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Prime Minister's visit to Cambodia 

VISITS

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh travelled to 
Cambodia on November 18, 2012 to attend the ASEAN 
and East Asia Summits on the sidelines of which met 
leaders of some other countries, including China. 

Dr. Singh, who was initially scheduled to visit Japan also 
before it was cancelled, was in the Cambodian capital 
Phnom Penh for three days. 

During his visit to Cambodia, Dr. Singh  pitched for 
increased trade and investment between India and 
ASEAN, a grouping of 10 South East Asian countries, 
against the backdrop of economic crisis hitting Europe 
and other parts of the western world.  

India and ASEAN  held negotiations on a Free Trade 
Agreement in Services and Investment and   concluded 
these before the Summit on November 19.  The two 
sides have already signed FTA in Goods. 

During the last India-ASEAN Summit held in Bali in 
Indonesia, Singh had cited the global economic 
downturn to push for conclusion of a "commercially-
meaningful" Services and Investment pact by March this 
year to create a positive atmosphere for implementation 
of the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement. 

He had also highlighted the need for greater connectivity 
and cooperation on security issues, including maritime 
security, counter-terrorism, training, exercises and 
disaster management. 

Addressing the Summit, Dr. Singh described India's 
partnership with ASEAN as "one of the cornerstones" of 

foreign policy and the foundation of India’s 'Look East' 
Policy. 

India-ASEAN trade has been increasing at a rapid pace 
over the last few years and has already crossed the USD 
70 billion target set for 2012. It currently stands at USD 
79 billion. 

India's trade with ASEAN was over USD 50 billion in 2011-
12 after a 30 per cent jump over the previous financial 
year. 

The Prime Minister  also updated the ASEAN leaders on 
the progress made on revival of the centre of learning at 
Nalanda, Bihar. 

On the sidelines of the ASEAN and EAS Summits, Singh 
met Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao besides leaders of 
some other countries. 

03

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh at the 7th East Asia Summit in Phnom 

Penh ,Cambodia (November 20, 2012)

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh  and leaders of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members pose for a group photo during the 
10th ASEAN-India (10+1) Summit in Phnom Penh, capital of Cambodia, Nov. 19, 2012.
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Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh being greeted by Cambodian girls on 
his arrival at the Phnom Penh International Airport

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
addressing  the plenary session of 10 th 
ASEAN-India summit

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh with Sultan of Brunei, His 
Majesty Hassanal Bolkiah

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with Prime 
Minister of Singapore, Mr. Lee Hsien Loong on the 
sidelines of 10th ASEAN-India Summit 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with President 
Barack Obama on the sidelines of 7th East Asia 
Summit in Phnom Penh

Group photograph of Heads of State/Government at Gala Dinner hosted by Prime Minister of Cambodia 
during 21st ASEAN Summit and Related Summits in Phnom Penh(November 19,2012)

The Prime Minister; Dr. Manmohan Singh 
meeting with the president of Philippines 
Mr Benigno Aquino III

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh at the 
bilateral meeting with the Prime Minister of Thailand, 
Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra on the sidelines of 10th 
ASEAN-INDIA summit 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh meeting 
with the Premier of China, Mr. Wen Jiabao on 
the sidelines of 10th ASEAN- India Summit

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with Prime 
Minister of Japan Mr. Yoshihiko Noda on the 
sidelines of 7th East Asia Summit
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State Visit of Prime Minister of Australia to India

The Prime Minister of Australia, Ms. Julia Gillard  paid  a 
State Visit to India from 15-17 October, 2012 at the 
invitation of the Prime Minister of India Dr Manmohan 
Singh.

During her visit, Prime Minster Ms. Gillard  held 
delegation level talks with the Prime Minister and called 
on the President Shri Pranab Mukherjee on October 17, 
2012. On the same day she also received the External 
Affairs Minister Shri S.M. Krishna and the Leader of 

Opposition Smt. Sushma Swaraj, and meet with 
Chairman of UPA, Smt. Sonia Gandhi.

Bilateral relations between India and Australia were 
elevated to the level of a strategic partnership during the 
visit of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to India in November 
2009. The visit of Prime Minister Ms. Gillard lead to 
strengthening of the cooperative relations between the 
two countries, and was provide further impetus for the 
future development of the strategic partnership.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh meeting with 
The Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard 
during the ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee meeting with 
Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard in New 
Delhi 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and the Prime Minister of Australia, 
Ms. Julia Gillard at the delegation level talks, in New Delhi on October 17, 2012

Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard at the Interactive Q & A Session 
with Young Indian Leaders in New Delhi

Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard being 
received by the Minister of State for 
Communications and Information Technology, 
Shri Sachin Pilot at Air Force Station, Palam in 
New Delhi (October 15, 2012)

Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard paying 
floral tributes at the Samadhi of Mahatma 
Gandhi, at Rajghat in New Delhi

Prime Minister of Australia Ms. Julia Gillard inspecting the Guard of Honour at the ceremonial reception 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi 
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State Visit of the King of Spain to India

His Majesty King Juan Carlos I of Spain  paid a State Visit 
to India from October 24-27, 2012. 

His Majesty the King of Spain was accorded a ceremonial 
welcome on October 26, 2012 in Delhi. He called on the 
Hon’ble President of India, who  hosted a State Banquet 
in his honour. Delegation level talks  took place between 
the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the King of Spain. The 
King was accompanied by a high level Ministerial, official 
and business delegation from Spain.

India-Spain bilateral trade in the year 2011 was close to 
US $ 5 billion, which represents a growth of almost 18% 

over 2010. Spanish investment in India is over US $ 1.15 
billion. India’s total investment in Spain is valued around 
Euro 605 million. Mutually beneficial opportunities for 
investments by Spanish companies in India exist in a 
number of sectors such as infrastructure, transport, 
energy, amongst others.

The Royal family of Spain has a strong and abiding 
interest in India. The visit of His Majesty  carried forward 
the process of high-level interaction and deepen the 
relations between the two countries.

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with the 
King of Spain, His Majesty Juan Carlos I at the ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi (October 26, 2012). 

King of Spain, His Majesty Juan Carlos I inspecting the Guard of Honour at the 
ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi

King of Spain, His Majesty Juan 
Carlos I, paying floral tributes at the 
Samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi at 
Rajghat in New Delhi

Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Leader of Opposition, 
Lok Sabha calls on King of Spain, His Majesty 
Juan Carlos I, in New Delhi Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson UPA calls on King of Spain, His 

Majesty Juan Carlos I, in New Delhi 

External Affairs Minister Shri S.M Krishna calls on the King of 
Spain, His Majesty Juan Carlos I, in New Delhi 

Vice President Shri Hamid Ansari calls on King of Spain, His 
Majesty Juan Carlos I, in New Delhi

King of Spain, His Majesty Juan Carlos I, and Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh at the delegation level talks in New Delhi 
(October 26, 2012)
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Visit of Prime Minister of Canada to India

The Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper,  paid a 
State Visit to India from November 4-9, 2012. 

During this visit, apart from official engagements in New 
Delhi, Prime Minister Harper and Laureen Harper  visited 
Agra, Chandigarh and Bengaluru. He  brought with him a 
high level Ministerial, official and business delegation 
from Canada, including three Ministers – Edward Fast, 
Minister of International Trade and Minister of Asia-
Pacific Gateway; Tim Uppal, Minister of State (Democratic 
Reform) and Bal Gosal, Minister of State for Sport. He 
was accompanied by a number of Members of 
Parliament, Senators, senior officials and business 
persons, including six members of the India-Canada 
CEOs Forum.

During his official engagements in New Delhi on 
November 6, 2012, Prime Minster Harper  called upon 
the President of India and the Vice-President of India. 
The Prime Minister of India received Prime Minister 
Harper at Hyderabad House that evening, after which 
Prime Minister  hossted a banquet dinner in honour of 
Prime Minister Harper and his wife. The visiting dignitary 
also meet UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi. The Leader of 
the Opposition Sushma Swaraj and Minister of State for 

External Affairs, Preneet Kaur, separately called on Prime 
Minister Harper.

India-Canada bilateral trade in the year 2011 was USD 
5.2 billion, registering a growth of over 28% over 2010. 
Total Canadian investment in India is estimated to be 
US$ 4.3 billion, while India’s total investment in Canada is 
estimated to be US$ 14.2 billion. In the year 2010, Indian 
investment in Canada was around US$ 6.4 billion and 
Canadian investment in India around US$ 485 million.

Energy, Mining, Infrastructure, Higher Education, Science 
and Technology and Agriculture are priority areas of 
bilateral cooperation. Canadians of Indian origin are a 
significant segment of the population of Canada, with a 
population estimated at over 1 million, which over 3% of 
the total population.

This is the second visit of Prime Minister Harper to India; 
he last visited India in November 2009. The visit provides 
both sides an opportunity to identify ways to further 
deepen the bilateral relationship.

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and the 
Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Stephen Harper, at 
the joint press conference 

Prime Minister of Canada Mr. Stephen Harper and his 
wife Mrs. Laureen Harper at the Samadhi of Mahatma 
Gandhi in New Delhi 

Smt. Sushma Swaraj Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha calls on Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. 
Stephen Harper in New Delhi

Minister of State for External Affairs, Smt. 
Preneet Kaur calls on Prime Minister of 
Canada, Mr. Stephen Harper in New Delhi 

Prime Minister of Canada Mr. Stephen Haper and his wife 
Mrs. Laureen Harper visiting the Takhat Shri Keshgarh 
Sahib in Punjab

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with Prime Minister of Canada Mr. Stephen Harper at the 
delegation level talks in New Delhi 

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee meeting with 
the Prime Minister of Canada Mr. Stephen Harper 
in New Delhi

Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Stephen Harper 
calls on the Vice President, Shri Mohammad 
Hamid Ansari, in New Delhi

OCTOBER - DECEMBER  2012

07
PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


State Visit of President of Afghanistan to India

The President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan H.E. 
Hamid Karzai,  paid  a State Visit to India from November 
9-13, 2012. He  was in Mumbai and Delhi during the 
course of his visit. The President of Afghanistan  was 
accompanied by a high level Ministerial and official 
delegation from Afghanistan. 

