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His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of  the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka 

inaugurated the International Buddhist Conference 

organized by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 

(ICCR) at Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy 

in Kandy on 20th March 2011. The Ministry of  

External Affairs and the Ministry of  Buddhasasna and 

Religious Affairs of  Sri Lanka, together with the Sri 

Lanka International Buddhist Academy and the 

University of  Peredeniya were the Partner Institutes 

for the Conference, which was organized as part of  

the joint commemoration by India and Sri Lanka of  

the 2600th anniversary of  the attainment of  

enlightenment by Lord Buddha. The inauguration of  

the Conference was also graced by the presence of  

Hon’ble D.M. Jayaratne, Prime Minister, Prof. G. L. 

Peiris, Hon’ble  Minister of  External Affairs, Mr. 

Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of  India and 

Mr. Suresh K. Goel, Director General, Indian Council 

for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The Governor of  the 

Central Province, a number of  senior Cabinet 

Ministers, the Attorney General of  Sri Lanka, Deputy 

Ministers, Members of  Parliament, Provincial 

Ministers, Members of  the Central Provincial Council 

and senior officials of  the Government of  Sri Lanka 

also attended the inauguration ceremony.

Scholars from Cambodia, Indonesia, India, Nepal, 

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam 

participated in the Conference on the theme “Cultural 

Interface between India and Sri Lanka based on 

Buddhist History, Art, Literature and Philosophy”. 

The papers presented at the two-day Conference will 

be published in the form of  a volume.

International Buddhist Conference
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International Buddhist Conference

The President, Prime Minister and Minister of  External Affairs of  Sri Lanka at the inauguration of  the International Buddhist Conference in Kandy, together 
with the High Commissioner of  India and the Director General of  ICCR.



4

Addressing the 

august gathering, 

H i g h  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  

K a n t h a  

emphasized the 

c o n t i n u i n g  

relevance of  the 

fundamental and 

universal values 

and philosophies 

that Lord Buddha propounded. He underlined that 

cultural interaction between India and Sri Lanka had 

been marked by constant cross fertilization in the 

spheres of  art, literature and philosophy and the 

journey of  the Holy Tree from India to Sri Lanka 

demonstrated this amply. High Commissioner also 

highlighted the other activities being undertaken by 

India to commemorate the Sambuddhtva Jayanthi. 

These include an exposition of  the Kapilvastu Relics 

in Sri Lanka later this year, setting up of  an Indian 

gallery at the International Buddhist Museum in 

K a n d y  a n d  

installation of  a 

specially crafted 

i d o l  o f  L o r d  

Buddha in Sarnath 

style from the 

Gupta period at 

the entrance of  the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Buddhist Museum 

complex in Sri 

Dalada Maligawa. 

He also announced 

t h a t  I n d i a n  

R a i l w a y s  w a s  

planning to launch 

a special Buddhist 

Tra in  DAMBA 

D I W A  

VANDANA later 

this year from 

Chennai catering 

to Sri Lankan pilgrims, adding that all these initiatives 

were reflective of  India’s desire to strengthen her 

cultural and people-to-people linkages with Sri Lanka, 

with which India shared deep historical bonds.

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, Mr. Suresh K. 

Goel, Director General, ICCR emphasized the 

important role of  cultural communication and 

dialogue in increasing mutual understanding and 

highlighted the key role being played by ICCR in this 

regard. He reiterated the commitment of  ICCR to 

strengthening the cultural relationship between India 

and Sri Lanka through activities such as exchange of  

cultural troupes, exhibitions, distinguished visitors 

and scholarships.
 
Prof. G. L. Peiris, Hon’ble Minister of  External 

Affairs of  Sri Lanka, also addressed the gathering, 

highlighting the foundation of  many modern-day 

precepts in Buddhist thought and philosophy. 

Following his address, the Diyawadane Nilame of  Sri 

Dalada Maligawa presented the first issue of  the 

academic journal of  SIBA, “Sri Lanka International 

Journal of  Buddhist Studies”, to President Rajapaksa. 

The ceremony ended with a vote of  thanks by the 

Vice-Chancellor of  the University of  Peredeniya. 

President Mahinda Rajapaksa also visited the 

exhibition of  photographs by Benoy Behl of  

Buddhist sites and artefacts in India and Sri Lanka The 

academic sessions of  the conference were held on 20-

21 March 2011.

The Conference organized in Kandy was the third 

such conference on Buddhism sponsored by ICCR, 

following similar events in Singapore and Cambodia. 

More international conferences on Buddhism are on 

the anvil for Nepal and Vietnam.

MARCH  2011

DG ICCR Sh. Suresh K.Goel addressing 
the inaugural session of  the Conference

Prof. G. L. Peiris, Minister of  External 
Affairs of  Sri Lanka, addressing the inaugural 
session of  the Conference

The President, Prime Minister and High Commissioner of  India at the 
inauguration of  the International Buddhist Conference in Kandy.

