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External Affairs Minister Shri Salman Khurshid’s visit
7 October 2013 

The External Affairs Minister of India, Shri Salman 
Khurshid, was on a two day visit to Sri Lanka from 
7 October 2013. On arrival at the Bandarnaike 
International Airport, Hon’ble EAM was received by 
Hon. Mr. Felix Perera, Minister of Social Services, 
Government of Sri Lanka.

Hon’ble EAM visited the Indian Peace Keeping Force 
(IPKF) memorial in Colombo on 7 October 2013 and 
laid a wreath at the memorial. 

He called on H.E. the President of Sri Lanka in 
Colombo on 8 October 2013.

On the first day of his two day visit to Sri Lanka, 
Hon’ble EAM called on the Hon’ble Sri Lankan Minister 

of External Affairs Prof. G.L.Peiris and later held 
delegation level bilateral talks. A Joint Media Interaction 
was held thereafter. Many agreements including 
those relating to Sampur Power Project were signed. 

Hon’ble EAM visited the Northern Province of 
Sri Lanka on 8 October 2013. During his visit he 
distributed certificates to beneficiaries of the Indian 
Housing Project and had meetings with the Governor 
and the newly-elected Chief Minister of the Northern 
Province. He was accompanied on the visit The High 
Commissioner, HE  Shri Y.K.Sinha.

Visits
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Visit of Prime Minister of India to Russia
20 - 22  October 2013 

At the invitation of President Vladimir Putin, Prime 
Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh paid an 
Official Visit to Moscow from 20 - 22 October, 
2013 for the 14th India-Russia Annual Summit. 
 

During his visit, the Prime Minister held talks with 
President Putin to advance India’s special and 
privileged strategic partnership with the Russian 
Federation, in addition to other engagements. 
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Visit of Prime Minister of India to China
22 - 24 October 2013 

Following his visit to Russia, Prime Minister of India,  
Dr. Manmohan Singh paid an Official Visit to China 
on 22-24 October 2013 at the invitation of Premier 
Mr. Li Keqiang. The two leaders held discussions 
 

on bilateral, regional and global issues with a view 
to strengthening the bilateral partnership.  Prime 
Minister also met President Mr. Xi Jinping and National 
People’s Congress Chairman, Mr. Zhang Dejiang.
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State Visit of His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
Prime Minister of Kuwait to India
7-10 November 2013

At the invitation of Prime Minister of India, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Prime Minister 
of Kuwait, paid a State Visit to India from 7-10 
November 2013. He was accompanied by a high-
level delegation, including ministers, senior officials 
and captains of industry.

This was the first Head of Government-level visit from 
Kuwait to India since the post of Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister was bifurcated in 2003. From India, 
the last Head of Government level visit was in 1981 
when the then Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
visited Kuwait.

During the visit, Prime Minister, Sheikh Jaber called 
on President, H.E. Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Vice-
President, Shri Hamid Ansari. He held bilateral talks 
with Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh. His other 
engagements included meetings with Ministers of 
Finance, External Affairs and Commerce & Industry.  
Sheikh Jaber also attended a business luncheon 
meeting jointly organised by the three business 
chambers, FICCI, CII and ASSOCHAM. Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Jaber and his delegation also visited Agra.

India and Kuwait historically share friendly relations 
based on close people-to-people contacts. 
Geographic proximity, historical trade links, cultural 
affinities and growing cooperation in key areas of 
mutual interest, including interalia energy security, 
trade and investment, infrastructure development 
projects, petrochemicals and education continue 
to strengthen and broaden this longstanding 
relationship.

The two countries are among each other’s major 
trading partners. Kuwait has been India’s fourth 
largest crude oil supplier globally with bilateral 
trade in excess of US$ 17 billion in 2012-13. Both 
countries are exploring enhanced cooperation in 
energy and other sectors through mutually beneficial 
investments in projects, including in oil exploration, 
refineries, petrochemical complexes and fertilizer 
plants.

Indians form the largest expatriate community in 
Kuwait and their positive contribution in the progress 
and development of their host country is well 
recognized. There are over 700,000 Indian nationals 
working in Kuwait.
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Visit of External Affairs Minister of India to Sri Lanka for CHOGM 2013
13-15 November 2013 

Hon’ble External Affairs Minister, Shri Salman 
Khurshid, accompanied by Foreign Secretary, 
Smt Sujatha Singh and Senior Members of the 
delegation, arrived at the Bandarnaike International 
Airport, Colombo by a special Indian Air Force plane 

for CHOGM 2013. On arrival, Hon’ble EAM and 
members of his delegation were received at the 
Airport by Hon. G. Gunawardena, Deputy Minister 
of Civil Aviation, Government of Sri Lanka, High 
Commissioner H.E. Shri Y.K.Sinha and other officials.

Visit of the Emperor of Japan to India
30 November 2013 

Japanese Emperor Akihito and his wife Empress 
Michiko visited India in November 2013  with 
an aim to further strengthening bilateral ties.

This was be the first ever visit of an Emperor and 
Empress of Japan to India.

The Monarch and his wife had visited India as Crown 
Prince and Crown Princess in 1960.

The Royal couple were in India at the invitation of 
the President of India, H.E. Shri Pranab Mukherjee. 
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The Emperor had meetings with the President and 
Prime Minister, Dr.  Manmohan Singh,  to discuss 
bilateral, regional and international issues. 

The ties between India and Japan are on the upswing.

Dr. Singh had visited Japan in May 2013, during 
which both sides had agreed to further enhance 
cooperation in diverse fields, particularly in trade and 
investment.

The two sides had also decided to accelerate talks on 
a civil nuclear deal to allow Japan to export nuclear 
reactors to India and to bolster maritime security 
cooperation.

Negotiations for the civil nuclear cooperation 
agreement have not made much headway since 
Japan was struck by Fukushima nuclear disaster in 
March 2011.

In the financial year 2011-12, India-Japan bilateral 
trade reached USD 18.43 billion.

The year 2012  also marked the 60th anniversary of 
establishment of diplomatic relations between India 
and Japan.

State Visit of His Excellency Mr. Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom,  
President of the Republic of Maldives to India
 1-4 January 2014

His Excellency Mr. Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom, 
President of the Republic of Maldives, paid a State 
Visit to India from 1-4 January 2014. President 
Yameen was accompanied by his wife Mrs. Fathimath 
Ibrahim and a high level delegation.

This was President Yameen’s first official visit abroad  
after assuming the Office of President of the Maldives  

in November 2013. The visit provided an opportunity 
to further enhance the close and multifaceted 
relations between India and Maldives.

The President of Maldives held bilateral discussions 
with both the President and the Prime Minister of 
India on issues of mutual concern. 
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Northern Provincial Elections in Sri Lanka
24 September 2013 

The Government of India welcomed the successful 
culmination of elections to three Provincial Councils, 
including the Northern Provincial Council, on 21 
September 2013. The high voter turnout and the 
enthusiastic participation of various political parties 
demonstrated the continuing commitment of 
the people of Sri Lanka to democratic values and 
elections for representative bodies at various levels, 
including the Provincial Councils. We have taken note 
of the observations made by election observers from 
the Forum of South Asian Election Management 
Bodies and also the Commonwealth. Overall, it has 
been acknowledged that the will of the people has 
been reflected at these elections.

The Government of Sri Lanka has honoured its 
commitment to the international community to hold 

elections to the Northern Provincial Council. We look 
forward to the implementation by the Government 
of Sri Lanka of other important commitments made 
to the international community, including the full 
implementation of the 13th Amendment and going 
beyond it.

We have noted the positive statements made by the 
TNA and the Government of Sri Lanka. It is indeed 
a matter of satisfaction that they have expressed 
willingness to work with each other for the progress 
of the people of the Northern Province. We would 
urge both sides to engage constructively, in a spirit of 
partnership and mutual accommodation, so that the 
urgent needs of the people of the Northern Province, 
which has recently emerged from the throes of 
a thirty-year long armed conflict, are addressed 
with a sense of urgency and purpose. Only such a 
cooperative approach will pave the way for genuine 
reconciliation between the communities involved.

The Government of India is committed to working 
with both the sides to further this process, so that 
all communities in Sri Lanka, including the minorities, 
can feel that they are equal stakeholders in a 
united Sri Lanka and can look forward to a future 
marked by equality, justice, dignity and self-respect. 
 

