drama on Sri 
Lankan dance-theatre and Chandraguptha Thenuwara delineated 
Tagore’s influence on Sri Lankan visual arts. Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam, 
in his paper, analyzed Tagore as a visionary who visited Sri Lanka and 

made a huge impact. Prof. Wimal 
Dissanayake, author and scholar from the 
University of Hawaii, presented a paper 
on the poetic humanism of Rabindranath 
Tagore.

In the valedictory address of the seminar 
Dr. Jagath Balasuriya, Hon’ble Minister 
for National Heritage, announced, that 
the National Archives of Sri Lanka is 
bringing out a compilation of Nobel 
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore’s  
speeches delivered during his five visits 
to Sri Lanka. 
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150 th

Birth Anniversary 
Celebrations 

A Bust of Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore was unveiled on 26 June, 2012  by 
Hon. Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister of External 
Affairs of Sri Lanka in the presence of H.E. 
Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of 
India and Prof. Kshanika Hirimburegama, 
Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo at 
the Main Library of the University of 
Colombo.

The Bronze Bust has been gifted by 
Ministry of Culture, Government of India 
on the occasion of 150th Birth Anniversary 
of Rabindranath Tagore. The bronze bust 
is sculpted by Janak Jhankar Narzary, a 
renowned sculptor and Professor of Art 
History in Kala Bhavana, Visva-Bharati.

The unveiling of the bust marked the end 
of year and half long celebrations of the 
150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore in Sri Lanka.

Unveiling of Tagore Bust  -  26 June 2012

The dignitaries present admiring the bronze bust of Rabindranath Tagore after the 
unveiling ceremony. In the picture  are High Commissioner of India HE Mr Ashok 
Kantha, High Commissioner of Bangladesh HE Mr Mahbub Uz Zaman, Hon'ble 
Minister of External Affairs Prof G.L. Peiris and the Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Colombo, Prof Kshanika Hirimburegama — at University of Colombo.

The bronze bust of 
Rabindranath Tagore 

Prof G.L.Peiris, Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs, 
Govt of Sri Lanka addressing the gathering 
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Staging of Samhara in Sri Lanka

T h e  I n d i a - S r i  L a n k a  
F o u n d a t i o n  ( I S L F )   
supported the staging of 
Samhära, a collaboration 
between Nrityagram Dance 
Ensemble from India and Sri 

Lanka’s Chitrasena Dance Company in Colombo on 
11th, 12th and 13th May, 2012.

 

Samhära explored the meeting point between the 
sensuousness of Nrityagram’s Odissi and the 
masculine dynamism of the Chitrasena’s Kandyan 
dance.  Samhära, the result of three years of fruitful 
interaction between Nrityagram and Chitrasena Dance 
Company, has already been staged in India and the 
USA and has received rare reviews in both countries. 
The staging of  in Sri Lanka was the result of 
discussions between the Chitrasena Dance Company 
and the India-Sri Lanka Foundation. 

 

All dance forms in India are based on the Natya 
Shastra, an ancient Indian treatise on the performing 
arts that encompasses theatre, dance and music 
written between 200 BCE and 200 CE.  However, 
regional cultural influences have created dance 
traditions that are unique and distinct, reflecting the 
cultural ethos of their region.  The  project 
brought together two dance traditions - Odissi from 
India and Kandyan from Sri Lanka, both of which began 

Samhära

Samhära

in temple courtyards as ritual performances.  Working 
from the idea of the Natya Shastra as the root of all 
dance traditions in the region,  explored the 
possibility of a new vocabulary of dance using the 
performance practices of India and Sri Lanka. 

 

The ISLF had recently supported staging of classical 
Sanskrit drama ‘Mrichchakatikam’ in Tamil language by 
Janakaraliya Theatre Arts Institute and the Swami 
Vipulanantha Institute of Aesthetic Studies of the 
Eastern University of Batticaloa at the Lionel Wendt 
Theatre on 29 April, 2012.  ISLF also supported the 
educational visit of a 20-member group from various 
Schools in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka.

 

The India-Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 
foster India - Sri Lanka relations through the 
enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 
cultural cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two 
countries.

