
  
M

ay
 2

01
1

150th Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore 



CONTENTS

2

BILATERAL BEAT

High Commission of India
No. 36 -38, Galle Road, Colombo 03, Sri Lanka

Tel: +94-11 2327587, +94-11 2422788-9   
Fax: +94-11-2446403, +94-11 2448166 

E-mail: cpiccolombo@gmail.com
website: www.hcicolombo.org

Assistant High Commission of India
No. 31, Rajapihilla Mawatha, PO Box 47, Kandy, Sri Lanka

Tel: +94 81 2222652    
Fax: +94 81 2232479

E-mail: ahc.kandy@mea.gov.in

Consulate General of India
No. 280, Palaly Road, Jaffna, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-21 2220502, +94-21 2220504, 

+94-21 2220505    Fax: +94-21 2220503
E-mail: cg-jaffna@mea.gov.in

Consulate General of India
No. 103, New Road, Hambantota, Sri Lanka

Tel: +94-47 2222500, +94-47 2222503
Fax: +94-47 2222501

E-mail: cg.hambantota@mea.gov.in

Cover Page:  

ECONOMIC STRIDES

CULTURE

VISITS

Prime Minister’s visit to Ethiopia and Tanzania 3

The new initiatives announced by Prime Minister                 
during the 2nd Africa-India Forum Summit 4

Trading a new route 4

Prime Minister’s visit to Afghanistan  6

Additional assistance to Afghanistan announced                         
by Prime Minister during his visit to Afghanistan 6

The Kabul Game

7

Joint Press Statement issued on the occasion                               
of  the visit of  Hon′ble Minister of  External Affairs                    
of  Sri Lanka to India 9

Fifth Rail Bus provided by Government of  India                         
at Galoya Railway station 10

Participation in the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi 11

Indian Education Fair 2011 12

Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore‘s                                   
150th birth Anniversary celebrations in Sri Lanka 12

MoU on Bilateral Air Services between                                    
India and Sri Lanka Signed 14

EVENTS BY CONSULATES 14

India’s GDP could top $30 trillion by 2030 -                     
Standard Chartered Bank Report 15

 

The Cultural Calendar for the month of  June 2011 16

First Day Cover of  a Special Postal Stamp released                     
by the Government of  Sri Lanka to Commemorate                
150th Birth Anniversary of  Rabindranath Tagore                        
on 7th May 16

“Nirvana - the life of Gautam Buddha” - An Odissi Ballet 
by a Troupe Sponsored by ICCR at
BMICH during Sambuddhatva Jayanthi Celebration
  

Rabindranath Tagore- portrait of a woman

 May  2011



Prime Minister’s visit to Ethiopia and Tanzania

H o n’ b l e  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r ,  D r .  
Manmohan Singh, 
visited Ethiopia on 
May 23-26, 2011 to 
participate in the 
Second Africa-India 
Forum Summit held 
on May 24-25, 2011 
at Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia), the seat 

of  the African Union. Following the Summit, the 
Prime Minister paid a bilateral visit to Ethiopia on 
May 25-26, the first ever visit by an Indian Prime 
Minister to Ethiopia.  After visiting Ethiopia, the 
Prime Minister paid a bilateral visit to Tanzania on 
May 26-28, 2011.  It was also the first Head of  
Government visit from a non-African country 
after President Jakaya Kikwete assumed his second 
term (following the general elections in 2010). For 
India, Tanzania is an important partner in Africa 
and Tanzania was the co-Chair of  the First Africa-
India Forum Summit.  India-Tanzania trade was 
over US$ 1.1 billion in 2010. India is the second 
largest investor in Tanzania with total cumulative 
investments of  US$ 1.3 billion (till 2009). 

The India-Africa historic relationship, which is 

rooted in the struggle against colonialism and 
apartheid, has evolved into a multifaceted 
engagement. India’s relations with Africa are at the 
bilateral, regional and continental levels.  This 
comprehensive paradigm of  cooperation is 

premised on Africa’s 
own aspirations for 
developing regional 
and Pan-African 
inst i tut ions and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  
programmes. India’s 
cooperation and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  
partnerships with 

African countries cover, amongst others, the fields 
of  human resources and institutional capacity 
building and education, science & technology, 
agricultural productivity 
and  food  secur i t y,  
i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  
i n c l u d i n g  s m a l l  &  
medium enterprises and 
minerals, development in 
t h e  h e a l t h  s e c t o r ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
infrastructure and ICT. 