Remarks by Hon’ble EAM at the Ceremony for Distribution of 
Certificates to Beneficiaries of the Indian Housing Project and Small 
Business Enterprises in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka at Jaffna 
8 October 2013 

Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is my first visit to Jaffna. I am particularly happy 
that my visit coincides with the historic occasion of the  
 
successful culmination of the first provincial elections 
in over 25 years and the formation of the Northern 

Provincial Council. It also gives me a lot of pleasure to 
be part of this ceremony to handover certificates to a 
small number of beneficiaries of our Housing Project, 
and to those of our project to provide assistance 
to owners of micro and small enterprises, whose 
business premises were damaged during the armed 
conflict.

After decades of armed conflict, when the people 
of Sri Lanka are staking a claim to a peaceful future, 
the Government and the people of India remain 
committed to assisting them in their endeavours 
for rehabilitation and reconstruction. Our 
assistance to the Sri Lankan people, appreciated 
for its timeliness and phased approach, has evolved 
taking into account the ground situation and the 
immediate needs of the people at any given time. 
Earlier today I had visited Tellipalai, one of the villages 
where beneficiaries are reconstructing their houses 
themselves, with the help of funds provided by the 
Government of India. I was happy to inaugurate two 
houses that had just been completed, among many 

Bilateral beat
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others in the area. Our Housing Project is truly the 
flagship project of India’s development assistance 
to Sri Lanka and I am happy to note that this is the 
largest grant assistance project undertaken by the 
Government of India in any part of the world. Having 
completed 1000 houses under the Pilot Project, 
nearly 16,000 houses are under various stages of 
construction in the 2ndPhase of the Indian Housing 
Project. It is expected that our commitment to 
construct all the 50,000 houses would be fulfilled 
before the end of 2015.

The reconstruction project for the Northern Railway 
line, under Indian lines of credit, is progressing 
smoothly. The Medawachchiya-Madhu Road section 
was inaugurated in April 2013 and the Kilinochchi-
Omanthai section was inaugurated in September 
2013. The full project is expected to be completed 
by April 2014, ahead of schedule. Our vision is to 
see the Yaal Devi Express, which used to ply on this 
route, restart its services in 2014. Complementing 
our assistance in the railways sector, we have helped 
remove wrecks from the Kankesanthurai Harbour 
and have completed the process of dredging the 
port. We have offered a line of credit for upgrading 
the infrastructure and developing it into a commercial 
port. Our efforts would also be to enhance sea-side 
connectivity by restarting the ferry service between 
Rameswaram and Talaimannar. For this purpose, 

we are helping reconstruct the pier at Talaimannar. 
In addition, we have also offered assistance to 
rehabilitate Palaly and develop it into a full-fledged 
civilian airport, with regional connectivity. Our belief 
is that these initiatives will provide a substantial fillip 
to the local economies on both sides.

Under our Small Development Project Scheme, we 
have successfully completed a number of other 
projects and continue to expand our portfolio of 
projects in diverse sectors such as health, education, 
agriculture, fishing, livelihood restoration, community 
empowerment, and culture.

Another important project of ours is the construction 
of the Jaffna Cultural Centre at a location next to 
the Jaffna Public Library. We are in the process of 
concluding the MoU with the Government of Sri Lanka 
for implementation of the project. I am confident 
that this Centre, when completed, will emerge as a 
cultural landmark in Jaffna, if not the entire Northern 
Province.

Friends,

India and Sri Lanka share a dynamic and multi-
faceted relationship which is rooted in civilisation of 
ties of history, language, culture, religion and trade. 
An important aspect of this is the special relationship 
between the people of the Northern Province and 
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those of Southern India. Over centuries, Jaffa has 
stood at the crossroads of history, culture and 
religion, apart from trade, arts, dance and literature.

India remains committed to uplifting the lives of the 
people of the Northern Province through its efforts 
to restore the social, educational, economic and 
cultural infrastructure, which were devastated by the 
armed conflict.

Yesterday, I witnessed the signing of a number of 
agreements marking the conclusion of negotiations 
for the Sampur Thermal Power Project. We can 
now proceed with the implementation of the 
project on the ground. We are hopeful that this 
project, apart from adding 500 MW to the national 
grid, will have a beneficial effect on the local 
economy in the East. We have also signed an MoU 
to provide technical assistance to support the 10-
year National Plan for a Trilingual Sri Lanka. We 
believe this is an important initiative to promote 
harmony and national reconciliation between 
the various linguistic communities in Sri Lanka. 
 

I would like to assure the people of the Northern 
Province that India will work closely with the 
Government of Sri Lanka and the Northern Provincial 
Council, to ensure that a constructive and cooperative 
relationship is established, with the overall objective 
of rebuilding peoples’ lives devastated by the three 
decades of armed conflict.

We agree that it would be desirable to bring together 
the representatives of fishermen from both sides 
to resolve and to find a reasonable solution to the 
sensitive fishermen issue at the earliest.

India is committed to pursuing the full implementation 
of the 13th Amendment, and building upon it, to 
achieve a meaningful devolution of powers. Our 
objective is to enable a lasting political settlement 
which will ensure that all communities, including the 
Sri Lankan Tamil community, are able to lead a life 
marked by equality, justice, dignity and self-respect. 
In this regard, India will do everything possible to 
work with the Government of Sri Lanka to take 
this process forward in a spirit of partnership and 
cooperation.

Foundation Stone laid for Handicrafts Village in Hambantota
23 October 2013 

The foundation stone for the Handicrafts Village 
at Hambantota was laid by H.E. Y.K. Sinha the 
High Commissioner of India and Hon. Douglas 
Devananda, Minister of Traditional Industries and 
Small Enterprises Development, at a brief ceremony 
held in Hambantota on 23 October 2013. Mr. R. 
Raghunathan, Consul General of India, Hambantota, 

Mr. Sivagnanasothy, Secretary to the Ministry of 
Traditional Industries, Mr. Buddhi Keerthisena, 
Chairman of the National Crafts Council and several 
other senior government officials participated in the 
event.

The project, to be implemented at a cost of SLR 20 
million, is expected to be completed by February 2014. 
It is expected to assist a large number of craftsmen 
in Hambantota, who are engaged in producing 
traditional handicraft items using raw materials from 
sea-shells, cane, pottery and wood carvings, but do 
have not adequate avenues to market their produce 
effectively. The Handicrafts Village will bring together 
traditional craftsmen and their produce on one side 
and the customers and tourists on the other, for 
mutual benefit. The project is anticipated to provide 
a welcome boost to the local handicrafts sector and 
enhance livelihood opportunities for craftsmen in 
the Southern Province.

In his address at the event, Hon. Douglas Devananda 
thanked the Government of India for funding 
this Project. He underlined several other projects 
being executed by his Ministry under Indian grant 
assistance, including the project to set up the Fishnet 
Factory in Jaffna at a cost of SLR 166 million and the 
project to revive the Industrial Estate at Atchchuvely 
in Jaffna, at a cost of SLR 220 million, which are 
expected to improve livelihood and employment 
opportunities for the youth of the Northern region.
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The High Commissioner, in his remarks, emphasized 
that India and Sri Lanka share a dynamic and multi-
faceted relationship, which is rooted in history, 
language, culture, religion and trade and that the 
relations between the two countries have matured and 
diversified with the passage of time, encompassing 
all areas of contemporary relevance. The revival of 
employment opportunities and restoring livelihoods 
of the people has been an important priority of India’s 
development assistance projects in Sri Lanka. The 
Handicrafts village in Hambantota is one of the many 
initiatives undertaken by the Government of India 
to promote livelihood opportunities in the conflict-
affected areas as well as in other parts of Sri Lanka.

The Government of India has been implementing a 
variety of multi-sectoral projects in Sri Lanka based 
on the needs and priorities identified by both 
countries. India’s portfolio of development projects 
now encompasses virtually all major sectors of 
the economy, including housing, infrastructure, 
education, health, agriculture, fisheries, industry, 
handicrafts and culture. The scope and scale of these 
projects has increased exponentially since the end 
of the armed conflict in 2009. The Government of 
India has implemented grant-assisted projects alone 
worth SLR 20 billion during the past four years, in 

addition to other projects funded by lines of credit. 
In the Southern Province, the project to restore the 
Southern Railway line (118 km) from Kalutara to 
Matara, which was damaged by the Tsunami, was 
completed ahead of schedule using an Indian line of 
credit.