While in Delhi, President Karzai accorded a ceremonial 
welcome on November 12, 2012. The President of India 
hosted a State Banquet in his honour. Delegation level 
talks  was   held between the Prime Minister and 
President Karzai.

President Karzai delivered the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Memorial Lecture organized by the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations in New Delhi on November 12, 2012.

President Karzai's visit, after Prime Minister's landmark 
visit to Kabul in May 2011, carries forward the high-level 
engagement between the two countries. During 
President Karzai’s last visit to India in October 2011 a 
historic Strategic Partnership Agreement was signed. 
The visit provides an opportunity for both countries to 
review and consolidate their strategic partnership and 
discuss bilateral, regional and global issues of mutual 
interest.

President of Afghanistan H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai being 
introduced to Indian Delegates at the Ceremonial Reception 
in New Delhi 

President of Afghanistan H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai meeting with Prime Miniser Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and President Shri Pranab Mukherjee at the Ceremonial Reception at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi (November 12, 2012)

President of Afghanistan H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai inspecting the Guard of Honour at the 
Ceremonial Reception at Rashtrapti Bhavan in New Delhi 

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and the President of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai at the delegation level talks in New Delhi

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and the President of 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai at the 
joint press interaction in New Delhi

President of of Afghanistan, Shri Hamid Karzai calls on the 
Chairperson, UPA, Smt. Sonia Gandhi in New Delhi

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Smt. Sushma Swaraj calls 
on the President of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Shri 
Hamid Karzai calls in New Delhi 
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Visit of Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich, Prime Minister of the Republic of Belarus

His Excellency Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich, the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Belarus, paid a working visit to 
India on 13-14 November 2012.

The Prime Minister of Belarus was the guest of honour at 
the inauguration ceremony of the 32nd India 
International Trade Fair 2012 in New Delhi. During the 
inauguration, the visiting dignitary had a wide-ranging 
discussion with Shri Pranab Mukherjee, President of 
India. The President warmly recalled his interaction, as 
the External Affairs Minister of India, with President 
Lukashenko, during the latter’s state visit to India in 2007. 
Prime Minister Myasnikovich, accompanied by the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry of India, Shri Anand 
Sharma, inaugurated the special pavilion of the Republic 
of Belarus at the India international Trade Fair. Belarus 
has been designated India’s partner country at the Trade 
Fair this year and more than 60 Belarusian companies 
and organisations are participating in the Fair, 
showcasing their scientific and technological prowess.

Prime Minister Myasnikovich met with Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, Prime Minister of India, and held detailed talks 
focussed on raising bilateral cooperation to a 
qualitatively higher level. Both leaders agreed to give a 
strong fillip to bilateral relations, particularly in the areas 
of fertilisers, pharmaceuticals and science & technology. 
Shri. Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Shri Jaipal Reddy, Minister of Science & Technology, Shri. 
Pratik Patil, Minister of State for Coal and Shri Sudhir 
Mittal, Secretary, Department of Fertilisers also called on 
the visiting dignitary.

A Joint India-Belarus Business Forum was organised on 
the occasion by India’s apex chambers of commerce and 
industry, CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM. The business forum 
was addressed by the Belarusian Prime Minister and the 
Indian Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Ms 
Daggubati Purandeswari. Three business level contracts 
were also concluded.

Bilateral documents in the fields of energy, fertilisers, 
pharmaceuticals, education, media and information 
technology were signed in the presence of the Prime 
Minister of Belarus.

India and Belarus reviewed the progress in bilateral 
cooperation and agreed to intensify dialogue and 
cooperation in the trade, economic and industrial 
spheres and focus on the areas of fertil isers, 
pharmaceuticals, science and technology, information 
technology, education, culture and sports. Both sides 
agreed to expeditiously resolve outstanding issues of 
bilateral trade and promote two-way investment flows 
and the setting up of joint ventures. Both sides also 
exchanged views on a number of regional and 
international issues of mutual concern and agreed to 
continue their close cooperation at international and 
multilateral fora.

The visiting dignitary invited the President and the Prime 
Minister of India to visit the Republic of Belarus at their 
convenience.

Prime Minister of the Republic of Belarus, Dr. 
Mikhail Myasnikovich being received by the 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Shri Sanjay 
Singh at Air Force Station, Palam, in New Delhi 
(November 13, 2012)

Union Minister for Science & technology and Earth Sciences, 
Shri S. Jaipal reddy calls on Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Belarus, Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich in New Delhi 

Shri Prakashbapu Patil, Minister of State for Coal calls on H.E. Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich, 
Prime Minister of Republic of Belarus in New Delhi (November 14, 2012)

Prime Minister of Republic of Belarus, Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich calls on Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh in New Delhi (November 14, 2012)
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ASEAN-INDIA COMMEMORATIVE SUMMIT

India hosted the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit 
on December 20-21, 2012 to mark the 20th anniversary 
of our dialogue-level partnership and the 10th 
anniversary of our Summit-level partnership with ASEAN. 
The theme of the Summit is 'ASEAN-India Partnership for 
Peace and Shared Prosperity'.

The Prime Ministers of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, the Sultan of Brunei, 
the Presidents of Indonesia and Myanmar and the Vice 
President of the Philippines were participated at the 
Summit. Cambodia, as the ASEAN Chair, was Co-Chairing 
the Commemorative Summit with India. Brunei was the 
Country Coordinator for ASEAN's Dialogue Partnership 
with India.

ASEAN-India dialogue relations have grown rapidly from 
a sectoral dialogue partnership in 1992 to a full dialogue 
partnership in December 1995. We have had annual 
Summits since 2002.

Ongoing collaboration under the ASEAN-India 
partnership is guided by the Plan of Action (2010-2015) 
for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity adopted at 
the 8th ASEAN-India Summit in 2010 in Hanoi, Viet Nam. 
At the 10th ASEAN-India Summit at Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia in November 2012, ASEAN and Indian 
Leaders took stock of progress under the Plan of Action.

At the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit Plenary on 
December 20, 2012, the Leaders  set out their vision for 
the future direction of ASEAN-India relations in order to 
enhance the level of engagement and integration 
between the ASEAN countries and India.

ASEAN and India have had an intensive year of 
engagement to mark the 20th anniversary of the 
relationship. Ministerial level meetings have been held 
on Tourism, Environment, Agriculture, Renewable Energy 
and Trade & Economic matters. The Heads of Space 
Agencies of ASEAN and India met in June this year. There 
has been engagement between experts at multiple 

workshops relating to 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e , 
m i t i g a t i o n  a n d 
adaptation technologies 
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 
potential cooperation in 
renewable energy. An 
Agri-Expo has been held 
for the first time with 
ASEAN countries. India 
h a s  c o n t i n u e d  a n d 
intensified its people-to-
people programmes for 
t h e  A S E A N  a n d  i s 
currently hosting 220 
ASEAN students, 27 ASEAN farmers, 30 ASEAN diplomats 
and 13 Senior Editors under the institutionalized 
mechanisms for such capacity building cooperation. An 
Indian Navy Sail Training Ship INS Sudarshini is on a 6 
month long ASEAN Expedition and the 2nd ASEAN-India 
Car Rally has just concluded in Guwahati after traversing 
almost 8000 kms from Yogjakarta in Indonesia through 8 
ASEAN countries to India. All ASEAN countries have 
participated in these events.

Heads of State/Government at the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit, 2012 in New Delhi

Delegates at the Plenary Session of the ASEAN-India Commemorative 
Summit, 2012 in New Delhi on December 20, 2012

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh 
at the Plenary Session of the 
ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit
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Prime Minister of Lao PDR, H.E. Mr. Thongsing Thammavong 
being welcomed by the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and his wife Smt. Gursharan kaur, during the sidelines of the 
ASEAN-INDIA Commemorative Summit-2012

Prime Minister of Vietnam, H.E Mr. Nguyen Tan Dung being 
welcomed by the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and his 
wife Smt. Gursharan Kaur, during the sidelines of the ASEAN-
INDIA Commemorative Summit-2012

Prime Minister of Malaysia, H.E. Mr. Mohammad Najib Abdul 
Razak being welcomed by the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and his wife Smt. Gursharan kaur, during the sidelines of 
the ASEAN-INDIA Commemorative Summit-2012

His Majesty Sultan of Brunei, Mr. Hassanal Bolkiah being 
welcomed by the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and his 
wife Smt. Gursharan Kaur, during the sidelines of the ASEAN-
INDIA Commemorative Summit-2012

President of Myanmar, Mr. Thein Sein at the 
bilateral meeting with the Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, at the ASEAN-India 
Commemorative Summit, 2012

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee meeting 
with Prime Minister of Malaysia H.E. Mr. 
Dato Sri Mohd. Najib Abdul Razajk at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi

Prime Minister of Singapore, H.E Mr. Lee Hsien 
Loong being welcomed by the Prime Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh and his wife Smt. Gursharan 
kaur, during the sidelines of the ASEAN-INDIA 
Commemorative Summit-2012

Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Smt. Gursharan Kaur along with the Heads of 
Government and Heads of State of ASEAN Countries, their spouses and other dignitaries 
at the Ceremonial Flag Down of the ASEAN-India car rally, in New Delhi 

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee meeting 
with President of Indonesia H.E. Mr. Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan in New Delhi 

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee meeting 
with His Majesty Sultan of Brunei, Mr. 
Hassanal Bolkiah at Rashtrapati Bhawan

President Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
meeting with Prime Minister of 
Cambodia H.E. Hun Sen at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan

ASEAN-INDIA COMMEMORATIVE SUMMIT IN PICS
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Dr Manmohan Singh's message to Barack Obama

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on November 07 2012,   
congratulated US President Barack Obama on being re-
elected to lead the country for another four years. 