Samhära

Samhära, dedicated to celebrate Guru Vajira’s 80th 
birthday, attempts, through dance, to highlight the 
shared historical, cultural and civilizational contacts 
between India and Sri Lanka and create a new 
language of expression through dialogue. 
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Remarks by National Security Adviser Mr Shivshankar Menon at a
Media Interaction in Colombo (29 June 2012)

My visit to Sri Lanka today has been in the context of 
regular consultations and exchange of views 
between the Government of India and the 
Government of Sri Lanka.

I called on H.E. President Mahinda Rajapaksa this 
morning.  Foreign Minister G.L. Peiris was also 
present at the meeting.  Thereafter, I met Mr. Basil 
Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development 
and Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, Defence Secretary. I 
also met the TNA leader Mr. Sampanthan. 

I discussed recent developments, bilateral relations 
and areas of common concern.  I was also briefed 
about steps being taken by the Government of Sri 
Lanka on political reconciliation and settlement.  
While this is a Sri Lankan issue and something that 
Sri Lanka has to do, we will continue to remain 
engaged with all concerned and offer any support 
required in this regard.  

 India has always stood for a united Sri Lanka within 
which all citizens can live in equality, justice, dignity 
and self-respect.  We have worked closely with the 
Government of Sri Lanka on relief, rehabilitation 
and resettlement of IDPs.  India’s assistance was 
appreciated by the Sri Lankan leadership in all my 
meetings.  We remain committed to continue our 
cooperation. 

We also discussed the fishermen’s issue.  Both 
sides recognised that this involved livelihood issues 
and had to be dealt with humanely.  We agreed that 
fishermen’s associations on both sides, which had 
met in the past and reached some understandings, 
needed to meet again to work on developing this 
further.  This could then serve as the basis for 
finding a solution to this humanitarian issue. 

On the bilateral front, we noted that most of the 
Indian-assisted projects were proceeding well and 

several projects, particularly those relating to the 
development of railway infrastructure in the 
Northern and Southern Provinces, were being 
implemented well ahead of schedule.  In the past 
two years, India has committed close to US$ one 
billion under lines of credit and another US$ 350 
million under grants-in-aid. There are a number of 
other new projects under consideration.  

We also discussed maritime cooperation and other 
security related issues.  It was agreed that we could 
take this further.  

Sri Lanka is our close neighbour, with whom we 
enjoy a multifaceted and dynamic relationship.  We 
look forward to strengthening and further 
developing this engagement.

In this context, we noted that a number of Ministerial 
visits on both sides had been planned over the next 
few months. In response to a request from President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, India would be sending the 
Kapilavastu relics to Sri Lanka on the occasion of 
the "Sambuddhatva Jayanti" in August 2012.

Warm welcome: Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa 
receiving India’s National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon, 
in Colombo

Mr. Shivshankar Menon, the Indian National Security Advisor 
met Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa, Senior adviser to the 
President and Minister of Economic Development at the 
Ministry of Economic Development
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Know India Programme of the Ministry of Overseas 
Indian Affairs, Government of India (MOIA) is a three-
week orientation programme for diaspora youth 
conducted with a view to promote awareness on 
different facets of life in India and the progress made by 
the country in various fields e.g. economic, industrial, 
education, Science & Technology, Communication & 
Information Technology, culture. KIP provide a unique 
forum for students & young professionals of Indian origin 
to visit India, share their views, expectations & 
experiences and to develop closer bonds with the 
contemporary India. 4-5 such programmes are 
conducted every year in partnership with one or two 
State Governments. 

Based on recommendations received from Heads of 
Indian Missions/Posts abroad, About 35 Indian 
Diaspora Youth in the age group of 18-26 years, are 
selected for each programme Selected participants are 
provided with full hospitality in India during the duration 
of the programme. 90% (ninety percent) of the total cost 
of air ticket (at lowest economy excursion fare) is 
refundable to the participants on successful completion 
of the programme by them.