VISITS

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, visited Ethiopia on May 23-26, 2011 to participate in the Second Africa-India 
Forum Summit held on May 24-25, 2011 at Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)

PM with Dr. Jean Ping, Chairperson, 
AU Commission at Addis Ababa 
(23 May 2011)

PM meeting with Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia Mr. Meles Zenawi at Addis 
Ababa (23 May 2011)

PM with President of Tanzania 
Mr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete at 
Dar es Salaam (27 May 2011)
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The new initiatives announced by Prime Minister 
during the 2nd Africa-India Forum Summit

• US dollars 5 billion for the next three years 
under  lines of  credit to help Africa achieve 
its  developmental goals;

• Additional US$ 700 million to establish new 
institutions and training programmes in 
consultation with the African Union and its 
institutions;

• Support to the development of  a new Ethio-
Djibouti Railway line to the tune of  US$  300 
million;

• Proposal to establish an India-Africa Virtual 
University and 10,000 new scholarships to 
African Students after its establishment;

• Substat ia l  increase in number of  
scholarships and training slots for African 
students and experts, including under ITEC 
programme and commitment for the next 
three years to be more than 22,000

• Proposal to establish the following new 
institutions at the pan African level: 

(i) An India-Africa Food Processing 
Cluster –to contribute to value-addition 
and the creation of  regional and export 

markets; 
(ii) An India-Africa Integrated Textiles 

Cluster – to support the cotton industry 
and its processing and conversion into 
high value products; 

(iii) An India-Africa Centre for Medium 
Range Weather Forecasting – to harness 
satellite technology for the agriculture 
and fisheries sectors as well as to 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  d i s a s t e r  
preparedness and management of  
natural resources; 

(iv) An India-Africa University for Life and 
Earth Sciences

(v) An India-Africa Institute of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development.

• Increase in access of  African Airlines to 
Indian cities in a significant manner over the 
next three years

• US$ 2 million as India’s contribution for the 
African Union Mission in Somalia

• Proposal to establish India-Africa Business 
Council

Trading a new route

During Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to 
Addis Ababa, a leading Ethiopian newspaper 
prominently published a picture of  Mahatma 
Gandhi with his quotation saying, “The commerce 
between India and Africa will be of  ideas and 
services, not manufactured goods against raw 
materials after the fashion of  Western exploiters.”  
 
What Gandhi said decades ago is being adopted as 
a leitmotif  of  India’s foreign policy for the African 
continent, widely seen as the biggest driver of  
global growth in the decades ahead. While 
addressing the second India-Africa Forum Summit 
at Addis Ababa, Manmohan Singh clearly 
emphasized, “Africa possesses all the pre-requisites 
to become a major growth pole in the world. India-

Africa partnership is unique and owes its origins to 
history and our common struggles against 
colonialism, apartheid, poverty, disease.”  
 
Clearly, India is trying to position itself  in the 
African continent as an equal partner with 
immense soft power as opposed to China, which 
pursues a more instrumental relationship based on 
pure commerce and exploitation of  natural 
resources. India will have to work very hard at this 
brand differentiation. It is not an easy act to follow.  
 
For it is also a fact that fast growing emerging 
economies like China and India are trying to access 
precious resources like oil and metals around the 
world to secure their future growth. Only China is 
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going about its task of  securing resources far more 
aggressively, creating a scare among other nations.  
 
The “Western exploiter” of  raw materials in 
Gandhi’s imagination could well be substituted by a 
non-Western entity like China or even India. The 
West is already peddling this narrative. Indeed, 
there is a growing perception among the 
intelligentsia in many resource-rich African nations 
that China is too focused on grabbing natural 
resources. Of  course, the Chinese are also 
funneling huge amounts of  money in critical 
infrastructure like airports, roads and bridges in 
Africa.  
 
Karl Marx had said more than a century ago that 
global capital will naturally go to every nook and 
corner of  the world to seek potential surpluses. He 
had further argued that this process gathers 
momentum when the developed world reaches a 
saturation point in productivity growth. Today that 
is what is happening in Africa. The only difference 
is that a large portion of  cumulative foreign 
investment in Africa in recent years is from other 
emerging market economies rather than from the 
developed world.  
 
India has realized that it needs to work more 
aggressively on differentiating its brand image in 
Africa. The idea is to use soft power to enhance 
trade and investment with Africa in a big way. The 
Indian government will play a focused role in 
enhancing institutional capacity in the area of  trade, 
markets and education so that long-term linkages 
are established with African peoples.  
 
African scholars are agreed that India is a more 
natural partner for Africa to effect a South-South 
cooperation in an open trade and market 
architecture. In this context, Jakkie Cilliers, a South 
African scholar and professor at Pretoria 
University, said: “African development would; in 
fact, look much like that of  India and that it is 
towards Delhi that Africans should be looking if  
they wish to picture their most likely path(s) to 
development.”  
 
The allusion here is to the fact that many African 
nations are seeing a period of  rapid capitalist 

development simultaneously with democracy 
taking roots. A study shows in the 1980s there were 
only three democracies in sub-Saharan Africa. In 
1996, the number had risen to 20 and in 2006 to 26. 
The last decade-and-a-half  has also seen the 
highest per capita GDP growth rates in the 
emerging economies of  sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
African scholars therefore believe that the 
simultaneous rise in democracy and market-led 
growth would make Africa and India natural 
partners. This is quite visible in the way strong 
Indian consumer brands have made a big foray into 
Africa. Consumer brands create an emotional 
connect with the people as they impact everyday 
life. Imagine the impact a Unilever brand like 
“Dalda” had on Indian lives through the 1970s and 
1980s. Dalda became a generic name as a cooking 
medium for millions of  Indian households.  So 
Indian consumer brands like Bharti Airtel, Tata 
Motors, Mahindra Jeep, Maruti are already creating 
a similar impact in African markets. The editor of  a 
Tanzanian newspaper told me how he was waiting 
for the launch of  the Nano in Africa. Consumer 
brands can be seen as an extension of  “soft power” 
which political scientist Joseph Nye broadly 
defined as a nation’s ability to attract and persuade 
rather than coerce. In this respect, India certainly 
has an advantage over China which does not have 
strong private sector brands in the consumer space, 
except perhaps in electronics.  
 