Dear Mr. President,

It gives me great pleasure to convey to you my warmest 
congratulations on your re-election as the President of the 
United States. The renewed confidence that the people of 
your great country have reposed in you is as   much a tribute 
to your qualities of head and heart as it is an indication of 
the faith that the American people have in your leadership. 

Your mandate gives   you a historic opportunity to continue 
to work for the welfare of the American people as also for 
global peace and progress at an admittedly difficult 
juncture, not just for the U.S., but indeed for the world at 
large.

Over the last four years, consistent with our vision of a global 
strategic partnership between India and the United States, 
the ties between our two democracies have seen sustained 
growth. We have not only advanced cooperation across the 
full spectrum of our bilateral relationship, but also deepened 
our engagement in the pursuit of global peace, stability and  
prosperity.

I have personally valued our friendship and I look forward to 
continuing our rewarding association in order to build 
further on the enduring foundations of our shared values 
and the accomplishments of the past four years. I have  no 
doubt that there is much more we can do together to further 
strengthen the India-U.S. partnership and thereby advance 
peace and stability, expand mutual economic opportunities, 
harness the potential of science and technology, innovation 
and higher education and empower our people to address 
global challenges.

My wife joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Obama, as well as 
Malia and Sasha, good health, success and happiness as 
you prepare for a new term in office.

BILATERAL BEAT  

Joint Press Statement on Comprehensive Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
between India and Sri Lanka

The first round of talks between India and Sri Lanka on 
comprehensive civil nuclear cooperation was held on 
12 October 2012 in New Delhi. The Indian delegation 
was led by Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Joint Secretary 
in the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 
and 

The first round of talks between India and Sri Lanka on 
comprehensive civil nuclear cooperation was held on 
12 October 2012 in New Delhi. The Indian delegation 
was led by Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Joint Secretary 
in the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 
and included representatives from the Department of 
Atomic Energy of India. The Sri Lankan delegation was 
led by Mr. I. Ansar, Additional Secretary in the Ministry 

of External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka and 
included representatives from the Atomic Energy 
Authority and the Ministry of Power and Energy of Sri 
Lanka. 

Discussions were held in a warm, friendly and cordial 
manner. Both sides exchanged views on all aspects of 
civil nuclear cooperation and reaffirmed their 
commitment to strengthen bilateral cooperation in 
the uses of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes 
to mutual benefit of the people of the two countries. It 
was agreed that the two sides would work towards a 
comprehensive Agreement on Bilateral Civil Nuclear 
Cooperation. Discussions included, inter alia, training 
of officials, nuclear safety and response to nuclear 
accidents. 
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Visit of the High Commissioner of India to Kandy

High Commissioner H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha visited 
Kandy in the Central Province on 16 November 2012.  
During the visit, he called on the Most Venerable 
Udugama Buddharakkita, Mahanayake Thero of Asgiriya 
Chapter and the Most Venerable Thibbatuwawe Sri 
Siddhartha Sumangala, Mahanayake Thero of Malwatte 
Chapter. He also met Hon’ble Sarath Ekanayake, Chief 
Minister of Central Province and attended a luncheon 
meeting organized by the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Central Province.

 During his calls on the Mahanayake Thero of Asgiriya 
Chapter and the Mahanayake Thero of Malwatte 
Chapter, the High Commissioner highlighted the series 
o f  in i t ia t i ves  undertaken by  Ind ia  to  jo int l y 
commemorate the Sambuddhatva Jayanti with Sri Lanka. 
He mentioned that he was particularly impressed by the 
overwhelming public response to the Exposition of 
Kapilavastu Relics at  all the ten venues in Sri Lanka.  He 
was happy to learn that approximately  3.5 million 
devotees had paid homage to the Sacred Relics, which 
had been brought to Sri Lanka by the Hon’ble Minister of 
Culture of India on 19th August 2012, in response to the 
special request made by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka 
to H.E. the Prime Minister of India. The High 
Commissioner noted that Buddhism continued to be 
one of the common threads binding India and Sri Lanka. 
H.E. the President of Sri Lanka had laid the foundation 
stone of the University of Buddhist and Indic Studies at 
Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh, during his visit to India in 
September 2012.  He extended invitations to the two 
Mahanayake Theros to visit India. The Mahanayake 
Theros of the Asgiriya and the Malwatte Chapters 
appreciated the special gesture of the Government of 
India in organizing the exposition of the Sacred 
Kapilavastu Relics in Sri Lanka and acknowledged the 
deep cultural and spiritual bonds between India and Sri 
Lanka.

 The High Commissioner and the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of the Central Province reviewed progress in the Indian-
assisted development projects currently being 
undertaken in the Province, including the construction of 
a 150-bed hospital at Dickoya fully grant-funded by the 
Government of India and the construction of 4000 
houses in the Central Province under the third phase of 
the Indian Housing Project, which is expected to 
commence soon. The High Commissioner announced 
that the Dickoya Hospital project was expected to be 
completed on schedule by July 2013 and requested the 
full involvement of the Central Province Administration in 
the Indian Housing Project.  He also pointed out that the 
Corpus Fund for CEWET had been doubled and that the 
number of general scholarships for deserving Sri Lankan 
students had been trebled.

 Respond ing  to  spec ific  requests ,  the  H igh 
Commissioner offered Indian assistance in reviving the 
closed Hotel Management School in Kandy by 
conducting training courses. He also offered to provide 
medical equipment to the upcoming Cancer Treatment 
Section in the Kandy General Hospital, similar to projects 
undertaken by India to provide critical medical 
equipment to General Hospitals at Jaffna, Killinochi and 
Mulaitivu under the Small Development Programme 
Scheme. The High Commissioner extended an invitation 
to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to visit India.

 During the business luncheon organized by the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Central Province, 
the High Commissioner announced that a half-day 
Business Seminar would be organized in Kandy in 
December this year to create further awareness about 
the business opportunities between India and Sri Lanka, 
particularly the advantages offered by the India-Sri Lanka 
Free Trade Agreement and the additional benefits to be 
made available by the proposed CEPA.

Visit of Business Mission from Confederation of Indian Industry

A thirteen member high-powered Business Mission from 
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) visited 
Colombo from 18-20 November, 2012. This is the fourth 
business delegation from CII to visit Sri Lanka in the past 
one year. 

The Business Mission was led by Mr. Adi Godrej, 
President of CII & Chairman of the Godrej Group. The 
other members of the delegation included Mr Chandrajit 

B a n e r j e e ,  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l , 
Confederation of Indian Industry; Mr 
R a h u l  B a j a j ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t , 
Confederation of Indian Industry and 
Chairman, Bajaj Auto Limited; Mr 
Sudhir Deoras, Deputy Chairman, CII 
(Eastern Region) & Managing Director, 
TRF Limited; Mr S Chandrasekhar, 
Managing Director, Bhoruka Power 
Corporation Ltd.; Mr V. K. Mathews, 

Chairman, CII Kerala State Council & Executive Chairman, 
IBS Software Services; Mr Sunil Duggal, CEO, Dabur India 
Ltd.; Mr Satish Jamdar, Managing Director, Blue Star 
Limited; Mr Sunil Wadhwa, Chief Executive Officer, IL&FS 
Energy Development Company Ltd.; Mr Shubh 
Shrivastava, Chief (Global Business & Strategy), The Tata 
Power Company Ltd.; Ms Sangeeta Prasad, Chief 
Executive Officer, Mahindra World City; Mr Sujith 
Haridas, Regional Director (Southern Region), 
Confederation of Indian Industry; and Mr Manish Mohan, 
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Director & Head South Asia, Confederation of Indian 
Industry.  The main areas of business interest of the 
delegation included consumer goods, IT/BPO, 
automobile sector, electronic and engineering products, 
air-condit ioning & refrigeration, hydro power 
generation, wind energy, infrastructure & real estate. 

During the visit, the Indian business delegation had 
meetings with Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development; Hon. Dr. Sarath Amunugama, 
Senior Minister of International Monetary Cooperation & 
Deputy Finance Minister; Dr. P. B. Jayasundera, Secretary 
(Treasury); and Mr. Anura Siriwardena, Secretary, 
Min istry  of  Industry  & Commerce.  The High 
Commissioner of India, H.E. Ashok K. Kantha also 
received the business delegation and briefed them on 
various aspects of the business opportunities in Sri 
Lanka. The delegation also met officials at the Board of 
Investment and interacted with Indian CEOs based in Sri 
Lanka. The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce organized a 
business-to-business meeting with the CII delegation.   

Mr. Adi Godrej, President of CII & Chairman of the Godrej 
Group, during the meeting with the Economic 
Development Minister Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, underlined 
that Sri Lanka was a priority country for Indian Industry 
and conveyed the interest of Indian industry to invest in 
the Sri Lankan economy and create capacity for export. 
The Indian delegation assured its interlocutors that CII 
would work closely with the Sri Lankan side to develop 
various investment proposals and make efforts to 
disseminate information on the opportunities available 
in Sri Lanka among the members of Confederation of 
Indian Industry. Mr. Godrej suggested that Indian 
companies should leverage the supportive policy 
environment provided by Sri Lanka to set up priority 
industries like pharmaceuticals, IT and tourism and 
hospitality.  He said that CII would be happy to partner 
with the relevant institutions in Sri Lanka in the area of 
capacity-building and training of human resources at 
various centres of excellence run by CII.  He recalled the 
offer made earlier to train 200 Sri Lankan students at 
Infosys training facilities at Mysore, and requested the 
Government of Sri Lanka to expedite the finalization of 
modalities and take advantage of the offer. CII also 
agreed to share its experience and expertise to promote 
rural entrepreneurship.