The content of the programme broadly includes the 
following:

Presentations on the country, political process, 
developments in various sectors,

Interaction with faculty and students at a prestigious 
University/College/Institute,

Presentation on the industrial development and visits 
to some Industries,

Visit to a village to better understand the typical 
village life,

Exposure to Indian media,

Interaction with NGOs and organizations dealing 
with women affairs,

Visit to places of historical importance/Monuments,

Taking part in Cultural programmes,

Exposure to yoga,

Call on high dignitaries, which may include President 
of India, Chief Election Commissioner of India, 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India, and 
Ministers in-charge of Overseas Indian Affairs, Youth 
Affairs and Sports.

So far MOIA has organized 20 Know India Programmes 
in which 623 Overseas Diaspora Youth have 
participated in these programmes.  More information 
about the Know India Programme can be found on the 
MOIA website www.moia.gov.in

Know India Programme
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Though I am a Sri Lankan Tamil, having 
Indian roots and brought up in a traditional 
Indian way, my image of India was not that 
great. We gather information from media, we 
watch Indian movies and we occasionally 
meet Indians mostly from Chennai. Our first 
impression was Indian cities are very 
unclean and unhygienic filled with lot of 
beggars and destitutes, Indian people are 
rude and waiting to cheat especially 
autowallas and Indian society is full of 
corruption, inefficiency and hypocrisy! But 
thanks to the ‘Know India Program’ 
organized by the Ministry of Indian Overseas 
Affairs, now I have a new Vision of India which 
fills me with we and respect for the country of 
my origin, my roots and I feel proud to belong 
to such a wonderful cultural heritage which is 
ancient yet open to all modern ideas!

Since I am a shy person, conservative and 
reserved, I was not enthusiastic when my 
dad suggested I go on Know India Program. I 
was worried as to how I would manage with 
an unknown  ‘gang’ from different parts of the 
world for three weeks with my limited 
language skills and limited exposure to the 
modern world. But my father pushed me. 
Now I really thank him, otherwise I would 
have missed a glorious opportunity to mix 
with a wonderful bunch of youngsters, full of 
life, all keen and eager to explore and 
understand and to know the secrets of India! 
The organizers also took care to make us feel 
secure, comfortable, and at ease.  

In search of Secret India! 
When I got down at the Delhi Airport, I could 
not believe whether I was in India. The new 
airport is very impressive and is of 
international standard in  chitecture and 
other facilities.  This was my first glimpse of 
modern India and my thoughts about India 
started to change… 

For the first couple of days, eminent 
speakers, including luminaries from 
renowned Indian institutes, addressed us 
regarding Governance in India, Internal 
Security and Preparedness, Indian Politics 
and Environmental issues, Cinema and 
C u l t u r e ,  t h e  e c o n o my,  R e s o u r c e  
Conservation and Management, Emerging 
investment opportunities. I could sit only in 
awe and admiration for both the speakers 
(who spoke so beautifully and effortlessly) 
and the spoken content. One speaker said, 
“India has got the greatest youth population 
in the world and  therefore can become a 
super power when the potential of the Indian 
Youth can be harnessed and utilized 
p r o p e r l y ” .   I  r e c a l l e d  S w a m i  
Chinmayananda’s tatement, “Youth are not 
useless, but used less! Youth are not 
careless, but cared less”. 

The next few days we were taken to 
Aurobindo Ashram (in New Delhi), CCRT 
(Centre for Cultural Resource and Training), 
Qutab Minar, Delhi Museum, AIR (All India 
Radio), Doordarshan, ICCR (Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations), ICWA (Indian Council 
of World affairs), Jama Masjid, Red Fort, 
etc… We were exposed to history, culture, 
heritage, music, dance, contemporary art, 

KNOW INDIA PROGRAM (KIP)
Experience of a Sri Lankan Participant

literature, craft and all fine things of glorious 
Bharat! Then one of my friends explained 
that Bharat means  “one who revels in  light 
(knowledge)”. Can there be a better word to 
express the identity of our forefathers! 