The Indian Housing Project involving construction 
of 50,000 houses through grant assistance is the 
flagship Project being implemented in Sri Lanka at 
an estimated cost of US$ 272 million. The second 
phase of the Project, involving for construction of 
43,000 houses under the owner-driven model, is 
progressing well. 4,000 houses have been completed 
till date and another 12,500 houses are in different 
stages of construction. Till date, SLR 7 billion has 
been released as grant assistance to the beneficiaries 
selected under the Project. Earlier this month, during 
the visit of Hon. Salman Khursheed, the External 
Affairs Minister of India, to Colombo on 7-8 October 
2013, agreements were signed for implementation of 
the Sampur Thermal Power Project in Trincomalee. 
India has committed a concessional line of credit 
amounting to US$ 200 million, to finance the equity 
share of CEB and the transmission lines and other 
infrastructure associated with the power plant.

Visit of 11-member CEOs Mission from the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) to participate in the Commonwealth Business Forum in 
Sri Lanka
11-14  November 2013 

An eleven member high-level Business Mission from 
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) visited 
Colombo from November 11-14, 2013 to participate 
in the Commonwealth Business Forum. This was the 
fifth business delegation from CII to visit Sri Lanka in 
the recent years.

The Business Mission was led by Mr. S. 
Gopalakrishnan, President of CII & Co-Founder 
& Executive Vice Chairman of Infosys Ltd. The 
delegation included Mr. Rahul Bajaj, Past President, 
Confederation of Indian Industry and Chairman, Bajaj 

Auto Ltd.; Mr. Sunil Kaushal, 
Regional Chief Executive 
Officer (India & South Asia), 
Standard Chartered Bank; 
Mr. Arun Bedi, Founder & 
Chief Executive Officer, M/s 
Indo-British Consulting; Mr. 
Vinod Vohra, Chairman, M/s 
Repro India Ltd.; Dr. Rajiv I. 
Modi, Chairman & Managing 
Director, M/s Cadila 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.; Mr. 
Mukesh Dhruve, Executive 
Director, M/s Repro India Ltd.; 
Mr. Pradipta K. Mohtapatra, 

Chairman, M/s Coaching Foundation India Ltd.; 
Ms. Supriya Banerji, Deputy Director General, 
Confederation of Indian Industry; and Mr. Manish 
Mohan, Director & Head-South Asia & Central Asia, 
Confederation of Indian Industry.

During the visit, the Indian business delegation 
participated in the Opening Ceremony of the 
Commonwealth Business Forum held at the 
Hotel Cinnamon Grand on November 12 with the 
Keynote Address by H.E. the President of Sri Lanka 
on “Partnering for Wealth Creation and Social 
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Development”. Mr. Rahul Bajaj, Past President, CII & 
Chairman, M/s Bajaj Auto Ltd. will chair the session 
on “The Commonwealth, Indian Ocean and SAARC: 
Building New Partnerships”. Mr. S. Gopalakrishnan, 
President, CII & Executive Vice Chairman, M/s 
Infosys Ltd. delivered a speech in the session 
leading the Indian business delegation to the CBF. 
In the afternoon, the Indian delegation called on 
Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & 
Commerce, Government of Sri Lanka, followed by a 
meeting with H.E. the High Commissioner of India. 
The business delegation also called on some other 
Sri Lankan and foreign dignitaries during the visit. 
A CII-Standard Chartered Bank special session on 
“Developed Markets v/s Emerging Markets: Impact 
of the Current Global Economy on Emerging Global 
Trade Corridors” was also held on the morning of 
November 13.

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is a non-
government, industry-led and industry-managed 
body representing over 8100 organizations (direct 
membership) from the private and public sectors, 
SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of 
over 90,000 companies from around 400 national 
and regional sectoral associations. It was founded 

117 years ago and works closely with the Ceylon 
Chamber of Commerce to foster business and 
economic linkages between India and Sri Lanka.

Hon’ble Minister of Commerce, Industry and Textiles 
of India Shri Anand Sharma has extended an invitation 
to Hon. Mr. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry 
and Commerce of Sri Lanka to participate in “The 
Partnership Summit 2014 – Emerging Global Value 
Chains: Building Partnerships” which is scheduled 
to be held from January 27-29, 2014 in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. This important annual international event 
is organized by the CII and a delegation from Sri 
Lankan business community led by Hon. Minister 
of Industry and Commerce of Sri Lanka is expected 
to participate in the forthcoming Summit.In addition 
to the 13-member CII CEOs Mission, over 20 Indian 
companies are also expected to participate in the 
“Reflection of Sri Lanka: Exposition on Trade, Tourism 
& Investment” scheduled to be held parallel to the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) from 13-17 November 2013 at the Jana 
Kala Kendra, Battaramulla. The Indian companies will 
display a wide range of engineering machinery and 
equipment in the Exhibition.

Project to set up nine language labs in the nine provinces of Sri Lanka 
inaugurated at Gampaha in Western Province
2 December 2013 

The project to set up nine language laboratories 
in the nine Provinces of Sri Lanka was officially 
launched at Gampaha by Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Economic Development and H.E. Y.K. 
Sinha the High Commissioner of India at a function 
held at Kimbulgoda Maha Vidyalaya in Gampaha on 
2 December 2013. Hon’ble Prasanna Ranatunga, 
Chief Minister of Western Province, Hon’ble 
Lasantha Alagiyawanna, Dy. Minister of Construction, 
Engineering Services, Housing & Common Amenities, 
Mr. S.T.Kodikara, Secretary, Education Department 
and several other senior government officials 
participated in the event.

The project is being implemented as part of an 
MoU signed between India and Sri Lanka on 13th 
September 2011 for “Setting up of a Three-Tier 
English Language Training System in Sri Lanka”. 
Accordingly, the Government of India is providing 
equipment, software and latest sophisticated 
teaching aids for setting up a language laboratory 
of 30 computer units and other equipment in 
each of the nine provinces that would help to train 
teachers from various schools and colleges in Sri 
Lanka. Besides Gampaha, language laboratories are 
to be set up at Jaffna, Polanaruwa, Ampara, Kandy, 
Kurunegala, Ratnapura, Badulla and Matara in the 
various Colleges of Education in different provinces.

Following the conclusion of the tendering process, M/s 
Metropolitan Office (Pvt) Ltd., Colombo, has supplied 
the equipment for the language labs envisaged in 
the project at a cost of SLR 84 million. The project 
is implemented under full grant assistance of the 
Government of India.

The objective of the project is to help enhance the 
English Language training infrastructure in Sri Lanka, 
raise the general level of proficiency in English 
language of various sections of society, impart 
training in the use of English language and familiarize 
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English language teachers from schools, colleges and 
universities in Sri Lanka on recent trends in English 
language teaching and to upgrade their skills.

In his address, Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development noted that the Government 
of India has been continuously providing assistance 
for a variety of Projects covering different sectors to 
help the people of Sri Lanka. Though the demand for 
projects were more for the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces, he said that Government of India has 
been assisting other areas as well and hoped that 
areas like Gampaha may get new projects under 
the Government of India’s assistance programme. 
India being a pioneer in Information Technology, 
the Minister noted that the Language labs set up by 
Government of India in Sri Lanka would benefit the 
younger generation to learn English and benefit from 
it as a lifeskill.

The High Commissioner, in his remarks, emphasized 
that India and Sri Lanka share a dynamic and 
multi-faceted relationship, rooted in history, 
language, culture, religion and trade and that 
the relations between the two countries have 
matured and diversified with the passage of time, 
encompassing all areas of contemporary relevance. 
As part of Development Cooperation with Sri Lanka, 
Government of India has attached high priority to the 
education sector. To support students from Sri Lanka 
to pursue higher education in Sri Lanka and in India, 
Government of India is offering 720 scholarships 
every year which has been benefitting students 
across the Island. Other projects implemented to 
assist the education sector include setting up of 40 
“Nenasalas” (e-Learning Centres) in Eastern, Western 
and Southern provinces during 2007-10, renovation 
of 79 war damaged schools in Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu 
and Vavuniya, supply of 1,260 computers and 218 
laser printers to about 500 schools of the Eastern 
Province, setting up of a Siddha Faculty at Trincomalee 
and gifting of 110 buses to education institutions 
to assist school going children etc. At present India 
is implementing a project to set up 70 creches 

for the Estate sector and a full-fledged Faculty of 
Agriculture and Faculty of Engineering at Kilinochchi. 

The High Commissioner congratulated the Education 
Department of Western Province for facilitating the 
completion of the language lab and hoped that this 
project would be of great assistance to promote 
learning of English language directly by teachers and 
indirectly by students of Sri Lanka which would help 
in their advancement.

