October - December
2014

Newsletter of the High Commission of India, Colombo

Published by
High Commission of India, Colombo

During his visit to Australia,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi spoke for nearly 90
minutes to address more
than 20,000 people at the
Allphones Arena in Sydney.

October - December 2014 issue

The information and articles are collected
from different sources and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the High Commission
Suggestions regarding improvement of the
“SANDESH” may please be addressed to

Information Wing

High Commission of India
No. 36 -38, Galle Road, Colombo 03,
Sri Lanka

Tel: +94-11 2327587, +94-11 2422788-9
Fax: +94-11-2446403, +94-11 2448166
E-mail: cpiccolombo@gmail.com

High Commission of India

No. 36 -38, Galle Road, Colombo 03, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-11 2327587, +94-11 2422788-9
Fax: +94-11-2446403, +94-11 2448166
E-mail: cpiccolombo@gmail.com
website: www.hcicolombo.org
facebook: www.facebook.com/hcicolombo

Assistant High Commission of India

No. 31, Rajapihilla Mawatha, PO Box 47, Kandy,
Sri Lanka
Tel: +94 81 2222652
Fax: +94 81 2232479
E-mail: ahc.kandy@mea.gov.in

Consulate General of India

No. 103, New Road, Hambantota, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-47 2222500, +94-47 2222503
Fax: +94-47 2222501
E-mail: cg.hambantota@mea.gov.in

Consulate General of India

Front Cover:

ii

The Yal Devi train service
to Jaffna was ceremonially
inaugurated
on
October
14, 2015. This was a project
completed
with
financial
assistance from the Indian
Government under a Line of
Credit.

No. 14, Maruthady Lane, Jaffna, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-21 2220502, +94-21 2220504,
+94-21 2220505
Fax: +94-21 2220503
E-mail: cg.jaffna@mea.gov.in

Contents
Visits

The Visit of the Prime Minister
of India, Shri Narendra Modi, to
Nepal for 18th SAARC Summit 14

Speech by the President of
India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
on the occasion of release of a
Commemorative Postage Stamp
on Anagarika Dharmapala
31

The visit of President of India
to Norway

1

The visit of President of India
to Finland

2

The visit of Prime Minister of
Vietnam to India

3

Successful Trial run
on the Madhu Road –
Thiruketheeswaram sector
of the Northern Railway line

The State Visit of President
of India to Bhutan

4

Government of India’s Assistance
of SLR 5 million Disaster Relief 33

5

India hands over relief goods
worth SLR 5 million for the
landslide victims

Tour of Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi, to
Myanmar, Australia and Fiji

Speech by The Prime Minister of
India at the 18th SAARC Summit 16
The Visit of President of the
Russian Federation to India
- Joint Statement

19

The Official visit of the President
of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh to India
24

Bilateral Beat

The Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, at ASEAN
SUMMIT

6

The Prime Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, at G20 summit

7

Highlights of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s Statement on
Energy at G20 Summit

7

Seminar-Cum Counselling
Session by Educational
Consulatants India Limited
held in Jaffna

8

The speech that galvanized
every Indian - Excerpts from PM’s
speech at Allphones Arena in
Sydney
11
The Visit of Prime Minister of India
to Fiji
13

33

Shri S.D.Moorthy, Acting Consul
General of India in Jaffna gifted
a set of books to, Chief Librarian
of Jaffna Public Library.
34
Five Indian fishermen released
from jail

35

Visit of Shri Ajit Doval, National
Security Adviser of India, to Sri
Lanka

35

Ten years on from the 2004
Tsunami: Remembering
India-Sri Lanka solidarity

36

Science & Technology

India and Sri Lanka hold Second
Defence Dialogue
26

US, India to Team Up on Mars
Exploration

37

Inauguration of Government of
India funded Language Lab in
Bingiriya, Kurunegala
27

India’s Communication
Satellite GSAT-16 Launched
Successfully

38

GSLV Mark III, India’s Largest
Rocket, Launched Successfully

39

Inauguration of Pallai-Jaffna
reconstructed railway track
and signal system built by
IRCON International Ltd under
concessional Indian Line of
Credit

The Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, blogs
on his visit to Myanmar,
Australia and Fiji

25

32

India releases stamp on
Lankan Buddhist revivalist
Anagarika Dharmapala

28

30

Mangalyaan among Time
magazine’s 25 best innovations
of 2014
40

Economy
Facts About Indian Economy

41

Contents. 2
MONTHLY ECONOMIC REPORT

41

Feature
IT & ITeS Industry in India

42

Culture
Gandhi Jayanti at ICC

44

Lecture - Pranayama
Techniques in Ancient
Scriptures by Dr. Thavayoganathan Sumanenthiran

4.

Bharatha Natyam Recital by
Priyakala Sriskandharajah

44

Deepadhvani Sanndhvani
JAI RAM - Sunthara Kandam An Auspicious Canto of
Ramayanam

44

Sambhashana

45

Lecture - Medical Aspect
of Hatha Yoga

46

Shankar’s International
Children’s Competition 2015

46

Vocal Music Recital by
Deshamanya Wijedasa Bandara 46
Seminar for ICC Hindi Students

46

Bharatha Natyam Recital
by Sahana Balasubramanya

46

Dheem Thanana III

47

A presentation of traditional
folk songs & drums of Sri Lanka
presented by Shri Ravibandhu
Vidyapathi & his ensemble
47
Rudram - A Bharatha Natyam
Recital by Neewin Hershall

47

Visits

October - December

2014

The visit of
President of India
to Norway
October 13-14, 2014

The President of India, Shri. Pranab Mukherjee, paid a
State visit to Norway from October 13-14, 2014 at the
invitation of His Majesty King Harald V of the Kingdom
of Norway.
During the visit, the President had meetings and
interactions with His Majesty King Harald and other
members of the Royal family, Her Majesty Queen Sonja,
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon and Her Roal
Highness Crown Princess Mette- Marit. The President
also had meetings with The Prime Minister, Ms. Erna
Solberg and the President of the Storting(Parliament),
Mr. Olemic Thommessen.
Norway and India share a cordial and friendly
relationship. This, the first Head of State visit ever from
India, further strengthens the bonds of friendship and
cooperation between India and Norway.
The Hon’ble President was accompanied by a high
level delegation including Ministers, Members of
Parliament, senior officials, senior representatives of
educational and academic institutions, as well as a
delegation of scientists and businessmen.
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The visit of
President of India
to Finland
October 14-16, 2014

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
paid a State Visit to Finland from October 1416, 2014. During the visit, Hon’ble President met
the President, Prime Minister, Foreign Minister
and Speaker of Finland. Hon’ble President also
addressed a Business Seminar in Helsinki. He
visited Rovaniemi and crossed the Arctic Circle.
Hon’ble President was accompanied by a
high level delegation including Ministers,
Members of Parliament, Senior Officials, Senior
Representatives of educational & academic
institutions and businessmen.
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The visit of Prime
Minister of Vietnam
to India
October 27-28, 2014

The Prime Minister of Vietnam, Nguyen Tan Dung began
his two-day visit to India on October 27, 2014, the third
high-level exchange between the two countries in two
months.
The Prime Minister of Vietnam, arrived in Bodh Gaya,
a well-known religious site and place of pilgrimage in
the Indian State of Bihar, accompanied by a 50-member
business delegation.
He was welcomed by the State’s Chief Minister, Shri Jitan
Ram Manjihi. Later Prime Minister Dung visited at New
Delhi, where he held talks with Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi.
During Prime Minister Dung’s visit, the two countries
signed a number of agreements, including one on sister
city ties between Ho Chi Minh City and Mumbai, and one
on Bank of India set to open its first branch in Ho Chi
Minh City.
The visit came just a month after that of Hon’ble
President’s, Shri Pranab Mukherjee to Vietnam, during
which India agreed to tighten energy ties and extended
a US$100 million export credit to Vietnam for defence
deals.
During 2013-14, trade between the two countries stood
at $8 billion, registering a growth of over 30 percent over
the previous year. Vietnam and India have targeted to
increase bilateral trade to $10 billion by 2015 and $15
billion by 2020.
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The State Visit of
President of india to
Bhutan
November 7-8, 2014

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee paid
a State Visit to Bhutan on November 7-8, 2014 at
the invitation of His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck, the King of Bhutan.
During the visit, Hon’ble President had meetings and
interactions with His Majesty the King of Bhutan, His
Majesty, the Fourth King and the Prime Minister of
Bhutan.
This, was the first bilateral visit by a President of India
to Bhutan in 26 years and , is indicative of India’s ageold, unique and special relationship with Bhutan. It is
expected to further expand the bilateral partnership
and strengthen the close bonds that tie the two
countries together.
Hon’ble President was accompanied by a high level
delegation including Minister of State for Railways, four
Members of Parliament, senior officials and senior
representatives of our educational and academic
institutions.
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Tour of Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, to Myanmar,
Australia and Fiji
November 11-20, 2014

The Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, paid
a nine-day three-nation tour of Myanmar, Australia
and Fiji during which he had a range of international
engagements.
During the tour Hon’ble PM attended the East Asia and
ASEAN-India Summits in Myanmar, the G20 Summit in
Australia and held bilateral meetings with his Australian
and Fijian counterparts.
Hon’ble Prime Minister held talks with his Fijian
counterpart, Frank Bainimarama and also announced
a slew of Lines of Credit and development aid totalling
$80 million for the country.
Shri Narendra Modi announced $1 million Special
Adaptation Fund for the Pacific Nations and a proposal
to develop Pan Pacific Islands Project for telemedicine
and tele-education.
Hon’ble PM addressed Fijian parliament, the first
such address by a foreign leader, after Parliamentary
elections, during which he said that India was prepared
to build a “Digital Fiji”.
Noting the inconvenience in travel due to Visa issues,
Shri Modi announced visa on arrival facility for all the 14
Pacific Island countries and hoped that it will facilitate
exchanges and promote better understanding
between the peoples.

During his four-city tour in Australia, Shri Modi and
his counterpart, Tony Abbott, agreed on a landmark
framework for security cooperation across the
spectrum in defence, cyber and maritime security and
combating terrorism, including the threats posed by
foreign fighters joining extremists groups.
Shri Narendra Modi, the first Indian Prime Minister to
visit Australia in 28 years, also addressed the Australian
Parliament.
The two countries decided to conclude a long-pending
Free Trade pact by the end of next year and an “early
closure” of the civilian nuclear deal that will facilitate
uranium imports to India.
Prior to arriving in Australia, Shri Narendra Modi
attended the ASEAN-India summit and the East Asia
Summit in Myanmar.
At the East Asia summit in Myanmar capital Nay Pyi Taw,
Shri Modi asserted that the world community must
reject any linkage between religion and terrorism while
formulating a “genuinely international” partnership in
the fight against all forms of terror acts.
On India-ASEAN relationship, Shri Modi said there
were “no irritants” in their ties and they can be “great”
partners.
Hon’ble PM said there will be “major improvement” in
India’s trade policy and environment and proposed
a special facility for speedy implementation of
connectivity projects with the 10-nation ASEAN bloc.
On the sidelines of the summits, Shri Modi met
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, Malaysian counterpart
Najib Razak, Russian Premier Dmitry Medvedev, and
Thai counterpart Gen. Prayut Chan-o-cha.
Courtesy : www.thehindu.com
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The Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, at ASEAN SUMMIT
November 12, 2014

our mutual confidence and trust is strong. We have
no irritants in our relationship. We see encouraging
opportunities and challenges in the world in similar
ways,” he said.
Observing that India and the ASEAN have been
successful to a considerable extent in pursuing their
dreams, PM Shri Modi said they have laid a foundation
for a strong and comprehensive strategic partnership.
“My Government has been in office for six months
and the intensity and momentum with which we have
enhanced our engagement in the East, is a reflection
of the priority that we give to this region,” the Prime
Minister said at the summit held at the sprawling
Myanmar International Convention Centre.
A new era of economic development, industrialisation
and trade has begun in India, PM Shri Narendra Modi
said at the India—ASEAN summit at Nay Pyi Taw in
Myanmar.
Asserting that there are “no irritants” in the IndiaASEAN relationship, Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on November 12, 2014 told ASEAN leaders that
a new era of economic development, industrialisation
and trade has begun in India and they can be “great
partners” for each other.
As India seeks to deepen its engagement with the
10-nation bloc of small and medium economies, Shri
Modi said both India and the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) are keen to enhance their
cooperation in advancing balance, peace and stability
in the region.
“The ASEAN community is India’s neighbour. We have
ancient relations of trade, religion, culture, art and
traditions. We have enriched each other through our
interaction. This constitutes a strong foundation of a
modern relationship,” Hon’ble PM said in his opening
statement in Hindi at the 12th India—ASEAN summit in
the Myanmarese capital.
“That is why our world view is similar in many respects;
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“A new era of economic development, industrialisation
and trade has begun in India. Externally, India’s ‘Look
East Policy’ has become ‘Act East Policy’,” he said.
“Rapidly developing India and ASEAN can be great
partners for each other. We are both keen to enhance
our cooperation in advancing balance, peace and
stability in the region,” the Prime Minister said.
courtesy: http://www.thehindu.com/
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The Prime Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, at G20 summit
November 16, 2014

Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, on 14
November 2014, reached Brisbane on the second leg
of his three-nation tour.

with Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel, Britain’s
Prime Minister, David Cameron and France’s President,
Francois Hollande.

In Australia, Prime Minister attended the G20 summit
in Brisbane, and later visited Sydney, Canberra and
Melbourne.

Shri Narendra Modi is the first Indian Prime Minister to
visit Australia since Rajiv Gandhi in 1986.

Hon’ble PM held a number of bilateral meetings with
world leaders on the sidelines of the G20, including

Hon’ble PM also addressed the Indian expatriate
crowd at a mega event in Sydney and also addressed
the Australian Parliament in Canberra.

Highlights of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s
Statement on Energy at G20 Summit
November 16, 2014

• Increased access to affordable, assured and clean
energy supply for all should be our primary goal. It is a
major economic opportunity for all countries.

