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K. SHANKAR PILLAI
(July 31, 1902 - Dec. 26, 1989)

 (Admission to all programmes is free and on first come first served basis 
except 22nd  November 2008 programme)
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November 7

November 11

November 14

November 18 

Madhura Narthana Mela – Bharatha Natyam 
Recital by the students of the Indian Cultural 
Centre trained by Ms. Subashini Pathmanathan

Film: Temples of Learning - Part I & II  
India innovates (All Documentaries in English)

Ghazal Recital
by Mr. Dumal Jeoffry Warnakulasuriya, student 
of University of Bhathkhande, Lucknow, India

Film:  Rasikapriya (Documentary in Hindi)
Lokapriya  (Documentary in English & Hindi) 

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  
Duration: 30 mins each

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  
Duration: 30mins each

  

November 20 

November 22 

November 25 

November 28

Film: Bismillah and Benaras -  
Duration:30mins
A look at India -  Duration: 27mins 
( Documentaries in English)

Painting, Drawing and Essay Competition for 
children to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

  
Film: Lagaan
Language: Hindi
Directed by: Ashutosh Gowariker

Rabindra Sangeet
by the members of the Tagore Society

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC 9.30 a.m.

Venue& Tiem:ICC 5.30p.m. Duration: 3 hrs

Venue & Time: ICC 6.00 p.m.  

Keshav Shankar Pillai, popularly known as SHANKAR, was India's 
most celebrated cartoonist before and after India's independence.  He 
is considered as the father of the political cartooning in India.

Shankar was born on July 31, 1902, in Kayamkulam, in Kerala. After 
graduating from the Maharajah's College of Science, Trivandrum, in 
1927, he went to Bombay to join the Law College but soon quit 
studies and started working. The sleeping posture of one of his 
teachers was his first cartoon. He drew it in his classroom. This made 
the headmaster angry. But then he was encouraged by his uncle who 
saw in him great potential as a cartoonist.

Even as a student in Bombay, Shankar took to cartooning as a hobby, 
and his drawings on political personalities and the national events attracted the attention of the 
newspapers and of the public. He joined 'The Hindustan Times' in 1932 and continued as its staff 
cartoonist till 1946. His contributions to the paper during the formative years of Indian independence 
were a memorable phase in Indian journalism. 

Shankar's cartoons attracted even Viceroys like Lord Willington and Lord Linlithgow. During this 
time, Shankar had a chance of training in London for about 14 months. He spent the period in various 
art schools, utilising the opportunity to study the advanced techniques in cartooning. He also visited 
Berlin, Rome, Vienna, Geneva and Paris. When he returned to India, the country was in the thick of 
freedom struggle. The dawn of independence also favoured Shankar's dreams for a separate periodical. 
The idea came true when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru released Shankar's Weekly, edited by Shankar 
himself.

Shankar began publishing the 'Shankar's Weekly' in 1948. It abounded in healthy, sparkling humour. 
The high and mighty came in focus in Shankar's cartoons. Shankar closed down the Weekly in August 
1975, and took to the pen. A gift of a Hungarian doll to SICC in 1954, gave Shankar a brilliant idea. He 
decided to collect costume dolls. When his collection grew, he decided to bring his doll exhibition, the 
annual competitions and exhibitions and the publishing of children's books under one umbrella. The 
result was the non-profit organization, Children's Book Trust, started in 1957. Shankar's International 
Dolls Museum today houses 6,500 costume dolls from 85 countries. 

 Shankar concentrated on developing the different facets of the Children's Book Trust (CBT), which he 
had founded in 1957. As pioneer publishers of children's books in India, CBT have set for themselves 
the laudable objective of promoting the production of well-written, well-illustrated and well-designed 
books for children at prices within the reach of the average Indian child. CBT publications include an 
illustrated monthly magazine in English, 'Children's World'. CBT also encompasses the International 
Dolls Museum, the Dolls Designing and Production Center, Dr. B.C. Roy Memorial Children's Library 
and Reading Room and Library, and the Indraprastha Press. Shankar also set up the Association of 
Writers and Illustrators for Children (AWIC). 

Shankar started the Shankar's International Children's Competition in 1949, and as a part of it, the 
Shankar's On-the-Spot Painting Competition for Children in 1952. Today, children from 135 countried 
participate in this country. He instituted an annual Competition for Writers of Children's Books in 
1978. Beginning with English this competition is now held in Hindi too. 

Perhaps, one of the most decorated 
men in India, Shankar was the 
recipient of several awards—Padma 
Shri (1956); Padma Bhushan (1966); 
Padma Vibhushan (1976); the Order 
of Smile (1977), an honour from a 
committee of Polish children; the 
Hamilton branch of the United 
Nations Association in Canada 
conferred on him a citation and a pin 

for his dedicated service to the children of the world; in (1979), the 
Hungarian Institute of Cultural Relations awarded him a Commemorative 
Medal in appreciation of his activities and contribution to children (1980); 
Order de Saint Fortunat from the Federal Republic of Germany in 
recognition of his dedication to children's cause; a gold medal from the 
Government of Czechoslovakia for the promotion of Indo-Czech friendship; 
conferred with the D. Litt (honoris causa) by the University of Delhi. 