Government of India has been implementing a 
variety of multi-sectoral projects in Sri Lanka based 
on the needs and priorities identified by both 
countries. India’s portfolio of development projects 
now encompasses virtually all major sectors of 
the economy, including housing, infrastructure, 
education, health, agriculture, fisheries, industry, 
handicrafts and culture. The scope and scale of these 
projects has increased exponentially since the end 
of the armed conflict in 2009. The Government of 
India has implemented grant-assisted projects alone 
worth SLR 22 billion during the past four years, in 
addition to other projects funded by lines of credit. 
In the Southern Province, the project to restore the 
Southern Railway line (118 km) from Kalutara to 
Matara, which was damaged by the tsunami, was 
completed ahead of schedule using an Indian line of 
credit. The Northern Railway line (252km) connecting 
Medawachchiya with Talaimannar and Kankesathurai 
is expected to be completed by June 2013.

The Indian Housing Project involving construction 
of 50,000 houses through grant assistance is the 
flagship Project being implemented in Sri Lanka at 
an estimated cost of US$ 272 million. The second 
phase of the Project, involving construction of 43,000 
houses under the owner-driven model, is progressing 
well. 7,000 houses have been completed till date 
and another 9,500 houses are in different stages of 
construction. Till date, SLR 8 billion has been released 
as grant assistance to the beneficiaries selected 
under this project.
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Launch of the Indian Gallery at Sri Dalada Maligawa, Kandy
9 December 2013 

The Indian Gallery at the International Buddhist 
Museum, Sri Dalada Maligawa, in Kandy was 
inaugurated by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Hon. D.M. 
Jayaratne and the High Commissioner of India to 
Sri Lanka. H.E. Y.K. Sinha on Sunday, 8th December 
2013. The Gallery was inaugurated in the presence 
of the Most Venerable Mahanayaka Thero of Asgiriya 
and the Venerable Anunayaka Thero of Malwatta. The 
inaugural ceremony was also attended by the Deputy 
Minister for Education Nandita Ekanayake, Hon’ble 
Governor and Chief Minister of Central Province, 
Hon’ble Diyawadane Nilame and other dignitaries.

In his address, the Hon’ble Prime Minister emphasized 
the historical relationship between India and Sri Lanka 
over 2600 years. He also stated that India is not only 
a neighbouring country but also the closest friend of 
Sri Lanka.

The High Commissioner, while welcoming the 
dignitaries, spoke of the historical links that bind 
the people of India and Sri Lanka. He noted that 
the exposition of the Sacred Kapilavatsu Relics in 
Sri Lanka last year was witnessed by more than 
three million Sri Lankans. He recalled that H.E. the 
President of Sri Lanka had visited Sanchi last year for 
laying the foundation of the International University 
for Buddhist and Indic Studies at Sanchi in the state 
of Madhya Pradesh. He also referred to the setting up 
of a new Nalanda University, which was expected to 
attract students from all over Asia and beyond. 

The Indian Gallery, which was developed by the 
National Council of Science Museums, Government 
of India, encapsulates the origins of Buddhism 
in India and its peaceful spread to other parts of 
Asia and the world. The Gallery has replicas of the 
historic monuments of Bodh Gaya, in addition to the 
Sanchi Stupa, the Ajanta Caves and other marvels 
of Buddhist art and architecture. The theme of the 
gallery is grouped in eight major sections:

1. India - the origin of Buddhism - which 
includes the primary events in Buddha’s life;

2. Pilgrimage sites in India which includes the 
important Buddhist pilgrimage sites in India. 

A separate multimedia kiosk provides detailed 
information in the form of texts, graphics and videos;

3. Symbolic representation which includes Buddhist 
art in the pre-Christian era when Buddha was 
presented through symbols like an empty throne, 
the Bodhi tree, a pair of footprints, a wheel, etc;

4. Anthropomorphic representation which includes 
the period in different dynasties when stories 
pertaining to the Life of Buddha were shown 
with representation of the master in human 
form. The master in human forms has been 
represented by replicas in 3D sculptures;

5. Secondary events which includes the four 
sites of miraculous events in Buddha’s life;

6. Hand gestures which include mudras in 
3D sculptures. These mudras show how 
Buddha, Bodhisattvas and frequently, other 
deities, used their hands forming a number 
of different ritualized and stylized poses;

7. Buddhist architecture which includes the 
Buddhist architectural marvels in India. The 
major contributions like stupas for structural 
significance, monolithic pillars for artistic qualities, 
rock-cut chambers for technique, etc. are shown 
by 3D sculptures, photographs and write-ups. 
A multitask screen presentation also brings out 
the importance of Buddhist architecture in India;

8.  Spread of Buddhism which includes a multimedia 
presentation showing the various routes through 
which Buddhism reached other countries.

The Government of India has been implementing a 
variety of multi-sectoral projects in Sri Lanka based 
on the needs and priorities identified by both 
countries. India’s portfolio of development projects 
now encompasses virtually all major sectors of 
the economy, including housing, infrastructure, 
education, health, agriculture, fisheries, industry, 
handicrafts and culture. The Government of India 
has implemented grant-assisted projects alone 
worth SLR 22 billion during the past four years, in 
addition to other projects funded by lines of credit. 
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10,250 Houses completed in Sri Lanka under the Indian  
Housing Project in 2013
31 December 2013

The second phase of the Indian Housing Project, 
involving the construction of 43,000 housing units for 
IDPs in the Northern and Eastern Provinces, which 
is being implemented in consultation with and the 
cooperation of the Government of Sri Lanka, has 
made significant progress by attaining the target 
of completing 10,000 new houses during 2013. 
10184 houses were completed in the Northern 
Province during 2013, out of which 1832 were in 
Jaffna district, 3090 houses in Kilinochchi district, 
3540 in Mullaitivu district, 1074 in Mannar district, 
and 648 in Vavuniya district. In the Eastern Province, 
66 houses were completed in Batticaloa district.  In 
addition, 100 houses have been taken up for repairs 
by providing an assistance of LKR 2,50,000/- for each 
house. Till date, an amount of LKR 7.8 billion (approx. 
INR 355 crore) has been directly transferred to the 
beneficiaries. In a spirit of complete transparency, 
the entire list of the over 10,000 beneficiaries who 
have completed their houses during 2013, has been 
placed on the official website of the High Commission 
(www.hcicolombo.org).

Although the second phase of the Indian Housing 
Project was launched in the Northern Province on 2 
October 2012, coinciding with the birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi, construction picked up 
momentum only by January 2013, due to delays 
caused by the North-East monsoon from October to 
December 2012.  16,000 more houses are expected 
to be completed during the course of 2014, and the 
remaining 17,000 houses will be completed during 
2015.

The housing project was officially launched in the 
Eastern Province only on 22 May 2013. In Batticaloa 
district, which is the first district in the province where 
project activity has commenced, 66 houses have 
been completed and 400 more houses are nearing 
completion. Efforts are underway to commence the 
project in the other parts of the Eastern Province at 
the earliest.

The second phase of the Indian Housing Project is 
being implemented under the owner-driven model, 
under which owner-beneficiaries are directly involved 
in the construction of their houses, using technical 
support and financial assistance amounting to LKR 
5,50,000/- (approx. INR 2,55,000/-) per house in four 
stages. During the course of the second phase, 39,000 
houses will be constructed in the Northern Province 
and 4,000 houses will be completed in the Eastern 
Province. The construction of 43,000 houses for 
resettlement and rehabilitation of IDPs in Northern 
and Eastern Provinces is part of the Government of 
India’s overall commitment to build 50,000 houses, 
announced by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, during the State visit of H.E. 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa to India in June 2010.  
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 17 
January 2012 between the two governments covering 
various aspects of project implementation.

 The third phase of the Housing Project, involving 
construction of 4,000 houses under the agency-
driven model for the estate workers of the Central 
and Uva Provinces, will be taken up by April 2014 
once the arrangements related to the release of land 
by the concerned plantation companies are in place 
and the requisite land preparation is completed. The 
Consultant for implementation of the third phase has 
already been appointed by the Government of India.

The fourth phase, which would involve the 
construction of 2,000 houses under the agency-
driven model, will be taken up in the Northern and 
Eastern Provinces for the most vulnerable IDPs (who 
are unable to build their own houses) during 2014.

A Pilot Project involving the construction of 1,000 
houses in Northern Province was completed in 
July 2012 under the agency-driven model, on land 
provided by the Government of Sri Lanka.

The entire Project is being implemented under full 
grant assistance of the Government of India, with a total 
cost outlay of INR 1372 crore (about LKR 30 billion), 
making it one of the largest grant assistance projects 
undertaken by the Government of India in any country. 
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India - Most Desired Place for Bank BPOs
(Press Trust of India)

Attracted by a vast talent pool of business graduates, 
more than half of the world’s top 40 banks have set 
up shop in India to run their back-office operations 
that may generate nearly 25,000 jobs in the coming 
time, an HR consultancy has said.