• We should also discuss innovative funding models
to ensure rapid expansion of renewable energy in
decentralised manner in rural areas.

• Let us make an ambitious and innovative effort to
make renewable, especially solar energy, competitive
with conventional energy. In Gujarat, the canal-top
project worked well and saved water, too.

• In countries like India, there are vast opportunities for
those wishing to invest in clean coal technology, since
our dependence will not reduce very soon.

• Pricing of carbon, especially in mature markets with
universal availability of power, can stimulate shift to
renewable energy.
• Let us increase our collective R&D efforts and
collaboration; and, ensure dissemination to all
countries. For this, I would propose that we set up a
global virtual centre for clean energy research and
development, with adequate public funding, which will
fund collaborative projects in diverse sources of clean
energy, smart grids, energy efficiency, etc. India and
the United States have built an excellent virtual centre
on a bilateral basis, with matching public and private
funding. We can select a team of outstanding experts
to evaluate and judge research projects. The results
should be available to all countries.

• Nuclear energy can still be a safe, reliable and clean
source of energy. It will be an important part of our
mix.
• Energy efficiency is the best source of clean energy.
In India, for example, building energy efficiency and
efficiency in areas such as buildings, household
appliances and industrial goods is receiving strong
attention. I invite you to come and invest in this sector
in India.
• I also believe that change in lifestyle and economy in
consumption will be the most enduring response to
energy challenges.
• G20 can be effective in promoting an integrated the
natural gas market, ensuring freer trade in gas and
ensuring that the markets operate more efficiently.
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The Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, blogs on
his visit to Myanmar, Australia and Fiji
November 21, 2014 - Author: Narendra Modi

Dear Friends,
On the evening of the 19th, my trip to Myanmar,
Australia and Fiji concluded. While on the way back
I was reflecting on the last ten days – what did we
achieve, what were the outcomes for India and that is
when I thought I should also share some thoughts with
you through my Blog.
To begin with, it is vital to understand the historic
uniqueness of this visit.
In the case of Australia, this was the first bilateral visit
by a Prime Minister of India in 28 years. Fiji witnessed
such a visit almost 33 years back. On one hand, the
IT and Communication revolution brought the world
closer but on the other hand, we could not reach the
shores of these two countries, each important in its
own way, for almost three decades.
I thought this must change.
I attended five Summits including the one with leaders
of Pacific Islands that I hosted in Fiji and met 38 world
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leaders. The number of full bilateral meetings I had
stands at 20. In fact, I had the opportunity to meet
leaders from every part of the world! These meetings
were frank, comprehensive and fruitful. We covered
substantial ground on several issues. I met a wide
range of business leaders as well.
During these bilateral meetings, I noticed one thingthat the world is looking at India with renewed respect
and immense enthusiasm! I see a global community
that is tremendously keen to engage with India.
With every leader, we discussed how we could
make our relations more extensive, diverse and
wide-ranging. Strengthening trade and commerce
and drawing industry to India was a central part
of the discussion. Numerous leaders I met were
very optimistic about our ‘Make in India’ initiative
and are keen to come to India and be a part of the
extensive and diverse opportunities India has to offer.
I see this as a positive sign, one that will bring several
opportunities to India’s youth and give them the right
exposure that will make them shine. Such exposure
has become imperative keeping in mind the pace at
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which the world is developing. Several world leaders
also showed keenness on our plans to create ‘Next
Gen Infrastructure’ and smart cities.
I had the opportunity to address the Parliaments of
Australia and Fiji during this visit.
Coming from the world’s largest democracy, it is always
heartening to visit these temples of democracies and
to share thoughts from within the hallowed portals
of their four walls. There is no bond that is stronger
than a bond between two democracies. On one hand
it gave me an opportunity to reach out to the wider
political leadership of these nations and on the other
hand it opened new avenues for co-operation. Once
again, the lawmakers were very upbeat about India.
Both addresses were a first for any Indian Prime
Minister. In fact, I was told that my address to the Fijian
Parliament was a first by any world leader. This is not
a personal achievement, but it is a reflection on the
respect that the 125 crore people of India have in the
eyes of the global community.
At the G-20 Summit, India placed the issue of existence
and repatriation of black money at the forefront of the
world community.
I am glad that the world community took note of this
because this is an issue that does not selectively
affect one nation. The menace of black money has
the potential to destabilize world peace and harmony.
Black money also brings with it terrorism, money
laundering and narcotics trade. As democracies firmly
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committed to the rule of law, it becomes our obligation
to collectively fight this evil and there was no better
occasion than the G-20 to raise this. Our efforts paid
off with the official communiqué reflecting this issue.
The ASEAN Summit was an opportunity to engage with
the Leadership of ASEAN nations as we discussed how
to deepen engagement both as a group of nations and
with each Nation individually.
It is my conviction that ASEAN and India can explore
new frontiers together. We share the bonds of culture
and history and at the same time are blessed with the
vigour and energy of our youth.
I discussed affordable housing with PM Razak of
Malaysia, energy issues with the Sultan of Brunei and
urban development issues with PM Lee Hsien Loong
of Singapore.
In Fiji I met with leaders of the Pacific Island Nations.
This is a region that is important to us.I am very happy
to have taken a significant and concrete step towards
stronger bilateral relations with each of these nations
individually. There is a lot we can do for these nations
and there is a lot we can learn from them.
Wherever I went, I witnessed immense warmth from
the people. I am extremely grateful to President
Thein Sein, Prime Minister Abbott and Prime Minister
Bainimarama the leaders of the three nations who
hosted me.
My individual meetings with them also covered
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significant ground on how to take relations with our
respective nations ahead.
With President Thein Sein my talks were centered
around the 3Cs of culture, commerce and connectivity.
Prime Minister Abbott and I made unprecedented
progress in the areas of energy, culture, and security
and are moving very positively on the issue of nuclear
energy. The Framework for Security Cooperation is a
fitting recognition of the increasing security ties with
Australia. There will be a ‘Make in India’ roadshow next
year to invite Australia companies to India. During my
meeting with Australian business leaders, I could see
their willingness and eagerness to invest in India and
such a roadshow will surely be very valuable in this
context.
On a personal note, the affection from the Indian
community was touching. Be it in Myanmar, Australia
and Fiji, I will not be able to describe their warmth in
words. I could see that they were proud of India and
of the changes happening in India. I could see dreams
and expectations in their eyes. As I said during the
Indian community programme in Sydney, we are fully
aware of the expectations and we will leave no stone
unturned in creating the India of their dreams.
There was immense glee on the faces of our diaspora
when I announced the visa-on-arrival facilities and the
OCI and PIO merger in Australia and Fiji. It is our aim to
make the diaspora an integral part of our development
journey and since the last few months we have
channelized our efforts in this regard. We want to
create an environment where our diaspora also feel
that they can contribute towards India’s development.
That is also the reason I urged NRIs to keep sharing
their views and thoughts on www.mygov.in.
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I fondly remember the reception at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground. It was very kind of PM
Abbott to specially fly down to Melbourne and host
the reception, where cricketing greats including Kapil
Dev, Sunil Gavaskar, VVS Laxman, Allan Border, Steve
Waugh, Dean Jones and Glenn McGrath joined.
Friends, my eastward travels over the past few days
have been a reminder to me of what the world expects
from India.
I saw in their eyes a desire to see India playing its part
for a peaceful, stable and developed global community.
I also saw a reflection of the energy of our youth,
keeping pace with rapid changes across the world.
I am convinced, with even greater consciousness, of
the positive difference India can make on the world
stage.
The world is looking at India with renewed enthusiasm.
We must reciprocate with a renewed commitment to
our shared values and goals.
Together we shall script a better future for India and
the rest of the world.
Yours,

Narendra Modi
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The speech that
galvanized every Indian
Excerpts from PM’s speech at
Allphones Arena in Sydney
November 25, 2014

On the occasion of the first Indian Prime Minister
to visit Australia in 28 years, Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, on November 17, 2014, spoke for
nearly 90 minutes to address more than 20,000 people
at the Allphones Arena in Sydney.
Here is the full transcript of his speech.
1. I like to begin by acknowledging the tradition of this
land, and pay my respect to original owners of the
land of Sydney, the aborigines and their descendants.
My respect to all senior members of the society
and community, and my countrymen. This respect,
enthusiasm, spirit.. Modi is not deserving of this. 1.25
billion people of India is the real deserver of this. I
dedicate this to the children of Mother India.
2. This packed house in Sydney is right now
revolutionising the whole of India. What Swami
Vivekananda said carried so much foresight. He said
this 50 years before Independence of India. For the next
fifty years, they should forget their gods and goddesses.
It was surprisingly coming from a sanyasi. A spiritual
person was saying this. He said, if you want to pray, then
pray only for Mother India.
3. Right after 50 years, India became independent. The
magic of his words. There are many people here who
were born in independent India. Am fortunate to be the
first prime minister of India to be born in independent
India. I feel my responsibility is much more because of
this.
4. We were not fortunate to fight in the freedom struggle.
We did not get the chance to spend our lives in jails.
There should be some pain within us. We did not die
for the country, we could at least live for the nation. Not
everyone is fortunate to die for the country, but many
are surely fortunate to live for the country.
5. Though it is an overnight journey from India to
Australia, it took 28 years for an Indian PM to ever visit
Australia. I have come here to assure you that you
need not wait for an Indian PM to come and visit you.
Sydney is a beautiful city. Australia is a beautiful country.

Neither Australia and India can live without cricket.
Cricket has united us. But before that, history and
culture has strengthened this unbroken partnership.
Both countries are democracies. Our founding leaders
have established strong foundations for democracies.
Sydney: Modi promises lifelong Indian visa to PIO card
holders
6. God had several hands, but Mother India has 250 crore
hands. And someone who has so many hands, majority
of which are under 35 in age, has immense capacity. The
young are capable of drawing a line on a stone. Swami
Vivekananda’s words have come true, I see it here. His
second dream was for India to become Vishwa Guru.
I am seeing it here, Mother India has actually become
Vishwa Guru. She is represented all over the world
through all of you, and you carry immense capacity. This
foresight of Swami Vivekananda has come true.
7. Six months of being in the government are nothing,
but my experience says, that the country is actually
blessed by Mother India. This nation will rise up, it will
help the world with its 250 crore hands capability. If
you agree with this, then the common voice becomes a
divine voice. There’s no reason I think that our country
will stay behind. 250 crore hands will work together
towards global peace and negate suffering around the
world.
8. In 1964, in Tokyo Olympics, Indian-origin Bakhtawar
Singh represented Australia. Eric Pierce was born in
Jabalpur. Cricketers Sellers, Stuart Clarke were AngloIndian. Lisa Sthalekar in women’s cricket scored 1,000
runs. Venkatesh, at the age of 12, created history for
Australia in International Physics and Maths Olympiad.
Mathei Varghese, a mathematician made name. Actress
and Singer Mudalia. Indira Naidu, writer and social
11

worker. Besides them, there are several names who
have dedicated their lives to Australian name. This is
exactly our strength. Wherever we are, we propagate
love, and contribute to communities. My heartfelt
congratulations and acknowledgement.
9. During the Lok Sabha elections this year, there was
not a single Indian family in the world who was not
waiting for the verdict. This passion of who won and
who lost, it was not about this. They were thinking when
will my country become an ideal one.
10. Many have dreams to do big things, let them dream
whatever they want. I have to carry out small deeds, for
the underprivileged people to bring up and make them
large. Have you ever seen a poor man in the bank? I
want a poor person to have an account in the bank. I
started PM Jana Dhana Yojana. About 75 million families
could benefit from this. I spoke to RBI and asked them,
they said - “Modiji, ho to sakta hai, lekin..” But no one
dares say no to a PM. They said it will take three years.
I said when and what kind of a Sun will rise after three
years.
11. On Jana Dhan Yojana, I called officers of PMO. RBI
says it will take three years, department says it will take
two years to implement. The PMO officials said it will
take at least one year. I heard all of them. I announced it
on August 15. I said it has to be completed in 150 days.
In 68 years, in a year 10 million bank accounts opened.
When we decided, in 10 weeks 71 million bank accounts
were opened.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Allphones Arena in
Sydney.12. Look at the honesty of poor people of India.
We had asked for a zero balance account. The poor
people thought, if Modi has promised something, we
too have some responsibility. A sum of Rs.500 crore
was deposited in 75 million new bank accounts. Some
deposited Rs.100, some Rs.200, knowing that they
are joining the mainstream. Do not underestimate the
power of our countrymen, they are willing to run ahead
of us, all they need is a helping hand. January 26, is the
deadline, and the work is still in progress.
13. On October 2, Swachh Bharat was started. Do we
come here to litter in Australia? No. The same should
apply to towards a cleaner India. So, here’s a prime
minister who is personally indulging in getting toilets
made. We call the man who picks our garbage as
‘kachrawala’,he’s actually safaiwala; we need to change
our mindset. There is dignity of labour in Australia. To
clean India it may take a while, because even cleaning
a home during Diwali takes time. At least we can give
Mahatma Gandhi a neat and tidy nation by 2019. A gift
to Gandhi on 150th birth anniversary.
14. Our objectives are same, that our youths get
employment. For job creation, we are asking the world
to come to India and invest. We started Make in India
campaign. Good governance is needed, but the CEO of
the company will come looking for quality of life.
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15. When I was the CM of Gujarat the CEOs came to
invest, but they also wanted to play gold. Gujarat knows
gilli-danda not golf. I asked private parties to arrange for
golf. The investors who come look for quality of life. This
is India’s responsibility to provide a good healthcare,
facilities, law and order and environment. Through
Make in India we aspire towards this. Our railways are
an example, passengers are increasing, spaces are the
same. Are there no solutions to this?
16. There are so many opportunities in a market of
1.25 crore people. Come and invest in our trains. With
the policy changes I am trying to bring, we have to go
forward together. With a lot of courage, we opted for
100 percent FDI in railways in India. In other countries,
they have rail networks, but no people.
17. The world needs a great workforce. Technology
solely cannot do without proper workforce. We are
fortunate, to have people in great numbers to cater to
the needs of the world. But skilled development is also
necessary. The need of workforce across the world has
to be mapped and then responded to. There’s a huge
demand for nurses, maths and science teachers around
the world. Gems and jewellery, potato-tomatoes are
not the only things we can export. We need to focus
through our HRD to prepare for the needs of the world.
This will lead to applauds for India.
18. In this age, territorial conflicts will not decide who
wins or loses, but workforce will. The capability of a
nation of citizens who are willing to work will decide it.
Your dream is my dream. Your wishes and aspirations
are mine. I want to see India the same way you want to
see India. A nation is because of its citizens. If we give
them a chance, without any hindrance, the government
should just remove itself perhaps. You needed to attest
your mark sheets by an MLA or a gazetted officer. This
was happening since the Raj. I removed it. You need
to believe and trust your citizens. So, if you get a job,
produce the original certificate, case finished. If I did
not trust the poor of my nation, they would not have
deposited Rs.500 crore in bank accounts.
19. The love you have given to me needs something in
return. So, I want to give you some information. I am
sure you have some grievances. Embassy does not
respond to you. People do not pick phones, answer
emails. Modiji came, but nothing happened. There’s so
much hopelessness. When I went to the US, in Madison
Square, they did not believe me. People before me had
come, spoke and went. What I promised in US has been
implemented one by one. People who have PIO (People
of Indian Origin) cards, they will get life-long visa. PIO
and OCI will be one.
20. This year, Ahmedabad will host the NRI Day. In 1915,
Mahatma Gandhi as an NRI came to India from South
Africa. We will be celebrating the centenary of that
event. PIO and OCI, please be assured that before the
NRI day, my government will get this work done.
courtesy: www.intoday.in
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The Visit of Prime Minister of India to Fiji
November 19, 2014

The Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, visited
Fiji on November 19, 2014. Apart from addressing the
Fijian Parliament, he also attended and addressed
a specially convened meeting of the leaders of all
fourteen Pacific Island countries. Hon’ble PM made
a series of commitments of assistance, both financial
and technical. This was the first Prime Ministerial visit
from India since Smt. Indira Gandhi visited Suva in
1981, some 33 years ago.
The Fiji bilateral
The meeting with Fijian Prime Minister Frank
Bainimarama focused on various issues including
‘renewable energy, especially solar and wind energy,
and in building capacity to adapt to climate change.’
In his address to the Fiji Parliament, Shri Modi pointed
out that both the Fijian and Indian Parliaments had
women as Speakers but that the Fijian Parliament
had done better: one in every seven members was a
woman while in India the ratio was one in nine.
Hon’ble PM recognised Fiji’s role as a hub in the region,
its valuable contribution to UN Peacekeeping Missions,
and thanked the country for hosting Indian scientists
involved in tracking India’s successful Mars mission,
Mangalyaan.

Shri Modi also thanked Prime Minister Bainimarama
‘for providing a great platform for the first ever
interaction between India and the Pacific Islands’.
Meeting with Pacific Island Leaders
Mr Bainimarama’s success in organising a meeting with
Pacific Island Leaders is significant in that it came only
weeks after Fiji refused to rejoin the Pacific Islands
Forum (PIF) following the lifting of a ban imposed five
years ago following the coup. Fiji insists that it will
rejoin only after Australia and New Zealand leave the
PIF and become only ‘development partners’.
Apart from Fiji, leaders of all Pacific Island countries
including the Cook Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Nauru,
Kiribati Vanuatu Solomon Islands, Samoa, Niue,
Palau, Marshall Islands, Papua New Guinea and the
Federated States of Micronesia met Prime Minister
Modi on November 19, 2014.
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Fiji was a success at a
bilateral and regional level. His continued emphasis
on alternate sources of energy and the preparation
for the effects of climate change would not have gone
unnoticed among the PICs given their long-standing
concerns which have been expressed at various levels,
including to Australia.
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The Visit of the Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, to Nepal for 18th
SAARC Summit
November 25-27, 2014

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, paid a
three-day visit to Nepal capital Kathmandu, where
he attended the 18th South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Summit.
During his visit to Kathmandu, Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, also had bilateral interactions with
leaders of six SAARC Member Nations, as part of his
agenda to develop closer neighbourly ties on a priority
basis.
Upon his arrival in Nepal, the Prime Minister took to
Twitter to express his feelings about being in Nepal
for the second time in three months since assuming
office.
“Wonderful to be in Nepal again! I can never forget the
warmth with which I have been welcomed here,” he
wrote.
During meetings with his Nepali counterpart Sushil
Koirala, Prime Minister Modi witnessed
the signing of many memorandums of
understanding (MoU) and agreements
between the two nations, including ones
on tourism and youth exchange, and a
motor vehicle agreement.
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During the meeting between the two leaders, three
twin-cities agreements were also signed -between
Ayodhya and Janakpur; between Kathmandu and
Varanasi; and between Lumbini and Bodh Gaya.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi also handed over
the Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) Mark III to
the Nepalese Army.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated a
Rs.150 crore trauma centre in Nepal and launched the
Kathmandu to New Delhi bus service.
In the SAARC Summit, the leaders of the SAARC
nations reaffirmed that they were determined to
deepen regional integration for peace and prosperity
by promoting mutual trust, amity, understanding,
cooperation and partnership amongst each other.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi urged the SAARC
nations to fulfil the pledge taken by them to combat
terror and trans-national crimes.
“As we remember the horror of the terror
attack in Mumbai in 2008, we feel the endless
pain of lost lives. Let us work together to
fulfil the pledge we have taken to combat
terrorism and trans-national crimes,” he
said in his speech at the SAARC Summit.
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Speech by The Prime Minister of India at
the 18th SAARC Summit
November 26, 2014

Prime Minister Sushil Koirala ji, my colleagues from
South Asia

in the life of an individual or a nation, a good
neighbourhood is a universal aspiration.

I am delighted to return to Kathmandu.

Where does South Asia wish to stand in this world?

Koiralaji, congratulations on organising an excellent
Summit

Nowhere in the world are collective efforts more urgent
than in South Asia; and, nowhere else is it so modest.
Big and small, we face the same challenges- a long
climb to the summit of development. But, I have great
belief in our boundless potential; and, confidence - that
comes from the many inspiring stories of innovation
and initiative in each of our countries. There is much
to learn from each other; even more - to do together.

Thank you, Nepal, for your warm hospitality once again.
Greetings to the Observer countries present here.
This is my first SAARC Summit. But, this is the second
time I am meeting most of you together. I stepped into
the office with the greetings of the entire world.But,
what moved me, dear colleagues, was your personal
presence, with the good wishes of one-fourth of
humanity.Because the future I dream for India is the
future I wish for our entire region.
The last Summit was three years ago. Only two of us
here were present in Addu. Even Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has come here after her re-election. President
Rajapaksa will soon go into one and I wish him good
luck. I especially welcome our newest colleague,
President Ghani.
Ours is a region of thriving democracy; of rich
inheritance;the unmatched strength of youth; and, a
strong thirst for change and progress.
In the last few months, I have travelled around the
world. From the middle of the Pacific, to the southern
coast of Atlantic Ocean, I see a rising tide of integration.
And, negotiations on major trade agreements such as
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, the
Trans Pacific Partnership and the Trans Atlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership.
Because the barriers of boundaries inhibit progress;
international partnerships add speed to it. Because,
16

That was the vision and aspiration that brought us
together as SAARC 30 years ago. We have travelled a long
distance together since then. We have an agreement,
an institution or a framework of cooperation in every
field. We also have many successes.
Yet, when we speak of SAARC, we usually hear two
reactions – cynicism and scepticism. This, sadly, is in a
region throbbing with the optimism of our youth.
Today, less than 5% of the region’s global trade takes
place between us. Even at this modest level, less than
10% of the region’s internal trade takes place under
SAARC Free Trade Area.
Indian companies are investing billions abroad, but less
than 1% flow into our region.
It is still harder to travel within our region than to
Bangkok or Singapore; and, more expensive to speak
to each other.
How much have we done in SAARC to turn our natural
wealth into shared prosperity; or, our borders into
bridgeheads to a shared future?
Yet, South Asia is slowly coming together. India and
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Bangladesh have deepened their links through rail,
road, power and transit.India and Nepal have started
a new era of cooperation in energy; and, India and
Bhutan are making those ties stronger by the day.
With Sri Lanka, we have transformed trade through
a Free Trade Agreement. We will soon launch a
new arrangement to meet Maldives’ need for oil.
Distance and difficulties have not held back India
and Afghanistan.And, bus and train sustain contacts
between people in India and Pakistan.

Infrastructure is our region’s greatest weakness and
it’s most pressing need. When I thought of coming to
Kathmandu by road, it made many officials in India
nervous. Because of the condition of roads at the
border!

We have given five South Asian partners duty free
access to 99.7% of their goods and prepared to do
more with others.

We speak of ease of doing business in India. Let’s
extend this to our region. I promise to ensure that
our facilities at the border will speed up, not slow
down, trade. Let’s all make our procedures simple, our
facilities better, our standards common and our paper
workless burdensome. India will now give business
visa for 3-5 years for SAARC. Let’s make it even easier
for our businesses through a SAARC Business Traveller
Card. Excellencies, India has a huge trade surplus with
SAARC countries. I believe that this neither right nor
sustainable. We will address your concerns and give
you a level playing field in India. But, I encourage you
to attract Indian investments to produce for the Indian
market and create jobs for your youth. I also look to
a future when your companies can easily raise funds
in India for investments at home; and, when we have
cross-border industrial corridors, so that we can take
advantage of the natural synergies and connected
lives in our Border States.

For India, it has been a privilege to provide assistance
of nearly 8 billion U.S. dollars in South Asia over a
decade.
It may not seem a great amount in these times, but
we are grateful for the opportunity to have made a
difference to the lives of a few brothers and sisters in
our region.
Each of us has taken our own initiatives.However, as
SAARC we have failed to move with the speed that our
people expect and want. Some argue that it is because
of the region’s development gap. But, that should
actually spur us to do more. Or, is it because we are
stuck behind the walls of our differences and hesitant
to move out of the shadows of the past?

Infrastructure is my greatest priority in India. And, I
also want to set up a Special Purpose Facility in India
to finance infrastructure projects in our region that
enhances our connectivity and trade.

India, too, has its share of responsibility –because of
our size and location. I know that many of your goods,
too, have to do a Parikrama of India to reach their
destinations.

I also believe that if we can light up each other’s towns
and villages, we can build a brighter tomorrow for our
region. Or, face a future when someone looks down
at us from Space, and says that this is world’s darkest
corner. Let us treat electricity as a commodity like
any other that we invest and trade in. India will fully
support these initiatives in the region. We should also
think with ambition to use solar energy and micro
grids to quickly provide clean power to villages across
the region.

Just think of what we are doing to our consumers and to our environment! We must shrink the distance
between our producers and consumers and use the
most direct routes of trade. I know India has to lead,
and we will do our part.I hope, each of you will, too.

Our relations become stronger when we connect the
lives of the ordinary citizens of our countries. That is
why connectivity and services by rail and road are so
important. We should also connect ourselves more by
air. We will not only make a difference to the lives of

This won’t resolve our differences, but will certainly
deprive us of opportunities. Today, goods travel from
one Punjab to the other Punjab through Delhi, Mumbai,
Dubai and Karachi – making the journey eleven times
longer and the cost four times more.
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our people, but also promote tourism in the region.
We should use the strength of shared heritage and our
diversity to encourage tourism within our region, and
present South Asia to the world. We could begin with
the Buddhist circuit, but we don’t have to stop there.
As we seek to build bridges to prosperity, we must not
lose sight of our responsibility to the millions living
without hope. We must work with our compassion of
our hearts, but also with the power of science.
In the area of health, India will meet the shortfall in
funds to establish the SAARC Regional Supra Reference
Laboratory for TB and HIV. We offer the five-in-one
vaccine for the children of South Asia. We will support
monitoring and surveillance of polio-free countries,
and provide vaccines where it might reappear. And, for
those coming to India for medical treatment, India will
provide immediate medical visa for the patient and an
attendant.
Information technology has removed all barriers to
quality education. India is prepared to connect our
South Asian students through online course and
E-libraries. When we set up India’s National Knowledge
Network, we will be happy to extend it to the SAARC
region. The dream of a South Asian University has
become a reality in New Delhi. But, to be truly South
Asian, it must also have partnerships with at least one
university in each SAARC country.
Excellencies,
India’s gift of a satellite for the SAARC region will
benefit us all in areas like education,telemedicine,
disaster response, resource management, weather
forecasting and communication. We will also host a
conference in India for all South Asian partners next
year, to strengthen our collective ability to apply space
technology in economic development and governance.
And, we plan to launch our satellite by the SAARC Day
in 2016.
As neighbours, we should also be together in good
and bad times. India’s capability and expertise in
disaster management will always be available to South
Asia. Equally, as we reach out to Indians caught in
conflicts and disasters around the world, we will also
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be there for all our South Asian citizens.
Excellencies, a prosperous SAARC needs the strong
foundation of a secure South Asia. If we are sensitive
to each other’s security, and the lives of our people, we
will deepen friendships, spur cooperation and advance
stabilityin our region.
Today, as we remember the horror of the terror attack
in Mumbai in 2008, we feel the endless pain of lost
lives.
Let us work together to fulfil the pledge we have taken
to combat terrorism and trans-national crimes.