Welcoming the Indian delegation, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa 
said that the Government of Sri Lanka has had useful 
meetings with the CII delegation in the past. He accepted 
the invitation extended by CII to lead a business 
delegation to participate in the “Partnership Summit” to 
be held in Agra from 27-29 January, 2013. The 

Partnership Summit will provide opportunities to the 
government and businesses from Sri Lanka to showcase 
the trade & investment opportunities in Sri Lanka. CII 
also offered to organize a special session for Sri Lanka 
during the Partnership Summit. 

During various other official and business meetings, the 
need for forging enhanced economic and trade relations 
between Sri Lanka & India was highlighted. Both Ceylon 
Chamber of Commerce and CII decided to undertake a 
study in a time-bound manner with the help of 
knowledge partners on each side, to identify specific 
areas under the Free Trade Agreement where both sides 
could work together. During the interaction with the 
membership of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, both 
sides agreed on the rationale for closer economic 
integration, building on the progress achieved through 
the FTA and the need for intensive consultations towards 
developing a comprehensive framework for sustainable 
economic partnership. Both sides also acknowledged, 
contrary to what is generally believed, that the trade 
between the two countries in the tariff lines covered by 
the FTA is balanced. The CII business delegation argued 
for early conclusion of a comprehensive economic 
partnership agreement between India and Sri Lanka, to 
take the economic relationship to the next level. 

India is the largest trade partner of Sri Lanka. Trade 
between the two neighbors has surged eight times since 
2000 when the bilateral Free Trade Agreement came into 
force. It may be recalled that, in 2000, the bilateral trade 
turnover amounted to just US$ 658 million. It crossed 
the US$ 5 billion mark in 2011-12. India has regularly 
been among the top two investors in Sri Lanka and was 
the largest FDI source in 2011, with investments worth 
about US$ 150 million. The cumulative Indian 
investment into Sri Lanka since 2003 has crossed US$ 
800 million. Several Indian companies have planned 
investments in Sri Lanka in the coming years, including 
ITC Ltd, Tata Housing, Shree Renuka Sugars, Dabur India 
Ltd, etc. Indian companies like Godrej, Bajaj, Tata & 
Dabur are a household name in Sri Lanka. Likewise, 
investments by Sri Lankan companies in India too are 
surging, as Sri Lankan businesses take advantage of 
India’s dynamic economy and large market. 

CII is a non-government, industry-led and industry-
managed body representing over 8100 organizations 
(direct membership) from the private and public sectors, 
SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of over 
90,000 companies from around 400 national and 
regional sectoral associations. It was founded 116 years 
ago and works closely with the Ceylon Chamber of 
Commerce to foster business and economic linkages 
between the two countries. 
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High Commissioner inaugurates Vocational Training Centre (VTC) at 
Nuwara Eliya set up with an Indian grant assistance of LKR 215 million

High Commissioner H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha visited  
Nuwara Eliya in the Central Province from 17-18 
November 2012. 

During his visit, High Commissioner along with Hon. 
Dullas Alahapperuma, the Minister for Youth Affairs and 
Skil ls Development, Government of Sri Lanka, 
inaugurated the Vocational Training Centre, Nuwara 
Eliya, by formally handing over the equipments installed 
at the Centre.  The handing over event was also graced by 
Hon. Members of Parliament, Mr. Radhakrishnan, Mr. 
Rajadurai; Mrs. Anushia Shivarajah, Hon. Minister for 
Tamil Education, Central Province; the Mayor of Nuwara 
Eliya and Mr. A. Natarajan, Assistant High Commissioner 
of India, Kandy, besides the Chairman of VTA, Col. 
Darshana Ratnayake, Mr. W.D. Fernando, Director 
(Training), VTA and Mr. Niroshana Perera, Regional 
Director, VTC, Nuwara Eliya.

In his remarks, the High Commissioner noted that India 
had undertaken to implement projects to set up 
Vocational Training Centres in various parts of Sri Lanka 
under Indian grant assistance to help students to gain 
professional knowledge so as to gain meaningful 
employment and to encourage self-entrepreneurship. 
He highlighted that VTC Nuwara Eliya was the fifth 
Vocational Training Centre set up with the support of the 
Government of India and would help students from the 
Central Province and adjoining areas to pursue training 
and build a career in vocational trade. India had earlier 
supported setting up of VTCs at Hatton, Puttalam, 
Vantharamullai and Onthachimadam in Batticaloa. The 
High Commissioner  encouraged students to avail 
scholarships offered by India, which had almost been 
trebled from this year.  

A Memorandum of Understanding for setting up the VTC 
in Nuwara Eliya with an Indian grant assistance of SLR 
215 million was signed with the Government of Sri Lanka 
in July 2011.  With the handing over of the machinery and 
equipment, the VTC will start imparting vocational 
training to students in seven trades (Machine shop; 
Industrial and Domestic electrician; Electronics; 
Hardware and Networking; Information Technology Lab; 
Automobile and Aluminum Fabrication).   The 
Implementing Agency for the Project, Hindustan 
Machine Tools HMT(I), has also provided equipment, 
books, computers, vehicles (3 mini buses and 1 Pick up 
van) and has already trained nine trainee instructors 
from Sri Lanka covering various disciplines for a total 
period of 27 man-months in India.  HMT(I) would also be 
providing on-the-job training by Indian experts.

In his remarks, Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, the Minister 
for Youth Affairs and Skills Development expressed his 
gratitude to the Government and the people of India for 
providing heavy equipment to the Vocational Training 
Centre at Nuwara Eliya and said “India is not only Sri 
Lanka’s close and intimate neighbour but also racially, 
culturally and economically so close that no other 
country in the world could be compared”.

The High Commissioner’s visit to the Central Province 
helped in reviewing the progress of Indian-assisted 
projects in the Province and in exploring opportunities to 
further develop economic, cultural and people-to-
people links between India and Central Province of Sri 
Lanka.  The Government of India has been implementing 
a variety of multi-sectoral projects in Sri Lanka based on 
the needs and priorities identified by the people of Sri 
Lanka.

High Commissioner of India addresses Sri Lankan Defence Services 
Command and Staff College

On an invitation extended by the Ministry of Defence and 
Urban Development, Government of Sri Lanka, H.E. 
Ashok K Kantha, High Commissioner of India, addressed 
the students and faculty of Defence Services Command 
and Staff College on the theme “India’s Foreign and 
Defence Policies” on 22 November 2012.  The High 

Commissioner was cordially welcomed by 
M a j o r  G e n e ra l  J C  R a m b u k p o t h a , 
Commandant Defence Services Command 
and Staff College on arrival.

 In his address, the High Commissioner 
touched upon India’s unique geographical 
location and key global and regional 
developments influencing India’s security 
environment and highlighted that India’s 
unique geographical position, maritime as 
well as continental entity, with its footprints 
and interests reaching well beyond South 
Asia and positioned as a bridge between 
different parts of Asia such as West Asia, 

Central Asia, East Asia etc. formed the key determinants 
of the India’s defence policies. 

 He underlined the transformation of global and regional 
balance of power, in which the risk of direct conflict 
between major states has markedly receded, 
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transnational challenges like terrorism, proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, energy security, climate 
change and the prolonged economic crisis have become 
the primary threats to global peace and stability. He 
emphasized the need for a collective global response to 
these challenges and especially the ones emanating 
from non-states actors, failed or weakened States. He 
drew attention to international terrorism as possibly the 
pre-eminent threat to global peace and security while 
pointing out India’s own experience as a victim of cross 
border terrorism for over two decades. He underlined 
the major risks associated with weapons of mass 
destruction possibly falling into the hands of terrorists 
and non-state actors and to the increased incidences of 
piracy, gun running and terrorism in the Indian Ocean 
region.

The High Commissioner highlighted that India’s 
overriding foreign and defence policy objective is to 
secure a peaceful and enabling international 
environment, both in the neighbourhood and globally, so 
as to concentrate on domestic priorities of nationhood 
a n d  i n c l u s i v e  d ev e l o p m e n t  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g 
independence and autonomy in India’s decision making. 
He underlined that another vital objective is to protect 
and safeguard India’s territorial integrity and sovereignty 
and to deal with non-traditional threats to security which 
are increasingly becoming trans-national in character. 
He also underlined India’s recognition that transnational 
challenges can be addressed only through global efforts.

 The High Commissioner drew attention to the fact that 
India has never pursued aggressive or expansionist 
policies and India’s armed forces have always been used 
to defend the motherland against external aggression. 
India has never sent troops abroad except for UN peace 
keeping operations or at the express specific request of 
the legitimate government of the country concerned. 
India’s defence preparedness and credible deterrence 
includes nuclear doctrine of credible minimum 
deterrence, which envisages no first use of nuclear 
weapons, non-use against non-nuclear weapon states 
and voluntary moratorium on further nuclear tests. He 
underlined that India’s defence preparedness has not 
been at the cost of development and India’s defence 

expenditure remains modest at around 2% of the GDP 
and in per capita terms is among the lowest in the world.