According to Nye, “The soft power of  a country 
rests primarily on: its political values when it lives 
up to them at home and abroad; its foreign policies 
when they are seen as legitimate and having moral 
authority.”  
 
So India can differentiate itself  from others if  the 
government does its job of  partnering with Africa 
in institutional capacity building in various spheres 
and the private sector takes the lead in creating new 
markets for goods and services on a sustained basis. 
Another unique advantage India has is that about 
20,000 students from Africa study in Indian 
universities every year. This number must be 
increased four times in the coming years. This will 
create a more lasting impact in the minds of  
African youth about India than anything else.  
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At the invitation of  His Excellency Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of  the 
Islamic Republic of  Afghanistan, His Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
Prime Minister of  India, paid an official visit to the Islamic Republic of  
Afghanistan on 12th May 2011. During the visit, H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh 
held detailed discussions with H.E. President Hamid Karzai on a wide range 
of  bilateral, regional and international issues of  mutual interest. Hon’ble 
Prime Minister also addressed the Joint Session of  the Parliament of  
Afghanistan. Reaffirming their commitment to the purposes and principles 
of  the United Nations Charter, India and Afghanistan decided to establish a 
Strategic Partnership covering all areas of  mutual interest. The two sides 
affirmed that their Strategic Partnership was not directed against any other 
State or group of  States

Prime Minister’s visit to Afghanistan  

PM with President of  Afghanistan Mr. Hamid 
Karzai at Kabul, 12 May 2011

Prime Minister inspecting Guard of Honour at Kabul, 12 May 2011 The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh addressing the Joint 
Session of the Parliament of Afghanistan, in Kabul on May 13, 2011.

Additional assistance to Afghanistan announced by 
Prime Minister during his visit to Afghanistan

India’s  exist ing commitments to the 
reconstruction and development of  Afghanistan 
involve a financial outlay of  close to US $ 1.5 
billion. A fresh package of  US $ 500 million was 
announced during the visit of  Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh to Afghanistan. The following 
are the aid commitments made during the visit:

A fresh commitment of  US $ 100 million 
for the third phase of  India’s programme 
of  Small Development Projects, over and 
above the previous pledge of  US$ 20 
million;
Donation of  1000 buses for the Kabul and 
other municipalities with provision for 
maintenance support, training and 
infrastructure;
A medical package consisting of  the 

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

treatment of  Afghan patients in select 
disciplines and hospitals in India over the 
next three years to be implemented 
through the Afghan Ministry of  Public 
Health; the rehabilitation and professional 
up-gradation of  the National Malaria and 
Leishmaniasis Centre of  Afghanistan; and 
the upgradation of  the Indira Gandhi 
Institute of  Child Health, including the 
neo-natal and maternal care unit;
Upg radat ion of  the ag r icul tura l  
department at the Kabul University to an 
agricultural university and providing 
scholarships for the study of  agricultural 
sciences;
Donation of  500 tractors for Afghan 
farmers; Provision of  seeds and other 
assistance for the agricultural sector;

(iv)

(v)
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The Kabul Game

In foreign policy, as in domestic politics, timing 

matters a great deal. Prime Minister Manmohan 

Singh’s visit to Afghanistan could not have come at 

a more opportune moment. The killing of  Osama 

bin Laden has concentrated the international 

community’s attention on the Afghanistan-

Pakistan theatre as few developments could have. 
 
As the Afghan government and the various 

international actors prepare for the much-awaited 

“endgame”, the visit afforded India an opportunity 

to clarify its own interests, goals and strategy. These 

will need to be fine-tuned as the situation unfolds, 

but the basic markers of  Indian policy in 

Afghanistan have been laid down. 
 
Since the overthrow of  the Taliban regime in 2001, 

India has sought to carve out for itself  a distinctive 

space in Afghanistan. The emphasis in Indian 

policy has been on cultivating strong political ties 

with Kabul and on reaching out to the people of  

Afghanistan. The principal — but not the sole — 

instrument deployed by India in pursuit of  these 

objectives has been economic and developmental 

assistance. India has emerged as the largest non-

traditional donor to Afghanistan and has already 

extended aid to the tune of  $1.6 billion. Much of  

this aid went towards the reconstruction of  

infrastructure (especially roads and electricity), 

health, education and community development 

projects. Successive opinion polls and surveys have 

shown that the Indian effort is viewed positively by 

an overwhelming majority of  the people. 

Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai has remarked 

more than once that India provides “emotional 

strategic depth” to the Afghan people. 
 
It is not surprising; therefore, that Dr Singh 

announced an acceleration of  India’s efforts in this 

direction. He has pledged an addition $500 million 

for developmental activities. The focus will be on 

increasing our contribution in the areas of  health, 

education, transportation, agriculture and small 

developmental projects. Further, India will also 

scale up its assistance in building the capacity of  the 

Afghan state at various levels. Equally significant is 

the decision to embark on a “comprehensive 

economic partnership”. These, together with New 

Delhi’s willingness to participate in the 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 

pipeline project, underline the new instruments of  

statecraft that a rising India is capable of  

employing. 