For India, our vision for the region rests on five pillars
– trade, investment, assistance, cooperation in every
area, contacts between our people – and, all through
seamless connectivity. This is the call of our times. This
is the age of social media, where boundaries matter
little. There is a new awakening in South Asia; a new
recognition of inter-linked destinies; and, a new belief
in shared opportunities.
The bonds will grow.
Through SAARC or outside it.
Among us all or some of us.
We can all choose our paths to our destinations.
But, when we join our hands and walk in step, the
path becomes easier, the journey quicker and the
destination closer.
I say this as much to my government and people, as
I say to you. We are meeting in the lap of Himalaya,
which has nurtured us through the ages. Today, it is
calling us to act.
Let us work to change cynicism into optimism.
Let us turn South Asia of flowering hope into a rich field
of peace and prosperity.
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The Visit of President of the Russian
Federation to India - Joint Statement
December 11, 2014

1. The President of the Russian Federation, H.E.
Mr. Vladimir V. Putin, paid an official visit to India on
December 11, 2014 at the invitation of the Prime
Minister of the Republic of India, H.E. Mr. Narendra
Modi, for the 15th Annual Summit between the two
countries. During the Summit, the leaders agreed on
a vision for strengthening the India-Russia partnership
over the next decade. Recognizing that the special
and privileged strategic partnership between India
and Russia has been built on the strong foundation
of mutual trust, bilateral understanding and unique
people-to-people affinities, the leaders emphasized
that the time has come for a significant broad-basing of
bilateral cooperation to carry the friendship between
the countries to a qualitatively new level.
2. India deeply values the monumental contributions
made by Russia to India’s developmental and defence
needs in the second half of the twentieth century.
The Declaration on Strategic Partnership of 2000 and
the Annual Summits it initiated, have allowed the two
countries to redefine and strengthen their partnership
in the twenty-first century.

area of energy and India’s quest for energy security,
the sides will expand manifold bilateral cooperation
in the field of energy, including oil and gas, electric
power production, nuclear energy, renewable energy
sources, and energy efficiency.
5. The bilateral program ‘on enhanced cooperation in oil
and gas sphere’ underlines the serious commitments
of the two sides to develop cooperation in this area
of great promise. The leaders envisage broader
collaboration between hydrocarbon companies of the
two countries in oil and gas exploration and production
as well as in LNG projects and supplies. The sides will
promote natural gas utilization as an abundant and
environmentally friendly source of energy for diverse
purposes in their economies, including motor fuel and
feedstock. It is expected that Indian companies will
strongly participate in projects related to new oil and
gas fields in the territory of the Russian Federation.
The sides will study the possibilities of building a

3. The leaders expressed confidence that a strong
bilateral strategic partnership advances the national
interests of the two countries and contributes to
a more stable and secure world order. The two
countries have resolved to strengthen this partnership
over the next decade through concrete initiatives in
diverse areas and to make the bilateral institutional
dialogue architecture more result-oriented and
forward-looking. While both leaders will continue to
meet on the margins of multilateral events, the Annual
Summits will review and supervise the progress in the
realization of this vision for India-Russian partnership.

Energy
4. Acknowledging natural complementarities in the
19

hydrocarbon pipeline system, connecting the Russian
Federation with India. They will also examine avenues
for participation in petrochemical projects in each
other`s country and in third countries. The leaders
have encouraged Indian and Russian companies to
pursue greater participation in each other’s power
generation projects, as also in supply of equipment,
technology for enhanced oil recoveries and extraction
of coal, including coking coal.
6. The two countries view nuclear energy as a clean,
reliable and viable source of energy. They have a joint
vision for cooperation in nuclear energy, aimed at serial
construction of nuclear power units, based on Russian
design, as also on and existing and possible future
bilateral agreements. India and Russia will expand
their cooperation in science and technology, industry,
localization of equipment and spares, uranium mining,
fabrication and supply of nuclear fuel, management
of spent fuel and in other aspects of the nuclear fuel
cycle. Towards this objective, the Indian side agreed
to expeditiously identify a second site, in addition to
Kudankulam, for the construction of the Russiandesigned nuclear power units in India.
7. India and Russia will work together to further
strengthen regional multilateral cooperation in the
field of energy. In this context, the sides recognize that
the first Asia-Pacific Energy Forum (APEF), held in the
city of Vladivostok in May 2013, has laid the foundation
for an enhanced regional energy dialogue under the
auspices of the UN Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). They will be guided
by the provisions of the ‘APEF Ministerial Declaration’
and ‘Plan of Action on Regional Cooperation for
Enhanced Energy Security and the Sustainable Use
of Energy in Asia’, endorsed by UNESCAP Resolution
70/9.
8. The energy efficiency agencies of the sides will
engage more closely to exchange experiences and
best practices. India and Russia will also cooperate
in the development and efficient use of renewable
energy.

Technology and Innovation
9. Noting the synergies between national efforts by
the two countries to develop a knowledge-economy
powered by technology and innovation, India and
Russia will increase collaboration in joint design,
development, manufacturing and marketing of
technology-driven products and scientific interaction
between the two countries. In particular, such
cooperation will extend to space applications, defence
technologies, aviation, new materials, communications
and information technology.
10. The two leaders see limitless opportunities for
bilateral cooperation in outer space to advance
societal applications and scientific knowledge. The
space agencies of India and Russia will engage more
actively on space technology applications, space
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transportation, satellite navigation, space science and
planetary exploration. In 2015, the two countries will
commemorate the 40 years of the launch of Indian
satellite `Aryabhata` using Soyuz launch vehicle. By
the time of the 50th anniversary of the launch, the
leaders would expect significant collaboration between
India and Russia on peaceful uses of outer space.
11. Defence cooperation between India and Russia is
founded on deep mutual trust and promotes wider
peace and security. The two countries have already
moved to a phase of joint design and development
of defence systems. The sides recognize the
virtually unlimited opportunities for enhancing this
cooperation, increasingly based on joint research and
development, joint manufacturing, technology sharing
and collaborative research in futuristic technologies,
in accordance with existing agreements on militarytechnical cooperation. To this end, India has permitted
foreign direct investment in the defence sector up to
49 per cent. The sides will exploit these opportunities
optimally and enrich bilateral interaction through
regular joint military exercises, training in each other`s
services institutions and institutionalized consultations
between the armed forces.
12. The sides will intensify bilateral scientific and
technological interaction to increasingly focus
on innovative, high-technology sectors and their
commercial applications. They will further develop
various support mechanisms
for joint research. Their
bilateral
scientific
and
technological collaboration
will cover frontier areas, such
as environmental science,
power
sector
(including
alternative
sources
of
energy), energy efficiency and
energy security, information
and
communication
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,
nanotechnology
and
new materials, engineer
science,
bio-energy,
nano-biotechnology,
bioequipment and affordable
diagnosing equipment for
healthcare and agriculture.
It will be aimed at creating
institutional
linkages
between scientific research
institutions of the two
countries. In view of the
importance of safeguarding
food security, the sides
would expect to conduct
further joint research in
the fields of horticulture
and biotechnology. They
will exchange scientific and
technological
manpower
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to build capacity for exchange of knowledge most
relevant to the economies of the two countries. Further
academic exchanges will also be promoted through
schemes for visits by scientists that will enhance
human resource capacity building in the science and
technology sector. An action plan on this subject will
be prepared.
13. India and Russia recognize the importance of the
Arctic and the contributions in promoting cooperative
activities to address Arctic issues by the Arctic Council,
given that Russia is a member and India has joined
as an observer in May 2013. The sides agreed to
facilitate scientific cooperation to study the challenges
(like melting ice, climate change, marine life and
biodiversity), facing the rapidly-changing Arctic region.
14. Given the strategic importance of rare earth
minerals and their economic and commercial utility, the
sides will enhance cooperation in rare earth minerals’
mining, technology development and research. They
will explore joint development of technologies for
processing rare earth materials.

Expanded economic engagement
15. The sides will promote bilateral economic, trade and
investment cooperation to contribute to the enhanced
role of emerging markets in the world economy and
to foster sustainable, balanced and inclusive global
growth.
16.
The
two
leaders
recognized the enormous
untapped
potential
in
bilateral trade, investment
and economic cooperation.
The two governments will
intensify efforts to identify
measures to facilitate the full
realization of this potential.
They have encouraged Indian
and Russian enterprises
to
explore
more
fully
new opportunities arising
from increasing national
focus
on
infrastructure
development and expanding
the manufacturing sector.
It is expected that Russian
companies will utilize the
opportunities in a wide range
of Indian sectors and will
‘Make in India’.
17. The sides will encourage
payments
in
national
currencies
for
bilateral
trade. The Working Group
established for this purpose
will make recommendations
on eliminating the existing
barriers and stimulating
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transactions in national currencies. The leaders agreed
that the initiative launched by India and the Eurasian
Economic Commission for a Joint Study Group (JSG) to
explore the feasibility of a comprehensive economic
cooperation agreement covering trade in goods,
services, investment cooperation, movement of natural
persons and mutual recognition of standards, is of
great importance for bilateral economic cooperation.
The Russian side will support the productive work
of the JSG so that this Group completes its study
within an optimal timeframe. The leaders noted that
the International North-South Transport Corridor
can vastly improve the efficiency of bilateral trade by
significantly reducing transit time and freight costs.
India and Russia will work together to conclude the
necessary multilateral arrangements and outreach
to step up the use of this corridor at the earliest. The
leaders noted with satisfaction the progress made
in promoting direct trade of diamonds between our
two countries and particularly in facilitating enhanced
diamond trade through diamond exchanges in India.
These measures should expand the share of direct
diamond exports from Russia to India significantly.
18. India-Russia mutual investment should become a
new point of growth in bilateral economic cooperation.
There will be constant focus on the agreed plans
for bilateral investment cooperation, the sides will
take all necessary measures to support successful
implementation of such plans. An emphasis will be
laid on promoting Russian investments in India in
major infrastructure projects like DMIC, Smart Cities
and Freight Corridors, as well as in broader sectors
like telecom, power and roads. In Russia, Indian
participation in Industrial Parks and technology
platforms, in sectors like pharmaceuticals, fertilizers,
coal and energy will be encouraged. The sides will
encourage specialized investment funds to invest
in these sectors and in the joint manufacturing
of high technology products. In this context, they
welcome the initiative of a direct investment fund of
US$ 2 billion between Rosnano and suitable Indian
investment partners for implementation of high-tech
projects. They will protect the legitimate interests
of investing companies. In particular, the sides will
enter into discussions to renegotiate the existing
bilateral agreement for protection and promotion of
investments, initially agreed on 23 December 1994, to
provide for the protection of foreign investments in
each other’s territory.
19. The leaders noted that the governments of the two
countries and their industry representatives should
join hands to disseminate information about business
opportunities in each other’s countries. The sides
also agreed on mutual trade facilitation measures,
particularly with regards to simplified customs
procedures. In this context, they agreed to finalize
shortly a protocol on a “Green Corridor” project. The
leaders also invited companies of the two countries
to realize the substantial opportunities in engineering;
pharmaceuticals; information and communication
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technology; chemicals; fertilizers; metallurgy; agro and
animal products; and transport.
20. The sides will promote further strengthening and
increasing the effectiveness of our bilateral interregional cooperation. They noted with satisfaction
that many cities and regions in the two countries have
established linkages (Cities: New Delhi-Moscow and
St. Petersburg; Bangalore-Novosibirsk; ChandigarhUfa; Chennai-Volgograd; Hyderabad-Kazan; KolkataVladivostok and Yaroslavl; Kochi-Pyatigorsk; MumbaiSt. Petersburg; Pune-Yekaterinburg; Panjim-Krasnodar;
Thiruvanathapuram-Stavropol;
Thrissur-Yessentuki.
Regions: Andhra Pradesh-Tatarstan; Gujarat- Astrakhan
and Tatarstan; Haryana-Bashkortostan; KarnatakaIrkutsk, Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug-Ugra
and Samara; Kerala-Irkutsk; Maharashtra-Siberia) for
cooperation in various fields. The leaders agreed to
encourage linkages between other regions and cities
of the two countries with a view to enhance trade and
investment, tourism, cultural and people-to-people
contacts. The leaders expressed confidence that a
web of linkages between these and other regions and
cities will bring substantial benefits to these regions
and cities and bolster India-Russia partnership further.
21. With these and other initiatives, the leaders agreed
to step up efforts for enhancing bilateral trade in
the coming years and set a target of bilateral trade
turnover of goods and services at US$30 billion by
the year 2025. It is expected that the level of mutual
investments by then will be over US$15 billion each
way.
Global order and world peace
22. Reaffirming their commitment to upholding the
principles of international law and promoting the
central role of the UN in international relations, India
and Russia will work together to promote a polycentric
and democratic world order based on shared interests
of all countries. The two countries will work for
democratization of global political, economic, financial
and social institutions so that these institutions better
represent the aspirations and interests of all segments
of the international community. India and Russia
oppose economic sanctions that do not have the
approval of the United Nations Security Council.
23. The sides reaffirmed the need for UN Security
Council reform in order to make it more representative
and effective in dealing with emerging challenges.
They agree that any expansion of the Security Council
should reflect contemporary realities. In this context,
the sides will work together to ensure reforms of the
UN Security Council. Russia will extend its support for
India’s candidature for permanent membership of the
Council.
24. The two countries will consult and coordinate
in multilateral fora such as G20, EAS, BRICS and RIC.
Russia looks forward to India becoming a full member
of the SCO following the completion of all required
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negotiations procedures. The sides support the
evolution of an open, balanced and inclusive security
architecture in the Asia Pacific region based on
collective efforts, considering legitimate interests of all
states of the region and guided by respect for norms
and principles of international law.
25. The leaders condoled the loss of life in senseless
terrorist acts in recent days in Jammu & Kashmir,
India and in Chechnya, Russia. They believe that the
nature and spread of international terrorism in recent
years, as demonstrated by developments in their
shared neighbourhood, require global resolve and
cooperative measures of the international community
without double standards or selectivity. The threat to
all humanity posed by terrorism justifies a collaborative
approach, in accordance with international law and the
Charter of the United Nations, putting aside differences
and tensions between countries and regions in other
political and economic areas. The sides agreed to
work together for the adoption of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism by the 70th
Anniversary Summit of the UN. The leaders expressed
hope that all safe havens and sanctuaries for terrorists
will be wiped out without delay and terrorism would be
completely eradicated from the common region within
a decade.
26. The leaders welcomed the peaceful transition of
political authority in Afghanistan and called upon the
international community to join efforts to support
reconstruction and economic development in that
country and to continue capacity building of its national
security forces. The sides hope to see an Afghanistan
that would within a decade flourish as a prosperous
hub for trade, industry and energy.
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People-to-people ties
31. Recognizing the enormous goodwill, respect and
strong ties among the peoples of India and Russia,
the sides supported enhancing measures by the
two governments to promote and support cultural
exchanges through annual festivals of culture,
exchanges between cultural institutions, think tanks,
tourism promotion events and other initiatives.
32. The sides will take steps to strengthen education
ties through facilitating and extending support to each
other`s students. They supported the establishment
of institutional linkages between universities and
academic institutions of the two countries. The sides
will promote in this context the development of network
partnerships between universities. Early conclusion
of agreements on mutual recognition of education,
qualification and degrees should further encourage
leading universities and research institutions of India
and Russia to support greater exchanges of student
research scholars, post-doctoral candidates and
faculties.