International Buddhist Conference

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha 
addressing the inaugural session of  
the Conference
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International Buddhist Conference

President Mahinda Rajapaksa visiting the exhibition of  photographs by 
Benoy  Behl of  Buddhist sites and artefacts in India and Sri Lanka; with 
him are the High Commissioner of  India, Shri Ashok K. Kantha and the 
Director General of  the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, Shri Suresh 
K. Goel
 

Lighting of  the traditional lamp by the dignitaries

Scholars who participated in the academic sessions

Agreement for construction of  150 bed hospital at Dickoya

An Agreement was signed on 9th March of  2011 for 
awarding the work related to construction of  150 bed 
hospital at Dickoya near Hatton in the Central 
Province of  Sri Lanka by Shri T.S. Tirumurti, Joint 
Secretary (BSM) on behalf  of  Ministry of  External 
Affairs, Government of  India and Shri. K. R. 
Tirumurahan, Managing Director, Green Valley’s 
Shelters (P) Limited, Chennai.  

The hospital will be constructed under grant of   INR 
47.27 crores (SLR 1.14 billion) by Government of  
India. Hospital Services Consultation Corporation 
Ltd (HSCC), India is the Project Management 
Consultant for the project and it expected to be 
completed in twenty-two months. 

Recognizing the need for establishment of  a well 
equipped general hospital at Dickoya near Hatton the 
Government of  India agreed to render assistance to 
Government of  Sri Lanka.  The establishment of  a 
new hospital in the Central Province in Sri Lanka will 
augment the facilities in the existing hospital and 
provide health services to a large number of  people 
of  Indian origin living in this area.  India has 
continued to extend extensive assistance to the 
Indian Origin Tamils living in that area especially in 
the area of  education, health, housing and public 
transportation. 

BILATERAL BEAT

The President, Prime Minister and Minister of  External Affairs of  Sri 
Lanka, together with the High Commissioner of  India and the Director 
General of  ICCR stand as the national anthems of  India and Sri Lanka 
are played at the inauguration of  the International Buddhist Conference in 
Kandy on 20th  March 2011.



Handing over ceremony of  the new Diesel Multiple Units 
for Southern Railway Line 

The High Commissioner of  India, Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha, participated as Guest of  Honour in the 
handing over ceremony of  new Diesel Multiple Units 
(DMUs) organized by Sri Lanka Railways in Matara on 
10 March, 2011. Hon. Kumar Welgama, Minister of  
Transport was the Chief  Guest.  Hon. Mahinda Yapa  
Abeywardena, Minister of  Agriculture, Hon. 
Chandima Weerakkody, Deputy Speaker of  the 
Parliament, officials from RITES Ltd, Sri Lanka 
Railways and IRCON also participated in the ceremony.

The function marked the supply and commissioning of  
3 sets (each set contains 6 coaches) of  Diesel Multiple 
Units under the line of  credit extended by Government 
of  India. There would be supply of  20 sets in phased 
manner till March 2012.  RITES Ltd, a Government of  
India Company is supplying these rolling stock to Sri 
Lanka Railways. The supply of  the rolling stocks from 
India is part of  the Government of  India’s assistance 
towards reconstruction in the tsunami-affected areas 
of  Sri Lanka under a credit line of  US $ 167.40 million. 
The line of  credit also includes upgrading of  railway 
track from Galle-Matara and Galle-Kalutra sections 
and creation of  maintenance facilities for the rolling 
stock.

Speaking at the occasion, High Commissioner said that 
India is providing assistance for upgrading the southern 

costal railway line on the request of  the Government of  
Sri Lanka. He said that the developmental assistance 
extended by India is entirely on the priorities and 
requirement of  the Government of  Sri Lanka.  These 
projects are not commercial in nature. The line of  credit 
being extended by India is highly concessional.  High 
Commissioner remarked that both RITES and IRCON 
International Ltd are reputed public sector companies 
of  India with proven track record. Indian companies 
implementing the project are utilizing the best available 
technology in India. For the execution of  the railway 
upgradation project, Indian companies are utilizing 
local manpower which is generating direct and indirect 
employment.  As part of  the project, capacity building 
and training of  Sri Lankan Railway personnel is also 
being carried out in India. 600 personnel will be trained 
in India out of  which about 400 have been already 
trained.

Hon. Kumar Welgama, Minister of  Transport in his 
remarks praised the work being carried out by IRCON 
and RITES Ltd. He said that the project is of  immense 
benefit and importance to the people of  Sri Lanka.  He 
thanked India for the assistance and support for the 
project. Hon. Mahinda Yapa  Abeywardena, Minister 
of  Agriculture was also appreciative of  India’s 
assistance.