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

The early finalization of  a US$ 50 million 
Buyers Credit Line to promote exports and 
attract Indian business to Afghanistan;
A grant of  US $ 10 million for preservation 
and revival of  Afghanistan’s archaeological 
and cultural heritage and cultural 
exchanges;
A grant of  US $ 4 million to the 
Government of  Afghanistan for the 
restoration of  the historic Stor Palace in 
Kabul;
Assistance in setting up an Afghan 
Institute of  Mining;
An enhancement  o f  our  ICCR 
scholarships for students from 675 to 1000 

with a special focus on encouraging 
women students to avail of  the additional 
slots;
Assistance in setting up of  a computer 
laboratory at Habibia School;
Supporting the Second Phase of  the 
Confederation of  Indian Industry (CII) 
Skills Development Programme for 
providing vocational training to Afghan 
nationals;
Establishment of  a Jawaharlal Nehru Chair 
of  Indian Studies at Kabul University;
Reiterating the commitment to donate 
250,000 tonnes of  wheat to Afghanistan to 
meet its requirements this year. 

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)
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On the political front, India has focused on 

building links with the elected government of  

Afghanistan. After 2001, New Delhi has sought to 

shed its image as solely a patron of  the non-

Pashtun groups that had opposed the Taliban (the 

so-called Northern Alliance). It has not only built 

close ties with the Karzai government, but has 

urged the other non-Taliban groups to work with 

Mr. Karzai. It is no coincidence that many of  

India’s developmental projects have been 

undertaken in the Pashtun-dominated areas. 

Indeed, India has systematically sought to refurbish 

its standing amongst the Pashtuns as well as other 

ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Similarly, India has 

sought to steer clear of  the Western coalition in 

Afghanistan and has focused on interacting directly 

with the ministries in Kabul and in the provinces. 
 
In the last couple of  years, though, questions were 

raised about India’s willingness to stick on in 

Afghanistan. Not only was the insurgency 

gathering strength, but Indian installations were 

directly targeted. Further, the United States seemed 

to sympathise with Pakistan’s demand that India 

keep a low-profile in Afghanistan. Gen. Stanley 

McChrystal, former commander of  US forces in 

Afghanistan, famously warned of  Pakistani 

counter-measures against India. Dr Singh’s visit has 

reaffirmed India’s commitment to Afghanistan. Dr 

Singh rightly emphasised the bilateral dimension 

of  this relationship and refused to accord excessive 

importance to the Pakistan angle. 
 
This approach is realistic. India has some key and 

irreducible interests in Afghanistan, but these 

interests should not be overstated. Unlike Pakistan, 

we do not share a border with Afghanistan. The 

notion that India and Pakistan are in a zero-sum 

game in Afghanistan is not merely erroneous, but 

problematic too. By unnecessarily magnifying our 

interests, we at once risk strategic overreach and 

setting ourselves up for failure. Fortunately, the 

Indian government’s appreciation of  its interests is 

more subtle than that of  its critics who routinely 

present Afghanistan as a “test case” for an 

emerging India. 

 
In line with this assessment of  its interests, the 

Indian government has also recalibrated its 

position on two key issues. The first relates to the 

process of  reconciliation with elements of  the 

Taliban. Dr. Singh explicitly stated that India 

“welcomes and supports” the Karzai government’s 

efforts in this direction. In the past, New Delhi has 

spoken out against attempts to distinguish between 

“good” and “bad” Taliban, so indicating its unease 

with the reconciliation process. But it is now clear 

that these efforts will go on. Indeed, there are 

multiple tracks through which attempts are being 

made to reach out to the various Taliban groups. 

India has done well to modify its earlier position 

and come out in support of  Mr. Karzai’s plans. To 

be sure, the reconciliation process will give Pakistan 

renewed importance. But there is little India can do 

apart from impressing upon Mr Karzai the need to 

stick to the red lines drawn by his own government, 

that is, the insurgents should be willing to forsake 

violence and abide by the Afghan Constitution. 
 
The second issue pertains to security. Dr. Singh 

observed that India was willing to extend its 

support for Kabul’s efforts in this area. Such 

assistance, it appears, will mostly take the form of  

police training. Strengthening the police is critical 

to preparing the Afghan state to assume 

responsibility for counterinsurgency operations in 

the months and years ahead. But it is equally 

important that New Delhi keeps an eye on the 

performance of  the Afghan Army. On paper its 

numbers have increased considerable. But its 

effectiveness remains to be tested. The drawdown 

of  Western troops in Afghanistan is inevitable. But 

this does not portend a return to the 1990s, when 

India became a marginal player in Afghanistan. 
 
A strong political and economic presence coupled 

with focused security sector assistance seems the 

appropriate strategy. Those demanding a muscular 

military presence in Afghanistan would do well to 

recall Talleyrand’s dictum: Above all, no excessive 

zeal. 
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Joint Press Statement issued on the occasion of the visit of 
Hon′ble Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka to India

Tamil parties. A devolution package, building upon 
the 13th Amendment, would contribute towards 
creating the necessary conditions for such 
reconciliation. 