27. As two states possessing advanced technologies,
India and Russia have converging interests in
preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. This is reflected in their participation and
positions in international fora such as the Conference
on Disarmament, IAEA, Global Initiative to Combat
Nuclear Terrorism and stringent national export control
measures. The Russian side confirmed its support
to India’s intention to seek full membership in the
Nuclear Suppliers Group and its readiness to facilitate
positive decision of the Group on this matter. Russia
also supported India’s interest in full membership in
the MTCR and Wassenaar Arrangement.
28. As responsible users of outer space, India and
Russia share substantive interests in the longterm sustainability of outer space activities and in
maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes. They
will work together in the UN Committee on Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space in Vienna, the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva, the UNGA First Committee
in New York and other fora to advance their shared
interests.
29. Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) are transforming this world and playing a vital
role in development. The sides will collaborate to
promote safe, secure and sustainable use of ICTs
globally, including through the UN.
30. In the backdrop of regional issues and conflicts,
the leaders voiced their strong conviction that political
dialogue and negotiation should be the sole means
of resolution of conflicts, rather than military force.

33. India and Russia will maintain close contacts and
interaction in international sports matters. The sides
agreed to deepen interaction and expand the scope
of India-Russia cooperation in the field of sports, to
support an exchange of practices between sports’
federations, scientific and research institutions,
promote physical training and sports and direct
contacts between organizations of the two countries.
The sides will encourage cooperation to promote
health and fitness through traditional Indian forms of
Yoga and Ayurveda, including through Yoga centres,
camps and Ayurveda centres.
34. The Russian side welcomed the simplified visa
regime introduced by the Indian side in November,
2014 under which nationals of Russia will be granted
electronic visa on arrival at designated airports in India.
Both sides agreed to further ease visa requirements
for mutual travels of certain categories of citizens of
the two countries, including business visas. This will
further enhance people-to-people contacts and boost
tourism.

Bilateral perspectives
35. The discussions and decisions of the two leaders,
as well as the detailed agreements at the bilateral
dialogue have given the leaders the confidence that
objective political, economic, security and cultural
factors will propel India-Russia partnership to a
level that meets the aspirations of their people. The
relationship between India and Russia has been tested
by time and will continue to be a friendship based on
complete trust that will bring happiness and prosperity
to peoples of both countries.
www.pmindia.gov.in/
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The Official visit of the President of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh to India
December 17, 2014

Mr. Md Abdul Hamid, President of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, paid a six-day official visit to
India from December 18-23, 2014. Hon’ble President
of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, had invited him to visit
India and also to be a guest in Rashtrapati Bhawan.
President Hamid was received at the airport by Minister
of State for External Affairs, Gen V.K Singh (retd.).
While in India, the visiting President met with Hon’ble
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President of India. He also met the Hon’ble Vice
President of India, the Prime Minister, External Affairs
Minister and other senior leaders.
President Hamid visited places of historical and cultural
importance both in and outside Delhi.
This visit was the first visit by a ceremonial Head of
State of Bangladesh since 1972. The President of India
had paid a State visit to Bangladesh in March 2013.

Bilateral Beat
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Seminar-Cum Counselling Session by
Educational Consulatants India Limited
held in Jaffna
October 01, 2014

Educational Consultants India Limited (EdCIL) in
association with Consulate General of India in Jaffna
and Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture & Youth
Affairs, Northern Province organized a Seminar-cumCounseling session on 1st October 2014 in Jaffna for
the students of the Northern Province who intend to
pursue their higher education in Under-graduate, PostGraduate and Doctoral studies in Indian universities.
At the Seminar, the students, teachers and parents
were briefed by the officials of EdCIL on behalf of its
Associated Institutions giving information in detail
about the Indian Education and admission procedure
in Indian Universities/Institutions through Ed.CIL
(India) Limited. The Seminar-cum-Counselling session
was a great success with participation of 300 people
comprising of “A” level students of the Northern
Province, Professors of Jaffna University, Education
Councillors, parents of the students, and University
students.

Acting Consul General of India, Shri S.D. Moorthy was
the Chief Guest. Prof. Sinnathamby, University of
Jaffna, Mr. Kajatheepan, Member of Northern Provincial
Council, Mr. Gnanasundaram, Deputy Director for
Planning, Ministry of Education and Principal of the
Jaffna Central College Mr. Ezilventhan also attended
the seminar.
The Acting Consul General of India highlighted
the importance of studying in India given the high
quality of education that is being offered there and
encouraged the Northern Province students to take
advantage of the excellent opportunities provided in
India. He also emphasized the importance of human

resource development in general and improvement
of knowledge and skills of individuals in particular for
steering Sri Lanka towards a path of further economic
development. He also said that this endeavour of
EdCIL with the support of the Consulate General of
India and Ministry of Education, Northern Province
would meet the long awaited needs of the students
in Jaffna who desire to acquire Higher Education in
India by getting into reputed Universities/Institutions
in India. Acting Consul General thanked EdCIL for
organizing the seminar for the benefit of the students
of Northern Province.

Education in India has certain unique selling points
such as wide network of institutions. India has one
of the largest English speaking population and
medium of instruction in Higher Education is English,
there is wide spectrum of courses at reasonable
cost. 200 from fortune 500 companies recruit from
Indian Campuses and students are getting excellent
placement opportunities all over the World.
EdCIL’s role amongst other areas is to promote Indian
education abroad and it has been doing so for the
last 33 years now and has operated well over 50
countries including Sri Lanka. So far a good number
of students from Sri Lanka in Indian Institutions have
got admissions in the recent years. Its spectrum
of services is in the field of education and human
resource consultancy and ranges from conceptualizing
educational institutions to commissioning them to
complete in all respects (both hardware and software)
depending on the need of their clients.
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EdCIL (India) Limited is the Nodal Agency of Government
of India towards promotion of Indian Education abroad
and is the “Single Window Service Provider” for the
placement of Foreign students, for higher education
in its associated institutions in India. Every year, EdCIL
places good number of students in more than 150
EdCIL’s associated institutions which includes Central
University, State University and other colleges and
institutions which are recognized by the regulatory/
statutory bodies viz. University Grants Commission
(UGC), All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Medical Council of India (MCI), Dental Council of
India (DCI), Nursing Council of India (NCI), Pharmacy
Council of India (PCI), and alos accredited by National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and
National Board of Accreditation (NBA).
EdCIL places students for Graduate, Post Graduate
and Doctoral Programmes in the fields of Engineering
& Technology, Information Technology & Computer
Science, Biotechnology & Bioinformatics, Medicine,
Dentistry, Pharmacy, Nursing and Para-medical, Hotel
Management & Catering Technology, Management,
Agriculture/Veterinary Sciences, Dairy Technology and
Fisheries, Arts & Fine Arts, Law, Mass Communication
and
Journalism Humanities, Social Sciences,
Commerce and Science.

EdCIL offers various Placement
International Students such as:

Schemes

to

1. Self-Financing Scheme (SFS)
Admissions are also offered to international students
(Foreign Nationals) on self financing basis in UnderGraduate /Post-Graduate/Doctoral programs etc in
various Indian Institutions associated with EdCIL. A
large number of students from Afghanistan, Australia,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Botswana, China,
Canada, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Indonesia, Iran,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Madagascar, Mauritius, Nepal,
Oman, Qatar, Rwanda, South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Syria, Thailand,
UAE, Uganda, United Kingdom, USA, Vietnam, Yemen,
Zambia, Zimbabwe etc have been placed by EdCIL
under this scheme so far.
2. Scholarship sponsored by Foreign Governments
Foreign students are also sponsored by their
Governments to pursue Graduate, Post Graduate,
and Doctoral Programmes in India. EdCIL has placed
many foreign students sponsored by Government of
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Eritrea, Libya, Nepal, Rwanda,
Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka.

India and Sri Lanka hold Second Defence
Dialogue
October 09, 2014

cooperation initiatives were jointly reviewed and new
avenues for cooperation identified. The regional
security situation and issues of maritime security were
also discussed at the meeting. The inaugural Annual
Defence Dialogue was held at New Delhi on January
31, 2012.
Defence Secretary, Shri R.K. Mathur and his delegation
also called on H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri
Lanka, on October10, 2014.

The second Annual Defence Dialogue (ADD) between
the Defence Secretaries of India and Sri Lanka was held
in Colombo on October 09, 2014. Defence Secretary,
Shri R.K. Mathur and the Sri Lankan Defence Secretary,
Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa co-chaired the meeting along
with their delegations, comprising officers from the
Defence Ministries, External Affairs Ministries and the
Armed Forces of both the countries. During the second
Annual Defence Dialogue, various ongoing defence
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Inauguration of Government of India funded
Language Lab in Bingiriya, Kurunegala
October 11, 2014

Other locations where Language Labs have been
set up include Ampara (Eastern Province), Badulla
(Uva Province), Jaffna (Northern Province), Matara
(Southern Province), Polonnaruwa (North Central
Province), and Ratnapura (Sabaragamuwa Province).

His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa,
Hon’ble Minister of Education of Sri Lanka, Mr.
BandulaGunawardana, and High Commissioner of
India, Mr. Y.K. Sinha, jointly inaugurated a Language Lab
in Wayamba National College of Education, Bingiriya
on October 11, 2014.Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum
Industries, Mr. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, Hon’ble
Chief Minister of the North Western Province, Mr.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, Hon’ble Member of Parliament,
Mr. Shantha Bandara, Chief Commissioner (Teacher
Education), Mr. M.D. Dharmasena and several senior
Government Officials were present on the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion, Hon’ble Education
Minister thanked India for its assistance in the
field of education. High Commissioner welcomed
the inauguration of the third Language Lab, and
reiterated India’s continuing commitment to assist
in Sri Lanka’s development. In this regard, he noted
that Indian assisted projects in Sri Lanka amounted to
around US$ 1.63 billion and covered various sectors
including housing, infrastructure, education, health,
agriculture, fisheries, industry, handicrafts and culture.
The Language Lab in Bingiriya is one of the nine
Language Labs that the Government of India has set up
in each of the nine provinces of Sri Lanka. Two Language
Labs in Gampaha (Western Province) and Kandy
(Central Province) havealready been inaugurated.

The Language Lab project is being implemented
as part of anMoU signed between India and Sri
Lanka in 2011 for “Setting up of a Three-Tier English
Language Training System in Sri Lanka”. The total
cost of the project is SLR 84 million, which is being
implemented by the Government of India under
full grant assistance through M/s Metropolitan
Office (Pvt) Limited, Colombo. As part of the project,
Government of India has provided 30 computer units
and other related equipment, software and latest
sophisticated teaching aids to each Centre, and has
also trained five master trainers for each Centre.
The objective of the project is to help enhance English
Language training infrastructure in Sri Lanka; impart
training to English language teachers from schools,
colleges and universities in Sri Lanka; upgrade their
skills; andraise the general level of proficiency in
English language of various sections of society.
Government of India has attached high priority to the
education sector in its development partnership with
Sri Lanka. To help students from Sri Lanka pursue
secondary and higher education in Sri Lanka and India,
790 scholarships are offered every year, benefitting
students all across the Island. Other projects in the
education sector include setting up of 40 “Nenasalas”
(e-Learning Centres) in Eastern, Western and Southern
provinces; establishing Faculties of Agriculture and
Engineering at Kilinochchi; setting up of Rabindranath
Tagore Auditorium at Ruhuna University in Matara;
renovating 79 war damaged schools in Kilinochchi,
Mullaitivu and Vavuniya; supplying 1,260 computers
and 218 laser printers to about 500 schools of the
Eastern Province; setting up of a Siddha Faculty at
Trincomalee; and gifting of 110 buses to education
institutions to assist school going children.
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Inauguration of Pallai-Jaffna
reconstructed railway track and signal
system built by IRCON International Ltd
under concessional Indian Line of Credit
October13, 2014

A ceremony was organised on October 13, 2014 to
mark the inauguration of the Pallai-Jaffna reconstructed
railway track and signal system. The ceremony was
graced by H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri
Lanka, Hon’ble Kumara Welgama, Minister of Transport,
Hon’ble Douglas Devananda, Minister of Traditional
Industries and Small Enterprises Development, H.E. Y.
K. Sinha, High Commissioner of India, Hon’ble Rohana
Kumara Dissanayake, Deputy Minister of Transport,
Hon’ble Maj. Gen. (Retd.) G.A. Chandrasiri, Governor of
Northern Province, Hon’ble Murugesu Chandrakumar,
MP, Hon’ble Selvesthiri Alantin, senior officials from the
Ministry of Transport, Sri Lanka Railways, the Northern
Province and officials from IRCON International Ltd.
As part of the ceremony, the dignitaries undertook a
train journey from Pallai to Jaffna on the reconstructed
track. The 38 km long Pallai-Jaffna railway line has
been reconstructed as part
of reconstruction of the
Northern Railway line
in Sri Lanka under
a concessional
credit
line
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amounting to about US$ 800 million provided by
the Government of Indiato the Government of Sri
Lanka. This commitment was recorded in the IndiaSri Lanka Joint Deceleration issued on June 9, 2010
in New Delhi during the visit of H.E. the President of
Sri Lanka. The segments already completed under
this project include the Medawachchiya-Madhu
Road segment, inaugurated on May 14, 2013; the
Omanthai- Kilinochchi segment, inaugurated by H.E.
the President of Sri Lanka on September 14, 2013;
and the Kilinochchi-Pallai segment inaugurated by the
Hon’ble Minister of Transport on March 4, 2014.
This project is being implemented by IRCON
International Limited, a Public Sector Enterprise under
the Government of India. IRCON is working towards
timely completion of the Northern Railway line and
work is going on simultaneously on the Madhu RoadTalaimannar section and Jaffna-Kankesanthurai
section, together with signaling and communications
work.
reconstruction of the railway line up to Jaffna holds
special significance as with the inauguration of this
segment of the railway track, the Yal Devi Express which
used to ply on this route, would once again start its
services to Jaffna, thus reconnecting Jaffna to Colombo
by rail. The operationalisation of the Northern line
would restore connectivity not only within the Northern
Province, but also with the rest of the country, thereby
promoting development, reconciliation and greater
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integration by bringing people in different parts of the
island closer.
The completion of the Northern Railway line would
also enhance connectivity between India and Sri
Lanka. As part of this project, a pier is to be built at
Talaimannar to enable resumption of ferry services
between Rameshwaram and Talaimnnnar at an early
date. With the construction of the railway line up to
Kataragama and resumption of ferry services between
Talaimannar and Rameshwaram Sri Lankan citizens
would be able to travel by train from Hambantota and
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Matara to Bodhgaya as also to Jammu and Kashmir in
North India, Gujarat in the West, Assam and the Northeastern states in the East.
As Sri Lanka’s closest neighbor and long-standing
partner, India is prepared to extend its fullest support
to Sri Lanka in fulfilling its aspirations for peace,
harmony, national reconciliation and development. The
reconstruction of the Northern Railway line represents
a milestone in this historic partnership between India
and Sri Lanka.