I would like to mention a few things which 
delighted me the most. I was taught how to 
make mud pots.  I cannot express how much 
I was thrilled and excited! I had not heard any 
sitar recital in my life. When I heard for the first 
time, I was surprised to know how a simple 
musical instrument like Sitar with Tabla can 
export one to the realm of pure joy! And the 
lecture on Vedanta was simply outstanding. I 
recorded the wholething… 

Then, of course, the Taj Mahal. What a 
Beauty! More so because it is inspired by the 
most fascinating four letter word L O V E! The 
guide who accompanied us explained 
everything about the glorious monument to 
etch the experience deep in our memory. 

The Goan experience 
‘Goa is the second biggest beach in India’, I 
was told. Having come from an Island nation, 
I was not that excited about sunny beaches 
and the fun that accompanies it. We have 
seen enough down south in our own country. 
But the other delegates were really excited 
and everyone had gala time in Goa. 

We were taken to a village in South Goa to 
get a feel of the Goan culture. We were truly 
touched by the kindness and the hospitality 
of the simple villagers. They received us with 
cute garlands made out of local flowers and 
the little girls entertained us with Goan 
dance. We visited their houses which 
reminded me of the line houses in our own 
upcountry and they hosted us to a 
sumptuous Goan feast. I was surprised to 
find many Goan dishes to resemble Sri 
Lankan ones in taste and texture. Can you 
believe they still cook in mud pots! 

There were interactions with the Governor, 
Assembly Speaker and the Chief Minister of 
Goa. They explained to us the many facets of 
Indian society in general and Goan society in 
particular. They talked to us about the higher 
education possibilities and investment 
pportunities in India. 

If we do not travel around and visit places, we 
would be talking only like the frog in the well. I 
realized this when we visited BITS Pilani. My 
God! What a huge campus and what sort of 
facilities! I was impressed when I heard 
about the varied courses offered and the 
high academic standard maintaied in such 
universities in India. 

Our visit to high tech industry in Verna 
Industrial estate only added to the sense of 
awe and admiration for India. It showed the 
growth of IT industry in India. Not only in IT, in 
Space Research, in Medical treatment, in 
Auto Industry and in very many fields India is 
really booming! My visit to India taught me 
bout the two dimensions of the Indian life and 
Indian development. On the one hand there 
is tremendous progress in the modernization 
of India and on the ther hand, India is all out to 
preserve her cultural traditions and identity. 

In Old Goa, we visited an ancient church built 
by the Portuguese, which is Asia’s largest. 
The Father there was giving his sermon in 
Tamil! I was wonder struck. Later I learnt a 
group of Christians from Tirunelveli (in south 
ndia) had come on a pilgrimage and this was 
a special program organized for them.  

With great joy I interacted with some of them 
and also joined them in prayers as I studied in 
a Christian school and was familiar with what 
they were singing. Later we visited 
Manguesh temple where Lord Siva was 
sporting a lovely moustache and beard!. 
Earlier in Delhi, when we were taken to Jama 
asjid, for the first time I saw a mosque. (As a 
girl I was never allowed inside a mosque). 
This is the uniqueness of India. Indian mind 
accommodates and respects all religious 
and cultural beliefs. With so many languages 
spoken, different customs and traditions 
followed, different religions ractised,  
different ideologies and beliefs, the people 
here feel they are Indians first. I suppose this 
is the real greatness of India. 

On the Goan trip, we also did boating in the 
Mandovi river. It was so refreshing and 
delightful that we forgot everything. It is true 
‘when we are one with nature, when the mind 
is quite and cheerful,  real  Joy is 
experienced’. 

Back to Delhi 
Back in Delhi we visited ISKCON temple and 
Akshar Dham, had a nice ride in Delhi Metro, 
met the Governor of Delhi (who spoke 
beautiful ly) and the Chief Election 
Commissioner of India. We were supposed 
to meet the President of India. But due to her 
busy schedule it couldn’t happen. Even then 
we visited the President’s estate which was 
fabulous with rare paintings and a unique 
statue of Buddha with a thousand hands! As I 
am from a Buddhist country I could not stop 
admiring the masterpiece which is most 
spectacular. 

I am so many wonderful memories… I am so 
touched by the love and affection, sincerity 
and nobility of all the brethren of Indian 
Diaspora. And I have no words to thank the 
Ind ian  Government  and  the  H igh  
Commission of India in Sri Lanka who gave 
me this wonderful opportunity. 