The Minister of  External Affairs of  Sri Lanka 
reiterated the commitment of  his Government to 
continue to address issues related to resettlement 
and reconciliation in a focused and progressive 
manner. In this regard the Minister of  External 
Affairs of  Sri Lanka referred to the work of  the 
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission 
(LLRC) and set out the steps taken by the Inter-
Agency Advisory Committee (IAAC) chaired by 
the Attorney General in implementing the Interim 
Recommendations of  the LLRC in relation to 
detention, law and order, administration and 
language issues and socio-economic and livelihood 
issues. In response, The External Affairs Minister 
of  India urged the expeditious implementation of  
measures by the Government of  Sri Lanka, to 
ensure resettlement and genuine reconciliation, 
including early return of  Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) to their respective homes, early 
wi thdrawal  of  emergency  regu la t ions,  
investigations into allegations of  human rights 
violations, restoration of  normalcy in affected 
areas and redress of  humanitarian concerns of  
affected families.

The External Affairs Minister of  Sri Lanka 
expressed appreciation of  the humanitarian and 
other assistance including demining and livelihood 
support measures extended by the Government of  
India for early relief  and resettlement of  IDPs. In 
this context, both sides noted that forward 
movement had taken place towards construction 
of  houses for IDPs and other infrastructure 
development projects, including rehabilitation of  
Kankesanthurai harbour, rehabilitation of  Palaly 
Airport, repair and construction of  hospital and 
schools, setting up of  Vocational Training Centres, 
construction of  the Cultural Centre in Jaffna, 
restoration of  railway lines and restoration of  the 
Duraiappah stadium in Jaffna. 

Expressing satisfaction at the progress of  work on 

The Minister of  External Affairs of  the 
Government of  Sri Lanka, Prof. G L Peiris visited 
India from 15-17 May, 2011.

During his visit, the External Affairs Minister of  
Sri Lanka called on Dr Manmohan Singh, Prime 
Minister of  India and met with Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee, Finance Minister, Shri S M Krishna, 
External Affairs Minister and Shri Shivshankar 
Menon, National Security Advisor. Smt Nirupama 
Rao, Foreign Secretary, called on the visiting 
dignitary. 

Delegation-level talks, led by the two External 
Affairs Ministers, were held on May 16, 2011. The 
two sides reviewed the entire gamut of  bilateral 
relations. They assessed the developments that had 
taken place since the visit of  the President of  Sri 
Lanka to India in June, 2010 and the bilateral Joint 
Commission meeting at the level of  the Ministers 
of  External Affairs held in Colombo in November, 
2010. Issues relating to regional and international 
issues of  common concern were also discussed. 

Both sides agreed that the end of  armed conflict in 
Sri Lanka created a historic opportunity to address 
all outstanding issues in a spirit of  understanding 
and mutual accommodation imbued with political 
vision to work towards genuine national 
reconciliation. In this context, the External Affairs 
Minister of  Sri Lanka affirmed his Government’s 
commitment to ensuring expeditious and concrete 
progress in the ongoing dialogue between the 
Government of  Sri Lanka and representatives of  

The Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka, Professor, G.L. 
Peiris calls on the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, in New 
Delhi on May 17, 2011.

BILATERAL BEAT
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various railway projects in Sri Lanka undertaken 
with India’s assistance, both sides agreed to 
facilitate the work for their timely completion. In 
keeping with the understanding contained in the 
Joint Declaration of  June 9, 2010, both sides agreed 
to the early conclusion of  Agreements related to 
the Joint Venture Thermal Power Project between 
NTPC and CEB at Sampur, Trincomalee; 
finalisation of  remaining agreements including 
reconstruction of  the Palali-KKS railway line, 
establishment of  a new signalling and 
telecommunication system and procurement of  
rolling stock from India; and to continue ongoing 
dialogue for early finalisation of  a Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 
Progress on the feasibility study for the 
interconnection of  India Sri Lanka electricity grids 
was reviewed. It was also agreed to enhance 
cooperation in the energy sector and to promote 
dialogue on security and defence issues of  
relevance to the bilateral relationship. 

Reviewing the outcome of  the Joint Working 
Group meeting on Fisheries held in New Delhi on 
28-29 March, 2011, both sides agreed that the use 
of  force could not be justified under any 
circumstances and that all fishermen should be 
treated in a humane manner. The Indian side 

conveyed that the incidents of  continued violence 
against Indian fishermen in the vicinity of  Sri 
Lanka were of  serious concern. In this context, 
both sides noted that the Joint Statement on 
Fishing Arrangements of  26th October 2008 had 
led to a decrease in violent incidents. Furthermore, 
the two sides emphasised the importance of  an 
early conclusion of  the draft Memorandum of  
Understanding on Development and Cooperation 
in the field of  Fisheries between India and Sri 
Lanka. 

Both sides reiterated their commitment to promote 
cultural and people-to-people contacts and 
enhance connectivity including through early 
operationalisation of  the ferry services between 
Tuticorin and Colombo and Rameswaram and 
Talaimannar. The two sides also agreed to 
encourage two-way flow of  investments including 
in the development of  ports and ports related 
services in Sri Lanka.