 The High Commissioner emphasized that a natural 
corollary of India’s non-aligned foreign policy has been to 
enhance engagement with all the major countries of the 
world, which has resulted in substantial strengthening of 
our relationship with all the major countries and regions 
of the world and India’s rapid economic and social 
transformation since early 1990s has provided 
opportunities to meaningfully engage with the rest of the 
world in an unprecedented manner. India, at the same 
time, has been in the forefront of promoting South-
South cooperation and continues to give highest priority 
to closer political, economic and other ties with our 
neighbours in South Asia and extended neighbourhood.  
He also referred to India’s successful “Look East Policy” 
launched in 1990s which is based on a cooperative 
paradigm of positive inter-connectedness of economic 
and security interests. He noted that there is a growing 
appreciation of India’s relevance and role in addressing 
cross-cutting global issues and India today is today a net 
provider of security in domains ranging from maritime 
security to UN Peace keeping operations and one of the 
engines helping to pull global economy out of recession.

 High Commissioner Kantha highlighted that India is Sri 
Lanka’s closest neighbour and our bilateral relationship 
is extremely strong, anchored in common civilization 
heritage, shared interests and interlinked destinies. He 
underlined that India has consistently stood for a united, 
strong and prosperous Sri Lanka and the defence 
cooperation between the two countries encompasses a 
wide array of activities such as high level exchanges, 
training, joint exercises and exchange of goodwill visits by 
Naval ships of the two countries. In recent years, the 
relationship has been marked by close contacts at the 
highest political level, growing trade and investment, 
cooperation in the fields of development, education, 
culture and defence, as well as a broad understanding on 
major issues of international interest.

High Commissioner’s address was followed by an 
interactive session in which he responded to interesting 
questions raised by student officers. The event 
concluded with the presentation of a memento to the 
High Commissioner by the Commandant, Staff College.

India assumed the Presidency of Colombo Plan

India assumed the Presidency of Colombo Plan Council 
for a period of one year on 17 December 2012. H.E. 
Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner assumed the 
Presidency of the Colombo Plan Council. The Colombo 

Plan is a regional Intergovernmental Body with 
Secretariat located in Colombo. Details about Colombo 
Plan can be obtained from http://www.colombo-
plan.org/
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India gifts 175 boats with outboard motors and fishing equipment worth 
LKR 71 million to IDPs at Mannar

The High Commissioner of India H.E. Mr. Ashok K. Kantha 
visited Mannar District in the Northern Province on 2 
December 2012 and handed over 175 boats with one 
outboard motor each and twelve fishing nets to 350 
beneficiaries. The boats were handed over in the 
presence of Hon. Dr. Rajitha Senaratne, Minister of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and Hon. Mr. Rishad 
Bathiudeen, Minister of Industries and Commerce. The 
handing over ceremony was also graced by Hon. 
G.A.Chandrasiri, Governor of Northern Province, Mr. 
Hunais Farook, Member of Parliament, Mr. W.M.Ehiyan, 
Chairman, Musali Pradesiya Sabha and several other 
senior officials. These boats have been gifted under the 
grant assistance of Government of India at a cost of LKR 
71 million.

In his remarks, the High Commissioner highlighted that 
India"s assistance to the Sri Lankan people has evolved 
taking into account the immediate needs and 
requirements as articulated by the Government of Sri 
Lanka. India"s assistance which focused on emergency 
relief assistance towards the end of the armed conflict 
and in its immediate aftermath, gradually focused on the 
resettlement of the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). 
The subsequent requirements of re-construction are 
being addressed through the flagship Indian housing 
project, the Northern Railway reconstruction project and 
other infrastructural development initiatives. In parallel, 
several small development projects have been 
implemented to promote livelihood generation activities 
and the gifting of 175 fishing boats is a part of efforts to 
rejuvenate the economy of the Northern Province. 

Given the importance of fishing as a prime livelihood 
generating avenue, the High Commissioner recalled that 
India had earlier gifted fishing boats and associated 
equipment to the fisherman in Vaharai, Eastern Province 
in 2009. India is also working on the Project to strengthen 
the existing fishnet factory at Gurunagar, Jaffna by 
supplying equipment at a cost of LKR 152 million, which 
would result in substantial employment generation. 

The High Commissioner also used the opportunity of his 
visit to review the progress of Indian-assisted projects in 

the Northern Province. He underlined that the Northern 
Railway reconstruction project was progressing 
smoothly and would be completed ahead of schedule by 
December 2013. He dwelt upon the benefits of 
increased connectivity of the Northern Province with the 
rest of Sri Lanka once the project was completed it would 
give a tremendous boost to the economy of the region. 
Continuing on the theme of connectivity, High 
Commissioner expressed hope that the ferry service 
between Talaimannar and Rameswaram would be 
resumed soon and pointed out that Government of India 
was in favour of early resumption of the ferry service and 
is prepared to work with Government of Sri Lanka in this 
regard. 

Referring to the flagship Indian housing project, the High 
Commissioner remarked that the pilot phase of 
construction of 1000 houses has been successfully 
completed and the second phase based on owner 
driven model was launched on 2 October 2012. He 
emphasized that Government of India has set aside 
adequate funds for this Project and it would be 
completed within three years. He looked forward to work 
closely with the Government of Sri Lanka and other 
stakeholders for the timely completion of the Project. 

In his remarks, Hon. Dr. Rajitha Senaratne, Minister of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, pointed out that the 
hallmark of Indian assistance was that all her support to 
Sri Lanka has come in the form of grant assistance. He 
thanked the Government of India for implementing 
several livelihood projects, including the grand housing 
project involving construction of 50,000 houses for 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). 

In his remarks, Hon Mr. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of 
Industr ies  and Commerce,  a lso thanked the 
Government of India for the continuous support 
extended to implement a variety of projects aimed at 
resettlement of the IDPs in the conflict-affected areas 
and restoration of their livelihoods. He also stated that 
the people of Musali would be grateful to India for 
implementing a number of development projects in the 
region.
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India-Sri Lanka Foundation supports participation of three faculty members 
from Sri Lanka in  PHYSWARE 2012

India-Sri Lanka Foundation supported the participation 
of 3 faculty members from the University of Peradeniya, 
University of Jaffna and University of Rajarata in 
PHYSWARE 2012, held at Miranda House, University of 
Delhi from 26 November to 7 December, 2012.

PHYSWARE 2012 was a two week collaborative 
International “Educate the Educator” workshop on low-
cost equipment and appropriate technologies that 
promote undergraduate level hands-on physics 
education throughout the developing world. PHYSWARE 
2012, an activity of the Abdus Salam International Centre 
for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), Trieste, a UNESCO 
organization and the International Commission of 
Physics Education (ICPE), Commission 14 of the 
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), 
and ICSU organization brought together about 50 
participants from 15 countries to the workshops.

The purpose of the Physware Series of Workshops is to 
create and strengthen the regional and international 
networks of physics educators who can impact the 
quality of physics education at the tertiary level, 
especially in the developing countries. Physware 
emanates from shared concerns on the lack of high-
quality education in physics with detrimental 
consequences on scientific research and socio-
economic process.

India-Sri Lanka Foundation plays a catalytic role in 
promoting cultural and educational exchanges between 
India and Sri Lanka through youth exchanges, student 
exchange programmes and by supporting participants 
of scholars/experts in appropriate workshops or 
academic events.

During the last few years, ISLF had supported student 
exchange programmes and educational visits benefiting 
approximately 100 students including participation of 20 
students from Northern province on an educational visit 
to New Delhi; participation of 8 students and 2 teachers 
from Richmond College Galle in the Gateway Computer 
Tournament organized by Montfort Sr. Secondary 
School, New Delhi; visit of 6 Ayurveda doctors of the 
Department of Indigenous Medicine, Colombo 
Municipal Council to Kottakkal Arya Vaidya Sala and 
Trivandrum Kamaranathpuram Sanjeewani Research 
institute; participation of 12 students and 3 lecturers 
from the University of Colombo in the South Asian 
Economics Students Meet (SAESM); participation of a 6 
members each from the South Eastern University of Sri 
Lanka and the Sabaragamuwa University in BLISSPOINT 
2011 organized by Economics Association of Sri 
Venkateswara College, Delhi University and participation 
of 4 eminent personalities of the Sri Lankan film industry 
at the South Asian Film Festival at Goa.

 The India - Sri Lanka Foundation was established by a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
governments of India and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to 
foster India - Sri Lanka relations through the 
enhancement of economic, scientific, technical and 
cultural  cooperation and to promote greater 
understanding between the people of the two countries. 

Award of Mahatma Gandhi Scholarships

At a ceremony organized at the Ministry of Education on 
October  10, 2012, 150 meritorious students were 
awarded the prestigious Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship 
with Hon. Bandula Gunawardena, Minister of Education, 
as the Chief Guest in the presence of H.E. Mr. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India in Sri Lanka. 

The ceremony was attended by senior officials of the 
Education Ministry, principals of leading schools in 
Colombo and parents of selected students. Speaking on 
the occasion, Mr. S.M. Gotabaya Jayarathna, Secretary 
Education, lauded the assistance provided under the 
Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship Scheme to 150 
meritorious and needy students from Sri Lanka, six each 
from all the 25 districts.Mr. Jayarathna noted that the 
prestigious scholarship, initiated in 2006 with an annual 
intake of 100 students, has assisted several needy 
students to continue their studies and complete GCE 
Advance level. 