MARCH  2011
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An Evening of  Tagore Songs

High Commission of  India and High Commission of  
Bangladesh jointly organized an evening of  Tagore 
songs (Rabindra Sangeet) on March 28th 2011 at 
Lionel Wendt Theater by renowned artiste Rezwana 
Choudhury Bannya to commemorate the 150th birth 
anniversary of  Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore in Sri 
Lanka. Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Senior Minister for. 
International Monetary Cooperation, Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Dilan Perera,  Minister of  Foreign Employment 
Promotion & Welfare, Sri  Lanka,  Mr. Mohamed 
Mijarul Quayes, Foreign Secretary of   Bangladesh, 
H.E Mr. Mahbub Uz Zaman, High Commissioner of  
Bangladesh and H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High 



Commissioner of  India lighted the traditional lamp to 
inaugurate the evening event which was well attended 
by the lovers of  the Rabindra Sangeet in Sri Lanka. 

Tagore, a poet, music teacher, playwright and visual 
artist, was one of  the major witnesses and protagonists 
of  the beginning of  the industrial era and of  the first 
half  of  the twentieth century. His significant work 
provides us with a philosophical system emblematic of  
Asian civilizations. A contemporary of  Gandhi and 
Nehru, winner of  the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1913, friend of  Einstein and of  many artists and 
scientists, this humanist in search of  the universal is at 

the core of  a galaxy of  
intellectuals and creators 
from Asia and continues, 
moreover, to have an 
impact on the international 
community as a whole. 

Tagore visited Sri Lanka 
thrice and discovered the 
beauty and the elegance of  
the Kandyan dance, raised 

its stature and inspired a renaissance of  Sri Lankan 
culture. Gurudev also laid the foundation of  Sri Palee, 
an Institute modeled on the lines of  Shantiniketan. 
 
A number of  events are on the anvil to commemorate 
the 150th birth anniversary of  Rabindranath Tagore in 
Sri Lanka including release of  a special postal stamp, 
publication of  a commemorative volume including 
articles on Tagore, exhibition of  paintings by Tagore, 
photo- exhibition on Tagore and a film festival of  the 
films based on the stories of  Tagore, etc.

An Evening of  Tagore Songs
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The High Commission of  India 
held a reception (March 30, 2011) 
at Hotel Taj Samudra to celebrate 
the International Students’ Day 
commemorat ing the bir th 
anniversary of  Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the first Education 
Minister of  independent India. Sri Lankan Alumni of  
Indian educational institutions attended the reception 
in large numbers. Minister of  Higher Education, 
Hon’ble S.B. Dissanayake graced the occasion as the 
chief  guest. 

In his remarks Hon. Minister S.B. Dissanayake lauded 
the many achievements of  Maulana Azad highlighting 
his critical role in settling up of  the famed Indian 
Institute of  Technology which has made it possible for 
India to become one of  the leading hubs of  technology 
in the world. The Minister also made a special mention 
of  the close civilizational and educational linkages 
between Sri Lanka and India since many centuries. 

The High Commissioner of  
India Mr.Ashok K. Kantha said 
that the two countries are not 
just friends but relatives and 
underscored that India has 
always believed in sharing her 
achievements with neighboring 
countries specially Sri Lanka. 

This belief  forms the core of  India’s assistance and 
scholarship for the students of  Sri Lanka. On the 
occasion, Mr. Kantha also announced that India is in 
the process of  more than doubling the available 
number of  scholarships as well as adding new 
scholarships for the students of  Sri Lanka. He said that 
the Alumni were a source of  pride to India and an 
invaluable asset in promoting the bilateral relations and 
added that they are virtual ambassadors of  India in Sri 
Lanka.

A short cultural programme was also presented by the 
Indian Cultural Centre on this occasion.

Celebration of  International Students’ Day



9

MARCH  2011

Nav Pratibha – 2011 - a performance by the students of  the 
Indian Cultural Centre

Nav Pratibha – A display of  new 
talents in Indian classical music & 
dance - performances on sitar, 
violin, tabla, Carantic vocal music, 
Hindustani vocal music, Bharatha 
Natyam & Kathak dance recitals 
by the students of  the Indian 
Cultural Centre was held at the Kularathne Hall, Ananda 
College on 31st March.  The event was presided over by 
the Deputy High Commissioner Shri Vikram Misri . 
Managing Director of  the Express newspapers Mr. Kumar 
Nadesan , graced the occasion as the Chief  Guest.
 
The evening started off  with a classical sitar recital in 
which the students trained by Dr. Nirmala Kumari 
Rodrigo presented an item, “Sitar Sandhwani” a 
composition based on raag Kalawathi set to Madhyalaya 
and Drutha Teental.

