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increasing barriers to free trade and mounting debt 

pose a threat to the international monetary and 

financial system. Questions are being asked about the 

efficacy of the Bretton Woods institutions. 

There has been unprecedented social and political 

upheaval in West Asia, the Gulf and North Africa. 

People of these regions are demanding the right to 

shape their own future. Energy and food prices are 

once again spiraling and introducing fresh instability, 

especially for developing countries. 

The Palestinian question still remains unresolved and 

a source of great instability and violence. India is 

steadfast in its support for the Palestinian people's 

struggle for a sovereign, independent, viable and 

united state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its 

capital, living within secure and recognizable borders 

side by side and at peace with Israel. We look forward 

to welcoming Palestine as an equal member of the 

United Nations. 

Terrorism continues to rear its ugly head and take a 

grievous toll of innocent lives. 

New threats to international security have emerged. At 

a time when the world needs more international 

commerce, the sea lanes of communication across the 

Indian Ocean are under siege. Acts of piracy are being 

carried out with impunity from lands that are beyond the 

We meet at this session of the United Nations General 

Assembly at a time of great uncertainty and profound 

change. 

Till a few years ago the world had taken for granted the 

benefits of globalization and global interdependence. 

Today we are being called upon to cope with the 

negative dimensions of those very phenomena. 

Economic, social and political events in different parts 

of the world have coalesced together and their 

adverse impact is now being felt across countries and 

continents. 

The world economy is in trouble. The shoots of 

recovery which were visible after the economic and 

financial crisis of 2008 have yet to blossom. In many 

respects the crisis has deepened even further. 

The traditional engines of the global economy such as 

the United States, Europe and Japan, which are also 

the sources of global economic and financial stability, 

are faced with continued economic slowdown. 

Recessionary trends in these countries are affecting 

confidence in world financial and capital markets. 

These developments are bound to have a negative 

impact on developing countries which also have to 

bear the additional burden of inflationary pressures. 

Declining global demand and availability of capital, 
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh addressing the 66th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, in New York on September 24, 2011.
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movement of people, services and capital. Effective 

ways and means must be deployed to promote 

coordination of macro economic policies of major 

economies. The reform of governance systems of 

international financial institutions ought to be pursued 

with speed and efficiency. 

The development agenda must be brought firmly back 

to the centre stage of the United Nations' priorities. We 

need a much more determined effort to ensure 

balanced, inclusive and sustainable development for 

the benefit of vast sections of humanity. Each of us can 

contribute to this task, but we can achieve far more if we 

act in partnership. 

In the last few decades India has lifted tens of millions 

of its people out of abject poverty. We are in a position to 

feed our population better, to educate them better and 

to widen their economic choices. But we still have a 

very long way to go. 

We wish to quicken the pace of India’s transformation 

in partnership with the international community. A fast 

growing India can expand the boundaries for the global 

economy. A democratic, plural and secular India can 

contribute to tolerance and peaceful co-existence 

among nations. 

Developing countries need investment, technology 

and market access for their products. They need 

assistance in the areas of education, health, women’s 

empowerment and agriculture. 

During the recently held 4th United Nations - Least 

Developed Countries Conference, India has 

strengthened its partnership with the LDCs through 

significantly enhanced lines of credit and assistance in 

capacity building. 

We have to pay particular attention to Africa. Africa’s 

richest resources are not its minerals but its people. We 

have to empower them and open the doors for them to 

human advances in technology, education and skill 

development. 

At the second India-Africa Forum Summit in Addis 

Ababa earlier this year India offered lines of credit 

worth five billion US dollars and an additional 700 

million US dollars grant assistance for human resource 

development, transfer of technology and building new 

institutions. 

The United Nations should lead efforts in the area of 

food security. We need more cooperation in agricultural 

technologies, water conservation, land usage and 

productivity and stability in commodity prices. 

Developing countries need a peaceful external 

environment to grow. The fight against terrorism must 

be unrelenting. There cannot be selective approaches 

writ of any functioning state or international 

accountability. 

Iniquitous growth, inadequate job and education 

opportunities and denial of basic human freedoms are 

leading to growing radicalization of the youth, 

intolerance and extremism. 

We have no choice but to meet these challenges. We 

will succeed if we adopt a cooperative rather than a 

confrontationist approach. We will succeed if we 

embrace once again the principles on which the 

United Nations was founded - internationalism and 

multilateralism. 

More importantly, we will succeed if our efforts have 

legitimacy and are pursued not just within the 

framework of law but also the spirit of the law. 

The observance of the rule of law is as important in 

international affairs as it is within countries. Societies 

cannot be reordered from outside through military 

force. People in all countries have the right to choose 

their own destiny and decide their own future. 

The international community has a role to play in 

assisting in the processes of transition and institution 

building, but the idea that prescriptions have to be 

imposed from outside is fraught with danger. 

Actions taken under the authority of the United Nations 

must respect the unity, territorial integrity, sovereignty 

and independence of individual states. 

Correspondingly, governments are duty bound to their 

citizens to create conditions that enable them to freely 

determine their pathways to development. This is the 

essence of democracy and fundamental human 

freedoms. 

There are many other things that we can do.  We must 

address the issue of the deficit in global governance. 

We need a stronger and more effective United Nations. 

We need a United Nations that is sensitive to the 

aspirations of everyone - rich or poor, big or small. For 

this the United Nations and its principal organs, the 

General Assembly and the Security Council, must be 

revitalized and reformed. 

The reform and expansion of the Security Council are 

essential if it is to reflect contemporary reality. Such an 

outcome will enhance the Council’s credibility and 

effectiveness in dealing with global issues. Early 

reform of the Security Council must be pursued with 

renewed vigour and urgently enacted. 

We should not allow the global economic slowdown to 

become a trigger for building walls around ourselves 

through protectionism or erecting barriers to 
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in dealing with terrorist groups or the infrastructure of 

terrorism. Terrorism has to be fought across all fronts. 

In South Asia there are encouraging signs of 

cooperation in the area of security, as exemplified in 

India’s cooperation with Bangladesh. Such 

cooperation is adding to the security of both our 

countries. 

The recent assassination of Professor Burhanuddin 

Rabbani in Kabul is a chilling reminder of the designs 

of the enemies of peace in Afghanistan. It is essential 

that the process of nation building and reconciliation in 

that country succeeds. This is vital for ensuring peace 

and security in the region. 

India will play its part in helping the people of 

Afghanistan to build a better future for themselves, just 

as we are doing in other countries in South Asia. We 

will do so because prosperity and stability in our region 

are indivisible. 