Photo Courtesy: www.ft.lk/
29

India releases stamp on Lankan Buddhist
revivalist Anagarika Dharmapala
October 25, 2014

Hon’ble President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee on
25 October 2014 released a commemorative stamp
on Anagarika Dharmapala, the Sri Lankan Buddhist
revivalist and writer, at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi.
“The release of the commemorative postage stamp on
Anagarika Dharmapala will contribute towards further
strengthening the bilateral ties between India and Sri
Lanka and bring the two nations closer,” said President
Mukherjee.
Hon’ble President was confident that the relations
between the two countries will continue to further
strengthen in the coming years to the mutual benefit
of our two peoples.
“This stamp release on one of the apostles of
Buddhism, once again reminds us to work relentlessly
and collectively to ensure an era of peace, stability and
friendly bilateral and multilateral ties in order to create
an enabling environment for the rapid socio-economic
development of the people,” he added.
The Indian President paid his humble homage
to Anagarika Dharmapala on the occasion and
congratulated the Department of Posts for bringing
out the Commemorative Postage Stamp on Anagarika
Dharmapala.
Anagarika Dharmapala was born on September 17,
1864 in Colombo and died on April 29, 1933. He
was a Buddhist revivalist and writer. He was one of
the founding contributors of non-violent Sinhalese
Buddhist Nationalism and Buddhism. He was also a
pioneer in the revival of Buddhism in India after it had
been virtually extinct there for several centuries, and
he was the first Buddhist in modern times to preach
30

the Dharma in three continents: Asia, North America,
and Europe.
Along with Henry Steel Olcott and Helena Blavatsky,
the creators of the Theosophical Society, he was a
major reformer and revivalist of Ceylonese Buddhism
and an important figure in its western transmission.
In the latter stages of his life, he entered the order of
Buddhist monks and was known as the Venerable Sri
Devamitta Dharmapala. He worked selflessly all his life
with a missionary zeal to propagate Buddhist ideals
and to restore the glory of Buddhism.
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Speech by the President of India, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee on the occasion of release of a
Commemorative Postage Stamp on Anagarika
Dharmapala
October 25, 2014

It gives me great pleasure to be present here today
to release a Commemorative Postage Stamp to pay
tribute to the great Srilankan Buddhist revivalist and
writer Anagarika Dharmapala.
I congratulate the Department of Posts for taking this
initiative of bringing out a Commemorative Postage
Stamp on Anagarika Dharmapala. I hope that this
gesture will contribute towards further strengthening
the bilateral ties between India and Sri Lanka and bring
the two nations closer. Historically, India and Sri Lanka
have remained natural allies. The relations between
the two countries have withstood the test of time and
socio-cultural exchanges for centuries have fostered
further close cooperation in various fields. Both the
countries have much to learn and imbibe from each
other in order to resolve various issues which are the
legacies of a protracted period of colonial rule. I am
confident that the relations between the two countries
will continue to further strengthen in the coming years
to the mutual benefit of our two peoples.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Buddhism, one of the major religions in the world
began in India and is a faith based on non-violence
and pursuit of spiritual excellence rather than material
aggrandizement. It’s principles continue to have
great relevance even in this age. Buddhism promotes
peace and stability and strongly advocates the spirit
of compassion and tolerance. It aims to wean the
humanity away from war and skirmishes and inspires
people to channelize their collective energy towards
the betterment of society.

not only embraced Buddhism but also lent it Sinhalese
nationalist character. He waged a protracted struggle
to protect and conserve the foundations of Buddhism
in it’s place of birth, India. He joined the Theosophical
Society and spearheaded the reform and revival of
Ceylonese Buddhism and it’s propagation. He later
entered the order of Buddhist monks as Venerable
Sri Devamitta Dharmapala and is considered a
Bodhisattva in Sri Lanka. He was ordained a bhikkhu
at Sarnath in 1933 and he died there in December of
the same year.
In 1891, Anagarika Dharmapala went on apilgrimageto
the MahabodhiTemple at Bodh Gaya, where the
Buddha had attainedenlightment. He decided to work
towards restoring it’s glory. Accordingly, theMaha
Bodhi Society atColombowas founded in 1891 and
one of its primary aims was the restoration to Buddhist
control of theMahabodhi temple atBodh Gaya.
Many people remember Anagarika Dharmapala for
his religious zeal. But there was another aspect to
this towering figure - his practical vision regarding
the alleviation of poverty.The voice of Anagarika
Dharmapala was also a significant factor in Ceylon’s
historical struggle for freedom from the British Raj.
He spoke of the importance of a firm educational
and economic foundation if the struggle for freedom
was to succeed. He also concentrated on establishing
schools and hospitals in his country. He had a vision of
a newly emerging Ceylon, which could effectively link
up with other countries and forge ahead.

This stamp release on one of the apostles of
Buddhism, once again reminds us to work relentlessly
and collectively to ensure an era of peace, stability and
friendly bilateral and multilateral ties in order to create
an enabling environment for the rapid socio-economic
development of the people.

In 1893 Dharmapala was invited to attend theWorld
Parliament of Religions inChicago as a representative
of “Southern Buddhism” - which was the term applied
at that time to theTheravada. There he met Swami
Vivekananda and like him, he was also a great success
at the Parliament.

In this backdrop, it becomes much more imperative
to recall the achievements and safeguard for posterity
the memories of the great Buddhist thinker and
preacher, Anagarika Dharmapala who practically lived
and breathed Buddhist ideals and worked till the last
to revive Buddhism.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Anagarika Dharmapala, was one of the founding
contributors of Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism and
was also a pioneer in the revival ofBuddhism in India. He

On this occasion, as I pay my humble homage to
this towering personality, I once again congratulate
the Department of Posts for bringing out the
Commemorative Postage Stamp on Anagarika
Dharmapala who worked selflessly all his life with a
missionary zeal to propagate Buddhist ideals and to
restore the glory of Buddhism.
Jai Hind
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Successful Trial run on the Madhu Road
– Thiruketheeswaram sector of the
Northern Railway line
October 31, 2014

The Madhu Road- Thiruketheeswaram reconstructed
track of 26 km length is part of the 252 km prestigious
Northern Railway Line Project, being implemented by
IRCON under a concessional credit line amounting to
about US$ 800 million provided by the Government
of India to the Government of Sri Lanka. IRCON has
already completed rehabilitation of nearly 200 km of
railway tracks, along with installation of signaling system
in the Omanthai-Jaffna and Medhawachhiya-Madhu
Road sectors. Trains are plying regularly on all these
sectors. With the successful completion of the trail run
Madhu Road- Thiruketheeswaram, IRCON is one step
closer to achieving rail connectivity to Talaimannar.

Close on the heels of the inauguration of Pallai-Jaffna
reconstructed railway track and signal system by
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, IRCON International
(IRCON), a Public Sector Undertaking under the Ministry
of Railways, Government of India, achieved yet another
milestone with the completion of a successful trail run
on the rehabilitated Madhu Road- Thiruketheeswaram
railway track on October 31, 2014. The trial commenced
from Madhu Road station and was completed at
the newly constructed Thiruketheeswaram Station
(also constructed by IRCON). This corridor has one
crossing station at Murungan and two halt stations
at Mathotomb and Thiruketheeswaram. The trial
run evoked considerable enthusiasm among
the local populace and many people were seen
spontaneously cheering the train as it passed by.
Mr. Lasantha Dandeniya, Project Director of Sri Lanka
Railways, Capt. Senerath Perera, Team Leader of
Consultants (CECB) and Mr. V K Jayasankar, Project
Incharge of IRCON along with others senior officers
from Sri Lanka Railway, CECB and IRCON were present
at the trial run. The trial run was also attended by Mr.
M. S. Deshapriya, Government Agent, Mannar District
along with other officials from local administration.
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Towards timely completion of the remaining
portion of the Northern Railway line, work is going
on simultaneously on the ThiruketheeswaramTalaimannar section and Jaffna-Kankesanthurai section,
together with signaling and communications work.
The reconstructed railway track is designed with a
speed potential of 120 kmph. To enable this speed
and comfortable riding experience, rail joints have
been avoided using most modern welding technology.
Latest technologies including Pre-stressed Concrete
sleepers, CMS (Cast Manganese Steel) crossings
with standard turnouts, long welded rails with switch
expansion joints, modern signaling and telecom,
flash butt welding and mechanized tamping and
packing have been used in the project to ensure
a long lasting track, with minimal requirement of
maintenance. Local manpower and agencies have
also been deployed in the execution of this project,
generating local employment and skill development.
The completion of the railway line up to Talaimnannar
would renew rail connectivity between of Mannar and
the rest of the country. Further, the resumption of
ferry service between Talaimannar and Rameshwaram
would make it possible for Sri Lankan citizens to travel by
train from Hambantota and Matara to any part of India,
thereby augmenting connectivity in the sub-continent.
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Government of India’s Assistance of SLR
5 million Disaster Relief
November 01, 2014

To meet the urgent needs of victims of the recent
landslides in Koslanda region of the Badulla district in
Uva Province, the Government of India has announced
Sri Lankan Rupees 5 million worth of immediate relief
as emergency humanitarian assistance. The High
Commission of India in Colombo and the Assistant
High Commissioner in Kandy will work closely with the
Government of Sri Lanka to coordinate the provision
of this relief assistance.
The Government of India is considering, in consultation
with the Government of Sri Lankan Government,

medium and long-term assistance options.
Yesterday, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India and the
Hon’ble External Affairs Minister of India, conveyed
their deepest condolences to the Government and the
people of Sri Lanka and the families affected by the
recent landslides.
The Government of India stands ready to assist the
Government of Sri Lanka to deal with this natural
disaster.

India hands over relief goods worth SLR 5 million for
the landslide victims
November 10, 2014

Government of India had made a commitment to
provide emergency humanitarian assistance worth
SLR 5 million, following the devastating landslide that
occurred on October 29, 2014 in Haldummula Division
of Badulla district in Uva Province. In pursuance of
this, Mr. A. Natarajan, Assistant High Commissioner of
India in Kandy handed over relief goods, on behalf of
the High Commissioner of India, to Hon’ble C. Nanda
Mathew, Governor of Uva Province, on November
10, 2014 at the Governor’s Office in Badulla. Hon’ble
Shashindra Kumara Rajapakshe, Chief Minister of
Uva Province, Hon’ble Senthil Thondaman, Estate
Infrastructure Development Minister of Uva Province,
Mr P. B. Amarasekara, Chief Secretary of the Uva
Province and Mr Rohana Dissanayake, Government

Agent, Badulla were present at the occasion.
The relief goods have been identified in coordination
with the Government of Sri Lanka and procured
locally in Sri Lanka. The items include large and small
generators, water pumps, tractor, chainsaws, concrete
power saws, canvas water hose and aluminum
cookware, among others.
In addition to addressing the immediate needs of the
affected people, the Government of India has also
committed, as part of its housing project in the estates,
to construct houses in some landslide prone estates
from where people have been evacuated.
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Shri S.D.Moorthy,Acting Consul General of India
in Jaffna gifted a set of books to Chief Librarian of
Jaffna Public Library.
November 12, 2014

Jaffna Public Library was recently awarded with
“Swarna Purawara Certificate” on being selected as the
best public library in Sri Lanka by Government of Sri
Lanka. In appreciation of Jaffna Public Library winning
the first place, today (12.11.2014) at a simple function
at Jaffna Public Library Mr. S.D. Moorthy, Acting Consul
General of India in Jaffna gifted a set of books to the
Mrs. Sadasivamoorthy, Chief Librarian of Jaffna Public
Library. During his conversation with the staff of Jaffna
Public Library Acting Consul General appreciated their
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good work and hoped that year by year Jaffna Public
Library would keep on retaining the status of best
public library in Sri Lanka.
Consulate General of India would also be gifting a
set of books to Kondavil Public library and Analaitivu
Public library who have also won special awards from
Government of Sri Lanka. Consulate General of India
is also gifting a set of books to the Killinochchi Public
library which has been recently set up.
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Five Indian fishermen released from jail
November 19, 2014

Five Indian fishermen, who were sentenced to death
by the Colombo High Court on 30 October, 2014,
were today released from prison for being sent back
to India.
The High Commission of India is pleased to confirm that
five Indian fishermen, who were sentenced to death by
the Hon’ble Colombo High Court on 30 October 2014,
were today released from prison for being sent back
to India.
We are deeply grateful to His Excellency Mr. Mahinda
Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka, for this humanitarian
gesture, which will further strengthen the strong and

multi-faceted relations between India and Sri Lanka.
It may be recalled that the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi, and H.E. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa spoke on telephone on November 9, 2014.
The High Commissioner of India, Shri Y. K. Sinha, met
the five fishermen after their release to ascertain their
well being.
The High Commission is making necessary
arrangements for the early return of the fishermen to
India.