The classical sitar recital was followed by Hindustani Vocal 
music recital. The students trained by Dr. Premadasa 
Mudunkotuwa sang classical bhajans based on raag Kedar 
and Dadra based on raag Khamaj.

The students trained by Carnatic music maestro Kalasuri 
Arunthathy Sri Ranganathan presented a Keerthanam ”Sri 
Jalanthra” in raag Naatai set to Aathi taal, followed by 
“Shanthi Nilava Vendum” in raag Thilang and concluded 
with a Thillana in raag Thilang.  It was followed by a 

Hindustani Violin recital by the 
students trained by their guru 
Visharadh Somasiri Illesinghe.  They 
presented an item based on raag Misra 

Kafi set to teen taal 

Next was a Tabla recital by the students of  the Centre 
trained by their guru Visharadh S.W.Randoowa.  Many 
aspects of  Tabla  percussion  were displayed by the 
students. A Tabla duet was another performance. 

The instrumental and vocal music recitals were followed by 
dance recitals.   The students trained by Kalasuri Vasugy 
Jegatheeswaran commenced the dance recital with “Kurai 
Ondrum Illai” followed by a dance item for the songs 
“Nandhalala” and “Aaja nachle”.

The  Kathak dance students trained by Ms. Moksha 
Samarasooriya presented a “Tharana”.

There after, there was a Bharatha Natyam dance recital by 
the students trained by their guru Ms. Subashini 
Pathmanathan.  They started with a dance performance 
for the song “Neethani” and concluded with a Thillana.

Shri Kumar Nadesan, Chief  Guest of  the occasion 
felicitate the teachers. 

Shri Anand Sharma, Minister of  Commerce & 

Industry, inaugurated the 1st India-ASEAN Business 

Fair & Business Conclave in New Delhi on 2nd March 

2011. Speaking at the inauguration, Commerce and 

Industry Minister said that by the end of  this year 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

between India and ASEAN will be in place. He said 

that India was committed to larger economic 

integration of  Asia which was a natural process in the 

current global environment. He pointed out that there 

was a willingness among India and ASEAN countries 

to put in place institutional arrangements for taking 

India-ASEAN CEPA by this year End

The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Shri Anand Sharma 
inaugurating the India-ASEAN Business Fair & Business Conclave 2011, 
in New Delhi on March 02, 2011.

ECONOMIC STRIDES
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the cooperation to next levels. He highlighted that 

‘More we engage with each other, our countries will 

seize the opportunities that beacon us all’ and  further 

added that India and ASEAN signed Trade in Goods 

Agreement in 2009 which was implemented by 8 

ASEAN countries so far and the Services and 

Investment Agreement was under negotiation. 

ASEAN Ministers and the Deputy Secretary General 

of  ASEAN were present on the occasion. Federation 

of  Indian Chambers of  Commerce & Industry 

(FICCI) was the lead coordinator of  the event.

India-ASEAN trade reached the target set by the 

Leaders at the 6th India-ASEAN Summit in 2007 at 

Singapore of  US $ 50 billion by 2010. India-ASEAN 

trade in 2010 stood at US $ 50.33 billion with India’s 

exports accounting for US $ 22.52 billion and imports 

accounting for US $ 27.81 billion. India-ASEAN trade 

grew by a healthy 22% over the previous year. 

Commerce and Industry 

Minister said that “With the 

coming into force of  the 

India-ASEAN Trade in 

Goods Agreement, both 

sides were confident that the 

trade target of  US$ 70 billion 

by 2012, up 40 percent from 

$ 50 billion in 2010, would 

also be achieved”.

Speaking on behalf  of  

ASEAN countries, Mr. Dato 

Seri Mustapa Mohamed of  

Malaysia also emphasized 

that ASEAN-India trade in 

Goods Agreement was only just the beginning. He 

said that ‘There were challenges among the way but 

not insurmountable given the strong political 

commitment’. The Minister added that opportunities 

created by the realisation of  the ASEAN economic 

community by 2015 coupled with India’s impressive 

growth will provide the right ingredients for 

synergistic development of  our respective 

economies.

According to global consultancy firm Deloitte, 

India’s free trade agreement (FTA) with ASEAN will 

benefit the 10-nation bloc more, although it will 

provide greater competitive advantage to several 

Indian industries like textiles and pharmaceuticals. 

According to Deloitte’s Senior Director Shanto 

Ghosh “There is going to be benefit for India, but 

asymmetrically ASEAN will benefit more than 

India”. 

India-ASEAN Business Fair was an Exhibition and a 

Business Conclave that brought together 

Policymakers, Business Leaders, Think Tanks, 

Investors, Importers/Exporters and Entrepreneurs 

from India and the 10 ASEAN Countries across a 

wide industry spectrum of  businesses to explore the 

opportunities that the free trade region of  the 11 

countries created by the India-ASEAN Trade in 

Goods Agreement provides. More than 500 

exhibitors had participated in the event. 