We wish to see an open, inclusive and transparent 

architecture of regional cooperation in the Asia Pacific 

region and peaceful settlement of disputes. 

I call upon the United Nations to evolve a 

comprehensive and effective response to the problem 

of piracy in the Red Sea and off the coast of Somalia. 

As a littoral state of the Indian Ocean, India is ready to 

work with other countr ies in this regard. 

Simultaneously, the international community should 

continue with efforts to restore stability in Somalia. 

We have joined international efforts to provide 

humanitarian assistance to the countries afflicted with 

severe famine and drought in the Horn of Africa, 

specifically Somalia, Kenya and Djibouti. 

Nuclear proliferation continues to remain a threat to 

international security. The Action Plan put forward by 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi for a Nuclear-Weapon-

Free and Non-Violent World provides a concrete road 

map for achieving nuclear disarmament in a time-

bound, universal, non-discriminatory, phased and 

verifiable manner. 

I commend the United Nations for its efforts in focusing 

world attention on nuclear safety. Our plans for utilizing 

nuclear power to meet our energy needs hinge upon 

full satisfaction about the safety of nuclear energy. We 

have undertaken a thorough review of the safety of our 

nuclear plants. We support international efforts under 

the aegis of the International Atomic Energy Agency to 

enhance levels of safety and security. 

The perspectives that I have outlined to this august 

assembly are the ones that have guided our actions in 

the Security Council since India became a non-

permanent member of the Council in January this year. 

There are still millions living in poverty across the 

world. Their plight has worsened, for no fault of theirs, 

due to the global economic and financial crisis of the 

recent years. The actions of governments around the 

world are therefore under close scrutiny. 

It is vitally important that through our actions and 

deeds we renew people’s faith in the charter and 

objectives of the United Nations. I am confident we can 

do this through statesmanship, foresight and collective 

efforts. 

India stands ready to play its part in this noble 

endeavour. 

Prime Minister’s State Visit to Bangladesh

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India 

accompanied by Minister of External Affairs and the 

Chief Ministers of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and 

Tripura, paid a State Visit to Bangladesh on 6-7 

September 2011 at the invitation of the Prime Minister 

of Bangladesh. 

During the visit, Prime Minister held extensive 

discussions with the Prime Minister of Bangladesh 

and also called on the President of Bangladesh. The 

Foreign Minister of Bangladesh, the Leader of 

Opposition and the President of the Jatiya Party also 

called on the Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister’s visit to Bangladesh followed the 

landmark January 2010 visit of the Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh. It is a matter of great satisfaction that 

5

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh inspecting the Guard of Honour, at 

Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport, in Dhaka, Bangladesh on September 

06, 2011.
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demarcation of remaining un-demarcated areas, 

territories under adverse possession and exchange of 

enclaves. In building this historic agreement, the 

Government has received the full support and 

concurrence of the State Governments concerned. In 

implementing the agreement, people living in the 

border areas will not be dislocated. 

India and Bangladesh have now put in place 

mechanisms, including the recently concluded 

Coordinated Border Management Plan, which we 

hope will greatly reduce the scope for incidents on the 

border and strengthen mutual trust and goodwill 

among the border guarding forces and people living in 

the border areas. We hope that problems arising from 

illegal border crossings and related difficulties will be 

better addressed by both sides. 

Our efforts to resolve the border issues with 

Bangladesh reflect our desire to make our borders 

with the neighbours borders of peace, stability and 

amity. 

During the visit we have agreed to promote trade, 

investment and economic cooperation and facilitate 

trade by rail, road, inland waterways, shipping and air. 

Several initiatives are under consideration for 

improvement of transportation links. A major 

programme is currently underway to develop border 

infrastructure through establishment of Land Customs 

Stations, Integrated Check Posts, Border Haats etc. 

The Framework Agreement on Cooperation for 

Development contains new ideas for bilateral and sub-

regional cooperation which will institutionalize the 

under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s leadership, we 

have received significant cooperation from the 

Bangladesh authorities in tackling insurgency and 

terrorism. Prime Minister Hasina has also positively 

responded to our efforts to enhance economic and 

transport linkages between India and Bangladesh 

which are important for the development of our North-

Eastern region. 

Since the January 2010 visit of the Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh, several agreement of importance to us, 

viz, Agreements on Mutual Legal Assistance on 

Criminal Matters, Transfer of Sentenced Persons and 

on Combating International Terrorism, Organised 

Crime and Illicit Drug Trafficking, have been ratified 

and are now in force. The need for an Extradition Treaty 

was underscored by the Prime Ministers in their 

discussions. 

It is in this context, that Prime Minister’s visit to 

Bangladesh has achieved concrete progress in our 

efforts to develop and strengthen close and friendly 

relations with Bangladesh. 

The effective management of our borders is the first 

essential step to creating a defined and peaceful 

boundary that will provide a stable and tranquil 

environment for cross-border cooperation with 

Bangladesh. The Protocol to the 1974 Land Boundary 

Agreement, signed on 6 September 2011 by the 

Foreign Ministers of India and Bangladesh in the 

presence of the Prime Ministers, paves the way for a 

settlement of the long pending land boundary issues 

between the two countries. This includes the 
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh meeting the Prime Minister of Bangladesh Mrs. Sheikh Hasina, in Dhaka, Bangladesh on September 06, 2011
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developmental efforts and enhanced bilateral 

cooperation to our mutual benefit. 

(EAM’s  Suo Motu statement in Lok Sabha)

rapidly growing ties between the two countries. 

Agreements and Memorandum of Understandings signed during the visit

1) Framework Agreement on Cooperation for Development; 

2) Protocol to the Agreement Concerning the Demarcation of the Land Boundary between India and  

Bangladesh and Related Matters; 

3) Addendum to the MOU between India and Bangladesh to Facilitate Overland Transit Traffic

between Bangladesh and Nepal; 

4) MOU on Renewable Energy Cooperation; 

5) MOU on Conservation of the Sunderban; 

6) Protocol on Conservation of the Royal Bengal Tigers of the Sunderban; 

7) MOU on Cooperation in the field of Fisheries; 

8) MOU on Cooperation on Mutual Broadcast of Television Programmes; 

9) MOU between Jawaharlal Nehru University and Dhaka University; 

10) MOU on Academic Cooperation between National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), 

India and Bangladesh Garment anufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA) 

Institute of Fashion Technology (BIFT) 

7
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BILATERAL BEAT

noted that another meeting of the Joint Working Group 

on Fisheries would soon be convened. It was felt also 

that further meetings between fishermen of the two 

countries should also be held as these are found to be 

useful.