When I was relating my experiences in India 
to my spiritual teacher (Acharya), he asked 
me, Everything is OK. What did you learn 
from all this?” I said “I learnt to be humble”.  All 
the eminent speakers, top artists and great 
leaders whom we met were highly educated, 
very proficient and holding high posts, yet 
they were simple, down to earth and cultured. 
This one aspect touched my heart the most 
and I bow down to the Mother India. Jai Hind! 

K. G.  Wickramasinghe 

The Author is a Research 
Assistant, 

Ministry of Parliamentary 
affairs, Sri Lanka  
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India’s singing 

sensations Udit 

Narayan and Deepa 

captivated the 

packed audience at 

the CH&FC grounds 

on 16 June 2012.  

The concert was 

interspersed with 

colourful dance 

segments featuring 

local and Bollywood 

dancers 

Distribution of bicycles under the Indian Grant Assistance

Indian singer Udit Narayan in Colombo

Consul General of India V. Mahalingam gifting bicycle to  a young 
beneficiary in presence of Governor, Northern Province and Minister 
Douglas Devananda at an event organized in Jaffna on 17 June 2012.

Distribution of bicycles under Indian grant  assistance has 
gained pace after the  identification of beneficiaries with the 
assistance of local government authorities  
and UN Agencies.
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The Sri Lanka India Society hosted a night themed 
‘Sthree Utsav 2012’ – a celebration for women – filled 
with much exuberance on 9 June at the Grand 
Ballroom of Taj Samudra. Indian Deputy High 
Commissioner in Sri Lanka Shri P. Kumaran was the 
chief guest at this glamorous event that was attended 
by MPs, the diplomatic community, members of the 
society and their family and friends.

The night kicked off with a beautiful dance that fused 
elements of traditional Indian and Sri Lankan dances 
choreographed by the brilliant Vasugi Jegatheeswaran. 
The dance was soon followed by a fashion show that 
incorporated the trendy attires of United Colors of 
Benetton and the elegant jewellery of Jewel Laurel – 
the two main sponsors of the evening – which was 
choreographed by the versatile Anushan Perera.

The Revlon make up session done by the renowned 
international beauty instructor Ramani Arsecularatne 
also entertained guests while a cocktail presentation 
done by the much acclaimed bartender of Taj Samudra 
had the guests spellbound with his antics.

As the night wore on, more amusement awaited the 
guests with the popular Sri Lankan percussion band, 
Nadro, providing upbeat yet vibrant music with their 
ingenious performance. Equipped with numerous 
events, the crowning moment of the evening was the 
Most Glamorous Lady selection, which proved rather 
difficult with a room full of elegant and beautiful ladies 
and the evening concluded with cocktails that allowed 
the guests to mingle with one another.

Relaying his sentiments about the ‘Sthree Utsav 2012’, 
Sri Lanka India Society President Kandiah 
Neelakandan said, “The Sri Lanka India Society is a 
friendship society and without a doubt the ‘Sthree 
Utsav 2012’ helped to promote our objective of 
fostering friendship while developing the cultural and 
social relations between the two nations. Therefore, in 
this light we would like to invite others to come and join 
the Sri Lanka India Society as members, so that more 
will be able to lend a hand in furthering the growing 
relationship between the two countries.”

“The event ‘Sthree Utsav 2012’ proved to be a night of 
entertainment that successfully combined fashion, 
fusion and glamour,” said Revlon General Manager T. S. 
Prakash and Sri Lanka India Society executive 
committee member, who also acted as the Project 
Chairman of the event. “President Kandiah 
Neelakandan, Secretary Sampath Seresinghe and 
Treasurer A. A. M. Illiyas with countless other members 
of the Society helped relentlessly with the event and I 
would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all those 
who graced and helped to make ‘Sthree Utsav’ a 
success.”

The Sri Lanka India Society is one of the oldest 
friendship societies in Sri Lanka with a history of more 
than 50 years and with a membership that 
encompasses more than 600 people island-wide.