MARCH  2011

India-ASEAN CEPA by this year End

The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Shri Anand Sharma with the ASEAN Ministers, at the 
inauguration of  the India-ASEAN Business Fair & Business Conclave 2011, in New Delhi on March 02, 
2011.

The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Shri Anand Sharma along 
with the ASEAN Ministers addressing the Press Conference, at the 
inauguration of  the India-ASEAN Business Fair & Business Conclave 
2011, in New Delhi on March 02, 2011.



The 8th session of  India-South Africa Joint 
Ministerial Commission took place in New 
Delhi on 7th March, 2011. The Minister of  
External Affairs of  India Shri S.M. 
Krishna, together with his South African 
counterpar t  Ms.  Mai te  Nkoana-
Mashabane, Minister of  International 
Relations and Cooperation, co-chaired the 
Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC). 

The Senior Officer’s Meeting was held on 
4th March, 2011. Discussions were held at 
the seven different Sub- Committees in the 
areas of  (i) Political, Defence and Security 
Matters, (ii) Trade, Economic and 
Technical Co-operation, (iii) Communications & 
Information Technology, (iv) Minerals and Energy, 
(v) Arts, Culture, Sport and Recreation, (vi) Human 
Resource Development, and (vii) Consular and 
Immigration Matters. Both sides reviewed the 
implementation of  the existing MOUs/ Agreements 
and the functioning of  the Joint working Groups 
under them and new areas of  cooperation. There was 
satisfaction at the depth and diversity established in 
the India-South African relationship. 

India-South Africa Joint Ministerial Commission

Both sides expressed satisfaction 
that the target set by Prime Minister, 
Dr Manmohan Singh and President 
Jacob Zuma during his visit to India 
in June, 2010 of  bilateral trade of  US 
$ 10 billion by the year 2012 was 
likely to be achieved in the current 
financial year 2010-11. The two 
countries agreed for an early 
f ina l i s a t ion  of  SACU-Ind ia  
Preferential Trade Agreement.

The two sides reaffirmed their intent 
to cooperate at regional and 
multilateral fora including UN, G-77, 

G-20, IOR-ARC, IBSA and BRIC. India welcomed 
South Africa into BRIC, to which it has been recently 
admitted. South Africa also welcomed Indian 
Chairmanship of  IOR-ARC and looked forward to 
work with India at IOR-ARC. Both India and South 
Africa have joined the United Nations Security 
Council as a non-permanent member for the period 
2011-12 and would work together in the Council to 
hasten the process of  reform of  the United Nations 
including reform of  the Security Council. 

March 07, 2011

Exports Grow 49.8% to US $ 23.6 billion in February 2011

India’s exports registered a growth of  49.8% during 
February 2011, at US $ 23.6 billion. During the period 
April-February 2010-11, exports reached a level of  US $ 
208.2 billion at a growth of  31.4% while the imports 
were US $ 305.3 billion with a growth of  18% and a trade 
deficit of  US $ 97.1 billion. India’s imports in February 
2011 were approximately US $ 31.7 billion. Balance of  
trade for the month of  February stood at – 8.1 billion US 
dollar. 

On the export growth, $ 200 billion mark was crossed 
during February and forecast for this fiscal is around $ 
235 billion. Exports from the Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) were doing very well and a huge growth was 

expected from SEZs. During April-February 2011, the 
following sectors have done well viz., engineering, 81% 
($ 52.7 billion); gems & jewellery, 5.4% (26.9 billion); 
POL, 34% ($ 32.9 billion); RMG, 2% ($ 10 billion); 

manmade fabrics, 14% ($ 3.7 billion); cotton yarn, 43% 
($4.9 billion); electronics, 40% ($ 7 billion) plastics, 41% 
($ 4.1 billion); chemicals, 22% ($ 7.5 billion); 
pharmaceuticals, 15% ($ 9.1 billion); carpets, 37% ($ 0.9 
billion); leather, 11% ($ 3.3 billion); and marine 
products, 20% ($ 2.3 billion). Exports of  cotton yarn, 
iron ore and fruits & vegetables were on the negative 
growth because of  ban on exports on these sectors. 