..........

Question: Was there any kind of discussion about the 

reports of human rights abuses during the war against 

Tamil Tigers? There has also been a case that is filed 

today in the US Federal Court alleging human rights 

abuses, and there have been protests against Mr. 

Rajapakse’s visit to the United States. Any kind of 

informal discussion between the two leaders?

Foreign Secretary: I think the discussion was in 

general terms on the need for addressing the issue in 

Sri Lanka. Our Prime Minister reiterated that a 

successful conclusion of negotiations and 

discussions with the representatives of the Tamil 

parties would in fact obviate the need for outsiders to 

start passing judgment or to get involved. So, the 

emphasis was more on the political dialogue within Sri 

Lanka.

..........

Extracts from Transcript of Press Briefing by Foreign 

Secretary of India held in New York on 23 September 

2011 related to meeting between the Prime Minister of 

India and the President of Sri Lanka 

Foreign Secretary (Shri Ranjan Mathai): 

..........

Later in the evening PM met the President of Sri Lanka. 

He was accompanied by the EAM and the Sri Lanka 

EAM Prof G.L.Peiris was present. The two sides 

discussed bilateral relations and other matters of 

mutual interest. President Rajapakse briefed PM on 

developments relating to the devolution of powers 

through discussions between the Government of Sri 

Lanka and the TNA as the representatives of the Tamil 

parties. They also mentioned that parallel discussions 

are taking place within the Parliamentary Select 

Committee.

PM and President Rajapakse also discussed the 

issues of the resettlement of the displaced persons 

including the housing project which is being 

undertaken with Indian assistance. They also had a 

detailed discussion on the fisheries issue, and it was 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh with the President of Sri Lanka, Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, in a bilateral meeting, on the sidelines of the 66th Session 

of the United Nations General Assembly, in New York on September 23, 2011.

8
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Second Jaipur Foot Artificial Limb Fitment Camp Organized in Sri Lanka

and 190 crutches]. The camp this year was organized 

in Jaffna as a goodwill gesture by the Government of 

India, after the Sri Lankan Government lauded the 

efforts at the Vavuniya camp last year. 

BMVSS is the world's largest organization providing 

support to physically challenged persons. It is 

noteworthy that a few members of the technical team 

for the Jaffna camp themselves were physically 

challenged persons. They were rehabilitated by 

BMVSS and provided with jobs. Today they are highly 

skilled technicians. 

BMVSS has so far conducted such camps in nearly 

twenty five countries and in all, nearly 20,000 people in 

these countries have benefitted from the Jaipur Foot or 

the Jaipur knee. So far, a total of over 1.2 million people 

have been provided with artificial limbs and calipers by 

BMVSS, in India and elsewhere. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to the Government of 

India that the BMVSS camps organized in Sri Lanka, 

with assistance from the Sri Lankan Government, have 

helped the beneficiaries regain their mobility, dignity, 

and in many cases, sustenance. 

The Jaipur Foot Artificial Limb Fitment camp, fully 

funded by Government of India, was organized by the 

Jaipur-based Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata 

Samiti (BMVSS) from 03-30 September at Divisional 

Hospital Kondavil, Jaffna. This was the second camp 

organized in Sri Lanka, in line with the Government of 

India's commitment to provide relief, rehabilitation and 

resettlement of the people affected by the armed 

conflict in Northern Sri Lanka. The camp served 

beneficiaries from across Sri Lanka with one of the 

world’s best and cheapest artificial limbs, the famous 

"Jaipur Foot". It was formally jointly inaugurated by 

Hon'ble G.A. Chandrasiri, Governor of the Northern 

Province and Mr. V. Mahalingam, the Consul General 

of India in Jaffna, on 5th September. 

The camp was run by a team of 20 experts from 

BMVSS and provided services to 1163 beneficiaries in 

all. The devices provided included 535 prosthesis 

(limbs), 228 orthosis (calipers) and 400 crutches. 

A similar camp had been organized last year in Zone 1 

of Menik Farm in Vavuniya district and had fitted 

artificial limbs and other devices to 1400 beneficiaries 

in all. [1087 prosthesis (limbs) 123 orthosis (calipers) 

Preman, aged 35, a resident of Boossa, Galle, who 

worked for Excel World-Colombo, was recognized as a 

very artistic and a fine person, faced a tragedy in April 

2011, just after the Local New Year celebrations.  He had 

accidently fallen from a platform while trying to get in to 

the train from Galle on the  26th April 2011. He was so 

unfortunate that he lost his both legs.

Hearing this sudden sad news, the Management of 

Excel World decided to help him by providing artificial 

limbs where he could come back to the society, act 

normal and take care of his mother and his sister’s 

children. 

Mr. Kiron Shenoy – Managing Director of Excel World 

initiated this worthy cause and volunteered to get him 

artificial limbs. Various parties and NGO s were 

approached with most of them 

demanding exorbitant amounts 

from a poor person!

In a conversat ion with the 

Information Counsellor of the High 

Commission of India, it emerged 

that there was a camp for artificial 

limbs going at Kodavil/Jaffna at that 

very time. In coordination with the 

Consul General Of India, Jaffna- 

Mr. V. Mahalingam  a program was 

finalized and Preman got his 

Artificial Jaipur Limbs fitted on 16th of Sept 2011. 

Besides the MD, the CEO of Excel World Mr Ranjana , 

the Manager(H R & A )) Ms. Surani, Mr. Wigneshwarani 

and other staff chipped in to ensure all expenses of Travel 

and living expenses of Preman and his team was 

managed . Consulate General of India, Jaffna too helped 

them a lot. 

 Preman returned to Colombo on the 17th morning after a 

successful mission, with artificial legs, where we all 

witnessed the joyful tears in his eyes.  

Thanks  to the High Commission of India and Dr. Sharma 

of Jaipur Foot Camp, Preman can now play a longer 

second innings!

 (Kiran Shenoy, MD, Excel World)

PREMAN – A RE BIRTH OF SORTS!
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Sambuddhatva Jayanthi Celebrations

Unveiling of a 16 ft Idol of Lord Buddha at the entrance of International 
Buddhist Museum, Sri Dalada Maligawa complex, Kandy

Recognizing that their shared cultural and civilizational 

links provided the bedrock of bilateral relations, India 

and Sri Lanka agreed in the Joint Declaration issued 

during the State Visit of H.E. the President of Sri Lanka 

to India in June 2010 that the 2600th year of the 

attainment of enlightenment by Lord Buddha 

(Sambuddhatva Jayanthi) would be commemorated 

through joint activities by the two countries. 