Visit of Shri Ajit Doval, National Security Adviser of
India, to Sri Lanka
December 02, 2014

Shri Ajit Doval, National Security Adviser of India visited
Sri Lanka on November 30 -December 2, 2014 at the
invitation of Government of Sri Lanka to participate in
the annual International Maritime Conference ‘Galle
Dialogue’. This was Shri Ajit Doval’s first visit to Sri
Lanka as National Security Adviser.
Delivering the key note address at the event in Galle
on December 1, 2014 ,the National Security Adviser
stressed on the importance of cooperation amongst
countries in the region in tackling common maritime

security challenges such as terrorism, piracy, drug
smuggling and human trafficking.
During his visit, the National Security Adviser called on
H. E. Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka on
December 2 , 2014 and also held bilateral meetings
with Hon’ble Prof. G. L. Peiris, Minister of External
Affairs, and Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, Secretary,
Defence and Urban Development on December 1.
Representatives of various political parties also met
the National Security Adviser.
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Ten years on from the 2004 Tsunami:
Remembering India-Sri Lanka solidarity
December 24, 2014.

On December 26, 2004, an earthquake off the coast
of Indonesia triggered a series of devastating tsunamis
that struck 14 countries across the Indian Ocean, and
caused one of the biggest humanitarian disasters in
living memory. Thousands of people in India and Sri
Lanka were among the victims of this disaster. The 10th
anniversary of that terrible tragedy is a fitting occasion
to remember the victims and recall how it demonstrated
the solidarity between the two countries.
Indians in various parts of the country were severely
affected by the killer tidal waves of the 2004 Tsunami,
and the Government of India launched a massive relief
effort. Notwithstanding this large domestic relief effort,
Government of India was happy to respond immediately
to the request from the Government of Sri Lanka for
assistance.
Government of India launched “Operation Rainbow”
to provide immediate humanitarian assistance to
those affected by the Tsunami, in consultation with
the Government of Sri Lanka. Lasting over two and a
half months, this remains the largest relief operations
undertaken by India outside the country. Operating
from the Indian High Commission in Colombo, a 24x7
Control Room was established the same day as the
Tsunami struck. Within hours of Sri Lanka requesting
India for assistance, Indian ships and aircraft arrived
with relief material and supplies, and were the first
foreign vessels to reach Trincomalee and Galle. A total
of 14 Indian Navy and Coast Guard ships were pressed
into action. Air support was provided by numerous
aircrafts and helicopters of the Indian Air Force and
India Navyfor locating and rescuing survivors, retrieving
dead bodies, positioning medical teams and supplies,
air dropping food and relief supplies and for situation
assessment reconnaissance.Indian relief teams were
deployed at Galle, Trincomalee, Ampara, Batticaloa,
Tangalle, Hambantota, Embilipitiya and Minneriya.
An important focus of Indian effort was medical
assistance to thousands of victims. The first Indian
medical team reached Sri Lanka the day of the Tsunami,
and it assisted the Sri Lankan Army in the safe disposal
of dead bodies. In addition to medical teams operating
from the Indian ships and from Galle, mobile medial
teams were deployed to various relief camps in
remote areas and district hospitals.Indian Army’s Field
Ambulance set up medical camps in coordination with
the local civil and military heath authorities. Preventive
medication, vaccination, health lectures, cleaning of
drinking water wells, fumigation of refugee camps
and living areas by medical teams ensured that no
communicable diseases broke out or spread.
Specialized Disaster Relief Teams from the Indian armed
forces undertook underwater inspection of 17 railway
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bridges between Bentota and Matara and assisted in
construction of a 350-foot Bailey bridge at Arugam Bay
to restore road connectivity.Indian Navy undertook
detailed hydrographic surveys in Galle, Trincomalee,
Colombo and Kankesanturai harbours to provide
updated charts of these harbours to the Sri Lankan
authorities following changes to the topography of the
seabed in affected harbours due to the Tsunami.
Once the immediate relief efforts were concluded,
the focus shifted to longer term rehabilitation and
reconstruction. The Colombo-Matara rail link, which was
destroyed by the tsunami, was rebuilt and upgraded
by an Indian company IRCON, and locomotives and
coaches were provided by another Indian company
RITES, under an US $ 167.4 million concessional Line
of Credit extended by Government of India. The Project
also included setting up of a maintenance facility and
proving training to personnel of Sri Lankan Railways,
and was completed before schedule.
A delegation of Sri Lankan Parliamentarians visited
India to study the disaster management set up. Sri
Lankan officials involved in rehabilitation from Tsunami
affected districts visited some of the tsunami affected
areas in India in order to gain first-hand knowledge
of rehabilitation and reconstruction.Similarly, a team
of senior officials from Tamil Nadu visited Sri Lanka
and exchanged suggestions and ideas with Sri Lankan
officials from some of the tsunami affected districts.
The cooperation between India and Sri Lanka in the
aftermath of the 2004 Tsunami is testimony to the
special relationship that the two countries enjoy.
Ten years on, it is heartening to see that the affected
communities have been able rebuild their lives and
start afresh. Lessons learned continue to influence and
improve how the world responds to disasters today.
India has taken numerous steps since 2004 to enhance
its own early warning systems and improve disaster
preparedness, and has also coordinated such efforts
both bilaterally and multilaterally. India looks forward to
continue to work with the Government of Sri Lanka in
these areas.
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US, India to Team Up on Mars
Exploration
October 01, 2014

The NISAR mission will employ two different radar
frequencies, known as L-band and S-band, to measure
and study small surface changes around the globe,
officials said. The new agreement specifies that
NASA will provide NISAR’s L-band system, a datacommunication subsystem and some other gear; ISRO
will be responsible for the body of the spacecraft, the
S-band system, the rocket and launch services, NASA
officials said.

India’s recent Mars success appears to have turned
some heads.
NASA and the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) will investigate ways to collaborate on future
missions to Mars, officials said Tuesday (Sept. 30). The
announcement comes just one week after India put its
first-ever Mars probe in orbit around the Red Planet,
becoming just the fourth entity — after the United
States, the Soviet Union and the European Space
Agency — to do so.

NASA and ISRO have a history of working together.
Under an agreement signed in 2008, for example,
NASA provided two science payloads for India’s
Chandrayaan-1 moon mission, which spotted signs of
water ice near the lunar north pole after launching in
2008.
“NASA and Indian scientists have a long history of
collaboration in space science,” said John Grunsfeld,
NASA associate administrator for science. “These new
agreements between NASA and ISRO in Earth science
and Mars exploration will significantly strengthen our
ties and the science that we will be able to produce as
a result.”

NASA and ISRO also signed an agreement Tuesday
that lays out their respective roles on the NASA-ISRO
Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission, which is
scheduled to launch to Earth orbit in 2020 to study the
consequences of climate change on a fine scale.
“The signing of these two documents reflects the strong
commitment NASA and ISRO have to advancing science
and improving life on Earth,” NASA Administrator
Charles Bolden said in a statement. “This partnership
will yield tangible benefits to both our countries and
the world.”
Bolden and ISRO chairman K. Radhakrishnan signed
the two agreements Tuesday at the International
Astronautical Congress meeting in Toronto.
he Mars document sets up a NASA-ISRO Mars working
group, which will meet once a year to identify and plan
out joint activities, which could at some point include
a cooperative mission to the Red Planet, NASA officials
said.
Also up for discussion, they added, will be possible
ways to coordinate the science activities of India’s Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM) probe and NASA’s MAVEN
spacecraft (short for Mars Atmosphere and Volatile
Evolution), which arrived at the Red Planet on Sept. 21,
just two days before MOM did.

NASA Administrator Charles Bolden (left) and Chairman K.
Radhakrishnan of the Indian Space Research Organisation
sign documents on Sept. 30, 2014 to launch a joint Earthobserving satellite mission and establish a pathway for future
joint missions to explore Mars.
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India’s Communication Satellite GSAT-16
Launched Successfully
December 07, 2014

BENGALURU: After its launch was deferred twice due
to bad weather, India’s latest communication satellite
GSAT-16 was placed in orbit by Ariane 5 rocket in the
early hours today from the space port of Kourou in
French Guiana.
The European launcher blasted off at 2.10 AM (IST) and
hurled the GSAT-16, designed to augment the national
space capacity to boost communication services, into
space in a flawless flight.
GSAT-16 was launched into a Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit (GTO).
Indian satellite’s co-passenger DIRECTV-14, built by SSL
(Space Systems/Loral) for operator DIRECTV to provide
direct-to-home television broadcasts across the US,
was also launched by Ariane 5 VA221, marking 63rd
successful mission in a row for the rocket.
“Ariane 5 delivers DIRECTV-14 and GSAT-16 to orbit
on Arianespace’s latest mission success”, Arianespace
said on its website.
With a lift-off mass of 3,181 kg, GSAT-16 carries a total
of 48 communication transponders, the largest by a
communication satellite developed by the ISRO so far.
The DIRECTV-14 spacecraft was deployed first in the
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flight sequence, separating from Ariane 5 nearly 28
minutes after liftoff, followed four minutes later by its
GSAT-16 co-passenger, Arianespace said.
Delivering a total payload lift performance of
approximately 10,200 kg, the mission designated
Flight VA221 in Arianespace’s numbering system lofted
DIRECTV-14 for operator DIRECTV, along with GSAT-16.
The capacity crunch has forced ISRO to lease 95
transponders on foreign satellites mainly for private TV
broadcasters’ use.
The satellite will boost public and private TV and
radio services, large-scale Internet and telephone
operations.
GSAT-16 will be finally positioned at 55 deg East
longitude in the Geostationary orbit and co-located
with GSAT-8, IRNSS-1A and IRNSS-1B satellites.
India’s rockets PSLV and the present GSLV do not
have the capability to launch satellites of more than
two tonne class, prompting ISRO to opt for an outside
launch.
ISRO is developing the next big launcher, GSLV-MkIII,
which can put satellites of up to 4 tonnes in orbit.
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GSLV Mark III, India’s Largest Rocket,
Launched Successfully
December 19, 2014

India successfully launched its biggest ever rocket
on Thursday, including an unmanned capsule which
could one day send astronauts into space, the latest
accomplishment of its ramped-up space programme.
The rocket, designed to carry heavier communication
and other satellites into higher orbit, blasted off from
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.
On Twitter, Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed the
test mission as “yet another triumph of (the) brilliance
and hard work of our scientists.”
“This was a very significant day in the history of (the)
Indian space programme,” Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chairman KS Radhakrishnan said
from mission control as fellow scientists clapped and
cheered.
ISRO scientists have been riding high since an Indian
spacecraft successfully reached Mars in September on
a shoe-string budget, winning Asia’s race to the Red
Planet and sparking an outpouring of national pride.

satellites in recent years, it has struggled to match the
heavier loads sent up by other countries.
The new rocket, weighing 630 tonnes and capable of
carrying 4 tonnes, is a boost for India’s attempts to
grab a greater slice of the $300-billion global space
market.
“India, you have a new launch vehicle with you. We have
made it again,” ISRO mission director S Somnath said.
The rocket - officially named the Geostationary Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mk-III - was carrying an unmanned crew
capsule which ISRO said successfully separated from
the rocket and splashed down in the Bay of Bengal off
India’s east coast 20 minutes after liftoff.
The Indian-made capsule is designed to carry up to
three astronauts into space.
ISRO says the crew capsule project would take at least
another seven years to reach the point where an
astronaut could be put into space.

Although India has successfully launched lighter
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Mangalyaan among Time magazine’s 25
best innovations of 2014
November 21, 2014

New York : India’s Mars mission Mangalyaan, developed
by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), has
been listed among 25 best innovations of 2014 by
Time magazine. ”Nobody gets Mars right on the first
try. The US didn’t, Russia didn’t, the Europeans didn’t.
But on Sep 24, India did,” the magazine said.
“That’s when the Mangalyaan (Mars craft in Hindi) went
into orbit around the Red Planet, a technological feat
no other Asian nation has yet achieved,” it added. It
pointed out that building the spacecraft cost India just

By Indo-Asian News Service @indiacom
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$74 million, which was less than the budget for the
Hollywood film “Gravity”.
“At that price, the Mangalyaan is equipped with just
five onboard instruments that allow it to do simple
tasks like measuring Martian methane and surface
composition,” it stated. ”More important, however,
it allows India to flex its interplanetary muscles,
which portends great things for the country’s space
programme — and for science in general.”
By Indo-Asian News Service @indiacom
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Facts About Indian Economy
December 2014

Foreign exchange (Forex) reserves of India grew by US$
3.16 billion for the week ended December 19, 2014, to
reach US$ 320 billion, according to data released by
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Indirect tax revenue (provisional) collections in India
have increased to Rs 328,662 crore (US$ 51.64 billion)
during April-November 2014 from Rs 306,814 crore
(US$ 48.21 billion) in April-November 2013, registering
an increase of 7.1 per cent.