Both countries agreed on the need for reform of  
the UN Security Council.

Sri Lanka reiterated its strong support for India’s 
legitimate claim for permanent membership in an 
expanded UN Security Council.

Fifth Rail Bus provided by Government of India at 
Galoya Railway station 

Government of  India had undertaken to supply five 
rail buses for the Eastern Province. Four such rail 
buses are already running between Trincomalee and 
Batticaloa since last year and Sri Lanka Railways 
organized a flagging off  ceremony for the fifth rail 
bus  at Galoya Railway station on 26 May, 2011. The 
complete project was funded under Government of  
India grant assistance of  about 65.8 million SLR. 

The flagging off  ceremony was attended by Hon. 
Kumar Welgama, Minister of  Transport, Hon. 
Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan, Chief  Minister of  
Eastern Province and officials from Sri Lanka 
Railways and Eastern Province. 

In his message on this occasion, H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha High Commissioner of  India said that the 
project has been successfully completed in 
partnership with Ministry of  Transport & Sri Lanka 
Railways. He said that the project was very 
important for the Eastern Province and the rail-
buses will provide connectivity to the people and 
facilitate their travel between Trincomalee and 
Batticaloa. He reiterated the commitment of  
Government of  India to work with the 
Government of  Sri Lanka towards the 
consolidation of  peace, prosperity and 
development in Sri Lanka and for the further 
enrichment of  bilateral ties.
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had inaugurated the International Buddhist 
Conference at Sri Lanka International Buddhist 
Academy (SIBA), Kandy, which was also organized 
by the Indian Council for Cultural relations (ICCR) 
as part of  the joint commemoration by India and Sri 
Lanka of  the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi. The other 
activities being undertaken by India to 
commemorate the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi 
celebrations include an exposition of  the 
Kapilvastu Relics in Sri Lanka later this year, setting 
up of  an Indian Gallery at the International 
Buddhist Museum in Kandy and installation of  a 16 
feet high idol of  Lord Buddha in the Sarnath style 
from the Gupta Period at the entrance of  the 
International Buddhist Museum Complex in Sri 
Dalada Maligawa in Kandy.

As a part of  the activities being undertaken by India 
to commemorate the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi an 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 
sponsored Odissi Dance troupe  presented a recital 
“Nirvana- the life of  Gautam Budha” at the 
BMICH Exhibition Centre, Colombo from 18-21 
May 2011.

Hon’able Chamal Rajapaksa, Speaker of  the 
Partliament was the Chief  Guest during the 18th 
May performance.   The troupe also performed at 
Kandy and Kegalle.

A photographic exhibition sponsored by Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations “Buddhism in India” 
by renowned photographer Sondeep Shankar was 
also  displayed at the BMICH Exhibition Centre 
form 18-22 May 2011. India’s contribution to the 
Sambuddhatva Jayanthi celebrations also included 
screening of  a film “Gautam Buddha” by famous 
Director Bimal Roy and screening of  
documentaries “The Oneness of  Creation”, “The 
Path of  Compassion”, “The Land of  Buddha” and 
“Path of  Buddha” at the BMICH and Independence 
Square.

On March 20, H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President 
of  the Democratic Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka 

Participation in the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi

“Nirvana - the life of Gautam Buddha” presented by ICCR troupe at BMICH
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The first ever Indian Education Fair 2011 was 
organised by EdCIL India in Sri Lanka from 13-15 
May, 2011 at BMICH.  The Fair was inaugurated by 
Chief  Guest Minister of  Higher Education, 
Hon’able S.B. Dissanayake and Guest of  Honour 
H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of  
India. In his remarks, Minister S. B. Dissanayke, 
highlighted the number of  Sri Lankan students 
studying in Indian educational institutions in 
various subjects such as Medicine, Engineering and 
Arts and underlined that the Indian higher 
educational institutions provided important 
opportunities to the Sri Lankan student especially 

in light of  the fact that only about 22,000 out of  
150,000 students manage to get enrolled in the Sri 
Lankan Higher education system. In his remarks, 
High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha underlined 
that India has been one of  the preferred 
destinations for Sri Lankan students to pursue 
higher education and the Fair encouraged students 
of  Sri Lanka to explore India as an option providing 
world class education at a fraction of  the cost 
compared with Western countries.  With over 500 
universities and more than 20,000 colleges spread 
across the country, the available choice is perhaps 
the largest.

EdCIL – Indian Education Fair 2011 was organized 
as a ‘single country show’ with a large participation 
of  direct representatives from more than 30 
associated Indian Institutions and was supported by 
the High Commission of  India. The exhibition also 
gave an opportunity to the students from the North 
and East as the second-leg of  EdCIL – Indian 
Education Fair 2011 was held in Jaffna on 17-18 
May. 

Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore‘s 150th birth 
Anniversary celebrations in Sri Lanka

Commemoration of  the 150th birth Anniversary 
of  Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore in Sri 
Lanka was marked by release of  a special postal 
stamp in the denomination of  Rupees 5 and a First 
Day Cover by Government of  Sri Lanka and of  a 

Commemorative Volume “Remembering 
Rabindranath Tagore” published by University of  
Colombo on Saturday, 7th May 2011. 