As part of joint commemoration of  2600th year of 

Enlightenment of Lord Buddha, High Commissioner of 

India Ashok K. Kantha and Hon'ble Governor of 

Central Province Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, unveiled a 16 

feet high idol of Lord Buddha at the entrance of the 

International Buddhist Museum complex in Sri Dalada 

Maligawa in Kandy, Sri Lanka on 10th September 

2011 amidst religious observance by Most  Venerable 

Mahanayake Asigiriya, Most Venerable Anunayake 

Malawatte and  Most Venerable Mahasangha.  

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Central Province Sarath 

Ekanayake, Hon'ble Diyawadana Nilame and senior 

officials of the Central Provincial Council also graced 

the unveiling ceremony. Unveiling of the Idol was 

followed by observance of the Pancha Seela, 

Anusasna by Most Venerable Mahanayake Thero of 

Asgiriya and by Most Venerable Anunayake Thero of 

Malwatta.

The Sarnath Buddha Idol is an exquisite sculpture and 

a replica of the famous original 5th Century Gupta 

Period Idol from Sarnath, where Buddha preached his 

first sermon after attaining Enlightenment. The Idol in 

High Commissioner of India Ashok K. Kantha and Hon'ble Governor of 
Central Province Tikiri Kobbekaduwa unveiled a 16 feet high idol of Lord 
Buddha

the Dharmachakra pravartana mudra (turning the 

wheel of law) and its pedestal have been specially 

carved in India out of a single piece of beige-colored 

Chunar sandstone by master craftsmen. The Chunar 

stone is found close to Sarnath. The Idol is a gift from 

the people of India to the people of Sri Lanka.

Speaking at the occasion, Most Venerable 

Mahanayake Thero of Asgiriya and Most Venerable 

AnunayakeThero of Malwatta highlighted the arrival of 

Buddhism to Sri Lanka from India and emphasized 

that cultural and people-to-people linkage between 

India and Sri Lanka had enriched the relationship 
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Hon'ble Governor Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, on behalf of 

Government of Sri Lanka, termed the day as a 

memorable day in the relationship between India and 

Sri Lanka and appreciated the strengthening of 

relationship especially in the field of religion and 

culture. He termed installation of Sarnath style Idol as 

cornerstone in the friendly relationship between India 

and Sri Lanka. 

Gratis visas are issued to the Sri Lankan Buddhist 

pilgrims (group of 10 or more) on the recommendation 

of Ministry of Buddhasasana and the resumption of 

ferry service after a gap of 3 decades and start of 

Damba Diwa Vandana will further increase the people 

to people connectivity and cement the old civilization 

linkages between India and Sri Lanka. 

between the two countries and laid down a solid 

foundation for our continuing friendship and cultural 

exchanges.
 
In his remarks, High Commissioner Kantha called the 

attainment of Enlightenment by Lord Buddha as an 

event of enormous historical and contemporary 

importance. He quoted prominent historian A L 

Basham that “Even if judged only by his impact on the 

world at large, Gautam Buddha was certainly the 

greatest man to be born in India.”. High Commissioner 

further stated that the messages of love and 

brotherhood, of peace, goodwill and social equality 

preached by Lord Buddha two thousand and six 

hundred years ago were still relevant as the world 

struggles through unprecedented traumatic events. 

High Commissioner expressed confidence that the 

idol will be an eternal symbol of common heritage and 

bond of friendship and goodwill between the peoples 

of two countries.

11

Most Venerable Mahanayake Thero of Asgiriya addressing the 
gathering at the auspicious day

Most Venerable Mahanayake Thero of Asgiriya,  Most Venerable 
Anunayake Thero of Malwatta and  Most Venerable Mahasangha

India has already undertaken a number of special events to 
commemorate the Sambuddhatva Jayanthi.

• An International Buddhist Conference organized by the Indian Council for Cultural relations (ICCR) on 
the theme “Cultural Interface between India and Sri Lanka based on Buddhist History, Art, Literature 
and Philosophy” was inaugurated by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka on 20th March at Sri Lanka 
Buddhist Academy, in the presence of Hon’ble Prime Minister.

• A recital “Nirvana-the Life of Gautam Budha” by ICCR sponsored Odissi Dance troupe along with a 
photographic exhibition “Buddhism in India” were organized during Vesak 2011 at BMICH. 

• Screening of film “Gautam Buddha” by famous Director Bimal Roy and other documentaries on Lord 
Buddha and Buddhism during the Vesak 2011

Additional Events planned to commemorate Sambuddhatva Jayanti

• The Prime Minister of India has agreed to the request made by President of Sri Lanka to organize an 
exposition of the Kapilvastu Relics in Sri Lanka and modalities are being worked out for organizing the 
exposition of Kapilvastu Relics in Sri Lanka in January 2012. 

• Indian Railways will be launching a special Buddhist train “DAMBA DIWA VANDANA” from Chennai 
catering to Sri Lankan pilgrims in November this year. The train will touch more than a dozen Buddhist 
centers in India, including Bodhgaya, Sarnath, Kapilavastu, Sanchi and Kushi Nagar. 
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NTPC and CEB sign Joint Venture and Shareholder Agreement in 
Sri Lanka, to set up a 500 MW Power Station in Tricomalee, Sri Lanka

contributions by NTPC and CEB, 

for implementation of the Power 

Project. The JVC will shortly sign 

other Agreements including Power 

Purchase Agreement with CEB, 

Board of Investment Agreement 

with Board of Investment and 

Implementation Agreement with 

Government of Sri Lanka. These 

Agreements have already been 

finalized. 

Government of India has also 

offered a concessionary line of 

credit of US$ 200 million to the 

Government of Sri Lanka to enable 

them to fulfill their commitments 

u n d e r  t h e  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

Agreement, including with regard 

to the construction of a jetty at 

Sampur and of transmission lines 

from Sampur to Habarana as also the initial equity of 

the Ceylon Electricity Board (under the Joint Venture 

Agreement). 

Speaking on the occasion H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High 

Commissioner said that it was the largest Joint Venture 

project being undertaken by the two countries and CEB 

and NTPC, the two premier institutions, have come 

together as equal partners to form the Joint Venture 

Company. The cooperation between the two 

companies would take the bilateral economic 

cooperation to a new level. Mr. P. Uma Shankar, 

Secretary (Power), Government of India called the 

signing of the Joint Venture and Shareholder 

Agreement between CEB and NTPC a ‘historic 

occasion’. 