As regards imports during April-February 2011, the 
growth estimates on the following sectors are POL, 
12.5% ($ 88.2 billion); pearls & precious stones, 55% ($ 
22 billion); gold & silver, 13.4% ($ 28.6 billion); 
fertilizers, 6% ($ 6.9 billion); vegetable oils, 18% ($ 6 
billion); machinery, 19% ($ 24.3 billion); electronics, 
5.6% ($ 20.1 billion); organic & inorganic chemicals, 
25% ($ 13.4 billion); coal, 12% ($ 9.2 billion); iron & steel 
29% ($ 9.7 billion); and ores and scrap, 31% ($ 9 billion). 
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India - Brazil Trade  to touch US $ 10 Billion

Mr. Antonio Patriota, Minister of  External Relations, 
Brazil paid an official visit to India and met Shri Anand 
Sharma, Union Minister of  Commerce & Industry on 8th 
March. During the meeting, Minister of  Commerce and 
Industry said that India was desirous to forge stronger 
trade and economic ties with Brazil and further added that 
economic complementarities between the two countries 
would cement the trade and economic relations further 
and help in the inclusive growth of  both the countries. 

Both sides agreed for setting up of  CEOs Forum and 
identified the priority sectors viz., energy, oil, tourism, 
pharma, value-added manufacturing, mining, agro-
processing etc.  The bilateral trade between India and 
Brazil increased to US $ 7.73 billion in 2010 and the two 
Ministers agreed that both the countries could make 
sincere efforts to achieve the target of  having bilateral trade 
of  US $ 10 billion over the next few years and highlighted 
the vast potential for cooperation between the two 
countries viz., SMEs, IT, science & technology, 
engineering, energy, infrastructure, nuclear power etc. 

India's main exports to Brazil are equipments related to 
wind energy, coke of  coal, lignite, naphtha, cotton & 
polyester yarns, medicines & chemicals, vaccines for 
human medicines and aviation fuel. India's main imports 
from Brazil are crude oil, copper sulphates, soya oil, 
asbestos, valves, motor pumps, airplanes, wheat, precious 
& semi-precious stones, etc. Total foreign direct 
investment (FDI) inflows received from Brazil during 
April 2000 to December 2010 were to the tune of  US $ 4.55 
million. Main sectors of  investment from Brazil are plastic 
products, manufacture of  leather products, allopathic 
pharmaceutical preparations, data processing, software 
development and computer consultancy services. 

The Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  Brazil, Mr. Ambassador Antonio De 
Aguiar Patriota meeting the Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Shri 
Anand Sharma, in New Delhi on March 08, 2011.
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Tejas, the country's first indigenously built supersonic 
fighter aircraft, could have a good export market and 
DRDO has already received enquiries for Tejas from 
various countries. The Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
was the star attraction at the recently conducted Aero 
India air show in Bangalore, in which 45 countries 
took part. India is among very few countries in the 
world capable of  producing fighter planes and since 

the production cost, research and development cost 
of  the Tejas is relatively low compared to the other 
fighter aircraft, India in future could consider selling 
Tejas at a lower price. The fighter plane is expected to 
get the Final Operating Clearance in the first quarter 
of  2012. Out of  40 Tejas aircraft ordered by the 
Indian Air Force (IAF), the Hindustan Aeronautical 
Limited (HAL) has already completed production of  
10 and another 20 aircraft would be completed after 
the Final Operating Clearance was given. The cost of  
aircraft, which stood around Rs.130 crore, is 
expected to come down once the HAL started large-
scale production of  Tejas. The country has been 
placed in comfortable position as far as Tejas is 
concerned as it is not depended upon anybody for 
lifecycle support, maintenance cost and others 
because of  the indigenous technology. 

TEJAS

DEFENCE



South Eastern Arabian Sea is a focal point of  
international traffic and the security of  these sea lanes 
in the Arabian Sea is critical to the flow of  global trade. 
In addition to the anti-piracy patrols being sustained 
in the Gulf  of  Aden since Oct 2008, in view of  the 
dangers from pirate mother vessels, the Indian Navy 
and the Coast Guard have been maintaining vigil West 
of  the Lakshadweep Islands in the last four months. 
This has proved effective and piracy incidents in this 
area have seen a 60% decline since December 2010. 

  On 11th March 11, a Naval Dornier while 
responding to a call from MV Vancouver Bridge 
under pirate attack, had located Vega 5 a pirate mother 
vessel in the area. Seeing the naval aircraft, the pirates 
immediately aborted their piracy attempt and the 
mother vessel attempted to escape from the area. 
Whilst Indian Navy Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
continuously tracked the pirate mother vessel Vega 5, 
Indian Naval Ships Khukri ( a missile corvette) and 
Kalpeni (a Water Jet Fast Attack Craft) already 
deployed for anti piracy patrol, were diverted to 
intercept and investigate Vega 5.  On the night of  12th 

March, Indian Naval Ship Kalpeni intercepted a pirate 
mother vessel called Vega 5 in the Arabian sea about 
600 nautical miles west of  India. 13 crew members 
were resuced and 61 pirates were nabbed. Vega 5, a 
Mozambique flagged fishing vessel was hijacked on 
28 December 2010 and has thereafter been used as 
‘mother vessel’ for piracy operations. This vessel had 
been a risk to international shipping for last four 
months and has carried out several attacks. 