He thanked the Government of India for increasing the 
scholarship amount to Rs 2,000/- per month and also the 
number of students by 50% to 150 from the current year. 
The Chief Guest on the occasion, Hon. Bandula 
Gunawardena, said educational, cultural and religious 
ties between India and Sri Lanka were initiated several 
centuries ago when Arahath Mahinda Thero came to the 
country from India. Under his guidance, Buddhist 
centres of learning were established, which led to the 
flourishing of Buddhism in the country, since that time 
the relationship has moved from strength to strength. 
He further said, in recent times India has provided 
assistance in several areas including the proposed 
language laboratories in all nine provinces, setting up an 
India - Sri Lanka Centre for English Language Training 
(ISLCELT) at Peradeniya and the training of teachers at 
English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU) in 
Hyderabad. H. E. Ashok K.Kantha, High Commissioner of 
India, expressed his gratitude to all the officials of the 
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Ministry of Education for working tirelessly in selecting 
the meritorious students in consultation with the High 
Commission of India. 

He said the Scholarship has been aptly named after 
Mahatma Gandhi, India's Father of the Nation. The great 
man virtually single-handedly energized the entire 
nation to rise and free themselves from colonial rule by 
peaceful means. High Commissioner Kantha noted that 
the Mahatma Gandhi scholarship was not a mere 
financial award provided to O level students and to assist 
them in completing GCE Advance level. 

It was recognition for a lifetime. These awardees would 
henceforth be recognized as winners of the Mahatma 
Gandhi scholarship. It thus placed tremendous 
responsibility on the students in not just performing well 
academically, but also to spread the noble ideals of the 
great leader, which includes peace, tolerance and 

respect for all. The High Commissioner informed the 
scholarship winners to take advantage of several 
scholarship schemes offered by India to pursue higher 
studies in some of India's best institutes of learning. He 
said preferential treatment would be given to Mahatma 
Gandhi Scholarship awardees for Indian scholarships. 
He noted that, starting this year the number of 
scholarships had been virtually tripled to over 270 slots, 
amounting to a grant assistance of Rs. 2.5 billion 
provided by India over the next three years. 

The fully-funded scholarships enable a student to 
pursue studies at undergraduate, masters and research 
scholar levels. A diverse range of disciplines are covered 
under the scholarships including Engineering, Science, 
Business, Economics, Arts, Dance and Music. More 
details about the scholarships offered are available at 
www.hcicolombo.org

CULTURE

Arpeggio Creative Dance Academy troupe performs in Ladakh

A dance troupe from the Arpeggio Dance Academy, 
Padukka, Sri Lanka led by its Director and well known 
Choreographer, Mr Nilan Maligaspe, visited Ladakh, J&K 
in September 2012 to perform the dance drama based 
on Kuveni and Vijaya, the first lovers of Thambapanni. 
The visit was supported by the India-Sri Lanka 
Foundation. 

Members of the troupe  visited the Indian High Commission on 29 
September 2012 after the successful completion of their trip to India. 
Seen here with High Commissioner H.E. Ashok Kantha.
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High Commission of India - Indian CEOs Forum T-20 Match

On a fine sunny Saturday morning, a day before the ICC T-20 World Cup, teams from Indian High Commission and 
Indian CEO's Forum played T-20 Cricket match at Police park stadium. Though the CEO's Forum team won the 
tightly contested match, both the teams were winners as the objective of developing camaraderie between the 
High Commission officials and CEO's was fully achieved through fun filled Saturday interaction.
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Visit of a delegation from Santiniketan to Sri Lanka

A 42 member delegation from Santiniketan led by Mr. 
Sushantha Dattagupta Vice-Chancellor, Visva-Bharati, 
Santiniketan and comprising of faculty members and 
students visited Sri Lanka at the invitation of Hillwood 
College, Kandy from 28 September to 5 October 2012. 
This was a reciprocal visit as a team of 27 students from 
Hillwood College, had visited Santiniketan in August 
2011 and had participated in 'Barsha Mangal', a festival 
to welcome the monsoon along with students from 
many other parts of the world reflective of Rabindranath 
Tagore‘s concept of bringing the whole world into one 
nest.

The students and teachers of Santinilketan, Visva-
Bharati enthralled the students and other distinguished 
audience from Kandy at the Hillwood College with their 
performances of dance-dramas based on Tagore‘s 
stories “Shap Mochan” on 29 September and 
“Chandalika” on 1 October in Kandy.

The delegation was warmly received on 3 October at the 
Sri Palee College, an institute whose foundation was laid 
down by Gurudev Tagore himself during his visit to Sri 
Lanka in 1934 at the invitation of Wilmut Perera and 
which is modeled on the lines of Santiniketan. A 
delegation of the Sri Palee Past Pupil Association had 
visited Santiniketan in July 2012 and facilitated the visit 
and performances of the Santiniketan delegation at Sri 
Palee. The visit further renewed the linkages between 
Santiniketan and Sri Palee and strengthened the bonds 
of friendship between youths of India and Sri Lanka.

On 3 October 2012, faculty members and students from 
Santniketan presented “Shaap Mochan”, a dance-drama 
at John De Silva Theatre, Colombo. “Shaap Mochan”, a 
love story of Saurasen and his beloved Madhusree, their 
banishment from Heaven and the suffering of Sourosen 
as the disfigured King Aruneshwar was beautifully 
presented with dramatic expression and lights.

On 4 October 2012, the troupe performed dance-drama 
“Chandalika” at the Ramakrishna Mission Hall. 
Chandalika,based on a popular Buddhist legend, is story 
of a girl, condemned by her birth, to a caste that is looked 
down upon and subjected to discrimination suddenly 
awakened to a consciousness of her full rights as a 
woman by the humanity of a follower of the Buddha, who 
accepts water from her hand and teaches her to judge 
herself not by the artificial values that society attaches to 
the accidents of birth but by her capacity for love and 
service. The performance was graced by H.E. Ashok K. 
Kantha, High Commissioner of India. The Colombo leg of 
the visit was organized by the Global Organisation of the 
People of Indian Origin (GOPIO), Sri Lanka.

During the visit, Vice-Chancellor, Visva-Bharati, 
Santiniketan had fruitful discussions with the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Colombo and extended 
her an invitation to visit Santiniketan. The delegation also 
met “Friends of Santiniketan”, an association which 
brings alumni of Santiniketan in Sri Lanka together on 
one platform. “Friends of Santiniketan” are also 
organizing “Char Adhyay” a cultural festival from 15-17 
October in Colombo as a tribute to Gurudev Tagore.

Rabindranath Tagore has a genuine groundswell of 
support in Sri Lanka and his five visits to Sri Lanka had 
made a deep impact on the cultural resurgence of Sri 
Lanka by inspiring artistes, dancers, and singers to visit 
Santiniketan and who later on developed their genres to 
classical forms. The visit of a delegation from an institute 
founded by Gurudev Tagore, Santiniketan, to Sri Lanka 
further cemeneted the multi-faceted partnership 
between India and Sri Lanka, a partnership which is 
based on a strong bedrock of shared cultural and 
civilizational heritage and extensive people to people 
contacts.

The troupe visited the High Commission and  called on H.E. the High 
Commissioner H. E. Ashok Kantha

Highlights of the troupe’s performances in Sri Lanka
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 Performances of the Santinikentan Troupe in Sri Lanka
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The 29th session of the Board of Directors of the India Sri 
Lanka Foundation (ISLF) was held in New Delhi on the 
15th October, 2012. The session was co-chaired by the 
High Commissioner of India in Sri Lanka H. E. Ashok K. 
Kantha and the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in India 
H.E. Prasad Kariyawasam. Board members of the 
Foundation, Ambassador M. Rasgotra, Prof. P. V. 
Indiresan, Mr. Sunimal Fernando and Mr. Thirukumar 
Nadesan also participated.

 At this session, the Board approved full or partial funding 
for several new projects including partial funding for 
preparation and publication of a Crafts Map of Sri Lanka 
by Western Provincial Handicrafts Development 
Foundation in association with Dastkari Haat Samithi of 
New Delhi. Presently, there is no comprehensive hand 
book with information regarding the crafts of Sri Lanka 
and this initiative will support development of the crafts 
industry in Sri Lanka as well as would be of immense use 
to the tourism industry.

 Project proposals such as preparation and publication 
of a Braille edition of a Sinhala practical course in 
Hindustani classical music; preparation and publication 
of a Sinhala- English- Hindi dictionary, (the first of its kind), 
and compilation and publication of a book “Bharatha 
Natyam - a Divine Dance” were also approved.

 Further, site visits to Sri Lanka by students of the Centre 
for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
pursuing a recently-launched course on the “State, 
Society and Religion in Sri Lanka, 3rd Century BCE – 13th 
Century CE and participation of a group of musicians 
(Beat Drummers) from Sri Lanka at the “World 
Percussion Festival” at New Delhi were approved for 
part-funding.

 The Board also approved part-support to organization 
of a Conference by the Mahatma Gandhi Centre, in 
association with the Centre for Research in Rural and 
Industrial Development (CRRID), Chandigarh; talk by an 
eminent woman business entrepreneur from India on 
the occasion of “International Women’s Day” being 
organized by Women’s Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce of Sri Lanka; organization of an Indian Film 
Festival to “Promote peace and harmony through 
culture” by Samadhi Community Development 
Foundation and organization of a seminar by the 
Ramakrishna Mission on the occasion of 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.

 Considering the encouraging response to the musical 
presentation “Divine Ecstasy” held in Jaffna this year and 
the popular demand for it to be made an annual event, 
the Board also approved organization of the second leg 
of a Cultural Festival in the Northern Province by 
Sumanasa Foundation of Mr.T. M. Krishna.