 Releasing the stamp at a function held in Colombo, 
which was presided over by H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, 
High Commissioner of  India to Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Hemasiri Fernando, Secretary, Ministry of  Postal 
Services of  the Government of  Sri Lanka said that 
release of  the special stamp was the most 
appropriate manner in which Sri Lanka could have 
paid homage to this great personality who played 
an instrumental role in the cultural renaissance 
within Sri Lanka.

 The first copy of  the volume “Remembering 
Rabindranath Tagore” published by the University 

Indian Education Fair 2011
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of  Colombo with the support of  India-Sri Lanka 
Foundation was presented by Mr. Wimal 
Rubasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of  Cultural Affairs 
and Arts of  the Government of  Sri Lanka to the 
Vice-Chancellor, University of  Colombo.

In his message to the Commemoration Volume 
published to mark the 150th birth anniversary of  
Rabindranath Tagore, H.E. the President of  the 
Democratic Socialist  Republic of  Sri Lanka wrote 
that “Tagore inspired many Sri Lankans to develop 
and appreciate our own traditions of  music and 
song and that Tagore also had a great influence on 
Ananda Samarakoon, who wrote and composed 
our own National Anthem”. H.E. the President of  
Sri Lanka commended the initiatives of  University 
of  Colombo in collaboration with the High 
Commission of  India and the Indian Cultural 
Centre for organizing series of  activities to 
remember and honour this great Asian who 
reshaped and influenced thinking in our region and 
the world .

In his address at the event, High Commissioner 
thanked the Government of  Sri Lanka for releasing 
a special postal stamp on this occasion. He said that 
this was a befitting homage to a towering 
personality who straddled the world of  literature, 
art, music and intellectual discourse and 
contributed in a very meaningful manner to the 
cultural renaissance of  India, Sri Lanka and other 
countries of  Asia. High Commissioner recalled 
Tagore’s strong association with Sri Lanka, which 
he had visited thrice in 1922, 1928 and 1934. He 

also noted Tagore's association with the Sri Palee 
Campus at Horana, whose foundation stone he had 
laid at the invitation of  Wilmut Perera. High 
Commissioner announced that “Shap Mochan”, 
the play staged by Tagore during his 1934 visit, 
would be re-staged in Sri Lanka in November this 
year by famous Manipuri dancer Bimbavati Devi 
and her 21- member troupe.

High Commissioner especially thanked His 
Excellency the President of  the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka for sending his 
message for the Commemorative Volume 
“Remembering Rabindranath Tagore”.

 Other events planned by the High Commission of  
India during the year to commemorate 150th Birth 
Anniversary of  Tagore in Sri Lanka include a 
festival of  films based on the novels and stories of  
Tagore and  an essay competition in Sinhala, 
English and Tamil on Tagore for undergraduate 
students in the universities in Sri Lanka. The High 
Commission of  India and Ministry of  Cultural 
Affairs and Arts also agreed to organize later this 
year research by scholars on the three visits of  
Tagore to Sri Lanka in 1922, 1928 and 1934 and the 
impact of  Tagore’s visit in the cultural renaissance 
within Sri Lanka.

The special event organized to commemorate the 
150th birth anniversary of  Gurudev Tagore in Sri 
Lanka concluded with musical tribute to Gurudev 
Tagore in form of  beautiful rendition of  Rabindra 
Sangeet by Amar-Daya Foundation. 

In presence of High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha, Mr. Wimal 
Rubasinghe, Secretary Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Arts 
presenting the first copy of the Commemorative Volume 
“Remembering Rabindranath Tagore” to Vice Chancellor, 
University of Colombo

Mr. Hemasiri Fernando, Secretary Ministry of Postal Services 
presenting to High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha a special postal 
stamp and First Day Cover released by the Government of Sri 
Lanka to commemorate 150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore
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India and Sri Lanka signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) on Bilateral Air Services on 
26 May, 2011 in New Delhi.  It contains revisions to 
the original Bilateral Air Services Agreement that 
was signed between the two countries on 21 
December 1948.  At present the Sri Lankan Airlines 
operates 98 weekly flights to various destinations in 
India and the Sri Lanka’s budget carrier Mihin Lanka 
Airlines operates seasonal flights to Varanasi and 

Gaya for the benefit of  the Sri Lankan pilgrims 
visiting Buddhist sites in India. A number of  Indian 
carriers too operate to Sri Lanka from various 
destinations in India.  With the signing of  this 
MOU, both Sri Lankan and Indian carriers will be 
able to operate more flights between Indian 
destinations and Colombo, thus enhancing 
connectivity between the two countries.

MoU on Bilateral Air Services between 
India and Sri Lanka Signed

Tata Motors Ltd of  India, launched the Tata Nano 
in the Sri Lankan market on 28 May, 2011 at the Sri 
Lanka Exhibition and Convention Centre.  Tata 
Motors also launched five new commercial vehicles- 
the Tata Divo coach, the Tata Marcopolo bus,  Tata 
Prima LPS 4928 Cargo truck, Tata LPT 1618 truck 

and the Tata Super Ace .  Tata Motors Ltd, the first 
Indian motoring giant to be listed on the floor of  the 
New York Stock Exchange, is intensive on its 
growth prospects in Sri Lanka in the post-war era.  
TATA already has 10,000 buses and over 70,000 
vehicles in Sri Lanka.”