India’s largest power company, NTPC was set up in 

1975 to accelerate power development in India. NTPC 

is emerging as a diversified power major with presence 

in the power generation value chain. It ranked 341st in 

the ‘ 2010, Forbes Global 2000’ ranking of the world’s 

biggest companies. NTPC has been conferred with the 

coveted Maharatna status by Government of India for 

its outstanding achievements over the years. The total 

installed capacity of NTPC is 34,854 MW, with 15 coal 

based, 7 gas based power stations and 6 joint venture 

power projects located across India. It generated 

NTPC Limited, the largest power generation utility of 

India and Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB)signed the 

Joint Venture and Shareholder Agreement on 6 

September 2011 in Colombo for setting up a 500 MW 

(2 X 250 MW) coal based power station at Sampur, 

Trincomalee in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. The 

JV Agreement was signed by Mr. Arup Roy 

Choudhury, CMD, NTPC and Prof. Wimaladharma 

Abeywickreme, Chairman, CEB in the presence of 

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, Minister of Power & 

Energy, Government of Sri Lanka, H.E. Ashok K. 

Kantha, High Commissioner of India, Mr. P. Uma 

Shankar, Secretary (Power), Government of India and 

Mr. M.M.C. Ferdinando, Secretary (Power & Energy ) 

Government of Sri Lanka.

The Project, a landmark in bilateral economic 

cooperation between India and Sri Lanka, will go on 

stream by 2016 and meet growing demand for power 

in Sri Lanka. Land for the project shall be provided by 

the Government of Sri Lanka to the Joint Venture 

Company on long term lease. The coal for the project 

shall be imported and supplied by Lanka Coal 

Company (LCC). The power generated shall be 

supplied to CEB through CEB grid system. The 

capacity of the Project may be enhanced by another 

500 MW in future.

A Joint Venture Company (JVC) has been 

incorporated in Sri Lanka, with equal equity (50:50) 

Mr. Arup Roy Choudhury, CMD, NTPC and Prof. Wimaladharma Abeywickreme, Chairman, CEB exchanging 
the signed copy of Joint venture Agreement and Shareholder Agreement for setting up a 500 MW coal based 
power plant at Sampur in presence of Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, Minister of Power & Energy, 
Government of Sri Lanka, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India and Mr. P. Umashanker, 
Secretary(Power), Government of India
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NTPC as an equal Joint Venture partner will bring the 

best practices of his company during the 

implementation as well long term implementation of 

the project. NTPC as a responsible corporate citizen 

accords environment a high priority and all power 

stations of NTPC are a testimony to that. NTPC would 

like to replicate its environmental friendly way of doing 

business in this project. NTPC’s involvement in this JV 

project will automatically ensure technology transfer in 

implementation and running of the power plant. 

220.54 Billion Units (BUs) of electricity during 2010-

11, contributing more than 27% of total electricity 

generated in India with about 18 % share of country’s 

total installed capacity. NTPC is currently working on 

many new projects for rapid capacity addition and 

plans to become 128,000 MW plus company by 2032. 

In the financial year 2010-11, NTPC had a total income 

of approx. INR 570 billion (i.e USD 12.5 billion approx.) 

and profit after tax approx. INR 90 billion (i.e USD 2 

billion approx.).

13

Signing of the Memorandum of the Understanding (MoU) between the 
Government of India and the Government of Sri Lanka and Awarding 
of the 40 ITEC Scholarships to the Teachers of English

Hon’ble Minister Bandula Gunawardhana and High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha, awarding the 
ITEC Scholarships to 40 Sri Lankan teachers selected for training at English and Foreign Language 
University, Hyderabad

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed  

on 13th September by Hon. Bandula Gunawardhana, 

Minister of Education, on behalf of Government of Sri 

Lanka and H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High 

Commissioner of India on behalf of Government of 

India for Setting Up of a Three-Tier English Language 

Training System in Sri Lanka. The signing ceremony 

was attended by Mr. Sunimal Fernando, Advisor to 

H.E. the President and Convenor, Presidential Task 

Force on English & IT, Mr. H. M. Gunasekera, 

Secretary, Ministry of Education, officials from Sri 

Lankan Ministries of External Affairs and Education 

and large number of teachers, official from all the nine 

Provinces of Sri Lanka. Faculty members from the 

English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU), 

Hyderabad were also present.

The MoU will implement the project entitled “India-Sri 

Lanka Project for Expanding English Language 

Training in Sri Lanka” with EFLU, Hyderabad as the 

technical consultant for the Project. As 

part of the technical assistance under 

the MOU, India will provide training to 

40 Sri Lankan teachers at EFLU under 

the ITEC programme; provide 

appropriate equipment and teaching 

aids for setting up a language 

laboratory of 30 units in each of the 

nine Provincial Sri Lanka -India 

Centres for English Language Training 

(PSLICELTs) and depute experts from 

EFLU to assist the PSLICELTs.

  The technical assistance for English 

language training programme is being 

implemented by Government of India 

as part of the initiative of the H.E. the 

President of Sri Lanka to develop 

“English as a Life Skill”. In March 2010, Sri Lanka- 

India Centre for English Language Training (SLICELT) 

was set up in Peradeniya with the Indian assistance.  A 

digital language laboratory was set up at SLICELT, 

Peradeniya and training to 80 Sri Lankan English 

Teachers were provided at EFLU, Hyderabad. EFLU 

also served as technical consultant for the project and 

deputed two experts, for long term attachment.  

During the visit of H.E. President of Sri Lanka to India in 

June 2010, the leaders of both countries agreed to 

expand SLICELT further by establishing provincial 

and regional centres with Indian assistance. The 

signing of the MOU was in pursuance of this 

understanding. 

Hon’ble Minister of Education, Sri Lanka thanked 

India for the technical assistance provided to them for 

English Language training and remarked that India 

was the first country which came forward to provide 
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technical assistance to Sri Lanka for English 

Language training after the programme “ English as a 

life Skill” was launched by H.E. the President of Sri 

Lanka in 2009. He noted that 80 master trainers trained 

at EFLU, Hyderabad has been able to train 23,000 Sri 

Lankan teachers in less than two year.

High Commissioner Kantha  said that India was 

honoured and privileged to be a part of the important 

initiative of the H.E. the President of Sri Lanka. India 

and Sri Lanka are close neigbhours and are uniquely 

placed to learn from each other experience as partners 

in development. He added that EFLU, Hyderabad is a 

leading institution of its kind and a centre of excellence 

to teach English to non- native speakers. Highlighting 

the importance of learning English language in today’s 

globalized world, High Commissioner appreciated the 

approach of the project for imparting training in English 

as a “tool of empowerment”.