The overall growth of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
in the first half of the 2014-15 is estimated at 5.5 per
cent as against 4.9 per cent during the same period of
previous year. GDP growth in the Q2 (July-September
2014) was estimated at 5.3 per cent as against 5.2 per
cent in Q2 of 2013-14.
Eight core infrastructure industries registered a growth
of 6.3 per cent in October 2014 as compared to
decline of 0.1 per cent in October 2013. During AprilOctober 2014-15, these sectors grew by 4.3 per cent
as compared to 4.2 per cent growth during the same
period of the previous year.
Indian companies have concluded 247 mergers and
acquisitions (M&As) deals worth US$ 16.17 billion in
2014, a four year high by deal value, according to the
data from Grant Thornton India.
Private equity (PE) funds have invested US$ 11 billion
into Indian companies in 2014, an increase of 11 per
cent over the last year, according to report by Grant
Thornton.

The purchasing managers’ index (PMI) for services in
India rose to 52.6 in November 2014, indicating the
fastest expansion in five months.
Exports from India were valued at US$ 25.96 billion
during November 2014, as compared to US$ 24.2
billion during November 2013, registering an increase
of 7.27 per cent.
The total approximate earnings of the Indian Railways
during April 1, 2014, to November 30, 2014, were
recorded at Rs 100,622 crore (US$ 15.81 billion) as
compared to Rs 89,341.26 crore (US$ 14.03 billion)
during the same period last year, registering an
increase of about 12.63 per cent.
Foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs) in India registered a
positive growth during each of the last three years and
grew by 7.1 per cent during January-November 2014.
www.ibef.org

MONTHLY ECONOMIC REPORT
December 29, 2014

The overall growth of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
in the first half of the 2014-15 is estimated at 5.5 per
cent as against 4.9 per cent during the same period of
previous year. GDP growth in the Q2 (July-September
2014) was estimated at 5.3 per cent as against 5.2 per
cent in Q2 of 2013-14.
Overall growth in the Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) was 1.9 per cent during April-October 2014-15
as compared to 0.2 per cent growth in April-October
2013-14.
Eight core infrastructure industries registered a growth
of 6.3 per cent in October 2014 as compared to
decline of 0.1 per cent in October 2013. During AprilOctober 2014-15, these sectors grew by 4.3 per cent
as compared to 4.2 per cent growth during the same
period of the previous year.

Broad money (M3) for 2014-15 (up to November 28,
2014) increased by 7.3 per cent. The year-on-year
(y-o-y) growth as on November 28, 2014 was 11 per
cent.
Foreign Currency Assets stood at US$ 293.2 billion at
end of November 2014 as compared to US$ 264.7
billion at end of November 2013.
Gross tax revenue stood at Rs 563,598 crore (US$
88.55 billion) during April–October 2014, recording a
growth of 5.9 per cent over the corresponding period
of 2013.
Monthly Economic Report was released by the Ministry of
Finance:
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Feature

IT & ITeS Industry in India
Latest update: November, 2014

Introduction
Information Technology (IT) has made possible
information access at gigabit speeds. It has created
a level playing field among nations and has a positive
impact on the lives of millions.
Today, a country’s IT potential is paramount for its
march towards global competitiveness, healthy gross
domestic product (GDP) and meeting up energy and
environmental challenges.
The Indian IT and Information Technology enabled
Services (ITeS) sectors go hand-in-hand in every aspect.
The industry has not only transformed India’s image on
the global platform, but also fuelled economic growth
by energising the higher education sector (especially in
engineering and computer science). The industry has
employed almost 10 million Indians and, hence, has
contributed significantly to social transformation in the
country.
India is one of the fastest-growing IT services markets
in the world. It is also the world’s largest sourcing
destination, accounting for approximately 52 per cent
of the US$ 124-130 billion market. The country’s cost
competitiveness in providing IT services continues to
be its USP in the global sourcing market.
India has the potential to build a US$ 100 billion
software product industry by 2025, according to
Indian Software Product Industry Roundtable (iSPIRT).
The software products market in India, which includes
accounting software and cloud computing-based
telephony services, is expected to grow at 14 per cent
in 2014.

Market Size
The Indian IT-BPM industry is expected to add revenues
of US$ 13-14 billion to the existing revenues by FY15,
according to National Association of Software and
Services Companies (NASSCOM).
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The industry grew at a compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 13.1 per cent during FY08-13.Total exports
from the IT-BPM sector (excluding hardware) were
estimated at US$ 76 billion during FY13. Export of IT
services has been the major contributor, accounting for
57.9 per cent of total IT exports (excluding hardware)
in FY13. BPM accounted for 23.5 per cent of total IT
exports during the same fiscal. The IT outsourcing
sector is expected to see exports growing by 13-15 per
cent during FY15.
The data centre infrastructure market of India is
estimated to reach US$ 2.03 billion in 2015, a 5.4 per
cent increase from US$ 1.92 billion in 2014.
The sale of personal computers (PC) in India has
registered significant growth as 2.55 million units were
sold in January-June, 2014 compared to 2.03 million
units in the corresponding period of 2013.
E-commerce space in India is expected to grow at 2025 per cent over the next 2-3 years in terms of jobs,
salaries and growth, which in turn could create at
least 150,000 jobs. The current estimated size of the
industry is about Rs 18,000 crore (US$ 2.91 billion) and
is expected to reach Rs 50,000 crore (US$ 8.08 billion)
by 2016 and as the industry grows, the demand for
talent would grow proportionally.

Investments
Indian IT’s core competencies and strengths have
placed it on the international canvas, attracting
investments from major countries.
According to data released by the Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), the computer
software and hardware sector attracted foreign direct
investment (FDI) worth US$ 13,238.58 million between
April 2000 and September 2014.
Some of the major investments in the Indian IT and
ITeS sector are as follows:
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Microsoft plans to offer its commercial and cloud
services-Azure and Office 365-from three local
data centres by the end of 2015, making it the first
technology company to set up cloud data centres in
India.
Infosys plans to invest Rs 1,400 crore (US$ 228.04
million) in a campus proposed to be built in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh. The project is estimated to generate
35,000 direct and indirect jobs.
Cognizant has acquired US-based digital marketing
agency Cadient Group. The latter is expected to boost
Cognizant’s presence in the healthcare segment.
Visa plans to set up a technology centre in India in
2014 and join a host of global system players who
have established technology centres in the country to
access its software and engineering talent.
Genpact Ltd has signed an agreement with the USbased Automation Anywhere to provide automated
business processes for its clients.
Nielsen India has acquired Indicus Analytics. This
acquisition will add to Nielsen’s capabilities for macro
and microeconomic research for the public and private
sectors.

Government Initiatives
The Government of India has played a key role with
public funding of a large, well trained pool of engineers
and management personnel who could forge the
Indian IT industry.
Its spending on information technology (IT) will reach
US$ 7.2 billion in 2015, a five per cent increase over
2014, according to a report by Gartner Inc.
Some of the major initiatives taken by the government
to promote IT and ITeS sector in India are as follows:

2014

domain name which will cover eight languages. The
domain will help to bridge the digital divide and
enhance the reach of the Internet to remote villages.
The Government of Andhra Pradesh and Google India
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
to launch a number of initiatives aimed at bridging the
state’s digital divide and enabling skill development.
The Government of Karnataka and Nasscom plan to
launch a series of new initiatives to help shore up the
local startup and technology ecosystem in the state,
including plans to build one of Asia’s largest startup
warehouses and also the country’s first ‘hack-celerator’.
The Central Government and the respective state
governments are expected to collectively spend US$
6.4 billion on IT products and services in 2014, an
increase of 4.3 per cent over 2013, according to a
study by Gartner.

Road Ahead
India continues to be the topmost offshoring destination
for IT companies followed by China and Malaysia in
second and third position, respectively. Leading IT
services firms are expanding their traditional offerings
(in India) to include research and development (R&D),
product development, and other niche services.
Emerging technologies present an entire new gamut
of opportunities for IT firms in India. Social, mobility,
analytics and cloud (SMAC) collectively provide a US$
1 trillion opportunity. Cloud represents the largest
opportunity under SMAC, increasing at a CAGR of
approximately 30 per cent to around US$ 650-700
billion by 2020.
Social media is the second most lucrative segment for
IT firms, offering a US$ 250 billion market opportunity
by 2020.

The Government of India through the Board of
Approval (BoA) under the Union Ministry of Commerce
and Industry has approved Wipro Ltd’s plan of setting
up a special economic zone (SEZ) in Visakhapatnam.
The Government of India has launched the .bharat
43

Culture

Gandhi Jayanti at ICC
October 02, 2014

India Cultural Centre, Colombo, organized a Gandhi
Jayanti programme to commemorate the birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 2, 2014, in
its auditorium.
This event was observed every year to mark the birth of
Shri Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (October 2, 1869 January 30, 1948). It provides an occasion to remember
Gandhiji’s ideals of truth and non violence and his
philosophy of satyagraha and also to celebrate his life
and recognize his role in gaining India’s Independence
from colonial rule, First Secretary at the Indian High
Commission Smt. Esha Srivastava said.

Lecture - Pranayama
Techniques in Ancient
Scriptures by Dr.
Thavayoganathan
Sumanenthiran
October 14, 2014
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The celebration of Gandhi Jayanti is not limited within
the country. It is also observed by the United Nations
as the International Day of Non-Violence. It is aimed at
dissemination of Gandhian philosophy, principles and
beliefs.
The ICC’s programme began by paying homage to the
father of the Indian Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, followed
which there was cultural programme.

Deepadhvani Sanndhvani
October 21, 2014

A programme was held at Indian Cultural Centre to
mark Diwali Festival on 21 Octoaber 2014

October - December

Bharatha Natyam Recital by
Priyakala Sriskandharajah
October 31, 2014

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized a Bharatha Natyam
Recital by Priyakala Sriskandharajah on October 31 , 2014
at its auditorium. Proficient among the Bharatha Natyam
dancers of younger generation Priyakala Sriskandharajah
had her training for more than 8 years and completed her
diploma in Bharatha Natyam in Kalakshetra, India and now
she is studying for a B.A Fine Arts in Kalaikaveri College in
India. She has performed in Switzerland , India and Sri Lanka.
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JAI RAM - Sunthara
Kandam - An Auspicious
Canto of Ramayanam
November 07, 2014

Aru Sri Art Theatre presented Jai Ram, a
dance drama on November 7, 2014 at
the Bishop’s College Auditorium produced
and directed by Kalasuri Dr Arunthathy Sri
Ranganathan. Jai Ram dance drama was
produced with the support of the High
Commission of India.

Sambhashana
November 12 , 2014 · ·

The Tagore Society of Sri Lanka in collaboration with the
Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo organized “Sambhashana,”a
programme of music dance and discussion on Gurudev
Rabindranath Taogre, Mahatma Gandhi and Anagarika
Dharmapala on November 12, 2014.
The presentations were directed by reputed artistes who are
mainly members of the Tagore Society such as Chandana
Wickramasinghe, Thilini Rodrigo, Anusha Wijesinghe ,Charith
Perera and Samanmalee Padmakumara.
The performance was based on Rabindra Sangeet and
dances by the students of these members of the Tagore
Society, some of who are qualified from Shantiniketan.
A discussion on the contribution of Rabindranath Tagore,
Mahatma Gandhi and Anagarika Dharmapala to wellbeing
of humanity and their relevance for today also was led by
Lal Hewapathirana a reputed writer and a Consultant in
Development and Media Communication.
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Lecture - Medical Aspect of
Hatha Yoga
November 21, 2014

Dr.
Ratnam
Gowribalan
delivered a lecture on
Medical Aspect of Hatha
Yoga jointly organized by the
Indian Cultural Centre and
Astanka Yoga Mandir held at
the Centre on November 21,
2014

Vocal Music Recital by
Deshamanya Wijedasa
Bandara
November 28, 2014

Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo, organized an evening
of Hindustani Vocal Music recital by Wijedasa Bandara
on November 28, 2014.
Wijeyadasa Bandara holds a Master’s Degree in
Music from the Indira Kala Sangeet Viswavidhyalaya,
Khairagarh. He was also holds Sangit Visharad & Nipun
Degree from Bhatkhande Sangit Vidyapeeth, Lucknow.

Shankar’s International
Children’s Competition 2015
November 15, 2014

A painting, drawing and writing competition for children
was organized by the Indian Cultural Centre, Colombo
on November 15, 2014, to commemorate Children’s
Day, which falls on November 14 every year, coinciding
with the birthday of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the 1st Prime
Minister of India.

Seminar for ICC Hindi Students
December 09, 2014

Bharatha Natyam Recital by
Sahana Balasubramanya
December 16, 2014

Bharatha Natyam Recital by Sahana Balasubramanya
was held on December 16, 2014 at ICC. Sahana
has been training under the renowned Guru Saroja
Vaidyanathan for the last fifteen years in the Tanjavur
style of Bharatanatyam. She has since performed solo
across India, as well as in Japan, China, Sri Lanka, USA,
Sweden and Latvia,
and is a senior dance
faculty member at
Ganesa Natyalaya, New
Delhi. An empanelled
artiste of the ICCR,
she is the recipient of
several awards such as
the Nritya Vilasini and
Nritya Mani National
Award.
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Dheem Thanana III
December 15, 2014

Consulate General of India in Jaffna with the support
of Ministry of Culture, Government of India, has been
organizing cultural events for the last three years in
the Northern Province. These events are organized
to encourage local talents through cultural institutions
in Northern Province who are involved in promoting
classical dance and music.

2014

A presentation of traditional
folk songs & drums of Sri
Lanka presented by Shri
Ravibandhu Vidyapathi & his
ensemble
December 09, 2014

The second cultural event in series this year was
organized under the name “Dheem Thanana III” on
September 21, 2014 by the Indian Consulate at the
Town Hall, Mannar.

Rudram - A Bharatha Natyam
Recital by Neewin Hershall
December 19, 2014

Rudram - A Bharatha Natyam Recital by Neewin Hershall
held on 19 December 2014 at ICC auditorium.
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2014

High Commission of India,
Colombo
www.facebook.com/hcicolombo

Indian Cultural Centre,
Colombo
www.facebook.com/indianculturalcentre
E-Book:

e-BOOK
www.hcicolombo.org/page/display/57/47

‘’Breakthrough Diplomacy:
New Vision, New Vigour’’

www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf/Breakthroughdiplomacy.pdf
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