Tata launches Nano in Sri Lanka

Prof. Vasanthi Arasaratinam, Vice Chancellor, University of 
Jaffna inaugurating the first ever Indian Education Fair in 
Jaffna on 17 May, 2011.  Also seen are Hon’ble Douglas 
Devananda and Consul General V. Mahalingam.

Lighting of the Lamp by Mr.Mahipal Herath, Chief Minister of 
Sabragamuwa Province at the Odissi Dance performance 
“Nirvana – Life of Gautam Buddha” at the Town Hall, Kegalle 
on 23 May, 2011 

Hon’ble G.A. Chandrasiri, Governor of Northern Province 
inaugurating the Puducherry Blue painting exhibition in 
Jaffna on 05 May, 2011.

Chief Guest, Hon’ble Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, Governor Central 
Province accompanied by AHC, Shri R.K. Misra interacting 
with the ICCR sponsored Odissi Dance troupe after their 
performance “Nirvana – Life of Gautam Buddha” held in 
Kandy on 22 May, 2011. 

EVENTS BY CONSULATES
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Standard Chartered Bank (SCB), in its report, titled 
"India in Super-Cycle" released in Mumbai on 22 
May, 2011 highlighted that the Indian economy 
may grow at an average rate of  9.3% per annum 
over the next two decades and India could become 
the world's third largest economy by 2030 after 
China and the United States.  The report said that 
on average, India is likely to grow faster than China 
over the next two decades.

According to SCB’s Chief  Economist and Group 
Head of  Global Research, Gerard Lyons, the 
report factors in a trend rate of  growth of  6.9% for 
China, allowing for setbacks along the way, and of  
9.3% for India, again taking into account the 
business cycle.  The report highlights that India has 
tremendous potential to catch up with China and 
the developed world and based on report’s 
forecast, India's nominal Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) could top $30 trillion by 2030 against its 
current level of  around $1.7 trillion. By 2030, 
Indian economy could be 8.4 times bigger than it is 
today.  

The report defines a "super cycle" as a period of  
historically high global growth, lasting a generation 
or more, driven by increasing trade, high rates of  
investment, urbanization, characterized by the 
emergence of  large, new economies, first seen in 
high catch-up growth rates across the emerging 
world.

The report, however, also cautions that India needs 
to overcome its regulatory mechanism and address 
its infrastructure needs to achieve the desired 
growth.  According to the report, the third 
supercycle is led by India and China and other 
emerging economies, thus shifting the balance of  
economic and financial power from the West to the 
East.  Indeed, India has many of  the features that 
will enable it to emerge as a winner in the super-
cycle. Report emphasizes that the winners will be 
those countries which have cash, commodities, or 
creativity, or a combination of  these factors. India 
does not have an abundance of  cash or 
commodities, but it has creative potential. 

India’s GDP could top $30 trillion by 2030
Standard Chartered Bank Report

ECONOMIC STRIDE

The information and articles are collected from different sources and do not necessarily reflect the 
view of the High Commission 

(The full report could be seen at www.standardchartered.com/media-centre/.../India%20Super-Cycle.pdf) 

Published by High Commission of India, Colombo

Suggestions regarding improvement of the 
“SANDESH” may please be addressed to 



Indian 
Cultural Centre 

The Cultural Calendar  
for the month of June 2011

16/2, Gregory’s Road, Colombo 07, Tel: 2684698, E-mail: iccrcolombo@gmail.com

June 08

June 10

June 11

June 16

Film: "Mahabharat” India’s Greatest Epic 
(Volume X)

Kathak Dance Recital
Sadara Supathum Peiris, Anjalee 
Wijesiriwardana Rangana Nawagamuwa  and  
Loshitha Samaraweera 

Meet the Director
Adoor Gopalakrishnan 
(Padma Vibhushan & Dadasaheb Phalke Award Winner)

followed by the screening of his film
Naalu Pennungal
(Malayalam with subtitles in English

Cookery Demonstration - Indian Dishes
Chef Chauhan 
(Navratna Indian Chef)

In association with Taj Samudra, Colombo 

Venue: ICC 5.30 p.m
Duration: 3 hours

Venue:  ICC 6.00 p.m

Venue:  ICC 6.00 p.m

Venue: ICC 11.00 a.m

June 20

June 22

June 28

June 30

Film: A Tale of Two Cities - Mumbai & Bombay
(Documentary in English)

Film: Kathakali - Documentary
(with subtitles in English)

Violin Jugalbandhi 
Shasthrapathi Mahinda Seneviratne & S. 
Dhibakaran

Lecture on Acting - Face behind the Mask 
Sumithra Peris
(Eminent Film Director)

Venue: ICC 6.00 p.m
Duration: 1 hr 

Venue: ICC 5.30 p.m
Duration: 1 1/2hrs

Venue: ICC 6.30 p.m

Venue: ICC 6.30 p.m

First Day Cover of a Special Postal Stamp 
released by the Government of Sri Lanka
to Commemorate 150th Birth Anniversary 
of Rabindranath Tagore on 7th May

Admission to all programmes is free and on first 
come first served basis
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