In order to gain membership or more information 
regarding The Sri Lanka India Society please direct 
your queries to the address – M&N Building, (level five) 
No. 2 Deal Place, Colombo 3 or email to 
sliscolombo@gmail.com.

‘Sthree Utsav 2012’ organised by the Sri Lanka India Society
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Celebrating 100 years of Indian Cinema

The High Commission of India in Colombo hosted a 
colourful event at the Taj Samudra Hotel recently, to 
raise a toast to Indian cinema that’s 100 years old. It’s 
indeed a moment of great national pride and glory for all 
Indians. Unlike other western film industries, the Indian 
film industry has not been too heavily influenced by the 
Hollywood film industry and continue to retain its local 

flavour, essence, emotions and dialect. Indian films get 
to do their share of globetrotting at prestigious world 
film festivals, Indian stars walk the red carpet in Cannes 
and other festivals along with their global counterparts, 
our films find their reviews by top international film 
journals and newspapers.

Source:  http://www.dailymirror.lk/
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"India Show" in Colombo in August 2012

10 Sri Lankan Youth to go to India under Cultural Scholarships

10  Sri Lankan youth selected for the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) undergraduate scholarships 
in fine arts (Music, Dance and Painting) visited the High 
Commission of India today (2 July 2012) before leaving 
for India to join their respective Institutes. The students 
had applied for the scholarships in response to 
applications invited by the Indian Cultural Centre, 
Colombo and were selected through a transparent 
process.

Of these 10 youth, two would be learning Kathakali at 
the Kerala Kala Mandalam in Thrissur District, Kerala;  
four would be joining Kathak, Tabla and Painting 
courses at the Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata; 
one would be learning Kathak at Pracheen Kala 
Kendra, Chandigarh; and three would be learning 
Bharatanatyam and Carnatic music at the Kalakshetra 
Foundation, Chennai.

The High Commission of India organized an India-Sri 
Lanka Business Forum at Taj Samudra on 30 May, 
2012 to discuss the possibilities of enhancing trade 
and economic relations between India and Sri Lanka 
and informing the participants about the “India Show” 
planned for August 2012. The Forum was attended by 
H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Mr. 
P. D. Fernando, Director General, Department of 
Commerce of Sri Lanka, Mr. P. Kumaran, Deputy High 
Commissioner, Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, President, 
Federation of Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Sri 
Lanka (FCCISL), Mr. Tilak De Zoysa, Vice President, 
Indo-Lanka Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Mr. 
Harin Malwatte, Secretary General, Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr. E.M. Wijetillake, Secretary General, 
National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka, CEOs of 
Indian companies doing business in Sri Lanka, 
representatives of Sri Lankan Companies, officials 
from the High Commission and Chambers.

The Commercial & Economic Counsellor of the High 
Commission, Mr. Manish briefed the participants on the 

The students were looking forward to join their 
respective Institutes and were thankful to the 
Government of India for the scholarship scheme which 
has provided them an opportunity to go to India to 
pursue these courses at highly reputed Institutes.

Approximately 8-10 scholarships are also awarded to 
Sri Lankan youth to study Hindi at the Kendriya Hindi 
Sansthan, Agra and the process of selection is 
underway for this year’s courses.

Selection of applicants for ten scholarships for Sri 
Lankan nationals under the “Ayush Scholarship 
Scheme” for UG/PG/Ph.D courses in Ayurveda, Unani, 
Siddha & Homeopathy for the academic session 2012– 
2013 is also being finalized.

These schloarships are in addition to the substantially 
expanded scholarships programme to meritorious Sri 
Lankan students announced during the visit of Hon’ble 
Mr. S.M. Krishna, Minister of External Affairs of India 
during his visit to Sri Lanka in January 2012. Under the 
expanded scholarship programme, the number of 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  S e l f - F i n a n c e  s l o t s  fo r  
Undergraduate/Masters/PhD courses have been 
increased from the earlier 113 slots to 270 per year. In 
addition, scholarship support to deserving students 
pursuing their GCE ‘A’ level and University degrees in 
Sri Lanka has been expanded to cover about 500 
students annually. 