According to Randstad India, close to 25 of the world’s 
top 40 banks, from countries like US, UK, Switzerland, 
Germany and France, have set up their back offices 
in India with a few more global banks expected to 
open such offices in 2014.

“When compared to other sectors, banking and 
financial services industry has been the major driver 
of back office operations in India in the last decade,” 
Randstad India and Srilanka CEO Moorthy K Uppulari 
said.

While initially these banks leveraged back offices 
to manage their automated business processes 
and client service requests, in the recent years, the 
focus has been expanding to areas of finance and 
accounting, procurement services, and knowledge 
services, Uppulari added.

As per the HR firm, India has emerged as the ‘most 
desired destination’ for banking office operations 
for global MNCs owing to large number of qualified 
graduates in business and finance.

These banking back offices are likely to recruit nearly 
25,000 people, Randstad India said. “In niche banking 
back office positions, candidates with strong finance 
& accounting background with qualifications like CA, 
ICWA, MBA (Finance) and commerce graduates are 
much sought after,” Uppulari noted.

“They are being hired as specialists in areas like 
credit risk analysis, debt management and fund 
performance,” he added.

Among the various cities, the Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, 
Pune and Chennai are the top cities in India where 
these back offices are being set up.

“Availability of a vast pool of talented candidates is the 
main reason and additionally relative cost advantages 
offered by locations like Pune and Chennai make 
them preferred location choices,” Uppulari said.

Meanwhile, countries like Philippines, Singapore 
and Poland are also becoming attractive alternate 
to India as they also bring in the cost and language 
advantage.

However, Randstad India believes that it will take more 
than cost advantage to dethrone India owing to its 
skilled manpower availability, scalable infrastructure 
and matured business processes.

Scholarships for Studying in India
20 December  2013 

UNDER GRADUATE, POST GRADUATE AND PHD SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDYING IN INDIA

The Government of India is pleased 
to announce the offer of 180 ICCR 
scholarships for higher studies in 
India to pursue undergraduate, 
Post Graduate and Phd courses. 
These scholarships are available 
for study in all the courses except 
medicine. Scheme-wise details are 
as follows:

Nehru Memorial Scholarship Scheme: Hundred 
(100) slots are being offered under this scheme 
covering all the Undergraduate courses (except 
Medicine) including Engineering, Science, Business, 
Economics, Commerce, Humanities and Arts.

Maulana Azad Scholarship Scheme: 
Fifty (50) scholarships for Masters 
Degree courses including Engineering, 
Science, Economics, Commerce, 
Humanities and Arts. However, 
preference would be given to the fields 
of Engineering, Science and Agriculture. 
Medicine including indigenous Medicine 
courses is not included in this scheme.

Rajiv Gandhi Scholarship Scheme: Twenty five 
(25) slots for Undergraduate courses in the field of 
‘Information Technology’ leading to a B.E or B.Tech 
Degree.
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Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme: Five (05) 
slots for Masters and PhD Degrees in all subjects 
except Medicine.

The Government of India selects meritorious Sri 
Lankan nationals for award of these scholarships. 
Selection of candidates is done in consultation with 
the Ministry of Higher Education, Government of Sri 
Lanka, to pursue higher studies including research in 
some of the topmost universities in India.

All scholarships cover full tuition fees for the entire 
duration of the course, in addition to a monthly 
sustenance allowance. The scholarship also covers 
accommodation allowance and an annual grant for 
books and stationary. Besides, all ICCR scholars in 
India are provided full healthcare facilities, air fare to 
the nearest destination in India and an annual grant 

for educational tours to various parts of the country, 
apart from several other auxiliary benefits.

The selection of candidates would be done through 
the Ministry of Higher Education, Sri Lanka. The 
Ministry has invited applications from eligible 
candidates and the Application forms can be 
downloaded from the website of Ministry of Higher 
Education at www.mohe.gov.lk. The last date for 
submission of duly filled up application forms for all 
the above four schemes is January 20, 2014. 

Prospective students are advised to approach the 
Ministry of Higher Education to learn more about 
the selection procedures and eligibility criteria. 
Interested candidates can also direct their queries 
to High Commission of India or visit our website for 
further details on the scholarships.

India-Sri Lanka Foundation : Invitation for Project Proposals
27 December 2013 

The India - Sri Lanka 
Foundation (ISLF) 
was established by 
a Memorandum 
of Understanding 
between the 
governments of India 

and Sri Lanka in 1998 in order to foster India - Sri Lanka 
relations through the enhancement of economic, 
scientific, technical and cultural cooperation and to 
promote greater understanding between the people 
of the two countries.

India- Sri Lanka Foundation now invites project 
proposals, in the areas of Education, Art & Culture, 
Archaeological Studies, Agricultural Research, 
Science & Technology, Information Technology, 
Health, Development Studies and Gender Studies.

Under the above thrust areas, proposals could 
be submitted for research projects and other 
educational activities at recognised institutions of 
learning located in India and in Sri Lanka, visits and 
exchanges involving students, scholars, academics, 
artists, professionals and performing artistes, to 

participate in conference/seminar, symposia, art 
exhibition, film festival, cultural events and training 
workshops etc, publication of research works on 
India-Sri Lanka relations in the specified fields and 
translating literary works in Indian languages to Sri 
Lankan languages and publishing them, and vice-
versa.

Individuals, Institutions and Groups are invited 
to submit proposals which would be considered 
during the next meeting of the Board of Directors in 
February, 2014.

A duly filled application form which could be 
downloaded from the High Commission of India 
website (www.hcicolombo.org) along with the 
proposal may be forwarded to our address given 
below.

INDIA-SRI LANKA FOUNDATION 
C/o. High Commission of India 
36-38, Galle Road, Colombo 3 

Phone: +94 11 2389924 
E-mail: islfcolombo@gmail.com 

 

IRCON in Sri Lanka 
Ircon International Limited, a state-owned 
construction firm of India, under Indian Railways, was 
established in 1976 by the Government of India as a 
wholly owned entity of the Ministry of Indian Railways, 
known as Indian Railway Construction Company 
Limited. IRCON’s Corporate Office is in the capital of 
India and the company has many branch offices in 
India & abroad. As the name indicates, initially, IRCON’s 
primary charter was construction of railway projects, 
subsequently, the company branched out in to other 

transport infrastructure segments with its expanded 
and diversified scope of operations across the world. 

Ircon International Limited started its Sri Lanka 
charter with the mandate to upgrade the Matara 
– Galle – Kaluthara railway line in March 2009. The 
project involved rehabilitation & improvement of 
existing track to a modern railway track with a speed 
potential of 120 kmph. This 114 km long project 
was funded through an Indian line of credit and was 
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completed ahead of schedule in two phases. The first 
segment, Galle – Matara (42 km) was completed and 
handed over to Sri Lanka Railway on 16 February 2011 
and the second phase, Galle – Kaluthara (72 km) was  
put to commercial operations on 19th April 2012. 

IRCON also undertook the reconstruction of 252 
km of the Northern Railway lines in Sri Lanka, 
funded by Government of India Lines of Credit. 
The following are the highlights of these projects:

S N Section Length (km) Value (Mn USD)   
1 Track reconstruction projects
1.1 Medawachchiya – Madhu Road section 43 81.31
1.2 Madhuroad – Talaimannar Pier 63 149.74
1.3 Omanthai – Pallai 90 185.35
1.4 Pallai – Kankasanthurai 56 149.33

2 Design, supply & installation of Signaling & telecommuni-
cation system for Northern Railway Projects 313 86.5

The first segment of the Northern Railway Line, the 
re-constructed railway track from Medawachchiya to 
Madhu Road, was handed over to the Government 
of Sri Lanka on 14th May 2013. The second segment 
from Omanthai to Kilinochchi was inaugurated on 
14th September 2013 by H.E. the President of Sri 
Lanka by undertaking a train journey in Yaldevi.  
H.E. Shri Y. K. Sinha, the High Commissioner of 
India to Sri Lanka, was present for the occasion. 
Commissioning of these railway lines marked as a 
historic occasion as train services recommenced in 
this part of the island after a gap of 23 years. The new 
railway tracks are designed with a speed potential 
of 120 kmph. Both sections were completed within 
stipulated timelines. The section Kilinochchi – Pallai 
has been substantially completed and train traffic 
would commence soon. All efforts are being made 
to complete the next two phases, namely Madhu 
Road – Talaimannar Pier and Pallai - Jaffna  before 
the Tamil/Sinhala New Year.  As part of the Northern 
Railway projects, IRCON has also handed over six 
new locomotives imported from Diesel Locomotive 
Works (DLW), Varanasi, to Sri Lanka Railways. 