 Other interesting projects which were funded by the ISLF 
in recent months include, inter-alia, visit of famous 
photographer Mr. Benoy Behl to capture images of 
Buddhist sites in Sri Lanka; part support to “Char 
Adhyaya, a dance and musical tribute to Rabindranath 
Tagore by the  alumni of Santiniketan Friends; 

29th Session of the Board of Directors of the India- Sri Lanka Foundation 
held in New Delhi

India- Sri Lanka Foundation supports Cultural Festival “Char Adhyaya”

India Sri Lanka Foundationsupported the organization of 
a Cultural Festival “Char Adhyaya” by Santiniketan 
Friends from 15 – 18 October 2012 at several venues in 
Colombo.

An Art and Sculpture exhibition was held at the National 
Art Gallery from 15-17 October and was inaugurated on 
15 October 2012 at 5.00 p.m.  In this exhibition around 
forty paintings by artists from India, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Milan were exhibited.  The dance and 
musical show, “Char Adhyaya” was held at John de Silva 

Theatre on 16 October 2012 at 7.00 p.m.  Two dance and 
music shows titled “Salamba” and “Kanya” will be held at 
Museaus College Auditorium on 17 & 18 October, 2012 
at 7.00 p.m.    

Char Adhyaya or four chapters covers the four cultural 
aspects of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s life, namely, 
music, dance, painting and drama.  The Festival had 
performances by talented Sri Lankan Artists (alumni of 
Santiniketan) as well as performances by the students, 
teachers and artists from Santiniketan, India.

‘Santiniketan Friends’ is an organization formed by the 
Sri Lankan alumni of Santiniketan with a vision of 
providing a launching pad for fresh Sri Lankan graduates 
from Santiniketan as well as to promote Sri Lanka as a 
cultural hub for the promotion of art and culture in South 
Asia.  It aims to promote Gurudev Tagore’s vision of unity 
through culture and fusion of expression through the 
medium of fine arts and culture. 
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Famous Sri Lankan dancer and choreographer Channa 
Wickramasinghe is the President of the Santiniketan 
Friends and his troupe performed Kanya – a fusion of Sri 
Lankan dance style on the tunes of Sougata Roy 
Chowdhury, a famous Sarod player from India.  The 
other eminent Indian artists who participated in the 
festival ware Yaikhom Hemant Kumar (Manipuri dance), 
Buddhadev Das (Esraj player), Manoj Murali Nair 

(Kathakali dancer, music composer, dance drama 
director and Actor) and Swastike Mukhopadhyay 
(vocalist).  The Sri Lankan artists who participated in the 
festival include Sujeeva Ranasinghe (Esraj player), Thilini 
Rodrigo Yadev (vocalist), Charith Rumayanga Perera 
(vocalist), Samarasinghe Arachchige Maduranga 
(vocalist), Prasanna Kolambage (artist and sculptor) and 
Madhava Gunawardena (artist and designer).  

Mahatma Gandhi Oration by Dr. Radhika Coomaraswamy

The Annual Mahatma Gandhi Oration 
organized by the Sri Lanka India Society 
was delivered by Deshmanya Dr. 
Radhika Coomaraswamy, former 
Under-Secretary-General of the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  S p e c i a l 
Representative for Children and 
Armed Conflict (April 2006- July 2012), 
renowned academic, lawyer, Human 
Rights advocate, former UN Special 
Repporteur on Violence against Women, 
former Chairperson of the Sri Lanka 
Human Rights Commission and author, at 
the refurbished Indian Cultural Centre on 
Tuesday, 30 October 2012.   H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High 
Commissioner of India graced the event as Chief Guest.  
The Oration was attended by Hon’ble Members of 
Parliament, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Members 
of the Sri Lanka India Society, friends from the media, 

members of the civil society and school 
children.

I n  h i s  r e m a r k s ,  M r .  K a n d i a h 
Neelakandan emphasized Mahatma 
Gandhi as a person who was not only 
respected in India but also in Sri Lanka 
and had brought India and Sri Lanka 
closer to each other.  He quoted some 

famous sayings of Mahatma Gandhi 
and urged all to follow the footsteps of 

Mahatma Gandhi.  

In his address, High Commissioner Kantha 
highlighted that it was most appropriate that the 

first event at the refurbished Indian Cultural Centre was 
dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi- Father of the Indian 
Nation and whose Birth Anniversary on 2 October, as per 
the resolution adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly, is celebrated worldwide as the ‘International 
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Day of Non-Violence’.  High Commissioner Kantha 
highlighted that Mahatma Gandhi’s vision and example 
were relevant even today and would continue to be 
relevant in future as well, as he was a person who led by 
example, was a man of action and a great communicator. 
The principles of Ahimsa (Non-Violence) and Satyagraha 
not only inspired the freedom movement of India but 
also were a source of inspiration for legends like Martin 
Luther King and leaders like Nelson Mandela.  The High 
Commissioner highlighted that it was due to the vision of 
Mahatma Gandhi that India after Independence chose 
to be a secular, democratic republic with universal adult 
franchise.  The High Commissioner also recalled the visit 
of Mahatma Gandhi to Sri Lanka in 1927, during which he 
visited a number of places and interacted with all the 
communities, people of different political thoughts and 
of all religions.  The High Commissioner highlighted that 
Mahatma Gandhi called Sri Lanka the “nearest 
neighbour” to India and it is through that prism that we 
view our ties with Sri Lanka.  

In her Oration, Dr. Radhika Coomaraswamy analyzed the 
difficulties faced in following the principles of non-
violence advocated by Mahatma Gandhi by giving 
examples of the various dilemmas faced by her during 

her tenure as the Under-Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, Special Representative for Children and Armed 
Conflict.  She, however, concluded that the path of 
violence begets more violence.  She urged to follow the 
principles of Ahimsa and Satyagraha and to devote 
efforts, learning from the past mistakes, towards building 
of a just an equal society where an individual could enjoy 
his or her rights to the fullest.

The evening also included rendition of Bhajans by 
children of Sakthi Illam and a speech by a student 
dressed as Mahatma Gandhi.  There were also colourful 
dance performances by students of Abhinayakshetra. 

This was the first major event organized at the 
refurbished Indian Cultural Centre, which now has better 
facilities and amenities for hosting different cultural 
events and for the students enrolled in various courses 
o ff e re d  a t  t h e  C e n t re  s u c h  a s  H i n d i ,  Yo g a , 
Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Hindustani and Carnatic vocal, 
Tabla and Veena.  The Centre has a big library with a large 
collection of books on various subjects including 
contemporary releases and a reading room with Indian 
and Sri Lankan newspapers, periodicals and magazines.

OCTOBER - DECEMBER  2012

25
PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


India wins 6 out of 7 titles at the World Carrom Championship

Carrom is a widely popular game in the whole of South 
Asia. The establishment of the International Carrom 
Federation in Chennai in 1998 paved the way for official 
codification of the rules.

The eight member Indian team was accompanied by 
officials and coaches from the All India Carrom 
Federation. The final results of the 6th World Carrom 
Championship are :

Women's single Champion - Rashmi Kumari (IND), 
runner-up – S.Ilavazhagi (IND);

Men's single- Champion - Nishantha Fernando (SL), 
runner-up – G.Bharathidasan (IND);

Women's doubles - Champion – S.Ilavazhagi and Rashmi 
Kumari (IND), runner-up - Yashika Rahubadda and 
Madushika Kanchanamala(SL);

Men's doubles - Champion - Yogesh Pardesi and Prakash 
Gaikwad ( IND) ,  runners-up -  K .  Sr in ivas and 
G.Bharathidasan (IND);

Women's team event - Champion - India ( Rashmi Kumari, 
S.Ilavazhagi, Kavitha Somanchi, Pramila Devi), runners-
up - Sri Lanka ( Joseph Roshita,Yashika Rahubadda, 
Madushika Kamchanamala and Chalani Lakmali);

Men's team event - Champions - India (Yogesh Pardesi, 
Prakash Gaikwad, K. Srinivas, G.Bharathidasan), runners-
up - Sri Lanka ( Nishantha Fernando, Chamil Cooray, M. 
Sheriffdeen, Dimal Senaratne);

Swiss League - 1. Prakash Gaikwad (IND), 2. Nishantha 
Fernando (SL), 3. Yogesh Pardesi (IND), 4. K.Srinivas (IND), 
5. Chamil Cooray (SL).

The Indian Carrom team which won six out of seven titles 
at the 6th World Carrom Championship held in Colombo 
from 31 October to 4 November 2012 called on the High 
Commissioner H.E. Ashok Kantha on 5 November 2012.. 
The titles won were Women's single, doubles and team 
titles; Men's doubles and team titles; and the Swiss 
league format.  The sole exception to a clean sweep of 
the championship was the Men's single title – a title 
which has been held continuously by India since the 
inception of the Carrom World Championship in 1991. 
The Men's single title was won by Sri Lanka's Nishantha 
F e r n a n d o  a n d  t h e  r u n n e r  u p  w a s  I n d i a ' s 
G.Bharathidasan. A record 18 countries participated in 
this championship.

During the call, High Commissioner congratulated the 
team and the accompanying officials for bringing laurels 
to the country by their splendid performance. The team 
management, players and officials thanked the High 
Commissioner for his words of encouragement and 
support.

It may be recalled that in the 16th SAARC Carrom 
Championship held in July 2012 at Dhaka, Bangladesh, all 
the seven titles were won by India.

Members of the Indian team to the 6th World Carrom Championship held in Colombo from 31 Oct to 4 Nov,  visiting the  High Commission of India
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Prof. Upul Ranjith Hewawitanagamage felicitated at the 9th World Hindi 
Conference held at Johannesburg, South Africa

Prof. Upul Ranjith Hewawitanagamage, Head of the 
Department of Hindi Studies, University of Kelaniya, who 
was one of the twenty two scholars recognized and 
awarded at the 9th World Hindi Conference held at 
Johannesburg, South Africa from 22-24 September, 
2012 for their contribution to Hindi language, called on 
H.E. Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India 
November 09, 2012. 