Further details about scholarships offered by the 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  
www.hcicolombo.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY - AUGUST 2012

Visit of Ms. Namita Gokhale 
- Renowned Author

   - 
in Colombo’
JULY  22 - 27, 2012

INDIA SHOW in Colombo

at BMICH

INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL

at Excel World
338, T.B. Jayah Mawatha,
Colombo 10

AUGUST 3 - 5, 2012  

AUGUST 10 - 17 

  

Exposition of 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics 
in Sri Lanka

Kelaniya, Wariyapola, Anuradhapura, 
Kantale, Gampola & 
Pelmadulla, Matara

Cultural workshops 
/ performances by  
T. M. Krishna, 
Unni Krishnan &
Ms. Alarmel Valli 
(Renowned Bharatanatyam dancer) 

to coincide with Nallur Festival

AUGUST 20 - SEPTEMBER 04, 2012

AUGUST 16-19, 2012
in Jaffna

trends of economic and trade relations between the 
two countries. He informed the gathering that, with the 
support of Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India, the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) would be organizing the ‘India Show’ in 
Colombo from 3 - 5 August, 2012. The venue for the 
‘India Show’ would be the Bandarnaike Memorial 
International Conference Hall (BMICH), Colombo. The 
“India Show” will coincide with the visit of Hon. Anand 
Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry & Textiles, 
Government of India, to Sri Lanka.

The “India Show” is being organized with the following 
objectives:

(i) to promote Indian technology and services with the 
intention of increasing the trade between India and Sri 
Lanka;

(ii) to provide a platform for Indian companies to 
showcase their strengths and capabilities;

(iii) to attract Indian investment in Sri Lanka; and

(iv) to provide opportunities to Sri Lankan business to 
develop linkages with prospective Indian partners.

The main features of “India Show” are: three days of 
exhibition at BMICH from 3-5 August, 2012; business 
conference; one-to-one meetings; visit of business 
delegation; visit of high-level Ministerial delegation; 
cultural evening and gala dinner. A food festival and 

Indian wine sampling will also be organized to coincide 
with the “India Show”. More than 100 Indian companies 
are expected to participate in the event.

Speaking on the occasion, High Commissioner Kantha 
made a reference to the positive growth trend in India-
Sri Lanka bilateral trade in 2011. The two-way trade 
grew by 65%, to reach about USD 5 billion. Referring to 
the slow down in the economic growth of the two 
countries, due to global economic conditions, the High 
Commissioner emphasized the need for both countries 
to work closely to keep up the momentum of growth in 
bilateral trade. He said that the forthcoming visit of Hon. 
Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce, Industry & 
Textiles, to Sri Lanka and the “India Show” would further 
provide impetus to the trade & commercial relations 
between the two countries.

Mr. P. D. Fernando, Director General, Department of 
Commerce of Sri Lanka welcomed the initiative of the 
Government of India to organize the “India Show” and 
assured the support of the Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, Government of Sri Lanka. He requested Sri 
Lankan companies to tap the vast potential for trade 
with India, by identifying the complementarities in the 
two economies and taking advantage of the huge 
engine for economic growth so close to Sri Lanka. 
Other speakers from the Chambers emphasized the 
importance of India-Sri Lanka trade & economic 
linkages and extended their support for the “India 
Show”.
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Kapilavastu Relics   -  circa 5th - 4th century B.C.

Piprahwa (Ancient Kapilavastu), District Siddharth Nagar,  Uttar Pradesh, India

National Museum, New Delhi 

Exposition of 
Sacred Kapilavastu Relics 
in Sri Lanka

Dates Province Venue of Exposition

20-22 August 2012 Western Kapilawasthu Hall Manel Watta Maha Viharaya, Kelaniya             

23-24 August 2012 North Western Sri Sumangala Pirivena, Wariyapola

25-26 August 2012 North Central Jayanthi Viharaya, Anuradhapura

27-28 August 2012 Eastern Agrabodhi Viharaya, Kantale

29-30 August 2012 Central Naranvita Temple, Gampola

31 August -01 September 2012 Sabaragamuwa Rajamaha Viharaya, Pelmadulla

02- 04 September 2012 Southern Matara Kotikagoda Rajamaha Viharaya, Matara
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