Apart from reconstructing the railway lines, IRCON 
is actively involved in a variety of CSR projects in 
Sri Lanka as well.  IRCON focuses on CSR initiatives 
where there is value creation in the longer term 

demonstrating its commitment and respect to all 
its stakeholders. IRCON’s social commitments are 
carried out in five key focus areas as education, 
health, community development, generation of 
self employment and women empowerment. 

Various CSR activities carried out in Northern 
and Western Provinces has resulted in IRCON 
becoming an integral part of the communities it 
operates in. Under the CSR initiative, IRCON has so 
far completed construction of two health units with 
ambulance facility at Medawachchiya and Mankulam, 
renovation of the community hall at Talaimannar, 
construction of a community hall at Matugama, 
waiting benches for railway stations of the coastal 
line, distribution of computers and computer 
furniture to underprivileged schools at Matugama, 
distribution of bicycles for women and students in 
Vavuniya district and construction of a vocational 
training centre at Matugama. Presently IRCON is 
in discussions with various local authorities for the 
development of a playground-cum-community 
gathering place at Palinda Nuwara, construction 
of a Montessori school at Meegama and providing 
school kits for 5,000 under-privileged children. 

The on-schedule and high-quality work executed 
by IRCON has been widely appreciated in Sri Lanka. 

Expressing his satisfaction and pride 
on the role IRCON has played in 
Sri Lanka‘s railway infrastructure 
development, the General Manager of 
IRCON, Mr. S. L. Gupta has reiterated 
IRCON’s commitment to complete 
the work in the remaining sections of 
Northern Railway Project on time and to 
provide the long-awaited connectivity 
to the people of Sri Lanka. He also 
mentioned IRCON’s intentions of 
diversifying its operations in Sri Lanka 
into other sectors of infrastructure 
development where IRCON 
possesses the necessary expertise.
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Sampur Coal Power Project
A Joint Venture Agreement was signed between 
India’s National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) 
and Sri Lanka’s Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) on 06 
September 2011 for the implementing the 500 MW 
Sampur Coal Power Project in Eastern Trincomalee. 
The name of the 50-50 joint venture company set up 
for this purpose is Trincomalee Power Company Ltd. 
(TPCL). India has extended a line of credit amounting 
to USD 200 million. TPCL will also raise over USD 400 
million through commercial loans for the project.  
The first stage of the plant was estimated to cost 
around USD 600 million, out of which 400 million 
would be covered by the loan, while the rest would 
be jointly funded by NTPC and CEB.  A 240 km-
long 220 KV transmission line would be laid from 
Sampur to the Grid sub-station at Veyangoda to 
connect the Power Plant to the National Grid.  TPCL 
will undertake the construction of the line from 
Sampur to Habarana, with the Habarana-Veyangoda 
segment being constructed with Japanese 
assistance.  It has been estimated that the power 
plant would be linked to the National Grid in 2017. 

The linking of the power generation to the National 
Grid would minimize the CEB’s dependence of 
purchasing power from private suppliers.  All 
necessary agreements related to the Sampur 
Coal Power Project were signed on 07 October 
2013 by respective officials authorized by the 
Government of Sri Lanka and the corresponding 
signatories from TPCL. These agreements were 
signed in the presence of Shri Salman Khurshid, 
Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs of India and the 
Minister of Economic Development of Sri Lanka. The 
Ministers of Power and Energy, External Affairs and 
Investment Promotion also witnessed the event.  

The Sampur Coal Power Project is the largest single 
Indian-assisted Project to be implemented in Sri 
 

 Lanka.  Once this power plant is fully operational, 
it would add 500 MW to the National Grid. This is 
expected to reduce the cost of electricity and increase 
supply to cater to the rising electricity demand 
driven by rapid development. The completion of this 
project and its integration with the power grid would 
also result in an opportunity for Sri Lanka to export 
power to India, especially as the feasibility report of 
grid inter-connection between the two countries is 
close to finalisation. Export of power would also help 
address the trade deficit of Sri Lanka vis-à-vis India, 
while catering to the growing power requirement of 
Southern India, thereby creating a win-win scenario 
for both countries.  India already has mutually 
beneficial power trade with Nepal and Bhutan, 
among others, and the already exciting prospects 
of the same with Sri Lanka would receive a further 
boost with the commissioning of the Sampur Plant.  

NTPC has earned the reputation of a premier Public 
Sector unit which has achieved stellar success in 
setting up power projects in India and abroad.  
NTPC’s expertise, backed and supported by its own 
fully-trained technical teams, would help develop 
an efficient, reliable and modern state-of-the-art 
power project which could be seen by others as a 
model.  The project has been backed by sound 
technical specifications facilitating high efficiency.  
The Project fully covers the environmental aspect. It 
may be mentioned that concern for the environment 
has been integral to NTPC’s growth strategies 
which are driven by its environment vision of ‘Going 
Higher on Generation – lowering GHG intensity’. 

The development of this project falls in line with 
India’s desire of establishing good infrastructure 
and establishing best industrial practices.  The 
agreement is such that the benefits would accrue 
to peoples of both countries for mutual betterment. 

20
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Indian Rocket GSLV D5 with Indigenous Cryogenic Engine  
Successfully Launched
5 January 2014

One of India’s most ambitious dreams became a 
reality on 5 January 2014  when its Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-D5), powered by an 
indigenous cryogenic engine, effortlessly put the 
1,982-kg GSAT-14 communication satellite into a 
perfect orbit after 17 minutes of flight.

The cryogenic engine built by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) fired for 12 of those 17 
minutes.

The precision of the cryogenic upper stage was such 
that it put the GSAT-14 into an orbit with a perigee of 
179 km, against the target of 180 km, and the apogee 
achieved was off by a mere 50 km for a target of 
36,000 km.

The grand success caps 20 years of hard work by 
ISRO’s engineers, after being denied cryogenic 
technology under pressure from the U.S., suffering 
a heartbreaking failure with an indigenous cryogenic 
engine flight in April 2010 and having had to scrub its 
second attempt with an indigenous cryogenic engine 
in August 2013. “I am proud to say that ISRO has done 
it…,” ISRO Chairman K. Radhakrishnan announced.

The mission’s success means India now has the ability 
to put satellites weighing more than two tonnes in 
orbit, joining the elite club of the U.S., Russia, France, 
Japan and China who have mastered this perilous 
technology of using cryogenic propellants -- liquid 
oxygen at minus 183 degrees Celsius and liquid 
hydrogen at minus 253 degrees’ Celsius. 

PM Congratulates ISRO on the Successful Launch of GSLV D5
5 January 2014 

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, has 
congratulated the scientists and engineers of 
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) for 
the successful launch of GSLV D5 carrying GSAT-
14 payload. Commending ISRO for the successful 
launch, he described it as yet another important step 
 

 that the country has taken in the area of science and 
technology.

The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
GSLV-D5 was launched from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota today. It includes an 
indigenous cryogenic rocket stage.

Technology

October -  December - 2013

21



22

October -  December - 2013

India Launches Mars Probe on Nation’s First Interplanetary Mission
5 November 2013

A Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) lifts off with India’s Mars Orbiter Mission probe from Satish Dhawan Space Center. (ISRO)

India launched its first spacecraft to Mars Tuesday 
(Nov. 5), on a mission that — if successful — will 
include the country in the exclusive club of nations 
capable of sending probes to the Red Planet.

The Mars Orbiter Mission lifted off at 3:08 a.m. CST 
(0908 GMT) on top a Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV) from the Indian Space Research Organization’s 
(ISRO) Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota.

The 4.5 billion rupee ($73.5 million) mission is 
sending the “Mangalyaan” (Hindi for “Mars-craft”) 
spacecraft on an 10-month voyage to Mars to 
observe the planet’s surface and atmosphere. The 
orbiter carries five scientific instruments, but its 
primary purpose is to be a technology demonstrator 
for future interplanetary missions, ISRO officials said.

“Orbiting Mars itself is a challenge,” said the chairman of 
the ISRO, Dr. K Radhakrishnan, according to the Times 

of India newspaper. “This is our first interplanetary 
mission. There will be bigger missions later.” 
The risks for the mission are high. It’s tough to 
reach Mars — about two-thirds of the more than 
50 missions launched to the Red Planet since 1960 
have failed. India would be only the fourth country or 
space agency to deliver a probe to Mars after Russia, 
the United States and the European Space Agency — 
if the Mars Orbiter Mission succeeds.