High Commissioner Kantha and Hon’ble Minister of 

Education distributed the ITEC scholarship and travel 

documents to 40 master trainers who travelled for 

three month training programme to EFLU, Hyderabad 

on 18 September, 2011.

14

India to provide 10,000 bicycles to returnees in Northern Province under
 grant assistance

As part of our development partnership with Sri Lanka 

and in response to requirements projected by the 

Government of Sri Lanka, the Government of India is 

undertaking a project for providing 10,000 bicycles 

(both gents and ladies) to returnees, Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) as well as refugees, in the 

five districts of Northern Province. The objective of the 

project is to cater to the transportation needs of 

persons being resettled and to aid revival of their 

livelihoods. It is expected that provision of a bicycle to 

the resettled families will provide the necessary 

mobility and facilitate access to essential services. 

The intended beneficiaries are being selected from 

the most vulnerable of the returnees.

In discussions with the Government of Sri Lanka, a 

bicycle was identified as the item which is most 

needed to enhance and anchor return and is utilised 

by the entire community irrespective of age, gender or 

cultural diversities. Necessary support was extended 

to the High Commission of India by the agencies of the 

Government of Sri Lanka, in particular the Presidential 

Task Force for Rehabilitation, Security and 

Development of Northern Province and the Ministry of 

Infrastructure, Northern Province in the process of 

identification and selection of a suitable supplier.

The High Commission has awarded the contract in this 

regard to a leading Indian manufacturer and the supply 

of bicycles is expected to commence by early 

November 2011. The supplier has also undertaken to 

set up a permanent assembly plant in Vavuniya, which 

will be used not only for the fulfillment of this supply but 

also to provide employment to local people on a 

continuing basis. The total cost of the project is about 

SLR 67 million.

India has been supporting projects for rehabilitation 

and resettlement of displaced persons in the Northern 

Province in the areas of shelter (through roofing sheets 

and cement bags), health-care (providing emergency 

medical relief, organizing artificial limbs refitment 

camps and equipping hospitals), livelihood generation 

(provision of fishing equipment, tractors, agricultural 

equipment and seeds) and education (repairs of 

schools and setting up of vocational training centres).

Mr. Bandula Gunawardhana, Hon’ble Minister of Education, 
Government of Sri Lanka and Mr. Ashok K. Kantha, High 
Commissioner of India, exchanging signed copies of Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) for setting up of a Three-Tier English 
Language Training System in Sri Lanka
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SLINEX-2011

Naval personnel from visiting Indian Navy ships gifting provisions, 

medicines, fans, bulbs, paint and other essential commodities as part of the 

community service.

SLINEX 2011, a joint exercise between the Indian Navy 

and Sri Lanka Navy, was held off Trincomalee from 19-

23 September 2011 with the participation of six Indian 

Naval ships, INS Ranvijay, INS Shivalik, INS Gharial, 

INS Khanjar, INS Cheriyam and INS Coradiv, along with 

integral helicopters and a Dornier Maritime Patrol 

Aircraft. 11 Sri Lankan Navy ships participated in 

‘SLINEX-2011’.

T he events of the final day were witnessed by the 

Secretary of Defence  Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, Indian 

High Commissioner in Sri Lanka Ashok K Kantha and 

Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy Vice Admiral 

Somathilake Dissanayake who came onboard the 

Indian Naval frigate, INS Shivalik.

Rear Admiral HCS Bisht, Flag Officer Commanding, 

Eastern Fleet, Indian Navy, commanding the Indian 

ships participating in the exercise, hosted a reception 

on 22nd September evening onboard INS Shivalik, the 

flagship of Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet. The event was 

attended by the High Commissioner of India Ashok K. 

Kantha, Hon’ble Governor of the Eastern Province, 

Hon’ble Chief Minister and Ministers of the Eastern 

Provincial Council, Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, 

members of the diplomatic corps, senior officers and 

officials from Indian and Sri Lankan Navy and media 

persons. Speaking on the occasion, Rear Admiral Bisht 

highlighted the multi-faceted relationship between the 

two countries which has underpinnings of strong 

cultural bonds and excellent neighbourly relations that 

have stood the test of time, and cooperation between 

the two Navies..

In his remarks, the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy 

said that the joint exercise reflected the long ties of 

goodwill, close relations and mutual cooperation 

between India and Sri Lanka and the two Navies and it 

immensely contributed towards safeguarding common 

maritime interests and enhancing maritime security in 

the region. 

SLINEX-2011 served as a platform for exchanging 

useful experiences, enhancing interoperability and 

promoting mutual trust and understanding between the 

two Navies. It involved various naval exercises, including 

manoeuvring exercises, maritime interdiction 

operations, force protection measures, humanitarian 

and disaster relief and anti-piracy operations. Apart 

from operational interactions, sports fixtures, 

presentations on topics of mutual interest and 

demonstration by the Sri Lanka Navy were also 

organized. 

During visits abroad for such exercises, Indian Naval 

ships regularly carry out community service. In line with 

this practice, the officers and men from the participating 

Indian ships visited the ‘Anbu Illam’ and ‘Sivananda 

Thapobanam’ Orphanages in Trincomalee and carried 

out community service, including painting of dormitories 

and beds, renewal of electrical wiring, plumbing work 

and other repair activities. The Indian Navy handed out 

two months supply of provisions, medicines, fans, 

bulbs, paint and other essential commodities. They also 

had a chance to interact with the children at these 

orphanages

India’s assistance to the Eastern Province

Indian Grant Assistance to the Siddha Faculty, Trincomalee Campus of 
Eastern University and gifting of 1260 Computers and 218 Printers to 261 
Schools in Eastern Province 

High Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha visited Eastern 

Province of Sri Lanka to witness the SLINEX 2011 

exercises between the navies of the two countries. 

During the visit to the Eastern Province, High 

Commissioner at an event held on 24 September at 

the Trincomalee Campus of Eastern University 

handed over the Indian grant assistance to the Siddha 

Faculty equipping it to carry out research and study in 

the field of Siddha.   Under the grant assistance, the 

Government of India has supplied laboratory 

equipment, computers, reference books, anatomical 

models and charts, a bus and a jeep for the use in the 

Siddha Faculty. The total Indian assistance for the 

project is SLR 105 million (approximately USD 1 

million). 

The successful completion of the project has a deep 

symbolic value as the traditional knowledge of 

 OCTOBER  2011



Auyurveda and Siddha is an important part of the 

common civilizational heritage of both countries. High 

Commissioner Kantha noted that India and Sri Lanka 

should work closely and share their experience and 

expertise in these areas, which were receiving 

increasing attention in both countries. He suggested 

that the faculty and students of Eastern University 

could benefit from training under Indian Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (ITEC) and Colombo Plan and 

indicated Government of India's readiness to assist in 

further development of the Trincomalee Campus.