Indian Navy had apprehended two pirate mother 
ships on 28 January and 05 February 2011 in the 
Arabian Sea. A total of  43 pirates had been 
apprehended in these incidents. The present 
apprehension of  61 pirates in one incident is the most 
significant success against the pirates so far. The 
manner in which the firm and resolute actions have 
been taken by the Indian Navy demonstrates the 
nation's determination to strengthen safety of  
merchant shipping in the international sea lanes in the 
Arabian Sea with due regard to international 
humanitarian law, even when dealing with a group of  
hardened pirates. 

Anti-Piracy operation by Indian Navy
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Prithvi-II, Dhanush test-fired successfully

In an exercise to further sharpen its missile teeth, 
India successfully test-fired two indigenously 
developed, nuclear capable ballistic missiles, both 

having a strike range of  350 kms, from separate 
locations off  the Orissa coast on 11th March 2011.  

While ‘Dhanush’ was flight tested from a naval ship in 
the Bay of  Bengal at a spot between Paradip and Puri 
at 1005 hours, ‘Prithvi-II’ surface-to-surface ballistic 
missile was test-fired at around 11 hours from a 
mobile launcherat launch complex-3 of  the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur. 

Both the missiles are under production after 
successful completion of  developmental trials and 
have been inducted into the Armed Forces and these 
launches were part of  regular training exercise. A 
similar training exercise, comprising both Dhanush 
and Prithvi-II were successfully conducted in a “salvo 
mode” off  Orissa coast on March 27, 2010. 

Ballistic missile Dhanush during a Republic Day parade in New Delhi. 
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Dhanush, which is also known as the naval version of  
Prithvi, is a liquid-propellant single-stage missile. It 
has a pay load capacity of  500 kg and capable of  
carrying both nuclear as well as conventional 
warheads. The missile can hit both sea and shore-
based targets with pin-point accuracy. It is 10 metres 
long, one metre in diameter and weighs six tonnes. 

Prithvi, the first missile developed under India’s 
prestigious Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP), has proved its robustness and 
accuracy repeatedly during many trials earlier since 
the first trial conducted in 1988.  Prithvi missiles, 
equipped with sophisticated guidance systems, have 
reached the specified targets with very high degree of  
accuracy during its earlier launches. With a length of  
nine metres and a diameter of  one meter, Prithvi-II 
uses an advanced inertial navigation system with 
ability to manoeuvre trajectory. The missile having 
the features to deceive anti-ballistic missile systems, is 
powered by two liquid propellant engines and can 
carry a warhead of  500 kgs 

Prithvi-II, Dhanush test-fired successfully

The Union Cabinet on 15 March 2011 approved to 
establish the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of  Education 
for Peace and Sustainable Development (MGIEP) as 
a Category I Institute of  UNESCO at New Delhi 
which was recommended by the UNESCO Executive 
Board, at its 182nd session held in September, 2009 
and approved by 35th Session of  General Conference 
of  UNESCO in October, 2009.

It will put India into the category of  select countries 
with a Category I Institute of  UNESCO. Currently 
there are eleven Category I Institutes of  UNESCO in 
the world, out of  which 9 are located in the developed 
countries while the remaining two are located in 
developing countries namely, Ethiopia and Venezuela. 
Further it will serve as a platform for India to emerge 
as a global leader from the Asia-Pacific region in the 
areas of  education for Peace and Sustainable 
Development.

The mission of  the Institute will be to strengthen 
educational and knowledge base for promoting 
education for peace and sustainable development 
and to contribute to the peace education and 
sustainable development-related research and 
capacity building needs of  Member States with 
focus on Asia and the Pacific region.

The MGIEP will be managed through an 
Operational Agreement between UNESCO and 
lndia. It will be administered by a 12 member 
Governing Board to approve programme and 
budget of  the Institute and give policy directions. 
The Governing Board shall be assisted by a four- 
member Executive Committee including the 
Chairperson. 

The estimated expenditure for setting up this 
Institute will be Rs.223.68 crore over a period of  
seven years. 

Establishment of  the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of  Education 
for Peace and Sustainable Development (MGIEP) at New Delhi 

INDIA - UN

Dhanush, the Naval variant of  the Prithvi missile, takes off  during its 
successful launch from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Orissa



Census 2011: population pegged at 1.21 billion

Tiger census: Big cats on the rise in India

India’s population is now pegged at 1.21 billion, an 
increase of  more than 181 million in the last 10 years, 
according to the provisional 2011 Census report 
released on 31 March 2011. 