It would also be the first from Asia: Japan and China 
have attempted to send missions to Mars, but the 
probes ended in failure.

India’s orbiter is taking a roundabout route to reach 
Mars. Inserted Tuesday into a highly-elliptical orbit 
around Earth, the craft will spend the next month 
gradually increasing its distance above our planet 
before entering a trajectory that will take it to Mars.

October -  December - 2013
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If all goes as planned, the Mangalyaan orbiter will 
arrive at Mars on 24 September 2014, ISRO officials 
said.

The Mars Orbiter Mission was initially scheduled 
to launch Oct. 28, but was pushed back when bad 
weather delayed the sea-going vessels that will track 
the spacecraft after it separates from its rocket.

As the mission’s centerpiece, the Mangalyaan 
probe is a 2,976 pound (1,350 kilogram) spacecraft 
powered by solar arrays and equipped with science 
instruments to study the surface and atmosphere of 
Mars. Those five instruments include a color camera 
for collecting photographic images, a spectrometer 
for analysis of the surface’s composition and 
mineralogy, and a methane sensor.

The methane sensor in particular is a stand-out 
instrument as it is designed to specifically seek out the 
methane gas in the Martian atmosphere. Methane 
has been a target of Mars scientists because, while 
it can be produced through geological processes, it 
can also be a potential indication of the presence of 
microbial life.

India’s first Mars mission comes follows the nation’s 
2008 Chandrayaan 1 moon orbiter mission, which 
helped detect evidence of water ice on the surface. 
ISRO engineers are now developing a second moon 
probe, Chandrayaan 2, as a follow-up lunar flight.

(Tariq Malik, SPACE.com’s managing editor, contributed to this article.)

October -  December - 2013

23



24

October -  December - 2013

Mahatma Gandhi Oration by Prof. Sudharshan Seneviratne
2 October 2013

The Indian Cultural Centre in association with 
Sri Lanka India Society organized the Mahatma 
Gandhi Oration on 2 October 2013 at its auditorium 
situated at 16/2 Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7. Prof. 
Sudharshan Seneviratne, Professor of Archaeology 
of the University of Peredeniya delivered a speech 
on “The Universality of Mahatma’s Thoughts and 
Actions”. His Excellency Y.K Sinha, High Commissioner 
of India was the Chief Guest on the occasion.

A student of Ananda College, Colombo Prof. 
Seneviratne, had higher education in India at Delhi 
University and Jawaharlal Nehru University. His 
doctoral thesis was on the Social Base of Early 
Buddhism in Andhra, Tamilham and Sri Lanka under 
the supervision of Professor Romila Thapar. In 1980 
he joined the Department of Archaeology, University 
of Peradeniya and guided the academic and 
research agenda of the Department for several years 
as its head and later as Professor of Archaeology. 

He was a Senior Advisor (Culture) to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs under Lakshman Kadirgamar and 
Director General of the Central Cultural Fund. He 
has delivered several guest lectures and orations 
in France, UK, USA, India, Korea, Netherlands, 
Pakistan, Nepal, Maldives and China and was also 
a Visiting Professor at a number of Universities and 
prestigious colleges in the USA. Prof. Senevirathne 
has published extensively on a wide range of topics 
and also received several distinguished awards and 
academic and research distinctions.

The programme commenced with songs by the 
children of Sakthi Illam, Colombo, Hindu College, 
Ratmalana and Veena recital by Gamini Dissanayake, 
University of Colombo and concluded with a Gujarati 
dance by the students of Abhinayakshetra School 
of dance. The dance was choreographed by Thivya 
Sivanesan.

Culture
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Bharatha Natyam Recital  by Shanmugasharma Jeyaprakash  
and Sri Kanknan 
11 October  2013

The Indian Cultural Centre organized a Bharatha 
Natyam recital on 11 October at its auditorium by 
Shanmugasharma Jeyaprakash and Sri Kannan. They 
presented around 7 items which lasted an hour. The 
performance included Alarippu, Keerthanam, Javali, 

Dhasavataram and concluded with thillana. The 
performance was very well appreciated and received 
by the guests who attended the performance. 
Around 75 guests attended the performance.

An evening of Indian and Sri Lankan dances by Chandana 
Wickramasinghe and the Dancer’s Guild of Sri Lanka 
29 October 2013

Indian Culture Centre, Colombo organized an evening 
of Indian and Sri Lankan Dances by Chandana 
Wickramasinghe and the Dancer’s Guild of Sri Lanka 
on 23 October. Chandana Wickrarnasinghe and 
the Dancers’ Guild of Sri Lanka, the Dance troupe 
entertained the audience with traditional, folk, creative 
and modern dancing based on Kandyan, Low country 
(Sri Lankan Style) Indian and free style dances. The 
performance included Kanya – a devotional dance, 
Ves – Traditional dance from Kandy, Thun Sohoriyo – 

an item depicting the relationship among three 
sisters, Devol – an item from the southern part of Sri 
Lanka, Salamba – a tradidional dance item performed 
in king’s palaces, Bera Sandamani – a combination of 
Kandyan and Low Country drums, Seya – a dance with 
peacocks, Theme – a ritual dance item, Prashasthi – 
a royal dance and concluded with a dance item for 
Bollywood medleys. Around 100 guests attended the 
event.
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Slide Lecture by renowned artist Shanthamani at the Faculty of Visual 
Art, University of Visual and Performing Arts
28 October 2013 

The Indian Cultural Centre in 
association with the Department 
of Art History, University of Visual 
and Performing Arts, Colombo 
organized a slide lecture by 
M. Shanthamani, a renowned 
artist from India at 10.00 am on 
Monday 28 October 2013 at the 
Faculty of Visual Art, University of 
Visual and Performing Arts, 46, 
Horton Place, Colombo 07.

M. Shanthamani is a freelance visual artist who 
holds a Master of Arts (Fine) degree in Painting from 
M.S. University, Baroda, India. She has held many 

solo exhibitions and 
part of several group 
as well as curated 
exhibitions. She has 
also participated in 
several art Camp 
and Workshops. She 
was the recipient of 
prestigious Charles 
Wallace Scholarship 
from UK and the 
National Fellowship 

of the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, India. Her 
works are on display at important art galleries and 
museums in many countries.

Screening of Documentary Magic Realism and After - Indian English 
Fiction: 1981-2011
29 October 2013

Indian Cultural Centre screened  the documentary 
film titled Magic Realism and After directed by Suresh 
Kohli at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 29 October 2013 at its 
auditorium at 16/2 Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7. 

Magic Realism and After takes one through the 
trajectory of Indian writing in English starting from 
‘Midnight’s Children’ and ‘The God of small things’ 
to the younger crop of authors who are making 

their presence felt internationally. The Indian novel 
in English has been significant globally because of 
the rich tradition of storytelling that it draws from 
and also because of the way it has appropriated 
the English Language and infected it with its own 
historical and Cultural emphases. The film explores 
several of these trends and concerns through a 
series on interviews with authors, publishers and 
people involved in literary festivals

Deepadhvani Sannadhvani at ICC
8 November 2013

Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), Colombo organized 
a Diwali programme Deepadhvani Sannadhvani 
by the well known Sri Lankan danseuse Moksha 
Samrasooriya and her students at 2.30 pm on 
November 8 at its auditorium at 16/2 Gregory’s Road, 
Colombo 7.The event included Pooja, Bhajan and 
dance performances.

Moksha Samarasooriya, received her Kathak dance 
training at Bhatkhande College of Hindustani 
Music Govt. of U.P, Lucknow, India. Several of her 

performances were telecast over television in 
Sri Lanka. Samarasooriya was awarded Sangeet 
Pratiyogitha award at the Bhatkhande Jayanti in 
India in 1997. Apart from running her own dance 
school Samarasooriya is also working as a Visiting 
Lecturer at the University of Visual & Performing Arts. 
Samarasooriya has been teaching Kathak at the ICC 
since June 2005. Moksha Smarasooriya represented 
Sri Lanka at the Second International Dance Festival 
held in the year 2011 at New Delhi. 
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“Natya Kavyam” by Mohanapriyan Thavaraja
20 November 2013 

Indian Culture Centre, Colombo 
organized a Bharata Natyam Recital 
titled “Natya Kavyam” by  Mohanapriyan 
Thavaraja, at 6.00 pm on 20 November 
2013 at its auditorium at 16/2 
Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7. 