In his remarks, Hon. Rear Admiral Mohan 

Wijewickrama, Governor of the Eastern Province said 

that the relationship between the two countries is at all 

time high. He highlighted various development 

assistance projects being implemented under Indian 

assistance and thanked India for its continued support. 

Hon. Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan, Chief Minister 

of Eastern Province expressed his gratitude for 

generous assistance provided by Government of India 

for the Eastern Province. Other distinguished speakers 

also echoed similar sentiments.

At another ceremony held at the Vivekanand College, 

Trincomalee on 24 September 2011, High 

Commissioner Ashok K. Kantha handed over 

computers and printers to the principals of nine schools 

in the Eastern Province. Under the grant assistance, 

Government of India has provided 1260 computers 

and 218 laser printers, along with their software and 

peripherals. These computers will be distributed 

among 261 schools in the Eastern Province. HCL, an 

Indian company, has supplied the computers. The total 

value of the project is SLR 160 million (approximately 

US$ 1.5 million). 

Speaking on the occasion, High Commissioner Kantha 

said that India was committed to an all round and 

comprehensive expansion of its relations with Sri 

Lanka while it hoped that the country would usher in a 

new era of peace, development and national 

reconciliation. He noted that there was a 

deep reservoir of goodwill and 

friendship in the two countries for each 

other and their time-tested relationship 

was based on a shared heritage, 

mutuality of interests and the conviction 

that their destinies were inter-linked. 

High Commissioner noted that a strong, 

united and prosperous Sri Lanka was in 

India's interest, and vice versa. High 

Commissioner mentioned that the 

Eastern Province had a special place in 

the relationship between the two 

countries. The Province had suffered a 

lot during the period of armed conflict 

and it was receiving priority in the fast-growing 

development partnership between the two countries.  

High Commissioner remarked that the provision of 

computers for 261 schools was a gesture of friendship 

made with the hope that it would help address the 

issue of digital divide and improve the quality of 

education in the Eastern Province. He suggested that 

the Provincial Council consider providing internet 

connectivity to as many of those 261 schools as 

feasible, since that would make it possible for their 

students to access new avenues of knowledge in the 

outside world. He noted that the main focus of India's 

development cooperation in the Eastern Province in 

recent years has been on the rehabilitation of war 

affected families, improving connectivity, education, 

capacity building, and infrastructure development. 

In his remarks, Hon. Rear Admiral Mohan 

Wijewickrama, Governor of the Eastern Province, 

said that the relationship between the two countries 

was at an all-time high and thanked India for various 

development assistance projects being implemented 

in the Eastern Province.  He responded positively to 

the High Commissioner's suggestion regarding the 

Provincial Council providing internet connectivity to 

schools which were receiving computers. He noted 

the importance of the Government of India funding 

construction of 50,000 houses in Sri Lanka, including 

in the Eastern Province, and of Sampur coal power 
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project. He also referred to the Joint Exercises 

conducted by the Navies of India and Sri Lanka off the 

coast of Trincomalee and expressed his appreciation 

for training received by the personnel of the Sri Lankan 

armed forces at various Indian institutions.   Hon. 

Sivanesathurai Santhirakanthan, Chief Minister of 

Eastern Province also expressed his gratitude for 

generous assistance provided by Government of India 

for the Eastern Province. He was appreciative that the 

Government of India had responded positively to the 

request made by the Provincial Council for the 

provision of computers for its schools. 

The main focus of India’s development partnership in the Eastern Province in recent 
years has been on rehabilitation of war affected families, improving connectivity, 
education, capacity building, and infrastructure development. Some of the major 
initiatives in the Eastern Province have been:

• Gifting of five units of rail bus recently to improve connectivity between Batticaloa and Trincomalee; 

• Gifting of twenty buses to Eastern Provincial Council and educational institutions; 

• Setting up of 20 Nenasalas (e-learning Centers) in 2009-10 in Eastern Province; 

• Assistance of approximately SLR 330 million to set up facilities at Vocational Training Centers in     
Batticaloa; 

• Implementation of a project aimed at empowerment of widows of the  Eastern  Province  through 

training in identified vocations by a leading NGO of India, Self Employed Women’s Association 

(SEWA), under grant assistance of SLR 205 million by the Government of India; 

• The project of construction of 50,000 houses in Sri Lanka under an Indian grant will also cover the 

Eastern Province. 

• The Government of India has also agreed to provide a concessional credit line of US$ 200 million to 

the Government of Sri Lanka in connection with the 500 MW power plant which is proposed to be 

set up as a joint venture between NTPC of India and CEB at Sampur (Trincomalee). 

India- Sri Lanka Foundation supports participation of Ravibandhu – Samanthi 
Dance Ensemble at the SAARC Folklore Festival in Agra, India

Fifteen members of the Ravibandhu-Samanthi Dance 

ensemble,  travelling to India to participate in the 4th 

SAARC Folklore Festival organized by the Foundation 

of SAARC Writers and Literature (FOSWAL) at Agra 

from 30 September – 2 October, 2011 on 28 

September called on the High Commissioner Ashok K. 

Kantha, who is also the Co-Chairperson of the India-

Sri Lanka Foundation, to convey their appreciation to 

the ISLF for facilitating ensemble’s participation in the 

FO SWA L . H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

interacted with the ensemble members 

and wished the troupe an excellent stay 

in India. 

The Ravibandhu – Samanthi Dance 

Ensemble is a renowned Dance Troupe 

in Sri Lanka which has performed both 

at local and international platforms, and 

has built up a reputation for their 

innovation and creativity. The Troupe’s 

distinctive style in performance has 

been well received by art lovers. During 

their visit to India, the Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations (ICCR) has also 

organized performances of the troupe at Chandigarh 

and Chennai.

The India – Sri Lanka Foundation had also recently 

supported participation of 4 eminent film personalities 

from Sri Lanka at the 4th South Asian Film Festival held 

in Goa from 15-18 September, 2011 and visit of 17 

member under 19 Jaffna district cricket team to play 

matches in Delhi. By facilitating such visits, the India – 

Sri Lanka Foundation is playing a catalytic role in 
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promoting cultural and youth exchanges between 

India and Sri Lanka. 

The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 

Memorandum of Understanding between the 

governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 

foster India - Sri Lanka relations through the 

enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 

cultural cooperation and to promote greater 

understanding between the people of the two 

countries. 