The population comprising 623.7 million males and 
586.5 million females is almost equal to the combined 
population of  the United States, Indonesia, Brazil, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Japan put together. 
The population has increased by more than 181 
million during the decade 2001-2011, the report said. 

The growth rate in 2011 is 17.64 per cent in 
comparison to 21.15 per cent in 2001. 

The 2001-2011 period is the first decade — with 
exception of  1911-1921 — which has actually added 
lesser population compared to the previous decade. 
Among the states and Union territories, Uttar Pradesh 
is the most populous state with 199 million people and 
Lakshadweep the least populated at 64,429. 

The combined population of  Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra is bigger than that of  the U.S.  The 
highest population density is in Delhi’s northeast 
district (37,346 per sq km) while the lowest is in 
Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh (just one per sq 
km). Child sex ratio in 2011 is 914 female against 1,000 
male. 

According to the data, literates constitute 74 per cent 
of  the total population aged seven and above and 
illiterates form 26 per cent. The literacy rate has gone 
up from 64.83 per cent in 2001 to 74.04 per cent in 
2011 showing an increase of  9.21 per cent. 

According to the latest Tiger Census 
released on 24th March 2011, The 
tiger population in India has risen to 
1,706 compared to 1,411 in 2006 -- a 
12 per cent increase that excludes the 
big cats of  Sundarbans,  thanks to 
sustained conservation efforts. The 
All India Tiger Estimation Exercise 
for 2010 was released by Environment 
Minister Jairam Ramesh, who, said 
that "the mid-point range" of  tigers in 
the country is 1706.  The previous 
census in 2006 did not cover 
Sundarbans. 
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April 5-12
Puducherry Blue – An Exhibition of South 
Asian Art

April 8
Film: Mahabharat – India’s 
greatest epic (Hindi) – Volume 
VIII

April 11
Film: Chalte Chalte (In Hindi)
Director: Aziz Mirza

April 19
Film: Koi Mil Gaya (In Hindi)
Director: Rakesh Roshan
Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  
Duration: 3 hrs

Venue & Time: J.D.A. Perera Gallery, , 46, 
Horton Place, Colombo 07
Inauguration: 5th April 2011 at 6.00 p.m.
Exhibition from: 6th April to 12th April 2011 -
11.00 a.m to 7.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  
Duration:3 hrs

Venue & Time: ICC 5.30 p.m.  
Duration: 3 hrs

Indian 
Cultural Centre 

April 25
Book Launch: “Tribute to Rabindranath 
Tagore”
The journal published by the Tagore 
Society of Sri Lanka to commemorate the 
150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore , edited by Dr. Leel Gunasekera. 
The journal consists of multifaceted 
aspects of Tagore’s contribution to culture, 
literature & philosophy.

April 27
Carnatic Vocal Music Recital
Ms. Dhaaranie Rajkumar, Former Assistant 
Lecturer, Ramanathan Academy of Fine 
Arts,University of Jaffna

April 29
Lecture – Sigiriya Revisited
by Prof. T. K. Nimal P. de Silva, Director 
General, Central Cultural Fund of Sri 
Lanka.

Venue & Time: ICC 4.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

The Cultural Calendar  
for the month of April 2011

(Admission to all programmes is free 
and on first come first served basis 

except on 5th April 2011)

The process for applying for visas to visit India has undergone a change. All visa applications will  
now have to be logged  online (with effect from March 25, 2011). The applicant will be required to:

For further information, please visit    www.hcicolombo.org.

The High Commission of India remains committed to ensuring expeditious issue of visas.  

ONLINE APPLICATIION FOR INDIAN VISAS

Log in to  (available 24 x 7)www.indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa

Fill up the application and take a print out

Affix two photographs (2 x 2 inches) in WHITE BACKGROUND ONLY and sign the application 

Submit the application along with passport, supporting documents and requisite fee at 
the Indian Visa \ Application Centre (VFS Global) in Colombo, Kandy, Jaffna or at the 
Consulate General of India at Hambantota*. 

Colombo      -  Residents of Western Province, North-Western Province 
                        (other than Kurunegala Distt), North-Central Province, Eastern Province
Kandy          -  Residents of Central Province, Sabaragamuwa Province, Badulla Distt
                        (Uva Province), and Kurunegala Distt (North Western Province)

Jaffna           -  Residents of Northern Province 

Hambantota – Residents of Southern Province and Monaragala Distt. (Uva Province)

*  Consular 
    jurisdictions:
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Suggestions regarding improvement of  the “SANDESH” may please be addressed to 
Published by High Commission of  India, Colombo

Information Section, High Commission of  India
No. 36 -38, Galle Road, Colombo 03, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-11 2327587, +94-11 2422788-9   
Fax: +94-11-2446403, +94-11 2448166 
E-mail: cpiccolombo@gmail.com
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