The  H igh  Commiss ioner  congratu la ted  Pro f 
Hewawitanagamage on recognition of his services in the 
field of Hindi and the extensive work done by him such as 
teaching of Hindi and translations of Hindi works into 
Sinhala language. Prof Hewawitanagamage had received 
the award, which consisted of a citation, a memento and 
a shawl, from Hon´ble Minister of State for External 

Affairs, Ms. Preneet Kaur at the 9th 
W o r l d  H i n d i  C o n f e r e n c e  i n 
Johannesburg, South Africa on 24 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2 .  P r o f . 
Hewawitanagamage thanked the 
Government of India for making 
excellent arrangements for the 
organization of the 9th World Hindi 
C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  H i g h 
Commissioner for facilitating his 
participation.

Prof. Hewawitanagamage had done 
Ph.D. in Hindi Studies from the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi and has been involved in teaching 
Hindi for a long time. He has also done many translations 
from Hindi to Sinhala, published Hindi text books and is 
currently compiling a Sinhala-Hindi dictionary and 
work ing on text  books to study Hindi .  Prof . 
Hewawitanagamage had also received Godage National 
Literary Award for his new translation of Hindi novel by 
renowned Hindi writer Kamleshwar, titled in Sinhlala 
‘Samudurehi Ataraman Vu Minisa’ on 6th September 
2012 at the John de Silva Theater, Colombo.

University of Kelaniya is the only university in Sri Lanka 
having a separate Hindi Department. The Hindi courses 
offered at the Indian Cultural Centre are very popular 
and maximum numbers of students at the Centre are 
enrolled to learn Hindi.

Shankar’s International Children’s Competition 2012

The Indian Cultural Centre celebrated Children’s Day  
by hosting a painting, drawing on November 17,2012. 
More than 200 children from all over the Island 
participated in this competition.  Boys and girls 
between the age groups of three and fifteen drew and 

painted colourful pictures on a wide variety of themes 
using their imagination.  It was interesting to see such 
enthusiasm among the children.  At the end of the day 
each participant was awarded a certificate for 
participation. 
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High Commission of India celebrates Deepavali

Members of the High Commission of India in Colombo 
and their families got together and celebrated Deepavali 
on 11 November 2012 at the Taj Samudra Hotel, 
Colombo. 

Fireworks, Rangoli and cultural events made the evening 
a memorable one. 

High Commissioner H.E. Ashok Kantha and Mrs Sharmila 

Kantha graced the event with their presence and 
particpated in the events with gusto.

High Commissioner and Mrs Kantha wished everyone a 
Happy Deepavali and appreciated the efforts - especially 
by the children participating in the cultural events - in 
making the celebrations a huge success and added that 
this was the best Deepavali party in Colombo!
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HCI Ladies' Assoc. Stall at Int. Xmas Charity Bazaar 2012

It was again India Show in Colombo, only the setting was 
different. Ladies' Association of the High Commission of 
India, after months of meticulous planning, put up an 
excellent stall at the International Christmas Charity 
Bazaar 2012 at Hotel Hilton Ballroom. Indian stall had a 
rich display of textiles (sarees, salwar kameezs, kurtis), 
jewellery, home decoration items ( cushions, runners, 
table mats), toys, eatables (namkeeen, gulab jamun, 
pickles, ready to eat Indian food ) and heena stall. Buyers 
thronged the Indian stall and stall did roaring sales. Of 

course, courteous and beautiful smiles did force most of 
the visitors to empty their pockets. Interest in Indian 
products prove once again that there is little bit of India 
everywhere. It was all for a noble cause and the sale 
proceeds would go to identified charities. HCI Ladies' 
Association has been annually supporting Sri Lankan 
charities involved in doing good work for the differently 
abled children, orphans, old age people etc.
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Joint celebrations of ITEC and International Student’s Day 

Celebration of Hindi Divas in Kandy

For the first time, AHCI Kandy celebrated the ITEC (Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation) Day  and the 
International Student’s Day in Kandy on September 22, 
2012 at Hotel Queens, Kandy.  Besides around 120 ITEC 
Alumni, the Governor of Central Province Tikiri 
Kobbekaduwa,  the Governor of North-Western 
(Wayamba) Province Tissa Ballale, the Chief Minister of 
Central Province Sarath Ekanayake and other Senior 
bureaucrats from Central Province, Uva Province, 
Sabaragamuwa Pronice and of North-Western 
(Wayamba) Province attended the function.

AHCI, Kandy celebrated ‘Hindi Diwas’ at the Hindu 
Cultural Auditorium in Kandy on Friday, September 14, 
2012.  The programme was inaugurated by the Chief 
Guest, Mrs. Anushia Shivarajah, Minister for Education 
(Tamil), Industries, Sports, Women’s Affairs, Rural 
Development, estate Infrastructure Development, Hindu 
Culture and Youth  Affairs, Central provincial Council.  
The students of Bharatiya Kala Kendra of AHCI, Kandy 
presented a colourful and exciting classical and 
Bollywood dances, stage-drama, etc.  which was highly 
appreciated by the audience.  While addressing 
audience, the Chief Guest stated that “Hindi is the 

Many ITEC scholars, who participated in the function, 
gave brief presentations about the ITEC training that they 
had in India, the utility of their training programme back 
home in Sri Lanka and also about the general experience  
they gained while they were still in India.  While the 
Governors and other Provincial dignitaries thanked the  
Government of India, the ITEC scholars were highly 
appreciative of the gesture of Gol, which had greatly  
boosted their self-confidence and personalities.

second largest spoken language in the world and, 
therefore, Sri Lankans should learn the language”.

As part of the programme, Hindi certificates were also 
distributed to 140 Sri Lanka students, who had 
successfully completed the examinations being 
conducted by Dakshin Bharatiya Hindi Prachar Sabha, 
Chennai in February, 2012.

The programme was attended by people from all walks of 
life and people had come even from far-flung areas like 
Kurunegala, Matale, Nuwara Eliya, etc.  The programme 
was  a grand success.  
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Condolence Book in connection with the sad demise of Mr. Inder Kumar Gujral, 
former Prime Minister of India

Former Prime Minister of India Mr. Inder Kumar Gujral 
passed away on   30th November 2012.  In his long and 
distinguished public service, he held diverse political and 
diplomatic responsibilities. Apart from the Prime 
Ministershiip, he was Minister of External Affairs (1989-
1990) and held portfolios of several other Ministries in 
the  Un ion  Government ,  inc lud ing  in ter -a l i a 
Communications & Parliamentary Affairs, Information & 
Broadcasting, Public Works & Housing, and Planning. He 
also served as Indian Ambassador to USSR (1976-1980). 
In his long Parliamentary innings, Mr. Gujral was 
Chairman of various Parliamentary Committees and was 
also Leader of the Upper House. 

Born on 4th December 1919, Mr. Gujral was an 
intellectual, a scholar-statesman, a man of peace, and an 
idealist who lived by his principles. His vision was rooted 
in the teachings of the leaders of the freedom 
movement. He himself actively participated in the 
freedom struggle and was also imprisoned several times. 

He led Indian delegations to sessions of various United 
Nations bodies such as UNGA, UNHRC, UNESCO and was 
also a member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.  He is well 
known for his “Gujral Doctrine”, aimed at strengthening 
India’s relations with her neighbours without insisting on 
reciprocity, and his vision of a prosperous South Asia at 
peace with itself, including inter alia by pursuing the idea 

of ‘sub-regional cooperation’ wherever feasible, 
constitutes a lasting legacy. Mr. Gujral is also credited 
with initiating negotiations on the historic India-Sri Lanka 
Free Trade Agreement

A large number of dignitaries singed the Condolence 
Book that was kept open for signing at the High 
Commission of India, on Tuesday, 4 December, and 
Wednesday, 5 December, 2012.

Hon. Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka 
visited High Commission of India December 4, 2012 and signed the 
Condolence Book

Ravi Shankar, Indian Musician and Beatles Mentor, Dies at 92

Indian musician and composer 
Ravi Shankar, the father of 
Grammy winner Norah Jones 
and the man George Harrison 
called "the godfather of world 
music," has died. He was 92.

"It is with heavy hearts we write 
to inform you that Pandit Ravi 
Shankar, husband, father, and 
musical soul, passed away 
today, December 11th, 2012," 
his family said in a statement on 
his website. "His health has been 
fragile for the past several years 
and on Thursday he underwent 
a surgery that could have 
potentially given him a new lease 
of life. Unfortunately, despite 
the best efforts of the surgeons 
and doctors taking care of him, 
h is  body was not  able to 
withstand the strain of the 
surgery. We were at his side 
when he passed away."

Born in 1920, Shankar began touring Europe and India at 
an early age with his brother's dance group. He later gave 

up dancing and began studying 
sitar, a plucked stringed instrument 
used mainly in Indian classical 
music. He began composing, 
created the music for a trilogy of 
Bengali films that were released 
between 1955 and 1959. He was 
also the music director of All India 
Radio in New Delhi.

Shankar continued to perform and 
compose and was nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Original 
Music Score for his work on the 
1982 movie Gandhi. He also wrote 
two autobiographies. His final 
concert was on Nov. 4 in Long 
Beach, Calif.

Shankar  i s  surv i ved  by  son 
Shubhendra Shankar from his first 
m a r r i a g e ;  J o n e s ,  f r o m  h i s 
relationship with producer Sue 
Jones; and Anoushka, from his 
relationship with Sukanya Rajan. He 

also had three grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.
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The information and articles are collected from different sources and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the High Commission 
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