University of Pennsylvania’s PPP tables state that 

India has already moved ahead of Japan in 2010. It is 

estimated that the Indian economy will reach a size of 

almost US$ 5 trillion by the end of 2011. 

“India should overtake Japan in 2011 to become the 

third-largest economy in the world at purchasing 

power parity,” said Sunil Sinha, head of research and 

senior economist at Crisil. 

Countries from all over the world now consider India to 

be a fast growing economy with great opportunities. 

The benefit of having a bigger economy gives the 

government more bargaining power and clout abroad. 

“A bigger economy would also mean more clout in 

international forums,” said Madan Sabnavis, Chief 

Economist at ratings firm Care. "India has the 

advantage of size. The scope of growth and excess 

capacity present in terms of resources would drive 

growth in the future," said Sabnavis. 

A change in the ranking points to broad trends in the 

growth trajectories of nations. “It’s a long process of 

development, but this shows that the markets are 

expanding and there is robust demand within the 

economy,” said Siddhartha Sanyal, Chief Economist, 

Barclays Capital. 

India is expected to overtake Japan to become the 

world’s third-largest economy in 2011 in terms of gross 

domestic product (GDP), measured according to the 

domestic purchasing power of the rupee, also called 

purchasing power parity (PPP). 

The PPP is a method which estimates the size of an 

economy by leveling differences in prices that occur 

between countries when converting to a single 

currency. A dollar should be able to procure the same 

quantity of goods worldwide and the exchange rates 

between different currencies are adjusted accordingly 

under this method. 

In 2010, the Japanese economy was worth US$ 4.31 

trillion, with India trailing close at US$ 4.06 trillion. Due 

to the devastating tsunami and earthquakes in March 

2011, Japan, however, is expected to contract in 2011. 

The International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) estimates 

state that the Japanese economy will contract by 0.7 

per cent this year while the Indian economy will grow at 

8.2 per cent. According to IMF forecasts, India and 

Japan were at par in 2011, but the disaster in Japan 

has brought the event forward. As suggested by an 

earlier report by consultant Price Waterhouse 

Coopers (PwC), the Indian economy would move 

ahead of the Japanese economy in 2012. The 

India to become world’s third-largest economy

ECONOMIC STRIDES

18

Bank, said: “Gold prices have moved up sharply and 

hence the rise in value of outstanding gold reserves.”

After the US downgrade in August, the global markets 

tumbled and investors have been withdrawing funds 

from risky assets and putting it in safe havens like gold. 

The sovereign debt rating of the US was downgraded 

to AA+, against AAA earlier.

The upward trend is likely to continue for a while,” said 

Madan Sabnavis, chief economist, Care Ratings.

“Increase in gold reserves by $3 billion is a clear 

indicator that the central bank may be holding on to 

more gold, as this metal is a good substitute for the 

dollar to hedge against currency risks, given the fragile 

nature of the dollar and euro. 

India’s foreign exchange reserves reached an all-time 

high of $321 billion, up by $1.6 billion for the week 

ended September 2. The increase was on account of 

an increase in the gold reserves by $3 billion. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India, gold reserves 

stood at $28 billion for the reporting period. The 

previous high was reached in the week ended July 29, 

when the reserves touched $319  billion.

According to analysts, a significant increase in the gold 

reserves was an indication that the  central bank may 

be holding on to more gold, which is considered a safe 

haven in uncertain market conditions. Experts attribute 

the rise in gold reserves to the increase in prices of the 

yellow metal. Moses Hardings, executive vice 

president and head, global market group of IndusInd 

Forex reserves touch all-time high at $321 bn  
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Indian 
Cultural Centre 

The Cultural Calendar  
for the month of  
October 2011

16/2, Gregory’s Road, Colombo 07, Tel: 2684698, E-mail: iccrcolombo@gmail.com

OCTOBER 3

OCTOBER  5

OCTOBER 7

OCTOBER 12

Tribute to Mahatma
Lecture by Ven. Olande Ananda Natyollash
Peace:Thematic Bharata Natyam performance
Dr. Padmaja Venkatesh (India)

Lecture on The Character of Carnatic Classical Music 
and Launch of Music Club
T. M. Krishna Eminent Carnatic Musician
Followed by screening of a documentary film on him:
Margazhi Raagam

Carnatic Vocal Concert
T.M.Krishna
Accompanied on Violin by Akkarai S. Subhalakshmi
on Mridangam by Kallidaikurichi Sivakumar on Ghatam by 
Giridhar Udupa and on Ganjira by Alathur Rajaganesh

Hindi Rasanjali
An evening of music,poetry and dance
by the Hindi students of the Centre

Venue & Time: ICC Auditorium 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: ICC Auditorium 6.00 p.m

Venue & Time: Ramakrishna Mission Hall 6.30 p.m
Ramakrishna Road., Colombo 06
(Organised in association with 
Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs
and supported by Virakesari)

Venue & Time: ICC Auditorium 6.30 p.m.

OCTOBER 14

OCTOBER 17

OCTOBER 19

Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Nobel Laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore
Kanya
A combination of Sri Lankan and Indian 
classical and fusion dance by Chandana Wickramasinghe
and the Dancer's Guild of Sri Lanka

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration
Mahatma: beyond all the barriers
by Prof. Sarath Amunugama
Vice- Chancellor, University of Kelaniya
Chief Guest: H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, 
High Commissioner of India
organised by Sri Lanka India Society

Inauguration
The Film South Asia Retrospective
Hosted by Young Asia Television (YA TV)
in partnership with Film South Asia Secretariat, Nepal
and the India-Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo
Guest of Honour: H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner 
for India

Venue & Time: ICC Auditorium 6.30 p.m.

Venue & Time: ICC Auditorium 5.30 p.m

Venue: ICC Auditorium
Films shows - 20 to 22 October 2011
Venue & Time: Punchi Theatre, Borella 
between 2 p.m and 6 p.m

1st October 2011

Open for entries

Participate Now

facebook.com/realindianis twitter.com/realindiaisyoutube.com/realindiais

WHAT IS YOUR PERCEPTION?
INDIA IS...

Win Prizes!
You could win up to US$ 7500

hosted by
PUBLIC DIPLOMACY DIVISION

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

www.indianis.org

Pick a theme India Is... Colourful.
India Is... Creative.
India Is... Wherever you are.

Get noticed The winning film will be sent, on behalp of the Indian 
government, to renowned International Film Festivals.

Create a short film     Your film should be under 3 minutes.

VIDEO
C H A L L E N G E

2011
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