Shankar passed away on December 26, 1989. But his legacy lives on.

Source: Web



P a s t  E v e n t s

C
o

v
e
rp

a
in

ti
n

g
: 

N
a
la

g
ir

i 
b

y
 R

. 
G

ir
d

h
a
r 

G
o

u
d

, 
2
0
0
6

 

11th September

th19  September

Hindi Day Celebrations

The Hindi students celebrated Hindi day at the 
Centre. The evening included a variety of items 
which was performed by the Hindi students of 
various ages. The students showed their hidden 
talents on that day. The evening was very well 
enjoyed by the students and the parents who 
attended the event. 

Hindustani Vocal Music Recital by 
Ms.Gayani Rupasinghe

Ms. Gayani Rupasinghe , 
who has completed her 
Bachelor of performing 
A r t  d e g r e e  a t  t h e  
Bhathkhande Music  
University Lucknow 
presented a scintillating 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
Hindustani vocal music 
at the Centre. Her recital 
included raag Jog in 
vilambit kheyal & chota 

kheyal , ghazal & a bhajan. 

th26  September

th29  September

Kathakali & Manipuri dance recital 
by Ms. Chandani 
Kasthuriarachchi

M s . C h a n d a n i  
Kasthuriarachchi along 
wi th  her  s tudents  
presented a Kathakali & 
Manipuri dance recital 
at the Centre. The 
p e r f o r m a n c e  
commenced with a 
Pushpanjali . It also 
included several items 
in both styles. To name 
a few Radha Abhisar, 
Krishna Abhisar in 

Manipuri and Shari, Dakshayagam & Nittaru 
Tale Tale in Kathakali. 

An evening of Old Hindi Songs
by the Old Hindi Film-Song Lovers 
Society

As part of the Hindi Day celebrations the 
Centre also organized a programme by the 
members of Hindi Film-Song Society of Sri 
Lanka. The songs sung were mostly from 70's 
& 80's Hindi films. The evening was very well 
enjoyed by the audience gathered at the Centre

Films in November

SHANKAR’S INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S 
COMPETITION 2009

The Shankar’s International Children’s Competition 2009, in the categories of 
writing, painting and drawing, is open to children all over the world born on or 
after January 1, 1993.  The competition was started in 1949 by late Shri Keshav 
Shankar Pillai, a celebrated cartoonist and recipient of several awards including 
“Padma Shri” and “Padma Vibhushan”.  The International Participation in the 
competition has increased greatly over the years with children from over 135 
countires participating and winning prizes.

The last date of receipt of entries in New Delhi for the Shankar’s competition is 
31st December 2008.  Results will be announced in August 2009 and the prize 
winners will be informed individually by post.  For rules and further details, please 
call the Indian Cultural Centre at telephone number 2500014.

NEW COURSES

CARNATIC VOCAL MUSIC

Course begins : 1st January 2009
Age limit : Over 6 years
Course fee : Registration fee Rs.250/=

Monthly fee Rs.500/=
Registration : Commence from 1st December 2008

YOGA

Course begins : 1st February 2009
Age limit : Over 12 years
Course fee : Rs.2050/= (Reg. fee Rs.250/= + 6months fee Rs.1800/=)
Registration : Commence from 5th January 2009

HINDI

Course begins : 1st March 2009
Age limit : Children class 6 to 15 years

Adults class over 16 years
Course fee : Registration fee Rs.150/=

Monthly fee Rs.200/=
Registration : Commence from January 2009

LIBRARY
Recent Library Accessions

Gandhi : A Life
Kripalani, Krishna
New Delhi, National Book 
Trust,1997,200p.
003045

Meditation-Any Time-Any Where
Venugoplan, R
New Delhi, Health Harmony,2006,255p.
003040

PARAJA
[A novel by Gopinath Mohanty]
Das, Bikram K. (Translator)
New Delhi,Oxford University 
Press,1996,373p.
003053

Temples of South India
Srinivasan, K.R.
New Delhi,National Book 
Trust,1998,220p.
003052

Temples of North India
Deva, Krishna
New Delhi,National Book 
Trust,1988,83p.
003051

The National Culture of India
Husain, Abid S.
New Delhi,National Book 
Trust,1978,181p.
003050

Temples of Learning - Part I & II  
The film profiles 13 premier academic and research institutions of India.

India Innovates
The film is about three top innovators and projects progress made by India and 
how their innovations have impacted people in India. 

Rasikapriya
Cultural confluence in Hindustani art music.
Lokapriya
Cultural confluence in Hindi film music.

Bismillah & Benaras
The film shows the enchantment of Benaras through the music of Bismillah 
Khan.  It reflects on the bond between Bismillah Khan, Benaras and the River 
Ganga.

A look at India
The film describes India from Indus Valley Civilization to the present times and is 
targeted at children. This film is about India's rich past, turbulent eras, and great 
achievements. Using a puppet as a time traveller and narrator, it describes India 
that is old and yet very modern. 

Lagaan
Language: Hindi
Directed by: Ashutosh Gowariker
Starring: Aamir Khan, Gracy Singh, Rachel Shetty, Kulbushan & Pardeep Rawat
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