Mohanapriyan Thavaraja performed 
Bharata Natyam based on the concept 
of Rasa in the Indian performing arts. 
Natya Kavyam focused on the Rasas 
of Bakthi, Vatsalyam and Shringaram 
deriving from the various ancient 
Indian texts on dance, music and 
theatre – including the Natya Shastra, 
by Bharatha Muni. Mohanapriyan will 
illustrate through dance these chosen 
Rasas using pure dance, poetry and 
music.

Mohanapriyan Thavaraja is an 
excellent and versatile Bharata 
Natayam and Kuchippudi artiste, and 
has performed all over India, Sri Lanka, 
Singapore and Europe. He is a Gold 
Medal recipient for both Bachelor’s 
and Master’s Degree in Bharatha 
Natyam and awarded Distinction by 
Bharathidasan University, India.

He taught Bharatha Natyam as a member of the 
faculty at Kalai Kaveri Collage for Fine Arts, India. 

Mohanapriyan has been the member 
of the Aru Sri Arts Theatre founded by 
Kalasuri Dr. Arunthathy Sri. Ranganathan 
since 2010 and has choreographed and 
performed for the company extensively. 
Since 2012, he has been with Apsaras Arts, 
Singapore as its choreographer, dance 
artiste and instructor.

Mohanapriyan is an innovative 
choreographer, some of his recent works 
include Sita’s Magical Forest (Esplanade, 
Singapore), Glimpses of Angkor 
(Esplanade, Singapore), The Heroines of 
Raja Ravi Varma (Jubilee Hall, Singapore 
and Bharathiya Vidhya Bhavan, India) and 
Aananda Thandavam (Bharthiya Vidhya 
Bhavan and Chidambaram Temple, India). 
He is currently choreographing and 
performing for two mega productions – 
Mekala (Sri Lanka) and Angkor – An Untold 
Story (Singapore).

Mohanapriyan has been awarded the 
titles of “Valarum Saathanaiyaalar”, 
“Naatiya Kalai Arasan”, Swami 
Vivekananda Award, “Nadana Kalai 
Arasan”, in appreciation to his dance 

performances in India. Mohanapriyan is a passionate 
artiste and regularly writes articles on dance for 
publications. The admission to the programme is 
free and seats are on first come first served basis.

Children’s Day and the Shankar’s International Children’s Competition 
at the Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo
23 November 2013
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To commemorate Children’s Day, which falls on 14th 
November every year, coinciding with the birthday of 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, 
the Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), Colombo organized 
a painting, drawing and writing competition for 
children on Saturday, 23 November 2013 at Indian 
Cultural Centre, 16/2 Gregory’s Road, Colombo 07. 
 
The Shankar’s International Children’s Competition 
2014, in the categories of writing, painting and 

drawing, is open to children all over world born 
on or after 1st January 1998. The competition 
was started in 1949 by late Shri Shankar Pillai, a 
celebrated cartoonist and recipient of several awards 
including Padma Shri and Padma Vibhushan. The 
international participation in the competition has 
increased greatly over the years with children from 
over 130 countries participating and winning prizes. 

India International Art Exhibition
25 November 2013

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo in association with 
The Art Katta India organized an International Art 
Exhibition at 6.00 pm on 25 November 2013 at its 
auditorium. 

This was the first international exhibition organized 
by The Art Katta and it generated incredible response 

from the artists from all around India. The mission 
of this exhibition was the development of the artist’s 
creative expressions by providing an opportunity to 
display their work with a unique manner to rediscover 
their own identity. There were be more than 30 
selected artworks on display by various artists from 
India and in Sri Lanka.

Dance performance titled “Nrityoliasam”
26 November 2013

Indian Culture Centre, Colombo organized a dance 
performance titled “Nrityoliasam” by Dr. Sanjay 
Shantaram and his disciples at 6.00 pm on 26 
November 2013 at its auditorium situated at 16/2 
Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7.

Dr. Sanjay Shantaram, a Dental Surgeon by qualification 
but a full time classical dancer in Bharatanatyam and 
Kuchipudi, Vocalist, Choreographer and Guru as well 
as a Cine Artiste. He has more than 200 performances 

to his credit in various countries such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Oman, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and the various parts 
of India. Has conducted exclusive workshops and put 
up large productions as fund raisers for the Kannada 
Sangha at San Francisco and at schools in Austin and 
Raleigh and Phoenix. In 2012 he received the Ram 
Gopal award for the best male dancer by the Dance 
History Society, India.
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Sangeeth Sandhya by Padmashri Pandit Amaradeva
6 December 2013

Legendary Sri Lankan musician Pandit Amaradeva 
presented a musical evening titled “Sangeeth 
Sandhya” at the Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo at 
6.00 pm on Friday, 6 December 2013 at its auditorium 
located at 16/2, Gregory’s Road, and Colombo 07.

Pandit Amaradeva is known as the father of Sinhala 
Song. In the field of contemporary Sri Lankan music 
he has earned the rare distinction of being admired 
by artists, connoisseurs and ordinary rasikas for 
his dynamic influence on the creation of music of a 
national tradition, and for his incomparable virtuosity 
as well as creative genius. As a composer, conductor, 
violinist and singer, for more than half a century 
Pandit Amaradeva immensely enriched the musical 

traditions of Sri Lanka.

Under eminent classical musicians of India such 
as Pandit V. G. Jog, Pandit Ratnajankar and Vinayak 
Mukund Lele, Pandit Amaradeva sharpened his 
musical skills. Assimilating the various Indian classical 
traditions of music and the Sri Lankan folk music he 
created his own idiom in the field of music.

To support talented young music students to 
further their musical career a foundation in the 
Pandit Amaradeva is already established.  One of 
the Scholarship winners of Amaradeva Foundation 
performed along with Pandit Amaradeva in 
his performance at the Indian Cultural Centre.

Workshop on Kathak Dance and Choreography
11 December 2013

Sourav Roy and Sri Lankan scholars on dance 
conducted the Workshop on Kathak Dance and 

Choreography which was held at the Indian Cultural 
Centre, Colombo on 11 December 2013.  
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Screening of the Tamil film “Ini Avan” and Meet the Director
20 December 2013

The Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo 
screened the Tamil feature film titled “Ini 
Avan” of the well-known Director Asoka 
Handagama. Asoka Handagama is one of Sri 
Lanka’s best known and most controversial 
filmmakers. His films “This is My Moon” 
(2000) and “Flying with one Wing” (2002) 
earned him international recognition 
through several awards. Ini Avan is his 
seventh feature film. The screening was be 
preceded by a talk by the Director on Friday, 
20 December 2013 at the Indian Cultural 
Centre 16/2, Gregory’s Road, Colombo - 07.

“Ini Avan” deals with the theme of post-
war situation in the Tamil-dominated 
Northern Sri Lanka. After twenty-six years 
of devastating war ended in 2009 the scars 
of the untold stories of the innocent people 
who got caught between the two sides still 
remain. Handagama’s film revolves around 
one individual who returns home after the 
rehabilitation program. He tries to get back 
to his former community in Jaffna and faces 
numerous difficulties.

In the middle of rejection, fear, accusation 
and suspicion he struggles to get a job. 
He sees barricades everywhere he goes 
to get help. His mother helplessly watches 
her son’s struggle at least to get his driver’s 

license renewed. She didn’t have any tears in her eyes. May be she may have shed enough tears in the past to 
survive. Even in his own community there are people waiting to exploit the innocent and vulnerable individual. 
Without his knowledge he gets involved in a smuggling and corruption team that enjoys life by using the 
innocent and the poor. To escape from death once again he has to depend on the weapon which he buried 
in the past. His wife watches him very carefully. She knew if he gets involved in murder once again there will 
not be any second chance for a normal life. She knew that she has to take care of him, hereafter.
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Street cricket in India

Street cricket or galli cricket is a stripped-down version of the international sport of cricket, popular across the 
South Asia and in other cricket-playing nations. In the countryside, dried lakes and river beds are often used as 
playgrounds for cricket. In cities, it is played in apartment corridors, apartment parking lots, parks etc. People 
typically play street cricket in narrow by lanes, streets, and ghettos. The size of the road or traffic does not hinder 
the progress of a game; children often wait for the traffic to clear before playing consecutive deliveries. Bandhs 
(strikes), when the main roads are devoid of traffic, provide an occasion for children to take over wide open spaces 
for a day. Chennai is popularly known as the ‘Street cricket capital of the world’ or the ‘One-pitch city’, because 
when you travel to Chennai, you can see street cricket everywhere. The term ‘One-pitch city’ was coined by the 
cricket legend Kapil Dev to express that all the street cricket players in Chennai consider one-pitch catch as a wicket.
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